^" 

"^  ' 

— c^ 

in 

o 

2  — 

==CD 
1^ 

00 

I  '  ^       PORCUPIKE'S        ^" 

WORKS; 

CONTAINING  VARIOUS 

WRITINGS  AND  SELECTIONS, 

EXHIBITING  A    FAITHFUL    PICTURE 
OP  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA ; 

OF     THEIR 

GOVERNMENTS,  LAWS,  POLITICS  AND  RESOURCES; 

OF  THE  CHARACTERS  OF   THEIR 

PRESIDENTS,  GOVERNORS,  LEGISLATORS,  MAGIS- 
TRATES AND  MILITARY  MEN; 

AND  OF  THE 

CUSTOMS,  MANNERS,  MORALS,  RELIGION,  VIRTUES 

AND  VICES 

OF  THE  PEOPLE  - 

COMPRISING  ALSO 

A  COMPLETE  SERIES  OF  HISTORICAL  DOCUMENTS 

AND  REMARKS, 

FROM  THE  END  OF  THE  WAR,  IN  1783, 

TO  THE 

ELECTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  IN  MARCH,  1801. 

BY  WILLIAM  COBBETT. 


IN  TWELVE  VOLUMES. 
{A  Volume  to  be  added  arinually.y 

VOL.    XL  ir  2   f    /  2. 


LONDON:  "^  —    ^   —  '  7 


FRINTCD     FOR  COBBETT  AND    MORGAN,    AT     THE  CRQW  N 
ANP    MITRE,    PALL     MALL. 

MAY,    1801, 


Primed  by  T.  Baylis,  Grevilic 
Street,  Hatton  Garden. 


TABLE 


OF    THE 


CONTENTS 


Off 


VOL.  XL 


Page 

1  Selections  from  Porcuphie's  Gazette,  from 

July,   1799,  to  January,   1800         .  .      3 

2  A  concise  and  comprehensive  History  of 

Prince  Suwojtozo's  Campaign  in  Italy, 
in  the  Year  1799         .         .  .  .163 

3.  The  American  Rush-Light  (No.  l.),by  the 
help  of  ivhich  wayivard  and  disaffected 
Britons  may  see  a  complete  Specimen  of 
the  Baseness,  Dishonesty,  IngratitudCy 
and  Perfidy  of  Republicans,  and  of  the 
Profligacy,  Injustice,  and  Tyranny  of 
Republican  Governments     .  .  .       211 

4  The  American  Rush-Light,  No,  II.     .         .251 

5  The  American  Rush-Light,  No.  III.  .  .  305 
S  The  American  Rush-Lisht,  No.  IV.  .  .  353 
7  The  American  Rush-Light,  No.  V.     .         .      395 


K^H^^HBl^Hi^Kr« 


SELECTIONS 


FROM 


porcupine's  gazette. 


VOL>  XI.  B 


GAZETTE    SELECTIONS. 


JULY,    1799. 


X  HAVE  lately  had  put  into  my  hands,  for  pe- 
rusal, a  book  entitled  the  "  Bulwark  of  Truth," 
written  and  compiled  (for  the  greatest  part  is  a 
compilation)  by  a  Mr.  "  D.  Fraser,  autlior  of  the 
"  Young  Gentleman's  and  Lady's  Assistant,"  and 
an  inhabitant  of  New- York.  The  work  ^^  as  handed 
to  me  with  the  evident  intention  of  inducing:  me 
to  recommend  it  in  my  paper.  1  he  title  prepossessed 
me  in  its  tavour;  but,  though  I  have  been  some 
time  a  bookseller,  and,  of  course,  content  myself 
with  reading  the  title  pages  of  books,  1  always 
think  it  necessary  to  look  a  little  further,  before  I 
vtninxQio  recommend -A  work  to  my  subscribers. 

The  object  of  this  book  is  to  assist  in  counter- 
acting  the  effects  of  tliat  nefarious  publication, 
Paine' s  A»e  of  Reason.  The  author  conceived  that 
nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to  answer  this 
end,  than  a  selection  of  "  the  lives  and  testimonies 
*'  of  many  eminent  iMjtpnen,  who  have  professed 
"  their  belief  in  the  Christian  Faith,"  The  selec- 
tion, which  is,  in  general,  not  injudicious,  consists 
in  the  lives  and  opinions  ot  Locke,  *S7r  /.  Sucliiini^, 
liollin,    C/iev.  liamsai/,  B.  Pascal,  Sir  I.  Neictou^ 
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Boyle,  Addison,  Sir  M.  Hale,  Bacon,  O-rotius,  and 
several  others.  To  these  sr.ctches  are  pretixcd  two 
Letters  by  the  comi)iler,  to  the  Infiael  Anarchist, 
Paine.  The  work  concludes  with  what  l-'^o  com- 
piler entitles,  "  a  Mirror  for  young  Deists,"  which 
for  the  most  part,  consists  of  extracts  from  various 
authors,  tending  to  the  support  '^f  Chri  i;anity. 

I  have  long  wished  to  see  a  work  <  :  this  kind; 
because  I  have  ever  been  of  tiic  opinion,  t' ;at  In- 
fidelity is  generally  the  fruit  of  ignorance,  and  tliat 
nothing  is  so  likely  to  stop  its  prog.ress  as  giving 
proofs  of  the  faith  of  those  great  luminaries,  to 
whom  men  in  general  look  up  for  instruction  in  the 
various  branches  of  knowledge.  The  young  phi- 
losopher, for  in-tance,  who  is  studying  the  works 
of  Newton  and  of  Bovle,  vv'ho  is  wrapt  in  admi- 
ration at  the  profundity  of  their  penetration,  who 
not  only  acknowledges  the  superiority  of  their  minds 
over  his  own,  but  who  entertains  for  their  memory 
a  veneration  approaching  to  idolatry;  when  such 
a  youth  is  assured,  that  these  his  great  masters  tvere 
devoid  and  zealous  Christians,  he  will  certainly  he- 
sitate, at  least,  before  he  declares  for  Infidelitv. 

Persuaded  as  I  am,  that  the  plan  of  Mr.  Frascr's 
work  is  judicious,  and  that  he  has  been  actuated, 
in  undertaking  it,  by  tlie  most  laudable  of  all  mo- 
tives, I  am  sorry  to  observe  certain  passages,  in  the 
parts  written  by  himself,  which,  in  my  estimation, 
reduce  considerably  the  merit  ot  the  whole.  One 
method  which  he  adopts  to  expresss  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  Age  of  Reason,  is,  placing  it  in 
contrast  with  Common  Sense,  and  the  Eights  of 
Man ;  and  he  seems  to  lament,  that  the  pen 
which  produced  the  two  latter  should  have  been 
dislumow^ed  by  producing  the  former,  ile  con- 
cludes his  second  letter  to  Paine,  with  hoping  that 
he  will  yet  suppress  his  Age  of  lieason,  but  as- 
sures him,  in  the  same  brcc'th,  that  he  should  be 
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happy  "  to  embrace   the  author  of  Common  SensCy 
"  and  Rights  of  Man,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  !  !  /" 
To  preserve  consistency,  Mr.  Fraser  should  have 
said,  the  Republic  of  Heaven,  or  the  Commonicealth 
ot    Heaven  ;  for  the  word  King,  with  all  its  deri- 
vations,  are  held  in  the  utmost  abhorrence  bv  the 
detestable  performances,  which  are  to  entitle  Paine 
to  his  celestial  embraces.     Air.    Fraser  appears  to 
be  one  of  tliose  men,  who,  at  last,  are  alarmed  at 
the  prog-ress  0^  Infidelitv,  but  who  are  still  blinded 
by  then-  political  prejudices.     Flad  not  this  been 
the  case,  he  would  have  perceived,  that  the  three 
works  he  has  mentioned,  those  he  applauds,  as  well 
as  that  which  he  condemns,  are  all  scions  from  the 
same  accursed  root :  he  would  have  perceived,  that, 
though  there  is  less  art,  there  is  not  m  x.,^  blasphemy 
in  the  As.e  of  Reason  than  in  Common  Sense  and  the 
Rights  of  Man  ;  be  v\^ould  have  perceived  that  the 
same  Holy  Scripture,  and  the  very  s:i:ne  text,  which 
enjoins  us  to  fear  God,   also   enjoins  us  to  honour 
the  King,  and   Paine  has   convinced  him,  that  he 
who    can    set    t!ie    latter    precept  at   nought   will 
soon  assume   courasre  to   set  the  lormer  at  nousrht 
also ;  he  would  have  perceived,  that  the  principles 
inculcated  by  those  works,  which  he  applauded,  are 
tiie  very  principles,  which,  by  tcachiri;:^'  men  to  de- 
spise all  authority  on   earth,  have  led  them,  by  de- 
grees, to  despise  that  of  the  Almighty  ;  in  short,  he 
^^  ould  have  perceived,  had  he  nor  been  hoodwinked 
by  Whiggism,  tiiat  it  was  such  works  as  Common 
Sense  and  the  Rights  of  Man,  which  pre;iared  the 
minds  of  the  ignorant  in  this  country  for  the  recep- 
tion of  that  daring   and  blasphemous  publication, 
the  deadly  effects  of  which  it  is  his  professed  object 
to  counteract. 

It  is  assuredly  a  subject  o^  regret,  that  a  man  of 
good  intentions,  and  no  very  despicable  talents, 
should  act  with  such  glaring  inconsistency.     Mr. 
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Fraser  miglit  have  rendered  his  work  a  desirable 
aequisition  in  a  familv  ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  must  confess, 
I  would  ahiiost  as  soon  recommend  the  Jgr  of  Rea- 
son itself. 


Antlioiiy  P(is(]uin. 
"  Are  there  no  patent  medicines  to  make  a  man  grow  bolder  ?* 

This  was  a  stroke  whicli  Tony  levelled  at  one  of 
his  opponents,  when  h.e  was  in  high  favour  with 
the  small  Federalists  of  New  York  ;  it  may  now 
be  very  properly  levelled  at  himseU  ;  he  stands  in 
need  of  patent  medicines,  or  something  else,  to 
make  him  a  little  bolder  ;  for,  if  report  says  true, 
his  modest}/  has  of  late  driven  him  from  the  presence 
not  only  of  the  public,  but  even  of  those  icho  are 
most  inthnalely  an/naijitedicith  him. 

It  is  proper  that  I  explicitly  inform  the  world, 
that  this  prostituted  scribbler  setup  a  paper  in  New 
York,  about  tour  montlis  ago,  that  he  has  dropped 
the  said  jKiper,  and  that  he  is,  according  to  his  own 
confession,  now  slinking  about,  avoiding,  as  much 
as  may  be,  the  scorn  of  the  people  of  that  city. 
Thus  has  one  miscreant,  at  least,  met  with  apimish- 
ment,  in  some  measure  proportioned  to  his  crimes. 


Trap  Toasts. —  I.  '  May  measures,  and  XOT 
'  MEN,  be  the  object  of  our  political  attention.' 

'2.  'THOMAS'M'KEAX,  the  rirm  patriot  and 
*  true  republican.' 

The  leaders  at  this  toasting  match  were  Peter 
'  Mulilenbergh,  Ksq.'  and  '  Major  Swaine.' — Peter 
(I  am  sorry  to  have  such  a  namesake)  is  the  brother 
ot  our  Sugar  Baker,  and  the  Major  is  his  relation. 
In  the  Summer  ot  17<)5,  I  spent  a  few  weeks  at 
the  Democratic  TR.\P,  where  I  had  an  opjKjrtu- 
nhy  of  seeing   this  Major.     1  was   then  but  a  very 
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young  American,  and  was,  therefore,  struck  with 
indignation  at  hearing  such  a  man  called  Major. 
Upon  enquiring  the  cause  of  it,  I  tound,  however, 
that  the  Major,  from  modesty,  I  suppose,  had  cut  qjf 
part  of  his  title,  which  he  derived,  it  seems,  from  a 
British  regiment,  in  which,  during  the  late  Revolu- 
tion, he  had  the  honour  to  fill  the  office  of  DRUM 
Major,  irhu,  or  ho:c,  he  came  to  "  leave  the  king's 
service,"  as  Mathew  Carey  calls  it,  I  cannot  say  ; 
but,  it  may  be  worth  while  for  some  ot  the  Fede- 
ralists of  Montgomery  county  to  verity  the  fact, 
and  give  the  particulars  to  the  world. 

The  grog  toasts  of  such  people  as  these  would 
not  nierit  attention,  did  they  not  now^  and  then  ex- 
hibit traits  of  cunning,  which  are  well  calculated 
to  deceive  the  mob,  and  which,  therefore,  deserve 
to  be  exposed.  An  instance  of  this  is  discovered 
in  tlie  two  toasts  which  I  have  quoted  abo^  e.  In 
the  first,  the  toasters  forbid  all  enquiry  into  the 
CIIAiLlCTER  of  any  man,  and,  in  the  second,  they 
appkmd  THOMAS  MAvEANH!  The  former 
of  these  toasts  is  certainly  a  verv  proper  preface  to 
the  latter,  and  I  heartily  congratulate  "  His  Ho- 
"■  nour  the  Doctor  of  Laics  and  Esquire"  upon  hav- 
ing such  sagacious  and  j^rudent  partizans. 

French  Logan*. — 1  think  tiie  only  man  in  tlic 
United  States  who  is  competent  to  settle  all  ditie- 
rences  between  us  and  France,  is  that  surprising  son 
of  diplomacy,  Doctor  George  Logan,  the  Jetfersonian 
Ambassador  Extraordinarv  to  Joel  Barlow  and  Tal- 
levrand.  Nothinsr  in  these  wonder-workino;  days  can 
equal  the  trdents  of  this  marvellous  man.  When  this 
country  was  plunirinii  Into  tlie  horrors  of  war,  and 


•  Ihis  Logan  went  to  Fiai>ce  with  nearly  the  sime  sort  of 
authority,  and  for  nearly  the  same  piirpoie,  that  Mu.  Aoaik 
went  to  the  Court  of  Russia. 
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fire,  blood  and  carnage  seemed  to  await  us — be-^ 
hold  !  the  Doctor  unadvised,  unprotected,  and  with 
half  a  dozen  other  wis^  set  off  for  France,  reached 
forth  his  potent  hand,  ctdniinistered  his  death-pre- 
venting drugs,  and  lo!  peace  was  restored  to  us. 
This  is  not  all — the  Doctor  has  found  out  lately, 
that  he  made  some  notable  discoveries  in  France, 
about  "  the  moral  and  political  situation"  of  that 
beautified  country,  and  has  favoured  his  countrymen 
with  the  fruit  of  his  travels.  He  says,  "  that  the 
Country  wears  the  appearance  of  prosperity,  farm- 
houses are  building,  the  cottages  are  clothed,  happy 
and  content."  It  is  likely  enough  that  this  is  true 
— they  have  stolen  money  and  clothes  enough  in 
the  course  of  the  revolution  to  fill  their  pockets 
and  cover  their  backs,  and  until  this  money  is  spent, 
and  these  clothes  worn  out,  1  dare  say  they  \\\\\ 
appear  happy  and  content,  like  all  other  unpunished 
thieves. 

The  Doctor  says,  "  he  found  the  roads  good,  and 
"  travelling  perfectly  safe."  I  take  it  he  had  a 
passport  from  Merlin,  the  chief  of  the  robbers  and 
highwaymen,  and  that  is  always  a  protection  to  the 
bearer,  as  he  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  gang,  and 
there  is  this  sort  of  "  honour  amono-st  thieves." — 
The  Doctor  says,  "  the  municipal  officers  keep  the 
*'  public  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  and  are  attentive  to 
*'  their  functions." — Doubtless — their  function  isto' 
cut  off  the  head  of  every  man  who  offends  them ; 
and  w^ho  could  not  keep  a  country  quiet,  if  he 
might  murder  every  man  who  should  make  a  noise  ? 
The  Doctor  says,  "  the  greatest  order  prevails  in 
**  Paris."  The  same  means  by  wbiich  they  keep 
the  country  silent  operate  in  Paris  in  a  tenfold  de- 
gree.— It  is  not  strange  that  the  city  is  peaceable. 
1  dare  say  it  is  as  still  as  a  burying  yard. 

The   Doctor  says,  "  the  people    of  France  be- 
"  lieve  religious  establishments  are  foreign  to  civil 
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**  institutions,"  and  therefore  thev  have  no  reU- 
gion  at  all.  They  are  contented  with  atheism. 
However,  the  Doctor  says,  he  was  good  enough 
to  go  to  church  once  whilst  he  was  in  Paris.  Good 
Doctor,  I  hope  you  was  edified.  "  The  Tlieophi- 
"  lanthroplsts,"  the  Doctor  says,  "  are  like  the 
**  New  England  Independents,  the  Baptists  and  the 
"  Quakers.  They  pray,  sing  hymns,  and  every 
*'  man  who  is  gifted  preaches  a  sermon  about  li- 
*'  berty,"  &c.  It  is  probable  then^  that  they  all 
preach,  for  there  never  was  a  Frenchman  but  wliat 
was  gifted  at  talking.  The  hunch-back  Lepeaux  is 
the  head  of  this  club,  he  is  one  of  the  Directory,  and 
every  body  knows,  as  well  as  Doctor  Logan,  that 
alt  the  Executive  Directory  are  very  pious,  conscien- 
tious gentlemen. 

The  Doctor  tlicn  tells  us,  "  that  the  means  of 
*'  knowledge  are  in  such  profusion  in  Paris,  that 
"  it  is  ditiicult  for  a  student  to  make  a  choice  amidst 
"  the  variety,"  There  is  no  disputing  the  Doctor 
here.  Every  species  of  villainy  is  openly  taupht 
in  Paris,  and  there  is  no  other  science  attended  to- 
'ihe  advantages  of  each  kind  ?.re  so  temptin'^-,  that 
I  dare  say  the  young  man  is  puzzled  to  know 
whether  he  had  better  turn  robber,  highwayman, 
pirate,  atheist,  keeper  ot  a  brothel,  or  murderer. 
There  is  but  a  little  to  choose  between  tliem ;  aii 
are  sure  roads  to  preferment  and  eminence. 

The  Doctor  says,  that,  "  the  Louvre  is  tull  of 
*'  specimens  of  exquisite  painting  and  sculpture." 
It  is  probable  that  tlie  Directory  have  lodged  tlie 
statues  and  paintings  there,  which  their  worthy 
general  Bonaparte  stole  tor  them  in  Italy,  Sec. 

The  Doctor  says,  "  he  visited  the  Council  of 
*'  Five  Hundred  and  the  Council  of  Ancients,  and 
"  the  greatest  order  and  regularity  were  jneservcd 
"  in  all  their  dclil)crations."  '*  1  denounce  all  reji- 
*'  gion,"  said  Lc  Baboon — Applauses — "  Decreed." 

''  I  move 
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*'  I  move  tliat  the  sailors  on  board  the  British  Ty- 
"  rant's  fieet  may  bite  the  dust,"  said  I)e  Puffe — 
Loud  ap}>}auses — "  Decreed,  and  honourable  nien- 
"  tion  in  the  Bulletin."  '*  I  fear,"  said  Ranti})ole, 
«'  that  the  Austrians  under  the  satellite  Charles, 
*'  commonly  called  the  Archduke,  will  drive  our 
*'  brave  heroes  out  ot  Gcrmanv  ajjain" — Lon?  and 
repeated  murmurs  at  all  the  speech,  except  ou?- 
brave  lieroes ;  several  Members  looked  fierce  at 
Rantipole,  the  President  put  on  his  hat,  and 
Rantipole  sat  down  confused. — This  is  the  order 
and  regularity  of  these  sapient  bodies. 

"  Merlin,  Lepcaux^  and  Treilhard,  are  men  of 
"  talents,"  says  the  Doctor.  They  must  be  men 
of  taknts  and  shekels  too,  if  they  have  kept  half  the 
monev  they  Ikuc  plundered  from  mankind.  "  The 
"  population  of  France  is  thirty-five  millions,"  says 
the  Doctor.  They  grow  fast.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolution,  they  counted  twenty  millions, 
then  tw^enty-five  millions,  and  now  they  have  en- 
ereased  it  to  thirty-five  millions-  They  have  mur- 
dered and  otherwise  disposed  of  several  millions 
since  they  began  to  be  free,  and  yet  they  multiply 
as  fast  as  the  lice  did  in  Egp])t,  1  hoj)e  they  will 
stop  soon,  or  they  will  o\errun  the  whole  world. 
The  Doctor  says,  that  "  diirint^  an  uicfid  moment 
'*  of  revolutionary  phrenzy,  crimes  were  committed, 
"  in  violation  of  tlie  sound  principles  of  justice  and 
"  humanity."  Fie,  Doctor  !  1  low  can  you  say  so  ! 
What,  Frenchmen  commit  crimes !  Impossible  ! 
"  But,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  tliese  crimes  have 
**  been  condemned  and  punished  by  the  nation." 
No,  Doctor,  you  are  still  mistaken — they  nevrr  com- 
mitted any  crimes,  and  therefore  could  not  be  pu- 
nished. 

Now  Doctor,  you  see  that  I  approve  of  almost 
every  thing  you  have  said.  \ou  wrote  the  text, 
and   I  have  written  the    paraphrase.      You  have 
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f>ainted  France  like  the  Garden  of  Eden,   and  I 
have   agreed   to   it.     Now  why  did  you  not  stop 
here  ?     But,   you    are   the   cow  that  gives  a  good 
mess  of  milk,  and  then  kicks  over  the  pail.     Your 
concluding  sentence  spoils  the  whole.     The  Devil 
himself  would    not    swallow    it.     The   rest  of  it 
might   rub  and  go.     But    this  would  stick  in  the 
throat  of  a    :chipper-:cilL' — Y^ou  say,  Doctor,    that 
*'  at  present,    no   government  in   Europe    ?'.<>    mure 
"  ,firmlij  established,  more  ahli/  administered,  or  bet- 
"  ter   ealeulaled   to  promote  tfie  general  happiness 
"  of  its  eitizens,  than  that  of  France. ''     Xow,  Doc- 
tor, not  only  you  and   1,  but   every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  United  States  knows,  that  this  is  a 
downright  lie.     AVhv,  Doctor,  if  you  were  a  mem-^ 
ber  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,   as  you  are  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pcnnsyh  ania,  and   should  go  on 
a  mission   to   some   other   country  irom  France   as 
vou  did  from  this  country  to   France,  of  your  o:cn 
head,  it  would  be  the  last  place  you  would  ever  go 
to  zcith  a  head,  unless  perchance  you  might  step  off 
to  Cayenne.     Xow,  do  you  call  this  able  adminis- 
tration r  X'o,  Doctor,  you   ought   to  have  stuck  to 
probability,  and  then  all  would  have  gone  off  swim- 
minglv.     llie   pretty  story  you  tell   about   France 
would  have  backed  the  nomination  ot  a  new  com- 
mission to  treat  with  tlie  rascals;  every  body  would 
have  supposed  that  the  President  was  influenced  to 
make  the  nomination  bv  vour  address   and  sugges- 
tions  ;  vou  would  have  been  a  (ircat  Man,  and  the 
President   v/oukl    ha\e   been   left   to   take   care   of 
himself. 

BRISSOI". 


Mr.  Listens  Letters. — In  the  Common  Pleas 
of  Bucks  countv  (Pennsvlvania)  an  attachment 
and  also   a   canias    is:ucd,    on   the    'J'ind  ot   Mav, 


agai:i>t 
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against  one  Isaac  Sicezc}).  Some  days  afterward, 
the  Sheritt,  who  is  a  ^^ood  Democrat,  went  in 
i|iiest  of  the  detendant,  who  was  then  on  his 
way  to  Niagara.  His  waggon  and  three  horses 
were  attached,  but  two  of  the  horses  have  since 
been  taken  from  the  Sheriif  by  legal  au^^hority,  as 
stolen  horses.  In  the  mean  time  the  defendant  got 
off. 

In  the  waggon  was  found  a  LOCKED  trunks 
which  was,  at  first  deposited  at  Piper's  Tavern, 
in  Bedminster,  where  it  remained  for  some  dr.ys, 
////  iniclUgencc  loas  received  from  Philadelphia. — ■ 
Then,  and  not  fill  then,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
open  the  trunk  and  examine  the  letters  (if  any),  in 
hopes  that  they  mita^Jit  lead  to  a  discovery  in  a  sijstcm 
of  horse  stealing  I — Precious  excuse  for  rifling  a 
trunk  and  opening  people's  letter^! — Did  the  sa- 
gacious Sheriif  of  Bucks  imagine,  that  a  horse- 
stealer would  put  his  thouglits  to  writing,  fold 
that  writing  up  in  letters,  and  carry  those  letters 
himself  to  his  brethren  in  Canada  ?  Or  did  he  hope 
that  the  world  would  be  deceived  by  this  paltry 
pretext  for  the  breaking  of  seals? 

A  day  was,  it  seems,  appointed  for  opening  the 
trunk  ;  a  concourse  of  Sovereign  People  attended ; 
a  committee  zoas  appointed;  the  trunk  was  broken 
open,  and  then  all  the  letters  that  were  found  in  it. 
Amongst  these,  were  two  from  Mr.  Liston  (the 
British  Ambassador)  to  the  Honourable  President 
Riisstll,  in  Canada.  Tlie  reader  ■^^ill  agree  with 
rae,  that  it  was  not  very  j)robable  that  the  "  Pio- 
*'  noiu  able  President  Ri(sseir  slioukl  be  concerned 
in  "  a  system  of  horse-stealing  in  Bucks  county;''  but, 
the  diligent  and  lionourable  Sheriif  did,  neverthe- 
less, think  proper  to  open  his  letters  !  This  cir- 
cumstance, together  with  one  I  am  just  going  to 
mention,  fullv  proves  the  real  object  of  the  search. 

The 
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The  letters  thus  seized  and  broken  open,  were 
sent  down  and  Iodised  in  the  hands  of  M'^KEAX^ 
from  the  press  of  Avhose  friend  and  intimate  ac- 
quaints ince,  DUAXE,  they  have  this  day  been 
published,  bolstered  up,  behind  and  before,  with 
a  set  of  the  most  stupid  attempts  at  perversion 
that  ever' were  conceived  by  democratic  ii^rnorance. 

While  the  United  Irishman  was  throwing  out  his 
threats  to  publish  these  letters,  I  was  afraid  he  did 
not  mean  to  do  it ;  for,  I  was  well  assured,  that 
anv  letter  on  the  affairs  of  xA.merica,  written  bv 
IMr.  L.^^ton,  must  tend  to  prove  the  sincerity  ot  his 
friendship,  and  that  of  his  nation,  towards  the  Go- 
vernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  The 
letters  are,  however,  published,  and  they  fully 
conSi-n  mv  opinion  on  the  subject.  So  well  am  I 
convinced,  tliat  everv  man  of  sense  must  see  in 
them  the  most  ample  testimony  of  a  sincere  good 
will  towards  the  American  nation,  that  I  shall  here 
subjoin  them,  just  as  Diiane  has  printed  tliem,  be- 
span^rled  with  Italicks  and  CAPITALS.  The  let- 
ters  breathe  a  desire  of  se'^ing  America  maintain 
hjr  honour  in  a  war  with  France;  they  express  the 
writer's  contempt  of  the  enemies  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, his  high  respect  for  its  friends,  and  his  firm 
reliance  on  its  own  wisdom  and  energy;  and,  this  is 
not  in  a  paper  intended  to  flatter  the  people  of  America  ; 
it  is  in  a  private  communication  to  a  friend,  where 
there  could  be  no  temptation  to  insincerity.  The 
reader  will  observe,  too,  that  the  first  letter  con- 
tains an  undeniable  proof  of  Mr.  Liston  and  his 
Court's  desire,  that  nothing  should  be  done  by  tiie 
Canadians  unfriendly  or  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  Li  short,  these  letters  are  precisely  what 
was  wanted  to  convince  the  Bitter  IFhigs, '  thiit  it 
is  time  for  them  to  abandon  their  suspiaons  of  the 
motives  of  Great  Britain,  and  to   make  their  ran- 
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cour  give  way  to  a  cordiiil  reconciliation. — As  to 
the  Democrats,  the  partisans  of  France  and  M'^Kcan, 
the  MEX  MITIIOUT  A  (iOD,  they  are  too 
wicked  to  be  refornied,  and  too  despicable  to  be 
reasoned  with. 

From  t/ic  Aurora  of  this  Day. 

(COPY.) 

Philadelphia,  6th    Maj/,   1199, 
SIR, 

'I'lIE  Government  of  the  United  States  appears 
to  be  nearlv  in  the  same  situation  witli  regard  to 
the  Shawenese  Indians,  that  that  ot  Canada  is  with 
lespect  to  the  Mohawks.  The  Shawenese  wish 
the  United  States  to  make  some  alteration  of  their 
limits  as  fixed  bv  tlie  treaty  ot  Grenviile  ;  and  at 
ihc  same  time  to  confirm  the  sales  of  lands  they 
have  already  made,  and  authorize  tuture  alterations, 
'ilie  American  ^linisters,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
determined  not  to  grant  this  fa\'our,  and  are  em- 
barrassed bv  the  persevering  importunity  of  thq 
Indians.  Advices  latelv  arrived  from  IV^rt  AVavne. 
inform  tlie  Admi]iistration,  that  the  Shawenese  in- 
tend this  spring  to  call  a  General  Council  of 
t'ne  nation  (composed  ot  representatives  from  seve- 
ral tribes)  with  a  view  to  take  such  measures  as 
niav  be  thoui;lit  best  calculated  to  obtain  some  mo- 
difications  ot  the  (irenville  Treaty.  And  the  in- 
formation adds,  that  this  idea  \vas  first  suggested 
by  tlie  late  Colonel  M'Kee,  Deputy  Superintendant 
ot  Indian  Affairs. 

The  (jovernment  consider  this  interference  as 
unfriendly  and  injurious  to  their  interests,  and  a 
complaint  has  been  made  to  me  on  the  subject  bv 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a  request  that  I  would 
make  such  representation  of  the  matter  to  you  as 

might 
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might  produce  a  defeat  of  the  pvo'iect  at  present, 
and  prevent  all  intervention  of  a  similar  nature  in 
future. 

I  informed  the  Sccretar)'  of  State  that  I  could 
scarce Iv  brinf^  myselt  to  credit  the  report  respect- 
ing Colonel  M'Kee  ;  that  at  all  events  1  could  not 
conceive  that  ami  thing  luifavuurahlc  to  the  United 
States  could  have  been  contemplated  by  a  public  officer 
in  the  service  of  Great  Britain  j  but  that  I  would 
of  course  make  the  representation  requested  ;  that 
I  made  no  doubt  of  its  having  the  desired  effect, 
because  I  was  confident  that  you  were  sincerelv 
disposed  to  ward  off  every  incident  that  could  give 
Just  cause  of  misunderstanding  beticeen  the  tivo  nations. 

The  situation  ot  public  affairs  in  this  country  con- 
tinues the  same  as  at  the  date  of  mv  last  letters,  un- 
less if  be  that  THE  GO\'KRXMENT  has  given 
A      NEW      SUBJECT      OF      PROVOCATION     TO 

FRANCE,     BY      ENCOURAGING      (iN     CONJUNCTION 

WITH  us)  the  Negro  Chief  Toussainty  in  measures 
ichich  appear  ultimately  to  tend  to  a  separation  of 
the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  from  the  mother  count ri/. 
Whether  ^///.y  AFFRONT  ttvV/  be  pocketed  by  the 
DIRECTORY,  /  do  not  pretend  to  decide ;  but  I  can- 
not persuade  myself  that  it  is  probable! 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

AV^ith  great  truth  and  respect, 
SIR, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  LISTON. 
The  lion.  President  Russell. 

Philadelphia,  23 d  Mai/,  1799. 

SIR, 

MY  last  having  been  entrusted  to  a  person  who 
was  not  going  directly  to  Upper  Canada,  1  am  un- 
certain 
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certain  whether  it  may  yet  have  reached  your  hands, 
and  tlierefore  take  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  a 
duplicate. 

On  public  afTairs  I  ha\  e   scarcely  any  thing  to 
add— ONE  STEP  FURTHER  on   the  road  to 

A     FORMAL      WAR,     BETWEEN     FrANCE      AND     THE 

United  States,  has  been  taken  hij  the  Governor  of 
Guadaloiipc,  who  in  consequence  of  the  cap- 
ture OF  the  Lnsurgente  Frigate,  has  autho- 
rized Frcncli  ships  of  ^var  to  capture  all  American 
vessels,  whether  belonging  to  tlie  Government  or 
to  individuals.  But  the  resolution  of  the  Directory 
on  the  great  question  of  peace  or  war  is  not  yet 
known.  Perhaps  the  new  explosion  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  may  give  them  a  degree  of  em- 
ployment that  may  retard  their  decision. 

In  the  interior  of  this  country  the  declamations 
of  tlie   democratic  faction  on  the   constitutionality 
and  nullity  of  certain  acts  of  the  Legislature,  have 
misled  a  number  of  poor  ignorant  wretches  nito  a 
resistance  to  the  laws  and  a  formal  insurrection — 
Thisfriiulous  rebellion  has  been  quelled  by  a  spi- 
rited e fort  of  certain  volunteer  corps  lakiij  embodied^ 
who  deserve  every  degree  of  praise.    But  the 
conduct  of  these  Gentlemen  having  been  shame- 
fully calumniated  by  some  of  the  popular  nexcspapers, 
ihcij  have  ventured  to   take  the   laio  in   their  oicn 
hands,  and  to  punish  one  or  tico  (f  the  Printers  (by 
a  smart  flogging :)  a  circumstance  ichich  has  given 
rise  to  much   animosity,   to    threats,  and  to  a  com- 
mencement of  armed  associations,  on  the  side  of 
the  Democrats  (particularly  tlie  United  Irislimen) 
and  some  apprehend  that  tlu:  afair  may  lead  to  a 
partial  civil  rear  I     The  portion,   however,  of  the 
Jacobinic   party,  who   could  carry  matters   to  this 
cxtremitv  is  but  small :    the  Government  is  on   its 
guard  AND  Dl^'ERMINED  TO  ACT  WITH 

VIGOUR : 


AUGUST,  1799.  17 

VIGOUR :  and  I  do  not  on  the  whole  apprehend 
any  serious  danger, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  truth  and  respect, 
SIR, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  LISTON*. 
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A  Laxv  Case — Proposed  to  the  Consideration  of  Re- 
publican Journalists. — John  Clothier  versus  Sj/lvanus 
Planter.- — John  Clothier  and  Sylvanus  Planter  disa- 
greeing about  the  settlement  of  an  old  account,  by 
which  a  considerable  balance,  due  to  the  former, 
was  detained  many  years  by  the  latter,  to  the  great 
scandal  of  law  and  justice,  and  the  interruption  of 
mutual  harmony  and  confidence;  tlie  parties  at 
length  agreed  that  each  should  nom.inate  two  ar- 
bitrators, who,  when  met,  should  draw  lots  for  a 
fitth,  and  that  those  five  men,  or  three  of  them, 
should  be  competent  to  examine  and  finally  to  settle 
all  matters  in  variance  between  the  parties.  The 
said  arbitrators  meet,  and  take  a  solemn  oath  care- 
fully and  impartially  to  examine,  and  to  the  best 
ot  their  judgment,  according  to  justice  and  equity, 
to  DECIDE  on  all  questions  proposed  to  their  dis- 
cussion and  award. 

In  the  course  of  the  business,  certain  claims  are 
brought  forward  by  John  Clothier,  which  are  so 
fully  substantiated  by  vouchers  that  three  of  the  ar- 
bitrators agree  to  confirm  them;  but  the  other  two. 


*  It  was  afterwards  proved,  that  Suezey  was  really  a  horse- 
stealer. The  Sheriti"  w;is  prosecuted  for  breaking  C'pcn  the  let- 
ters, but  the  prosecution  was  dropped. 

VOL.  XI.  c  who 
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who  were  nominated  by  Sylvanus  Planter,  formally 
and  pertinaciously  protest  against  them.  The 
three  adhere  to  their  opinion,  and  propose  to  draw 
up  an  award  accordinG;lv.  The  two  declare  that 
it  they  proceed  in  that  intention  they  will  tjuit  the 
board,  and  leave  the  business  unsettled,  tor  that 
they  had  resolved  never  to  sign  such  an  award. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  contends  that  arbi- 
trations and  references  were  wisely  intended  to  put 
an  end  to  contaitiouy  and  to  obtain  justice  without 
the  expense,  delay,  and  vexation  of  law-suits ;  but 
unless  the  judgment  and  award  of  arbitrators  in 
every  case  was  obligatory  on  the  contending  par- 
ties, the  institution  \\'as  illusory,  and  the  oath  taken 
to  submit  to  such  an  award  was  an  impious  trilling 
with  one  of  the  most  sacred  engagements. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  asserts  that  both 
of  the  arbitrators,  nominated  by  his  client,  pro- 
tested against  the  award  as  improper  and  unjust ; 
and  that,  although  his  client  had  engaged  in  a  bond, 
signed  by  both  parties,  to  submit  to  the  award  of 
three  of  the  arbitrators,  it  was  also  provided  that, 
to  torm  a  board  to  do  business,  one  at  least  of  the 
arbitrators  nominated  by  his  client  must  be  pre- 
sent ;  and  ot  course,  that  both  of  them  being 
unanimous,  might  by  retirmg  dissolre  the  boards 
which  they  actually  threatened  to  do  when  they 
discovered  the  business  was  like  to  terminate  against 
the  interest  of  their  constituents 

Query:  Whether  this  clause  in  the  arbitration 
bond  was  intended,  or  can  be  justV  construed,  to 
hupede  the  course  of  justice,  and  prevent  a  judg- 
ment being  issued  ;  or  whether  it  was  designed, 
jnerely  to  provide  against  the  possible  absence  of 
both  of  the  arbitrators,  of  either  party,  by  deaths, 
sickness,  or  other  unavoidable  hindrance.?  as, 
otherwise,  two  arbitrators  of  either  party  might,  at 
any  time  prevent  a  settlement,  however  just,  when 

they- 
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they  thought  it  would  issue  against  their  consti- 
tuent, and  leave  the  business  still  to  be  terminated 
by  the  harpies  of  the  law.  But  as  both  the  gen-> 
tlemen,  nominated  by  Sylvanus  Planter,  did  at- 
tend through  the  whole  of  the  business,  I  would 
ask,  are  they  not  bound  by  the  ties  of  honour, 
conscience,  and  com.mon  usage,  to  continue  to  the 
close,  and  to  sanction  the  judgment  of  their  col- 
leagues by  their  presence,  if  not  by  their  signa- 
tures ;  or  if  they  still  resolve  to  secede,  which  has 
become  very  fashionable,  of  late,  with  Republi- 
can minorities  :  query,  ought  their  absence  to  pre- 
vent or  delay  the  final  settlement  ?  and  are  they  not 
chargeable  with  all  the  evil  consequences  that  may 
follow  from  such  extraordinary  conduct  ? 

QUERIST. 

The  Querist  has  my  thanks  for  his  communica- 
tion.    I  should  reallv  think,  that  he  alluded  to  the 
recent  conduct  of  the  American  Commissioners,  had 
he  not  omitted  a   very  material   circumstance  :  to 
wit,  that  John  Clothier   (relying  implicitly  on  the 
good  faith  of  Sijlvamis  Planter  for  the  due  execu- 
tion of  the  agreement)    did  give  up  a  PLEDGE 
zohich  he  held  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  due  to 
him. — The   statement  of  the  Querist,    as  far  as  it 
goes,  is  a  fair  one,  and  the  method  he   has  taken 
to    bring    the    subject   forward    is    ingenious    and 
modest ;  but  we  nmst  begin  to  speak  plain  on  this 
important  subject.     It  is  an  old  remark,  that/cz/j/ei: 
had  their  origin  in  despotic  states,  where  men  dared 
not  speak  of  persons  and  things  as  they  were,  and 
therefore   hid  their  ct^sure  under  the  mask  ot  a 
fable.     I  hope  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  the    ne- 
cessity of  adopting  such  an  artifice  !  At  any  rate  I 
mean  to   tiy  it.     I  clearly   perceive,  that    I  shall 
stand  alone  for  a  time ;  but,   this  will  be  no  new 
thijig  to  m<j. 

c  2  Doctor 
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Doctor  Stock. ^-Extract  from  BacJies  Gazette  of 
SOth  December,  1194,  purporting  to  be  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  from  Glasgoic,  dated  26th  September,  1794. 
— '*  Tlie  trials  for  liigli  treason,  which  have  taken 
*'  place  in  Scotland,  will  doubtless  claim  attention, 
"■  even  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. — Mr. 
"  DOWNIE  (who  was  hanged  at  Edinburgh) 
"  bears  his  fate  with  all  the  fortitude  and  dignity 
"  which  lirtue  and  patriotism  naturally  inspire. — 
";  The  grand  jurv  also  found  a  bill  of  indictment 
"against  JOI  In  EDWARD  STOCK,  a  Student 
"  of  Medicine  in  this  University,  a  young  gentleman 
"  of  promising  abilities  and  amiable  manners.  He, 
*'  however,  has  foriunateh)  Jied  to  your  Jiemis- 
"  phere:' 

[Now,  reader,  this  is  the.  identical  DOCTOR 
STOCK  who  is  so  very,  very  intimate  with  Dx\L- 
LAS,  at  present  the  Secretaiy  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, formcrlv  an  unsuccessful  play-actor  at  Ja- 
maica ;  I  am  told,  and  much  am  I  astonished  at  it, 
that  this  DALLAS,  the  friend  of  Genet,  Fauchet, 
Adet,  and  Yrujc,  and  the  patron  of  M'Kean  ;  I 
am  told  that  this  man,  the  open,  the  avowed,  the 
bitter  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  is  frequently  visited 
by  British  Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissi(mcrs. — 
l' wonder  whether  DOCTOR  STOCK  is  of  the 
party  of  these  visits  ?] 


M^Keaii  and  Co. — Amongst  the  ridiculous  parts  ot 
the  Address,  which  Leib,  Co.ve,  Miles,  Dallas,  &c. 
Sec.  have  published  in  behalf  of  M'Kean,  is,  the  con- 
clusion,^ in  which  they  call  upon  their  "  Eriekds  and 
Ffllow  C[Tizi-.Nb"  to  leave  nothinsf  undone  to  oet 
him  elected,  because  republicanism  is  in  great  danger 
in  Europe. — "  Whether,"  say  they,  "•  we  consider 
"  thiC  intelligence  from  abroad,  concerning  the 
"  operations  of   all   the   mightiest  of   the   despotic 

"  powers. 


i< 
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powers,  &c.  we  are  most  solemnly  affected  with 
the  prospect  that  presents  itself.  A  combination  of 
Emperors  and  King-s  is  formed  on  a  basis  avow- 
*'  edly  hostile  to  the  theoretical,  as  well  as  to  the 
"  practical,  sovei^eignti/  of  the  peonle,  throughout  the 
"  world." 

Well!  and  what  then? — Do  vou  imag-in^,  that 
your  electing  M'Kea?i  will  break  up  the  combi- 
nation? What  is  this  poor  old  soul  to  do  against 
"  all  the  mightiest  of  the  despotic  powers?"  Will 
his  receiving  two  thousand  fwinuh  a  ijear  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  prevent 
Marshall  Suwarroff  from  m.archin 2:  to  Paris?  I'll  en- 
gage  that  neither  of  the  Emperors  or  Kings  ot  Eu- 
rope know  that  t' ere  is  such  a  being  in  existence, 
except  King  George,  perhaps,  who  mav  have  read 
of  him  in  the  "  DEMOCRATIC  JUDGE."— 
The  other  four  committee-men  are  stupid  creatures, 
but  was  it  not  a  shame,  now,  for  you,  Dallas  and 
Coxe,  to  attempt  to  persuade  the  poor  citizens,  that, 
by  their  choosing  this  old  man  to  govern  them,  they 
would  prevent  the  Emperors  and  Kings  from  root- 
ing out  the  comfortable  doctrine  of  the  "  Sove- 
^'  reignty  of  the  people?" — Was  it  not  a  shame, 
I  say  ? — How  you  must  have  laughed  to  yourselves, 
when  }ou  saw  Leib,  Muhlenberg,  and  the  otlier  two, 
swallowing  the  bait,  and  j)ompously  putting  their 
hands  to  such  a  miserable  bore ! 

M^Kean's  Tavern  Bill. — The  Virtue  of  Economij 
as  exeniplijied  in  the  Conduct  qf'  Thomas  M'Kean 
and  his  Aids. — York  County. — The  county  had 
formerly  to  pay  the  tavern-club  ot  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice and  his  aids  during  the  weeklv  sessions  of  the 
Court.  The  amount  of  those  clubs  may  be  seen 
from  the  annexed  list.  By  tlic  new  constitution 
the  Judge  is  allowed  only  four  dollars  a  day  tor 
his  travelling  expenses  while  on  the  circuit,  and 
we  hear   that   since   he   has  thus  to  pay  his  club 

c  3  out 


tz  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

out  of  his  own  pocket,  it  never  amounts  to  more 
than  twelve  or  sixteen  d(jllars  a  week.  But  before 
that,  the  account  stood  as  toUows — AVitness  the 
York  Records. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1782, 

Per  week, 

Hard  money. 

GI- 

8 

1 

1783, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

GS 

1 

6 

1784, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

59 

14 

10 

1785, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

29 

15 

6 

1786, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

38 

19 

9 

1787, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

50 

14 

9 

1788, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

73 

16 

1 

1789, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

54 

0 

7 

1790, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

*74 

3 

0 

Apostacy. — To  Judge  Mr.  M'Kean. — Sir,  in  your 
electioneering  address,  you  say,  that  you  are  a  "  de- 
"  void  member  of  the  church  of  Mr,  Adams." — Be  it 
so.  Sir  ;■ — but  you  could  not,  then,  I  think,  teel 
very  pleasant,  when  you  gave  your  daughter's  hand 
to  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  when  you  heard  her 
renounce  and  for  ever  abjure  wdiat  the  Romish 
Church  calls  the  "  damnable  Iwirsics,"  in  which  she 
had  been  educated !  AV^hen  she  uttered  this  solemn 
renunciation,  ytuir  Presbyterian  devotion  must  have 
received  a  most  furious  shock. 

This  young  lady's  voluntary  entrance  into  the 
bosom  of  the  Catliolic  Church  has,  by  some  per- 
sons, been  thought  a  mere  temporary  expedient  to 
answer  purposes  far  different  irom  those  of  religion ; 
but.  Sir,  however  ^ou  might  be  inclined  to  stretch 
a  point  for  the  honour  of  being  called  the  father 
of  a    NOBLEMAN,  I   look    upon   your    amiable 


*  Pennsylvania  money  is  one  ihiid  less  in  value  than  sterling  : 
that  is,  three  pounds  Penn-sylvania  make  two  pounds  sterling. 
Forty  guineas  a  wet  k  for  a  J  udc;p  s  tavtrn  score,  is  not  much 
amiss,  especially  when  we  con^iler  that  America  is  blessed  with 
<?bcve  Four  Hundred  Judges  ! ! ! ! 

daughter's 
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daughter's  coriversion  as  perfectly  sincere,  and  I  have 
yet  hopes  (notwithstanding  your  denial)  of  seeing 
you  toilovv  her  pious  example. — In  the  mean  time, 
however,  your  anxiety  to  become  our  Governor, 
your  patriotic  desire  to  receive  tivo  thousand  pounds 
a  year.,  in  place  of  the  one  thousand  you  now  re- 
ceive, has  led  you  into  many  and  great  inconsisten- 
cies.— Strange  indeed  is  the  conduct  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Hibernian  Society,  who  labours  to  clear 
his  character  ot  the  "  charge"  of  being  an  Irish- 
man ;  and  still  more  strange  is  the  conduct  of  a 
father,  who,  to-day,  gives  his  daughter's  hand  to 
a  Papist,  and  to-morrow,  thinks  it  necessary  to 
come  publicly  forward  and  clear  his  character  of  th(^ 
"  charge''  of  being  a  Roman  Catholic!  * 
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Canal  Luffcrij. — Joseph  Ball  and  Co. — This  JO- 
SEPH BALL  is,  very  much  to  my  astonish- 
ment, nominated  by  the  Federalists  ot  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  as  a  proper  person  to  be  elected 
a  Senator  for  the  said  city,  &:c.  I  therefore  re- 
publish, from  my  Gazette  of  the  11th  and  20th  of 
July,  the  statements  respecting  the  CAXAL  LOT- 
TERY, No.  12,  from  which  statements,  I  think,   it 

*  This  is  part  of  a  letter  addressed  to  M'Kean,  and  signed 
"  An  Irhh  Catholic."  The  feet  alluded  to,  respecting  M'Kd.an's 
daughter,  is  a  most  shocking  one.  The  Spanish  Ambas- 
SADuR  courted  the  young  woman,  but  would  not  marry 
her,  unless  she  first  became  a  Catholic.  INIost  ot"  my  readers 
know  the  humiliating  ceremony  that  she  must  have  gone  throughj 
and  it  is  really  true,  that  her  father  and  mother  assisted  at  the 
cereaiony,  during  whicli  she  renounced  the  "  damnable  here- 
"  sii's,"  in  which  they  iiad  brought  her  up,  and  in  which  tliey 
themselves  still  C(Mitinued  ! ! — Such  are  the  accommodating  prin- 
ciples of  a  republican  Chiiif  Justire  ! 

c  4  will 
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will  appear,  that  B  VLL  is  not  a  proper  person  trt 
be  chosen  as  a  Senator,  nor  even  as*a  constable.  If 
the  Federalists  of  Philadelphia  can  find,  in  all  their 
partv,  no  man  more  worthy  of  being  entrusted 
with  the  making:  of  laws  than  one  of  the  Manas;ers 
of  the  Canal  Lottery,  it  is  time  to  abandon  them  ; 
for,  as  to  myself,  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  would 
sooner  yote  for  Israel  Israel  than  any  of  the  famous 
JSix.  I  am  duly  impressed  with  the  eyils,  which 
would  result  from  the  success  of  M'Kean  ;  but,  if 
fhat  success  is  to  be  prevented  only  by  a  compro- 
mise with  such  men  as  Ball,  I  say,  let  him  be 
Governor.  The  disgrace  ot  submitting  to  tyranny 
is  not  half  so  great  as  the  avoiding  ot  it  by  such 
despicable  mea  jS. 

lllh  July. — Canal  Lottery,  No.  2. — The  repe- 
tition of  tliese  words  is  become  as  disgusting 
to  me  as  the  sound  of  them  undoubtedly  is  to  my 
readers  3  I  am,  however,  induced  to  make  use  of 
them  once  more,  by  way  of  title  to  my  remarks 
on  the  shameful  detention  of  the  Prize  Money. — 
I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  avoid  a 
newspaper  discussion  of  this  subject,  and  I  now 
enter  on  it  with  extreme  reluctance  ;  but,  as  a 
vender  of  the  tickets,  I  think  it  necessary  to  prove 
that  I  have  no  part  in  the  disgraceful  transaction, 
and  I  know  that  an  exposure  of  those  who  have, 
is  a  duty,  which,  as  an  Editor,  I  owe  to  an  injured, 
insulted,  and  indignant  public. 

In  order  to  place  the  matter  in  a  clear  light ;  to 
make  it  perfectly  intelligible  to  my  readers  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  every  where  else, 
it  will  be  necessary  first  to  lay  before  them  the 
Scheme  of  the  Lottery,  which  was  published  by 
the  Manai^ers,  in  the  followins:  words: 

Canal  Lottery,  No.  2.— We  the  Commissioners 
appointed   by   the    Governor   to   superintend   the 

drawing 
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drawing  of  the  lottery,  inform  the  public,  that  the 
tickets  are  now  rolling  up,  and  that  the  drawing 
vvill  positively  commence  on  Monday,  the  29th  of 
May  next.  Frederick  Kiiht, 

James  Ash, 
Philadelphia,  April  17,  1797.    George  Budd. 

Tickets  at  six  dollars  each,  to  be  had  at  the 
Canal  Office,  near  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  either  of  the  subscribers. 

,  Joseph  Ball, 

Ml  John  SrEiNMETZ, 
J  Standish  Forde, 
anasrers.  <  ■r'  ttt- 

^  \    TRANCIS   U  EST, 

f  James  AI'Crea, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 

scheme  of  lottery,  no.  2- 
Prizes.  Dollars. 

1   of  twenty  thousand  dollars     20,000 
1   of  ten  thousand  dollars  10,000 

5  of  four  thousand  dollars 
each,  to  be  paid  to  the  pos- 
sessors of  the  five  numbers 
first  out  of  the  wheel  on 
the  last  day's  drawing,  at 
which  time  there  shall  not 
be  less  than  500  numbers 
undrawn,  20,000 

10  of  two  thousand  dolls,  each     20,000 
20  of  one  thousand  dolls,  each     20,000 
43  of  five  hundred  dolls,  each     21,500 
100  of  two  hundred  dolls,  each     20,000 
100  of  one  hundred  dolls,  each     10,000 
220  of  fifty  dollars  each  1 1 ,000 

29,500  of  live  dollars  each-  147,500 


30,000  tickets  at  ten  dollars  each     300,000 

Six 


26  GAZETTE  SELECTION. 

Six  dollars  for  each  ticket  will  only  be  dcipanded 
at  the  time  of  sale. 

g^f-  r^  iS^^-  ALL  PRIZES  SHALL  BE 
}\\ID  TEN  DAYS  AFTER  THE  DRAAVING 
IS  FINISH  El),  upon  the  demand  of  the  possessor 
of  a  fortunate  ticket,  subject  to  a  deduction  ot  13 
per  cent. 

Such  prizes  as  are  not  demanded  v.dthin  twelve 
months  after  the  drawing  is  finished,  of  which  pub- 
lic notice  will  be  given,  shall  be  considered  as  re- 
linquislied  for  the  use  of  the  Canal,  and  applied  ac- 
cordingly. 

Here  is  the  compact,  entered  into  with  the  pub- 
lic ;  here  is  the  promise,  which  was  made  by  the 
MANAGERS  to  the  purchascrs  of  tickets,  and  bv 
which  those  purchasers  were  induced  to  lay  out  tlieir 
monev.  Nothing:  could  be  more  tormal  and  so- 
lemn  than  was  this  engagement.  First,  the  legis- 
lature passed  a  law  authorizing  the  lottery  ;  this 
law,  which  was  published  with  the  Governor's 
sanction,  provides  of  the  taking  of  bonds  from  the 
Managers,  for  the  due  payment  of  the  prizes.  The 
world  is  then  informed,  by  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  that  the  lottery  is  about  to  com- 
mence drawings  and,  last  of  all,  come  the  ma- 
najrers,  in  order  "  to  make  assurance  double  sure," 
and  solemnlv  promise,  in  their  own  njimes,  that 
"  ALL  PRIZES  SHALL  BE  PAID  TEN  DAYS 
"  AFTER  THE  DR  VWING  IS  FINISHED." 

Who  would  have  iniagined,  that,  with  all  this  be- 
fore their  eyes,  the  managers  w^ould  dare  to  refuse 
payment  after  the  ten  days  were  expired  r  AVlio 
w^ould  have  imagined,  till  Joseph  Ball  and  his  ac- 
complices proved  the  fact,  that  any  six  men  in  the 
world  would  think  of  existing  under  tlie  load  of 
odium,  that  such  a  barefaced  breach  of  confidence 
must  inevitably  bring  upon  them.^ 

The 
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The  progress  of  this  business,  as  far  has  it  has 
reached  my  knowledge,  is  explained  in  the  follow- 
ing letters,  which  I  wrote  to  the  managers,  and 
which  I  insert  here,  as  well  for  the  information  of 
the  public  as  to  prove  that  I  have  neglected  nothing 
to  avoid  the  necessitv  of  the  step  which  I  have,  at 
last,  been  obliged  to  take. 

'  Philadelphia,  April  27,  1799. 
'  Sir, 

'  I  take  the  libert\'  to  inform  vou,  that  I  have 

*  made   application  to  the  treasurer  of  the   Canal 

*  Lottery  company,  for  pavment  of  a  prize  of  500 
'  dollars,    which  I  hold  ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to   add, 

*  that  he  has,  in  the  presence  of  witness,  positively 

*  retused  to  make    payment.      I    shall   wait  until 

*  ^londay  next,  Sir,  in  hopes   that  you  will  be   so 

*  good  as  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  this 
'  very  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  treasurer  j  but 

*  I  candidly  inrorm  you,   at  the  same  time,  that  if 

*  I  do  not  obtain  such  explanation  on  Monday,  I 

*  shall  feel   it  my  duty  to  those  who  have  bought 

*  tickets  of  me  to  come  forward  publicly  with  a 
'  complaint  on  the  subject,  and  to  convince  my 
'  customers  that  I  have  no  hand  in  the  detention  of 

*  their  prize-moncv. 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
'  Sir, 
*  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

'    W.M.    COBBETT.' 

'  Mr.  Standish  Fordc' 

'  To  Mcssi's.  Joseph  Ball,  Jolin  Stcinmctz,  Slaiidish 

*  Forde,  Fj-ancis  West,  James  M'Crea,  and  Wil- 

*  Ham  Mantgomerij,  Managers  qf  the  Canal  Lot- 
'  tenj,  Xo.  2. 

'  Gentlemen, 

*  The  publication  of  the  scheme  of  the  Lottery, 

*  of  w^iich  you  are  the  managers,  was  accompanied 

•  with 
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with  a  promise,  solemnly  made  by  you  to  the 
public,  that  "  all  prizes  should  be  paid  ten  days 
'  after  the  drawing  was  finished;"  That  the  draw- 
ing was  finished  more  than  three  times  ten  days 
ago  is  a  fact,  Gentlemen,  of  which  you  need  not 
be  informed  ;  and  yet,  it  is  notorious,  that  the 
payment  of  the  prizes  lias  not  yet  begun. 

*  As  a  holder  or  a  prize  in  the  Lotter}%  I  should 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  complain  of  this 
breach  of  promise ;  but,  considerations  much  more 
weighty  than  the  payment  of  the  prizes  I  hold 
have  induced  me  to  write  you  this  letter. 

*  You  cannot  be  ignorant.  Gentlemen,  that  a 
great  number  of  your  tickets  (no  small  proportion 
of  the  whole)  are  distributed  about  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  with  -my  name  on  the  back  of 
them.  1  have  sold  these  tickets,  aitd  you  have 
received  the  money  for  them.  During  the  sale, 
in  order  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  purchasers,  I 
have,  from  time  to  time,  published  the  scheme, 
accompanied  with  your  promise  of  punctual 
payment.  The  holders  of  tickets  were  long 
ago  informed,  that  the  drawing  was  finished,  and 
they  naturally  expected,  that  the  promised  pay- 
ment would  take  place.  The  prizes  have  been 
presented  at  your  office;  but  there,  the  bearers 
of  them,  instead  ot  prompt  payment,  have  re- 
ceived an  equivocal  and  unsatisiactory  refusal. 

'  In  some  instances,  however,  the  refusal  has  been 
flat  and  plain.  On  the  27th  of  April,  which  was 
twenty-four  days  after  the  drawing  AN^as  finished, 
I  sent  in  a  500  dollar  prize  for  payment,  which 
pavmcnt  the  treasurer  positively  refused  to  make. 
1  wrote  an  account  of  this  to  Mr.  Standish  Forde, 
to  whom  I  at  the  same  time  intimated  my  reso- 
solution  of  coming  publicly  torward  to  convince 
my  customers,  that  I  had  no  hand  in  the  deten- 
tion of  their   prize-money.      This  has  produced 

*  me 
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me  a  verbal  message  from  you,  by  the  mouth  of 
your  check  clerk,  Mr.  Brooke,  informing  me, 
that  you  had  agreed  to  pay  the  particular  prize 
which  zcas  held  by  me.  But,  Gentlemen,  this  offer 
I  cannot  accept  of,  I  will  receive  no  payment, 
until  the  other  holders  of  prizes  receive  theirs, 
as  I  neither  have,  nor  wish  to  have,  any  possible 
claim  to  a  preference  in  this  respect.  It  is  true 
I  have  paid  you  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  I  paid 
it  the  moment  it  was  due,  but  I  paid  it  not  a  mo- 
ment before.  I  wish  for  like  honest  payment  at 
vour  hands  ;  but  I  will  never  receive  that  pay- 
ment as  afavou?' ;  much  less  will  I  receive  it  as  a 
sop.  No,  Gentlemen,  I  scorn  to  enter  into  a 
compromise,  in  which  the  interest  of  my  cus- 
tomers and  of  the  public  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  my 
own. 

*  Upon  due  reflection,  GentlemeUj  you  cannot 
look  upon  this  representation  as  an  impertinent 
or  otticious  interference  in  your  concerns,  because 
you  must  perceive,  that  my  character  and  credit 
are  deeplv  involved  by  the  forfeiture  of  your  pro- 
mise. Had  mv  sale  of  tickets  been  confined  to 
the  citv  of  Philadelphia,  where  it  is  well  known  I 
was  nothing  more  tlian  a  mere  retailer  of  them, 
then  perhaps,  I  should,  for  a  time  at  least,  have 
left  this  complaint  to  some  other;  but,  I  have  sert 
tickets  to  everv  part  oi  the  United  States,  to  Ca- 
nada, Nova  Scotia,  and  the  West  Indies,  and,  in 
these  distant  parts,  it  is  impossible  that  it  shoukl 
be  knovv^n,  that  I  have  no  interest  in  tlie  non 
payment  of  the  prizes.  ^lany  persons  never 
heard  of  the  Lotterv  but  throu5j-h  me ;  manv 
others  never  would  have  purchased  tickets  it  I 
had  not  been  the  vender  of  them  ;  one  half  of 
the  country  people  look  upon  my  house  as  the 
Lottcry-ofiice ;    and    no  inconsiderable    number 

*  have 
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*  have  come  to  demand  of  me  the  payment  of  their 

'  prizes. 

'  I'nder  these  circumstances,  Gentlemen,  I  can 
'  no   longer  remain  silent.     You  may  spare   your- 

*  selves  the  trouble  of  any  further  overtures  to  mc. 

*  Either  you  must  immediately  pay  the  prizes,  or  I 
'  must  bring  the  whole  matter  before  the  public/ 

'  I  am, 

'  Gentlemen, 

'  Your  most  humble  and 

*  Obedient  servant, 

*  AVm.  Cobbett/ 

'  Philadelphia,^ 
Gfh  Maij,    1799.' j" 

This  letter  caused  some  little  confusion  in  the 
camp.  A  meeting  of  the  managers  wa^  called, 
and,'  after^vard,  a  meeting  of  the  Canal  Company, 
the  immediate  consequence  of  which  was,  a  pub- 
lication of^  the  list  of  prizes.  This,  I  thought,  was 
a  proof  of  their  having  resolved  to  do  justice  to  the 
prize-holders,  in  which  opinion  I  was  confirmed  by 
their  paying  tlie  prize  of  500  dollars,  zchich  I  held, 
and  some  odiers ;  but,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  I 
found  that  they  still  refused  to  pay  any  other  prize 
of  considerable  amount,  and  in  this  refusal  they 
have  continued  ever  since. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  they  have  cleared  by  the  Lottery, 
No.  2,  TWENTY-TWO  THOUSAND  DOL- 
LARS, and  yet  they  have  the  impudence  to  assert, 
that  they  arc  unable  to  pay  the  prizes! !  !  To  com- 
ment on  the  proriigacy  of  such  conduct  would  be 
an  insult  to  the  understanding  and  to  the  rectitude 
of  my  readers.  Every  one  must  see  it  in  its  true 
light,  and  seeing,  he  must  abhor  it.  I  am  told 
that  ^Ir.  Montgomery  should  declare,  that  he  did 
not  care  ?idamn  for  me,  or  for  aiiy  thi?ig  thcrt  I  could 
publish  on  the  subject.     There  are  some  persons,  who 

may 
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may  perhaps,  admire  such  an  heroic  contenipt  for 
the  good  oi)inion  of  mankind ;  but  1  believe,  what- 
ever Mr.  'Montgomery  may  thin]-:  of  the  matter, 
that  there  are  very  few  honest  men,  who  will  wish 
for  a  like  opportunity  of  evincing  their  intrepi- 
dity. 

20th  Jnlij. — Canal  Lottery,    Xo.    2. — The    Ma- 
nagers  of  this  Lottery  are, 

Joseph  BalLj 


John  Steinmetz, 
F1IANCIS  West, 


Standish  Forde, 
James  M'Crea, 
AVm.  Montgomery. 


These  gejitkmen  seem  to  be  perfectly  callous. — 
They  laugh,  I  am  told,  at  my  exposition  of  their 
conduct,  and  at  the  universal  indif^iwJion,  which 
that  exposition  has  produced.  They  d6,  however, 
now  and  then  condescend  to  tell  people,  that  they 
are  unable  to  pay  any  prize  above  .50  dollars.  Nqw, 
I  assert,  that  they  have  cleared  \w  the  Lotterv,  No.  2, 
TWENTV-TIW  THOUSAND  DOLLARS',  that 
is,  they  will  have  this  sum  left,  after  havins,  paid 
all  the  prizes ;  and  yet  they  are  unable  to  pay  !  1 1  Vn- 
heard  of  impudence  ! 

But,  there  is  another  fiict,  a  most  damnijig 
fact,  which  I  did  not  produce  against  them,  be- 
cause I  was  in  hopes  that  they  had  some 
sense  of  shame  left,  and  that  my  last  publication 
would  have  induced  thmn  to  do  justice. — They  tell 
the  holders  of  prizes,  that  they  are  unable  to 
pay  any  prize  above  ^fijhj  dollars ;  now,  the  truth 
is,  one  of  them,  or  all  oi  them,  purchased  the 
ixcenty  thousand  dollar  prize  of  the  person  who 
drew  it.  The  neat  amount  of  this  prize  is  seven- 
teen thousand  Jive  hundred  dollars,  lor  which  the) , 
or  one  of  them,  gave  some  lands  \  and,  of  this  prize 
they  have  received,  out  of  the  Lottery -office, /;;<;> 
teen  thousand  dollars,  at  least ! ! ! — Tlui'.,  to  them- 
selves, they  are  able  to  ^-av  fourteen  thousand  dollars 
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on  one  single  prize,  while  to  others,  they  are  "  iin. 
able'  to  pay  a  poor  hundred  dollars! 

One  of  the  four  thousand  dollar  prizes  is  due 
to  the  daughter  of  a  poor  countryman.  Tlie  neat 
amount  of  it  is  3,400  dollars,  which  is  a  very  pretty 
little  fortune,  and  would,  probably,  be  the  lasting 
source  of  happiness  to  a  numerous  and  worthy  off- 
spring. The  proprietor  of  the  prize,  as  well  as 
her  parents,  must  have  been  greatly  elated  af  this 
favour  of  fortune.  It  must  have  given  a  new  turn 
to  their  plan  of  life.  They  must  have  anticipated 
their  future  comforts.  Already,  perhaps,  had  they 
iixed  upon  the  farm  to  be  purchased  with  the 
money. — And  shall  all  these  hopes  be  dashed,  shall 
they  for  ever  be  destroyed,  and  shall  these  unsus- 
pecting people  be  replunged  into  poverty,  with  the 
addition  (jf  disappointment  and  despair,  by  the 
blasting  rapacity  of  Joseph  Ball  and  Co.  f' — Is  there 
no  law,  no  public  spirit  j  is  there  nothing  in  the 
country  to  prevent  this  ?  * 


TJie  Boxiu'j^  Judge,  and  the  Dealer  hi  Passports. — 
The  following  articles,  from  Boston  papers,  fur- 
nish a  pretty  tolerable  specimen  ot  republican  pa- 
triotism and  decency.  My  readers  have  heard,  that 
certain  young  men,  in  Boston,  celebrated  the  7th 
of  July,  the  anniversary  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
treat}'  widi  France.  Several  orations  were  deli- 
vered on  tlie  occasion,  one  by  a  Judge  Livermore, 
of  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  which  contained 
the  relation  of  a  curious  tact,  respecting  the  sale  of 
French  passports  for  vessels,  by  one  Lee.  Alter 
this  preface,  the  Boston  publications  will  speak  for 
themselves. 


*  The  Managers  have  never  yet  paid  the  money  :  they  Uve  and 
laugh  at  the  public!  I ! 

*  Boston^ 
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"  Boston,  August  13,  1799. 
Mr.  Russell, 
As  many  of  my  friends  have  not  seen  and  pro- . 
bably  never  will  see  Mr.  Livermore's  oration,  I  re- 
quest you  will,  for  their  information,  -  publish  the 
following  extract  from  it : — "  There  are  other  wavs 
"  of  bribing-  than  the  bribe  direct.  And  how  has 
"  it  happened,  that  many  gentlemen  in  the  United 
"  States  have  their  vessels  untouched  by  French 
"  privateers  ?  Some  have  made  fortunes  ;  and  most 
"  have  greatly  enriciied  themselves ;  and  tliose  gen- 
"  tlcmen  invariably  violent  partisans  of  the  Frencli. 
"  — It  is  easily  solved — it  is  a  well  known  fact, 
"  that  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Lee)  arrived  from  France 
*'  last  summer  with  French  passports,  which  he  open- 
"  ly  offered f 07' sale y — Had  Mr.  Livermore  have 
omitted  my  name,  I  should  possiblv  have  taken  no 
other  notice  of  the  piece,  than  to  havT  asked  him 
in.  private  an  explanation  of  this  passage  ;  but  as  he 
has  so  pointedly  and  personally  attacked  me,  I  am 
compelled,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  and  in 
vindication  of  my  character,  thus /;z^/;//r/^  to  declare, 
the  said  Judge  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Esq; 
ot  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  to  have  been  guilty 
of  a  malicious  and  scandalous  falsehood." 

"  W.  LEE." 

[This  brought  the  parties  together ;  but,  instead 
oi  death-doing  deeds,  they,  like  their  country,  very 
humanely  and  very  wisely  proposed  negoliation  ; 
and,  as  if  they  were  resolved  to  imitate  the  Federal 
CTOvernment  in  form  as  well  as  in  spirit,  the  nego- 
tiators appointed  were  three  in  number.] 

Accommodation.—''  IT  APPEARS,  that  Mr.  Lee 
purchased  of  ^Ir.  MourgiWy  a  Citizen  of  Paris,  two 
instruments  of  safe  conduct  or  protections  for  two 
cargoes  to  be  shipped  from  America  to  France 
(which  passports  Mr.  Muurguc  obtained  from  the 
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Minister  of  Marine  in  Paris)  this  appears  to  have 
been  merely  a  mercantile  transaction  on  the  part  of 
IMr.  Lee,  to  cover  his  property,  and  with  no  view  to 
render  any  service  to  France  or  injur}^to  America. 

j"  On  the  other  hand,  it  appears,  tliat  Judge  Liver- 
viore  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  no 
intention  to  injure  his  reputation ;  but  deemed  the 
circumstance  of  Mr.  LA'es  being  in  possession  of 
the  instruments,  or  passports  aforesaid,  a  justification 
of  adducing  it  in  proof  of  his  general  position,  that 
the  French  Government  were  using  indirect  means 
to  inHuence  and  bribe  the  Citizens  of  America. 

**  From  this  statement,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
Judge  Livcrmore  ought  to  acknowledge  to  Mr.  Lee, 
that  he  did  not  merit  the  insinuation  of  "  bribery," 
nor  charge  of  "  openly  offering  for  sale"  the  pro- 
tections in  question,  as  contained  in  his  oration. 

"And  on  the  other  hand,  that  }\h.Lee  acknowledge 
to  Judge  Livcrmore,  that  he  did  not  merit  the  charge- 
made  against  him  by  Mr.  Lee,  in  the  papers,  that 
he  "  was  guiltv  of  a  malicious  and  scandalous  false- 
hood." 

JOHXC.JOXES, 
ir/LLLLM  EUSTICE, 
JOHN  IVINSLOWr 

"  Boston,  Aug.  21,  1799." 

[Both  parties  were,  it  seems,  satisfied  with  this 
ingenious  award,  and,  if  I  do  not  admire  their  spirit, 
I  cannot  but  commend  their  extreme  moderation. 
The  profound  casuistry  of  Messrs.  Jones,  Eustice, 
and  Winslov/  are  also  v/orthy  of  the  highest  en- 
comium. The  "  mercantile  transaction'  of  Mr. 
Lee  is  admirable  ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  the  whole 
of  the  award  proves  most  incontestibly,  that  these 
negotiators  are  endowed  with  a  discrimination  rarely 
to  be  met  with.  Il  is  unpleasant,  however,  to  add, 
that  their  labours  proved  abortive.  While  they  were 

settling 
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settling  the  point  of  honour,  the  parties  came  to 
blows,  as  the  reader  is  about  to  see]. 

"  Bosto?i,  August  23,  1799." 
"  My  Dear  Sir, 

*'  You  probably  have  heard  of  the  fracas  of  yes- 
terday; but  as  the  miserable  fag-end  of  the  Jaco- 
bins will  endeavour  to  misrepresent  it,  as  usual,  I 
will  give  you  the  particulars  as  I  saw  them. 

"  You  will  have  seen  in  the  papers  the  charge 
which  Judge  Livermore,  of  Portsmouth,  made  in 
his  oration  of  the  7th,  against  a  Mr.  Lee,  who 
brought  certain  dispatches  from  France.  The  fact 
is,  Lee  did  absolutely  purchase  two  passports  to 
secure  property  against  French  privateers. — He 
knew  the  French  directory  were  rascally  enoup-h  to 
dispense  with  any  rules  for  Vargent. — He  by  his 
agent,  therefore,  bribed  t!ie  Minister  of  Marine' with 
between  3  and  iOOO  livres,  and  obtained  the  pass- 
ports.— ^These  passports  protected  his  property.  Af- 
ter he  arrived,  he  offered  them  (for  he  told  me,  in 
the  presence  of  a  third  person)  to  four  gentlemen, 
Messrs.  Frederick,  W.  Geyer,  and  Joseph  Russel, 
Colonel  AVatson  and  Colonel  T.  H.  Perkins. — 'They 
advised  him  not  to  mention  the  matter  again ;  and 
the  passports  went  to  the  southward — were  sold, 
and  the  purchasers,  as  Lee  says,  made  a  handsome 
some  of  money  by  them.  From  these  facts  Jud:-  e 
Livermore  conceived  himself  justifiable  to  add  this 
instance,  to  the  long  list  or  French  criminal  pro- 
ceedings. Li  consequence,  Lee  foolishly  contra- 
dicted the  statement,  as  you  will  have  seen.  The 
subject  was  left  to  referees;  then"  award  you  will 
have  seen,  which  both  parties  appeared  satisfied 
with.  But  during  this  discussion,  as  the  Boston 
papers  have  a  great  circulation  in  Portsmouth,  Judge 
L.  thought  it  necessary  to  make  the  reply  to  Leo's 
publication.     It  was  published  at   Port.^mouth    on 

I)  '2.  Tuesday — 
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Tucsda^" — and  Lee  seeing   it,    came  btJiiud  Judge 
Livermore,    as  he  passed  the   coffee-house,  seized 
him  bv  the  collar  of  his  coat  behind,  without  speak- 
ing, and  struck,  or  rather  dab\l  him  with   a   huge 
huntsman's  whip,  given  him,  it  is  said,  by  a  negro- 
selling  fellow,  by  the  name  of  LLitch.     The  Judge 
received  eight  or  ten   raps  over  the  hat  before  he 
saw  or  knew  who  was  rapping  at  him.     He  then, 
with  a  small  switch  he  had  in  his  hand,  began  to 
strike    Lee,  but  Lee  immediately  wrested  the  rat- 
tan from  Judge  Livermore's  hand,  and  continued  to 
strike  at  liim  with  the  doubled  up  whip  and  rattan. 
Finding  himself  thus  disarmed,  the  Judge   closed 
in  with  Lcc,  and  seizing  him  by  the  throat,    would 
have  stranoled  the  jacobin  in  a  few  minutes,  had 
not   the   spectators  then   mtcrfered,  and  took  him 
off.     The  combatants  were  separated.     Judge   Li- 
vermore went  into  Cooper's  office,  and  Lee  into  the 
Insurance-office.   The  Judge  Irequently  pronounced 
Lee,  in   his  hearing,  and  atterwards,  an  assassin,  a 
coward,  and  scoundrel — and  kept  the  street.     Lee 
was  urged  out  of  the  office,  and  when  he  came  into 
the  street,  Judge  1  livermore  recommenced  the  at- 
tack, with  a  handsome  stick,  and  in  a  tew  minutes 
beat  Lee  intolerably.     Some  meddlers  disarmed  the 
Judge,  atter  he  had  givjn  ten  or  twelve  blows  ; — • 
but  then  he  at  Lee  wiih  his  hst,    and  gave  him  an 
Irish  coat  of  arms.    Lee  scudded  through  the  coffee- 
house  back-yard,  and  tripped  it  to  the  hack  stand, 
call'd    a  liack,  and   with  half  a  coat,  and    demi- 
culottes,  he  rode  off,  and  has  not  since  been  heard 
of.     The  Judge    is  not  the  least   hurt.     Lee  is    a    ■ 
stout,  tall,  handsome,  }  oung  Hercules  to  look  at. — 
The  Judge  is  a  small,  well-set,  nervous,  likely  man,   , 
about  fortv — Lee  about  tliirtv-two.     The    Jacobin   ' 
chins  have  nicreased,   it  possible,    two   inches    in 
length,   in    consequence   of  this   disaster    to  their 
champion.     The  whole  gang  was  on  the  spot ;  and 

one 
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one  or  two  had  the  jacobinism  to  call  out,  "  Bang 
him,  Lee;"  but  they  were  soon  quieted  ;  and  hung 
their  jouls  like  a  frost-bitten  cow.  A  messai^e,  I 
believe,  is  gone  from  Judge  Livcrmore  to  Mr.  Lee 
this  morning,  I  have  not  heard  further  particu- 
lars." 

Now,  reader,  you  are  undoubtedly  much  shocked 
at  the  discovery  of  this  atrocious  traffic  in  pass- 
ports ;  but  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  Lee  will 
never  be  punished,  nor  even  prosecuted  ior  it ;  and 
that,  such  is  the  state  of  society  in  which  we  live, 
he  never  will  lose  a  friend  or  an  acquaintance  on 
account  of  it.  And,  I  beseech  you  not  to  believe, 
that  Lee  is  the  only  dealer  in  this  French  ware ; 
perhaps  he  may  be  onlv  one  out  of  a  thousand. — ■ 
Never  was  there  a  country,  which,  in  so  tew  years, 
produced  so  many  traitors  as  America.  Never  was 
there  a  government  and  country  so  shamefully,  so 
insolently,  betrayed.  Were  I  President,  I  would 
hang  them,  or  they  should  murder  me  ;  I  never 
would  hold  the  sword  of  justice,  and  sutler  such  mis- 
creants to  escape  its  edge. 

Glad,  however,  as  I  am  to  see  such  facts  come  to 
light,  I  cannot  but  lament,  that  they  come  forth 
attended  with  circumstances  so  disgraceful  to  the 
magistracy.  A  Judge  boxing  in  the  street!  A  Judge 
boasting  of  having  given  his  adversary  a  pair  of 
black  eyes!  What  must  the  world  think  of  this? 
Whence  comes  this  shocking  degradation  r  and  xvhere 
will  it  end?  These,  with  every  reflecting  mind, arc 
very  serious  questions. 

By  way  of  corollary  to  this  article,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  insert  an  old  Irish  song,  which  will  clearly 
show,  that  the  true  point  of  HONOUR  has  long 
been  understood  by  the  sons  and  daughters  ot  Hi* 
hernia  as  well  as  by  the  Bostonians. 

,3  ocn 
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OCH,  'twas  in  the  town  of  — • ,  in  the  county ,  I  forgot 

the  name, 
But  it  was  in  Ireland,  and  that  you  know,  is  just  the  same, 
A  greasy  fat  landlady,  so  fat  the  devil  choke  her, 
Accus'd  Paddy  Ponsoiiby  with  stealing  of  her  poker. 

Now  Pat  he  was  a  Grenadier  in  what  d'ye  call  the  Light  Horee  ; 
A  tighter,  cleaner,  prettier  lad,  upon  my  shoul  there  never  was. 
He  roar'd  out,  blood  and  o'ons!  do  you  take  me  for  a  stoker. 
That  from  the  devil's  fire-side  I  come  to  steal  your  poker  ? 

Och,  I  value  not  your  blistering  nor  bullying  words  at  all  at  all, 
But  if  you  are  for  quarrelling,  and  means  for  to  kcp  up  the  ball. 
You  must  take  your  Bib'.e  Oatli  here  w'rliou.  any  joke,  Sir, 
That  you  know  not  in  word  or  deed  about  my  pretty  poker. 

Then  Pat  he  swore  by  the  Hill  of  Howth,  and  by  the  Holy  Fader 

too. 
By  all  the  Saints  in  Calendar  that  were  gealher'd  there  togedder 

too. 
By  the  hand  of  his  body,  and  the  bread  that  he  broke,  here. 
That  be  knew  not  in  word  or  deed  about  her  dirty  poker. 

Now  all  that  Pat  could  say  or  do,  had  no  effect  upon  her, 
Because  as  why,  you  know,  says  she,  you  have  not  pledg'd  your 

honour. 
"With  that  Pat  started  hack,  put  his  hand  behind  his  cloak  here, 
Touch  my  honour,  touch  my  life — there  woman  take  your  poker .' 


The  New  Envoys.- — From  an  eastern  paper.  "  We 
have  made  inquiry  touching  the  foundation  of  the 
reports,  that  Messrs.   Elsvorth   and  Davie  would 
embark  for  Europe,  in  all  September,  to  join  their 
colleague,  Mr.  Murray,  and  proceed  on  the  object 
of  their  commission- — but  have  not  attained  any  sa- 
tisfactory solution.     The  event  is  not  improbable  ; 
but  we  can  assure  our  readers,    that   Messrs.   Els- 
worth  and  Davie  will  not   sail,  "  until  assurances 
shall  have  been  received  from    the  Executive    Di- 
rectory of  France,  signified  by  their  secretary  of 
foreign  relations,  '•  that  thev  shall  be  accredited  in 
*'  character  ;  that  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  preroga- 
"  tives  attached  to  them  by  the  law  of  nations ; 
*'  and  that   the  niinisters  of  equal  powers  shall  be 
^*  appointed  to  treat  with  them  as  the  envoys  ex- 

"  traordinarv 
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"  traordmary  and  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  a 
"  fi^rcat,  powerful,  and  independent  nation." — 
Wlien  this  is  the  case,  it  will  well  become  the  mag- 
nanimity of  a  truly  grt^at  nation,  to  open  the  door 
for  manly,  honourable,  and  independent  discussion, 
to  refer  all  controversies  to  a  just  and  equal  tribunal, 
and  to  make  such  regulations  for  the  future  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  two  nations,  as 
shall  give  confidence  to  the  mercantile  interest,  and 
remove  the  cause  of  future  misunderstanding.  The 
envoys  chosen,  have  been  selected  for  their  wisdom, 
moderation,  and  attachment  to  their  country:  if 
they  go,  they  will  go,  panoplied  in  the  integrity  of 
their  cause  ;  and  they  have  had  sufficient  specimen 
of  the  ruUng  passions  of  the  Government  with 
whom  they  are  to  treat :  they  have  been  fore- 
warned, that  the  "  tiger  crouches  before  he  springs^ 
on  his  prey,''  and  that  to  expect  fidelity  in  some  of 
the  ruling  powers  in  France,  will  be  as  stupid  as 
to  sleep  with  a  rattlesnake  in  their  bosoms,  or  to 
admit  a  half-starved  bear  as  a  tenant  in  their  chil- 
dren's nurseries," 

[Why,  this  is  riglit,  now.     A  weak,  indecisive, 
and  faltering  policy,  should  be  propped  up  by  mi- 
serable  shifts  and  impotent   apologies.     That   the 
United  States  is   a  "  truly  Great  Nation,''  no  one, 
who  knows  any  thing  of  its  geography  \\\\\  deny; 
but,  that  it  has  evinced  its   '■''  magnanimity"  in  keep- 
ing three  envoys  seven  months,  in  ivaiting  to  knaxv  the 
pleasure  of ,  five  upstart  zoretches,  who  have  treated 
its  government  with  every  mark  of  contempt,  tew 
people  besides  Duane  and  the  Boston  slaves  will,  I 
imagine,  allow.     Magnanimity  means  greatness  of 
mind,  but   more  particularly  the  greatness  of  mind 
which  discovers  itself  in  a  generous  forbearance  to 
retaliate  for  injuries  received;  but,  to  give  merit  to 
your  forbearance,  to  render  it  worthy  of  the  namc^ 
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of  magnaniini/ii,  you  must  first  show,  that  you 
possess///^  spirit  to  resent,  and  the  poicer  to  avenge: 
without  these,  you  may  talk  about  your  magnani- 
7nif}j,  but  all  men  of  sense  will  turn  from  you,  as 
from  the  pitiful  apologists  of  a  coward  wlio  wishes 
to  support  a  reputation  for  valour. 

Every  attempt  at  a  defence  of  this  disastrous  mea- 
sure presents  a  tissue  of  inconsistencies ;  it  is  not, 
therefore,  surprising  to  see  this  paragraphist  quoting 
the  words  of  Mr.  Pickering,  comparing  the  Direc- 
tory to  a  den  of  tigers,  at  the  same  time  that  he  is 
extolling  the  magnani/nify  of  the  Councils  which 
has  prepared  an  embassy  to  thern.  He  should,  how- 
ever, recollect,  that  magnanimiiij  may  be  shown 
by  words  as  well  as  by  actions ;  and  that  the  mag- 
nanimous man  does  not  load  with  reproaches  those 
whom  he  professes  to  have  forgiven.  Either  Ame- 
rica has  forgiven  the  accumulated  insults  and  inju- 
ries of  the  French  despots,  or  she  has  not :  it  slie 
has,  it  is,  to  say  tlie  best  of  it,  foolish  and  indecent 
to  stigmatize  them  as  tigers;  and,  if  she  has  not, 
the  measure  in  question  has  not  been  dictated  by 
mognanimifij,  but  by  avarice,  by  tear,  by  folly,  or 
at  least  by  something  other  than  niagnanimitij. 

There  is  an  epithet  in  the  paragraph  that  I  am 
commenting  on,  of  which,  as  it  is  here  used,  I  do 
pot  perfectly  understand  the  meaning  :  it  is  the 
hackneyed  word,  independent:  "  an  honourable  and 
*'  independent  (\hcw^s\or\''  How  a  discussion  can, 
with  any  propriety,  be  called  independent,  I  cannot 
perceive.  Does  the  writer  mean  to  tell  us,  that  the 
next  discussion  is  to  have  no  dependence  on  the  last, 
or  on  any  other  discussion,  or  any  thing  else  ?  Or,. 
does  he  mean,  that  it  is  to  be  carried  on  in  a  manner 
that  shall  prove  America  to  be  independent  of 
France?  In  fact,  the  words  independent  and  inde- 
pendence are,  from  habit,  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  the  com])osition  of  every  paragraph,  how- 

evc^;" 
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ever  short  and  unimportant,  wiierein  mention  is 
made  of  the  character  or  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  the  independent  (\vm\ity  of  which  is  so  harped 
upon,  that  a  stranger  would  be  ready  to  call  its  ex- 
istence in  question.  It  was  said  of  a  bungling  po- 
lemick  divine,  that  he  wrote  about  the  truth  of  tlic 
Christian  faith,  "  till  even  believers  began  to  doubt 
*'  it;"  and,  unless  the  Whigs  of  America  wish  to 
produce  a  similar  effect,  I  would  seriouslv  advise 
them  to  be  less  lavish  of  assertions  respecting  the 
independence  of  their  country.  This  observation 
will  equally  well  apply  to  the  prodigal  use  of  the 
word  liberty,  with  all  its  derivations  and  synonymies. 
I  have  a  bundle  of  newspapers  now  before  me, 
among  which  are  the  "  Centinel  of  Freedom^''  the 
"  Centinel  of  Liberty,''  the  "  Genius  of  Liber hj^^ 
the  "  Guardian  of  Z./Z>fr/;/,"  the  ^'  Freeman  s  J,  omx- 
"  nal,"  the  "  Herald  of  ^Liberty,''  the  "  Palladium 
"  of  LJbert}!\'  and  I  have,  at  times,  seen  many 
others  in  the  same  strain.  Now,  no  one,  who  knows 
any  thing  of  mankind,  will  ever  believe,  that  there 
is  much  real  liberty  enjoyed  wdiere  its  name  is  so 
ostentatiously  exhibited.  It  is,  I  must  confess,  very 
provoking,  that  thi  world  should  be  so  perverse,  as 
not  to  believe  men  possessed  of  what  they  brag  so 
]iiuch  about ;  but  then,  such  is  the  way  of  the  world, 
and  who  can  help  it } 

I  have  now  done  with  this  eastern  paragraph,  but 
I  shall  profit  from  the  occasion  it  has  presented  me, 
by  introducing  another  paragraph  or  two  on  the 
same  subject.  The  following  little  scrap,  said  to 
betaken  from  a  London  paper  of  the  5th  of  June 
last,  has  travelled  from  the  northern  to  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  United  States. — "  The  United 
"  States  of  America,  in  their  opposition  to  the  in- 
"  famous  demands  of  France,  have  exhibited  an 
"  enaxy  of  charaeter,  which,  Avhile  it  has  asto- 
•■'  nished,  has  also  stimidattd  the  most  disheartened 

"  nations 
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"  nations  of  Europe^  to  a  manly  and  successful  oppo- 
"  sit  ion  to  the  aggressions  of  Frcncit  tyranny.'"  Now, 
I  challenge  the  whole  world  to  produce  any  thing 
so  completely  burlesque  as  this.  "What  "  opposi- 
"  tio?i'  has  America  made  to  France  ?  AVhat  has 
she  done  to  "  astonisli"  tlie  nations  of  Europe,  ex- 
cept her  unparalleled  lameness  has  had  that  effect? 
And,  in  the  name  of  heaven,  what  example  of  hers 
can  have  animated  the  "  disheartened  nations  of 
"  Europe^'''  The  sans  culotte  Directory  robbed 
her  of  twenty  milLions  of  dollars ;  they  insulted  her 
Government ;  they  seized  her  citizens,  put  them  in 
irons,  e.rehanged  them  for  British  prisoners  of  lear, 
/lodged,  thumb-screwed,  and  frequently  killed,  them. 
She  sent  an  envoy,  not  to  demand-  a  irdress  of 
grievances,  but  to  soothe  the  tyrants :  they  ordered 
their  myrmidons  to  drive  him  out  of  their  land.  She 
then  sent  tlwee  envoys,  with  no  instructions,  to  de- 
mand satisfaction  and  reparation  for  the  unheard-of 
insults  and  injuries  they  had  loaded  her  with  :  these 
they  treated  like  representatives  of  supplicant  vas- 
sals ;  they  refused  to  see  or  to  hear  them,  and  only 
condescended  to  authorize  their  underlings  to  de- 
mand of  them  a  tribute  znd  a  recantation  of  tlie  Pre- 
sident's speech.  This  seemed  to  be  too  much  even 
for  America  to  bear,  and,  in  the  heat  of  her  re- 
sentment, she  resolved  to  supplicate  no  more ;  but 
her  subsccjucnt  conduct  has  proved,  that  this  reso- 
lution was  the  effect  of  passion  rather  than  of 
"  energy  of  character ;"  for,  she  has  appointed 
three  other  envoys  to  her  insolent  oppressors,  and, 
which  completes  her  "  energy  of  character,"  these 
envoys  she  keeps  in  waiting  here,  tilt  it  shall  please 
the  Directory  to  signify  that  they  have  consented  to  re- 
ceive them  in  a  manner  becoming  their  character. 

Such  is,  in  few  words,  "  thceiurgy  of  character" 
exhibited  by  America  "  in  opposition  to  the  inta- 
*'  mous  demands  of  France  i"  and  to  say  that  such 

energy 
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energy  has  "  stimulated  the  disheartened  nations  in 
"  Europe'^  to  make  a  manly  and  successful  oppo- 
sition against  the  rapacious  and  bloody  republic,  is 
an  outrageous  insult  to  the  understandings  of  man- 
kind ;  it  is  the  excess  of  falsehood  and  of  vanity  ;  it 
is  impudent,  it  is  disgusting,  it  is  most  shockingly 
obscene. 

The  paragraph  may,  for  ought  I  know,  be  taken 
from  a  London  paper,  and  even  from  a  government 
paper,  for  the  editors  of  some  of  these  papers  are 
stupid  enough  in  all  conscience;  but,  no  matter 
•where  it  was  fovmd,  its  falsehood  and  absurdity  are 
notorious,  and  therefore,  to  republish  it,  without 
comment,  is  to  participate  in  the  ideot-like  impu- 
dence of  the  author.  7 he  Times  is  the  paper,  in 
which,  as  I  am  told,  this  paragraph  was  imported  ; 
and,  from  the  stock-jobbing  reputation  of  that  paper, 
it  does  not  appear  improbable,  that  the  insertion  of 
the  article  cost  some  American  half-a-croivn  or  three 
shillings :  nay,  it  is  far  from  being  impossible,  that 
it  was  sent  from  this  side  of  the  water. — This  is  no 
new  trick  ;  but  does  any  one  imagine,  that  poor 
silly  tricks  like  this  will  impose  upon  the  world? 
Is  there  a  human  being  foolish  enough  to  think,  that 
the  character  of  a  nation  is  to  be  supported  by  a 
succession  of  miserable  puffs  f' 

I  shall  now  return  to  the  nexv  Emhassij,  and  quote 
a  paragraph,  on  the  subject,  from  the  Boston  slaves. 
This  paragraph  makes  part  of  "  a  communication 
**  from  a  gcidleman  latch/  returned  from  the  Con- 
*'  tinent  of  Europe,'^  and  runs  thus: — "The  Ame- 
*'  rican  character  was  highly  respected  in  Europe ; 
"  but  the  news  of  the  appointment  of  Ambas- 
**  sadors  to  France  had  embarrassed  the  public  mind 
*'  respecting  the  real  views  of  our  Government ; 
*'  this  measure  has  been  grossly  mistated,  accom- 
*"  panied  with  reports  of  great  divisions  existing 
*'  among  the  American  people." 

As 
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As  to  the  hii:!,h  respect  paid  to  the  American  cha- 
rarter  in  Europe,  I  certainly  can  have  no  objection 
to  it;  nor  do  1  at  all  doubt  but  the  public  mind  there 
was  greatly  embarrassed  as  to  the  real  views  of  our 
government,  tor  the  public  mind  liere  was,  and  yet  is, 
greatly  embarrassed  on  the  same  subject.  I  have  never 
heard  any  one  pretend  to  give  a  satisfactory'  reason 
for  the  nev/  appointment ;  even  the  servile  printers 
ot  Boston  have  not  attempted  it:  tliey  tell  you  that 
the  President  is  a  virtuous  and  a  wise  man,  and  that, 
therefore^  you  arc  to  believe,  that  he  has  not  taken 
this,  or  any  other  step,  without  good  and  sufficient 
reason  ;  and,  lest  you  should  still   entertain  an  im- 
pertinent curiosity,    and  express    your  wish   to  be 
intormcd  ichal  this  good  and  sufficient  reason  is,  they 
shut  up  your  mouth  with  observing,    that  the  con- 
stitution has  made  the  President  the  sole  judge   of 
this  matter,  and  that  you  ought  to    "  leave  it  ichere 
*'  the  Constitution  placed  it ;"  and  further  they  tell 
you,  that  to  be  a  true    Federalist,  you  must  give 
your  approbation  to  what  appears  unreasonable,    as 
well  as  to  what  appears  reasonable,  for  that,  if  you 
approve  of  nothing  but  what  agrees  \\\\\\your  con- 
fined noti(;ns  ot  justice  and  honour,  your  friendship 
is  not  worth  the  attention  of  the  Government ;  and 
that  you,  in  fact,  are  a  democrat  in  practice,  if  not 
in  thcorv.     'iliis  terrific  sort  of  reasonins:  had   the 
desired    elTect ;  it  silenced  all  the  cavillers  ot  the 
Federal    j)artv,  wlio,  rather  than   be   excommuni- 
cated as  democrats,  resolved  to  hold  their  tongues, 
and  "  mafe  the  best  of  a  bad  bargain." 

But,  1  should  be  glad  to  know  what  this  "  gen- 
"  tleman  lately  returned  from  Europe"  means  by 
saying  that  the  measure  had  been  "  grosshj 
*'  mistated."  How  could  it  possibly  be  viistatedf' 
Tht  fact  was  true,  and  the  tact,  the  simple  tact  of 
the  appointment,  was  quite  enough  to  embarrass 
the  public  mind  of  Europe  ;  it  wanted  no  distor- 
tion, no  humiliating  circumstances,  if  it  had,  those 

circumstances 
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circumstances  were  to  be  found,  without   havinij 
recourse  to  misrepresentations. 

By  the  sequel  it  appears  probable,  that  the  al- 
leged "  gross  fjiistalemcjif  is  meant  to  apply  to 
the  reports  respecting  the  "  girat  divisio/is  existing 
*'  amongst  the  .Vmcrican  people,"  on  the  subject  of 
the  Embassy  ;  but  these  reports,  if  there  were  really 
such  circulated  in  Europe,  were  certainly  founded 
in  truth,  and  of  this  tliere  wants  no  other  evidence 
than  that  given  bv  the  President  himself,  in  his 
second  communication  to  the  Senate,  where  he 
gives  his  reasons  for  nczv  moddling  the  Embassy. — • 
Yes ;  there  were,  and  there  yet  are,  great  divisions 
amongst  tlie  American  people,  respecting  this  mea- 
mure  :  it  is  notorious,  that  the  President's  most  sin- 
cere and  zealous  friends  have  all  along  disap- 
proved of  it,  and  it  is  also  notorious,  that  the  only 
public  papers,  which  have  unequivocally  defended 
it,  are  tho.-^c  Vv'hich  have  ever  been  regarded  as  in 
the  pay  of  France.  Those  papers  which  have 
teemed  with  libels  on  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Wolcott, 
and  Pickering,  and  on  General  Washington  ;  those 
papers  which  have  imputed  to  the  President  the  full 
possession  of  every  tolly  and  every  vice  ;  those  pa- 
pers which  have  accused  him  of  intentions  to  over- 
turn the  Constitution,  and  to  raise  himself  on  a 
throne  built  on  its  ruins  ;  those  papers  which  have 
called  him  "  the  bald,  blind,  and  toothless  Adams;" 
those  villainous  pa})ers,  and  those  papers  w/o/.r,  have 
heart] Iv  approved  of  the  new  Embassy  to  France. 
As  far  as  regards  the  new  Embassy^  and  the  Secession 
of  the  Commissioners  of  British  Debts^  the  Federal 
Government  has  completely  changed  its  partisans; 
whether  it  will  gain  by  that  change,  or  not,  time 
will  determine.  It  appears  to  me,  that  these  two 
measures,  if  persevered  in,  will  produce  an  entire 
revolution  in  the  politics  of  tlie  United  States  ;  the 
present  partisans  of  France  will  then  beconie  par- 
tisans 
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tisans  of  the  Federal  Government,  because  the" 
interests  of  that  Government  will  then  become 
perfectly  compatible  with  the  prosecution  of  the 
views  of  the  Directory.  What  will  be  the  co?i' 
sequence  of  this  revolution,  I  leave  others  to  fore- 
tell.] 


"  JVashingtonyPtnnsijlvama,  Sept.  19,  1799. 

"  SIR, 

"  I  have  been  requested  to  send  you  the  follow- 
ing Certificate,  signed  by  a  respectable  person  of  this 
place  ;  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  insert  it  in  your 
paper  as  soon  as  possible,  and  endeavour  to  have  it 
inserted  in  some  other  city  paper — the  facts  may  be 
relied  on. 

"  I  am  your's,  &;c. 

"  G.  HENRY  KEPPLE" 

"  Mr.  Cobbett,) 
Philadelphia:'    ] 

"  I  do  hereby  certify,  that  Thomas  M'Kean- 
in  the  year  1776,' at  the  head  of  a  respectable  bat- 
talion, in  Ambov,  at  which  time  and  place  I  was 
present,  did,  in  a  dastardly  and  cowardly  manner, 
relinquish  his  command,  by  basely  withdrawing 
himself  from  said  battalion  in  a  private  and  con- 
cealed manner,  thereby  avoiding  what  he  justly- 
merited  for  his  conduct ;  and  1  do  also  certify, 
that,  from  his  tyrannical,  arbitrary,  imposing  con- 
duct upon  the  soldiery,  not  a  single  man  in  the 
battalion  either  loved,  feared,  or  respect^^^d  him  ; 
they  c\en  looked  upon  him  as  a  base,  tyrannical, 
overbearing  coward.  I  &o  also  certify,  that,  on 
account  of  his  base  conduct,  the  said  battalion  had 
agreed  to  give  His  HoNorR  the  horiour  of  march- 
ing out  of  camp  with  the  Rogue's  March,  as  the 
rich  reward  of  his  merit.     I    do   also   certify,  that 

Thomas 
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Thomas  M'Kean  used  his  utmost  influence  iii 
procuring  an  exchange  of  Governor  AI'Kinley 
(a  man  taken  prisoner  in  his  bed)  in  preference 
to  General  Wjlliam  Thompson,  a  brave  officer, 
taken,  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  men,  at  the 
Three  Rivers,  who  was  justly  intitled  to  a  })reference 
from  a  previous  capture,  agreeably  to  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  War ;  that  in  consequence  of 
this.  His  Honoltr  "bore  the  heat  of  the  day,''  and 
the  "  burthen'  of  the  lash  of  General  Thompson's 
horsewhip  at  tlie  coffee-house  in  Philadelphia,  with- 
out making  any  opposition,  but  submitting  to  it  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  make  every  person  present 
believe,  that  he  merited  all  his  Tlojumr  received.— 
I  do  also  certify,  that  General  Thompson  gave 
His  Honour  notice,  when  and  where  he  might  be 
found,  and  if  any  satisfaction  Was  required,  as  a 
soldier  or  gentleman,  he  miglii  receive  it ; — this  he 
refused  in  a  cowardly  manner.  I  do  also  certify,  that 
Thomas  M'Kean,  in  consequence  of  the  horse- 
whipping, did,  by  a  litigious  law-suit,  attempt  to 
ruin  the  peace  and  happiness  of  General  Thomp- 
son's family,  and  reduce  them,  if  possible,  to  in- 
digence. 1  do  also  certify,  that  Thomas  M'Kean, 
as  a  base  speculator,  purchased  soldiers'  certifi- 
cates (who  were  almost  starving  througli  want)  at 
from  \s.  6d.  to  2.s\  6d.  per  pound,  and  immediately 
after  purchased  the  confiscated  property  of  a  cle- 
rical gentlemen,  which  he  now  occupies,  with  the 
same  certificates  at  their  full  value,  viz.  2Qs.  in  die 
pound!  Is  not  this  speculation  of  the  basest  kind 
upon  men  who  fought  and  bled  for  the  independence 
of  their  country?  Can  then  your  7/oy^rw/-  boast  of 
any  thing  excepting  coioardice,  persecution,  tyranny^ 
^\\<\  oppression?  Cim  your  Honour  account  for  con- 
sistency of  conduct  in  1794  and  1798?  Did  nolu- 
Honour  persecute  your  present  friends  in  Cum'ber- 
Jand  county^  ill  1791-,  and  shake  hands  with  them  in 

1798, 


48  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

1798,  for  their  good  intentions  to  tar  and  feather 
you  at  that  timer  Now,  are  you  a  soldier  or  a 
sneaking  syco})hantr  Are  you  an  honest  speculator,- 
or  a  base  coward  ?  Are  you  qualified  to  lead  the 
militia  of  this  State  to  the  field  of  battle  ?  And  do 
you  really  think  to  procure  the  votes  of  the  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  })urpose  of  ruling  them 
with  a  rod  of  iron  r 

"  G.  BLAKENEY*." 
"  Washington,  Pennsylvania,} 
"  I9f/i  SepL  1799."         j' 
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TaUevrand's — "  Plausible  appearance  of  a  Pro- 
bability.'' — The  readers  oi  Porcupine's  Gazette,  will 
recollect  what  passed,  at  the  cpocha  of  the  famous' 


•*  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Blakeney,  hot  INIr.  Keitle  I  know 
rery  well,  and  evtry  one  in  Pennsylvania  knows  him  to  be  a  gen- 
tleman of  unquestionable  veracity.  Had  not  Mv.  BlaReney 
been  a  person  well-known  to  Mr.  Kepple,  the  latter  never  would 
have  vouched  for  his  character. 

The  "  Clerical  Gentleman,"  whose  confiscated  property  Mr. 
Bl.iiKeney  says  M  Kean  purchased  v.ith  the  money,  out  of 
which  he  chou-.ed  the  poor  soldiers,  was  the  learned,  pious,  and 
loyal  Mr.  Duche,  -who  was,  lor  many  years,  rector  of  Christ 
Church  and  St.  IVter's,  Philadelphia,  and  who  died  there,  in 
179t),  universally  lamented,  even  by  those  \\  ho  had  been  his  per- 
secutors. 

Mr.  Blakeney  complains  that  M'Kean  speculated  on  tiie 
Suldicrs'  Certijitates,  v.  hile  those  soldiers  were  starving.  I  must 
confess,  that,  to  take  advantage  of  the  distresses  of  those  poor 
fellows,  and  to  give  them  no  more  than  2,^.  for  what  he  knew 
to  be  worth  20s.  was  something  very  mm  li  resembling  fraud: 
but,  let  Mr.  Blakeney  remember,  that  the  certilieales  were  for 
the  amount  of  the  arrears,  which  had  become  due  to  those  sol- 
diers for  their  services  a^rainst  their  la ivf ill  Sovcrcii^n!  They 
were,  in  fact,  the  wages  of  rebellion  ;  and,  it  is  perfectly  right, 
that  what  is  "  gotten  over  the  devil's  back  should  go  under  his 
"  belly:" 

appointment 
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hpjMinfmejit  of  new  Envoys  to  treat  with  France, 
They  will  remember,  that  the  osten.ible  ground 
for  that  appointment  was,  certain  "  pacific  as- 
"  surances,"  which  had  been  made,  in  a  circuitous 
way,  by  Talleyrand,  Talleyrand  had  written  two 
letters  to  Pichon,  the  Secretary  of  the  French  Em- 
bassy in  Holland ;  Piclion  had  shewn  the  letters  to 
Mr,  Murray,  permitting  him  to  take  copies  of 
them  ;  Mr.  Murray  had,  it  seems,  sent  these  copies 
to  the  President,  and  their  contents  induced  the 
President  to  resolve  on  sending  another  Envoy  to 
France,  and  to  nominate  Mr.  Murray  as  a  fit  person 
to  fill  that  post. 

Talleyrand's  second  letter  to  PicJion  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  was  afterwards  published 
along  with  the  message  by  wliich  it  was  commu- 
nicated. Whether  lallevrand's  first  letter  was 
comm.unicated  to  the  Senate,  or  not,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but  1  know  fhat  it  was  not  published,  and,  of  course, 
that  it  was  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people 
at  large. 

The  President,  doubtless,  thought,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  let  the  people  read  this  letter,  and 
he  V,  as  certainlv  ri^ht  ;  but,  it  seems,  Tallevrand 
and  his  masters  were  ot  a  ditferent  opmion  ;  and, 
therefore  perceiving  that  it  was  not  published  by 
the  Government  of  America,  they  have  very  obli- 
gingly sent  over  a  copy  tor  tliat  purpose. 

It  UKide  its  first  appearance  trom  the  press  of 
the  miscreant  Callemlcr,  at  Richmond,  in  Virginia, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  taken  into  that 
State  bv  Mason  the  Senator,  Jetfcrson,  and  others, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  the  views  of  their 
})arty, 

1  shall  now  i^isert  the  letter,  just  as  it  stands  in 
Calk-Hder's  paper. 
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"  Pacific  ylssurances." 

^^  Tlie  contents  of  the  following  papers  are  of 
such  immense  importance  to  the  public  at  large, 
that  no  apology  is  necessary  for  giving  a  transla- 
tion of  them  as  early  as  possible.  It  might  in- 
deed be  asked,  why  Congress  did  not  call  for  and 
publish  them  in  Febaiary  last,  when  the  Presi- 
dent announced  their  existence  ?  The  reader  ought 
not,  however,  to  be  detained  a  moment  from  a 
perusal  of  the  papers  themselves.  He  may  be 
assured   that   they  were  received  from  a  source 

which  is  PERFECTLY   AUTHENTIC 

(Examiner). 
"  Paris,  1 1  th  Fructidor,  6th  year. 

"  The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  to  Citizen 
Pichon,  Secretary  of  the  Legation  of  the  French 
Republic,  near  the  Batavian  Republic: 

"  Citizen, 
"  I  see   with  pleasure   that    the  ties  of  society 
have  obtained  you  some  political  conversations  with 
Mr.  Murray.   /  value  that  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 
He  has  received,  like  all  men  who  are  at  the  head 
of   affairs  of   the  United    States,   the    impressions 
which   the    British  Cabinet  has  had  the  address  to 
give  against  us.     He  thinks  the  measures  of  his  Go- 
vernment right,  and   supports  them.      But  he   has 
reason,  understanding,  and   a  true    attachment  to 
his  country.     He  is  neither  a  Frenchman,   nor  an 
Englishman.     He   is    a  true  American.     I   do  net 
wonder  it  he  appeared  to  you  sincerely  desirous  to 
restore  tlie  good  understanding  of  the  two  Repub- 
lics.   I  shall,  therefore,  willingly  answer  the  ques 
tions  which  you  p  .t  to  me,   upon  different  pomts 
which  have  appeared  to  you  not  to  be  well  under- 
stood by  him. — (Mai  Hablis  dans  son  esprit.) 

"  I  see  between  France  and  the   United  Stat3S, 
•no   chilling  of  interests,  no    motives   of  jealousy. 

I'iic 
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The  Americans  are  desirous  to  be  fishermen,  na- 
vigators, manufacturers,  but  especially  farmers. — 
Under  all  these  points  of  view,  their  successes  are 
more  at  the  expense  of  England  than  at  ours.  Why 
should  we  be  sorry  for  it  ?  They  aspire  to  consoli- 
date their  national  existence,  and  it  is  our  interest 
that  thev  should  succeed  in  their  design.  We 
should  indeed  have  supported  their  independence 
with  very  superficial  views,  if  we  had  been  actu- 
ated only  by  the  single  motive  to  detach  them  from 
England,  and  to  leave  them  aftervv-ards  unsupported, 
on  a  maritime  coast,  weak  rivals,  impoverished  one 
by  the  other,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  foreign  intrigues. 
We  well  knew  that  Great  Britain  would  soon  have 
appropriated  to  herself  these  scattered  fragments, 
(lambeaux)  and  we  should  have  done  nothing  useful 
for  ourselves,  if  this  sorrowful  chance  was  not  daily 
retarded. 

"  Where  is,  therefore,  the  cause  of  the  misun- 
derstanding, which,  if  France  did  not  shew  herjelf 
the  wisest,  would  bring  from  this  moment  a  great 
rupture  between  the  two  Republics?  There  are 
neither  incompatible  interests,  nor  projects  of  ag- 
grandizement, which  divide  them.  Lately  distrust 
has  done  all  the  mischief.  (En  dernier  analise  la 
dislancc  sculc  a  tout  fait.)  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  believed  that  France  wished  to 
have  revolutionized  America.  France  has  believed 
that  the  (jovcrnment  of  the  United  States  wished 
to  throw  itself  into  the  arms  of  England.  One  need 
not  to  be  verv  knowinjj  to  guess  which  is  the  Cabinet 
mterested  that  one  ot  these  events  should  give  rise 
to  the  other,  and  which  omits  nothing  to  bring 
tliem  about.  (It  ?ie  faut  pas  tire  trh-habile  pour 
devincr  qui  esT  Ic  Cabinet  inflressc  (i  ce  que  ces  deux 
hrnemens  naisseut  Fun  de  C autre,  et  qui  fait  jouer 
iavisiblcment  tons  les  ressorts  propres  U  les  faire 
tclore  I . 

V.  2  "  Let 
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'*  Let  u*^  open  our  eves  on  both  sides.     I  am 
willing  to  admit  the  conduct  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  may  explain  itself  by  other  mo- 
tives than  those  hitherto  presumed.  But  let  the  Ame- 
rican Government  understand,  on  its  side,  that  the 
Trench  Government  is,  wounded  as  it  has  been,  too 
well    enlightened  to  have   the  views  ot  agitation 
which  the  American  Government  ascribes  to  it.     It 
concerns  a  Republic   founded  on  a  representative 
system,   to  strengthen,  and  not  to  weaken  the  ana- 
logous establishments.     The  stability  of  the  system 
among  others  is  a  necessary  example  among  our- 
selves.    Li  a  word,   France  has,    both  as  a  power 
and  as  a  Republic,  a  double  motive  to  expose  to  no 
hazard  the  actual  existence  of  the  United  States. 
Accordingly  she  has  never  thought  either  of  waging 
war  asrainst  them,    or   cxcitinLr    civil   commotions 
amonij  them.     Everv  assertion  to  the  contrary  is  ai: 
insult  upon  common  sense.     This  basis  being  laid 
down,  it  is  natural   to  ask  by  what   fatality,    the 
good  understanding  has  not  been  restored  early. — 
It  is  because  acrimony  having  mingled  itself  with 
distrust,    neither  side  has  taken   true   conciliatory 
means.     It  has  been  supposed  in  the  United  States, 
that  the  Trench  (jovernment  temporized,  in  order 
to  strike  with   greater   safety.     Hence  followed  a 
crowd   of  measures,    each   one    more   aggravating 
thaq  the  other.     In  France,  it  has  been  supj)osed 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  wished 
only  to  support  the  appearances  of  negotiation. — 
Thence,  there  was  a  certain  insisting  on  j)ledges  of 
good  faith.      Let  us  substitute  calmness  to  passions, 
confidence  to   suspicions,  and  we  shall  soim  agree. 
I  have  made  my  efforts  to  wind  up  a  negotiation  in 
this  manner  with  Mr.  Gerry.     My  correspondence 
with  him,  until  the  day  of  his  departure,    is  a  cu- 
rious monument  of  advances  from  me  and  of  eva- 
sions from  him.     It  is  an  error  to  believe  that  I  have 

confined 


OCTOBER,  1799.  5S 

confined  myself  to  vague  protestations.  In  that 
series  of  dispatches,  which  will  doubtless  be  pub^ 
lished  at  Philadelphia,  I  have  made  a  choice  of  one, 
of  the  30th  Prairial^  in  which  you  will  see  that  I 
make  the  very  propositions,  without  any  mixturo^ 
of  preliminary  conditions.  This  letter  has  bec^ 
followed  by  three  notes  concerning  the  articles  un- 
der discussion;  and  I  expected  to  have  exhausted 
all  the  rest  of  this  kind,  had  not  Mr.  Gerry  re- 
fused to  answer  them  ;  when  I  have  been  obliged 
to  renounce  the  treating  with  this  Envov,  wha 
placed  importance  only  in  knowing  how  a  negotia- 
tion could  be  begun  hereatter.  [^ihie  negociation  se 
7'cp?'endroit  plus  tard.'] 

"  I  have  given  him  the  most  soVmn  assurances 
respecting  the  reception  which  a  new  Plenipoter|l> 
tiary  would  meet  with.  //  zcasfar  from  mc  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  President  should  send  him  from  the 
United  States,  instead  of  invest i?ig  zdth  .diplomatic 
pozvers  some  one  alreadij  in  Europe.  Still  farther 
was  it  from  mv  thoughts  that  the  Envoy  should  land 
directly  in  France,  instead  of  announcing  himself 
from  a  neigJibouring  country.  I  was  willing  to  say 
only  that  the  Executive  Directory  was  so  much 
disposed  to  reconciliation,  that  every  hesitation  was 
superfluous :  and  that  an  act  of  confidence  towards 
them  would  encourage  confidence  on  their  part.  I 
should  be  badly  understood,  if  there  was  found  in 
my  expressions  a  restriction  respecting  the  nature 
of  the  choice  which  the  President  might  make.  I 
wished  to  encourage  Mr.  Gerry,  by  the  marks  of 
regard  which  his  good  intention  deserved,  though 
I  cannot  dissemble  to  myself  that  he  had  been 
wanting  in  decision,  at  the  moment  when  he  might 
easily  have  settled  every  thing  properly.  Thence 
it  does  not  follow  that  I  consider  him  as  the  proper 
person.  [//  nc  s'ensuit  pas  que  je  le  dhignc].  I 
will  even  confess  that  1  think  him  too  irresolute  to 

f.  3  be 
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be  fit  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of  a  business  of  this 
kind.  The  advantages  which  I  have  praised  in 
him  are  common  to  all  the  Americans,  who  have 
shewn  no  partiality  for  England.  Is  it  credible  thai 
the  man  who  either  should  harbour  hatred  or  con- 
tempt for  the  French  Republic,  or  shew  himself  an 
advocate  for  rovalty,  could  inspire  the  Executive 
Directory  with  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  r  I  should  have  disguised 
truth,  had  I  concealed  any  thing  in  that  respect. 
It  is  not  wounding  the  independence  of  the  Govern- 
ment [we  presume  that  the  Minister  means  to  say 
the  American  Government]  to  point  out  the  rock 
zvhich  <ve  must  avoid. 

"  As  to  the  mediation  of  the  Batavian  Republic, 
and  Spain,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  seriously  men- 
tioned, and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  absolutelv  useless. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  might,  in 
this  situation  of  things,  hesitate  to  refer  themselves 
to  their  impartiality ;  and  besides  I  see  no  point  but 
what  can  be  settled  in  a  direct  way. 

"  I  am  sensible  that  the  distance  w^hich  parts 
France  from  the  United  States,  leaves  a  large  field 
to  incidents,  and  there  have  been  but  too  many 
already.  But  the  Executive  Directory  is  not  to  be 
di\ xrted  from  the  conduct  which  can  best  obviate 
them.  Nay,  the  excess  of  provocations  has,  for 
the  future,  cooled  its  effects.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  ha\ing  surrounded  themselves 
with  precautions  against  an  imaginary  attempt,  it 
would  be  ju;.tiiying  them  not  to  pay  any  notice  to 
these  precautions.  To  stretch  out  the  hand  to  de- 
ceived friends,  is  what  one  Republic  owes  to  ano- 
ther. I  cannot  avoid  believing  that  the  dignity  of 
this  attitude,  will  convince  the  President  of  our  pa- 
cific intentions. 

*'  Both  Governments  ought  specially  to  expect 
indirect  attempts  to  alienate  them  more  and  more 

from 
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from  each  other.  Their  prudence  will  save  them 
from  this ;  and  I  shall  cite  but  one  example  of  it. 
You  have  told  Mr.  Murray  the  truth  concerning 
Dr.  Lo^an.  However,  I  perceive  that,  on  all  sides, 
they  endeavour  to  make  it  believed  in  America, 
that  we  are  negotiating  with  him.  On  tlie  7th  of 
this  month,  a  very  insidious  paragrapli  has  been  in- 
serted in  The  Well  Informed.  [This  is  the  title  of 
a  Paris  newspaper].  In  it  they  have  intimated 
that,  guided  by  the  citizen  Thomas  Paine,  Doctor 
Logan  had  applied  to  the  Executive  Directory,  as 
a  secret  agent.  The  Doctor  has  made  bitter  com- 
plaints of  it  to  me.  He  had  no  need  to  justify 
himself  respecting  a  fact,  the  talsity  of  which  I 
knew  better  than  any  body!  But  he  assured  me 
that  having  met  once  only  with  Thomas  Paine,  and 
that  in  tlie  house  of  a  tliird  person  (en  muison 
tierce),  he  found  him  really  prepossessed  against  the 
United  States,  and  assuming  an  influence  which  he 
has  neither  among  them  nor  among  us  ;  and  that 
he  had  abstained  himself  Irom  conversing  farther 
with  him.  After  all,  to  obviate  any  misunderstand- 
ing, /  have  engaged  Doctor  Logan  to  refer  to  another 
time,  the  experimeiU^  ivhich  he  proposed  to  make  re- 
spec  ting  agricidture,  and  to  return  home.  As  to 
Mr.  Hichburn,  of  Massachusetts,  I  was  ignorant 
till  this  moment,  that  he  was  in  Europe.  Besides, 
a  sino-le  word  ought  to  be  sufficient.  We  wish  for 
nothing  but  justice  irom  the  United  States.  We 
ask  it.  We  offer  it  to  their  Government.  They 
may  rely  on  the  fidelity  of  the  Executive.  You 
will  not  doubt,  citizen,  that  I  approve  the  commu- 
nications which  your  zeal  has  made  you  seek  tor 
with  Mr.  Murray,  since  I  enable  you  to  renew  them 
officially. 

"  Health  and  Fraternity. 
(Signed) 
"  Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
t  4  ['Hic 
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[The. Z?/'^/ and  last  paragraphs  only,  of  this  letter, 
are  worthy  of  remark:  the  rest  contain  no  move 
than  a  repetition  of  the  old  exploded  lying  cant, 
t]  at  has  been  in  use  with  1  alleyrand  and  his  mas- 
ters, ever  since  they  began  the  trade  of  revolu- 
tionizing, But  the  two  paragraphs  I  have  men- 
tioned are  well  worth  preserving;  they  contain  pre- 
cious facts. 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that,  in  the  President's 
first  aj>pointment,  Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Murray 
aloncy  was  mentioned  as  the  Envoy  in  the  new  ne- 
gotiation. I  was  astonished,  and,  I  remember, 
that  I  gave  great  offence  to  the  family  of  the  Sim- 
pletons and  a  few  of  their  chuckle-heacled  friends,  by 
expressing  my  astonishment.  "And  shall  we  be^ 
"  live,"  exclaimed  I,  "  that  a  negotiation,  which 
*'  was  thought  of  such  importance  as  to  require 
"  the  united  wisdom  of  three  of  the  most  profound 
and  experienced  politicians  in  America,  can  now 
be  entrusted  to  one  maiiy  and  he  of  very  slender 
political  abilities!  And  shall  we  believe,  that  this 
negotiation  is  now  looked  upon  as  a  mere  by  job, 
which  an  Envoy  at  the  Hague  may  perform  in 
a  trip  to  Paris,  without  any  interruption  to  his 
"  ordinary  functions!"- — This  was  the  way  I  talked 
on  the  subject,  when  I  heard  of  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Murra})\  but  I,  poor  fellow,  was  not  in 
the  secret:  I  did  not  know,  tiiat  our  worthy  friend, 
Talleyrand,  '♦  valued  that  Minister  Plcnipotcntiarii  \' 
I  did  not  know  that  the  good  Bishop  had  pro- 
nounced Mr.  Murray  to  be  a  "  rt-  true  yimeriean,  a 
"  man  of  reason,  understanding,  and  true  attach- 
"  ment  to  his  country,''  1  did  not  know  that  the 
honest  Talleyrand  was  '\far  from  uishing  the  Pre- 
■'  sident  to  send  an  Envoy  directly  from  the  United 
**  States,  instead  of  investing  with  diplomatic 
*'  powers  some  one  already  in  Euro/)e.'*  In  short,  I 
did  not   knowj  poor  ignorant  fool  as  I  was,  that 
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the  good  Talleyrand  had,  in  some  sort,  himself  no- 
minated  Mr.  Murray;  if  I  had  known  this,  I 
should  have  been  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  call 
in  question  the  wisdom  of  the  President's  nomina- 
tion. 

The  last  paragraph  of  Talleyrand's  letter  contains 
a  fact  not  less  curious  than  the  other.  It  proves  as 
clear  as  day-light,  that  it  zvas  in  consequence  of  Lo- 
garis  conferences  xvith  Talleyrand,  that  the  latter 
opened  a  communication  with  the  President  through 
Pichon  and  Murray.  It  will  be  asked  :  "  why  was 
"  Logan  mentioned  by  Talleyrand  at  all?  why  was 
^'  he  not  kept  entirely  out  of  sight?" — But,  let  the 
reader  remember,  that  Logan  stood  charged  with 
secret  agency ;  that  his  countrymen  cried  out 
against  him,  and  that  a  Paris  paper  had  noticed 
him  as  a  secret  agent.  It  was  necessary  for  Tal- 
leyrand to  make  the  President  believe,  that  Logan 
was  not  at  his  elbow  when  he  wrote  this  pacific 
letter  ;  a  suspicion  of  that  kind  would,  possibly,  have 
awakened  the  suspicions  of  His  Excellency,  and, 
therefore,  the  honest,  the  pious  Talleyrand,  assures 
him,  that  Doctor  Logan  is  not  negotiating  zcitli  the 
Directory,  that  he  is  come  to  France  to  study  agri- 
culture, but  that,  "  to  obviate  all  misunderstanding, 
*'  HE  has  engaged  the  Doctor  to  refer  to  another 
-*'  time,  the  experiments  idiich   he  proposed  ti)  make 

^'    RESPECTING      AGRICULTURE;     AND     TO     RETURN 

*'  HOME." — Was  not  this  kind?  And  must  it  not 
have  convinced  the  President,  tliat  Logan  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  "  plausible  appearance  of  a  probabi- 
"  /////. <^" — The  Doctor's  being  so  ready  to  obey 
Talleyrand,  in  returning  home,  might  indeed,  have 
excited  in  a  narrow  mind,  a  suspicion  ot  his  being 
in  the  service  of  France;  but  the  President \v;i>  too 
liberal  a  man  to  give  way  to  such  a  thought  ;  and, 
though  Talleyrand's  overture  being  made  wiiile  the 
Doctor  was  at  Paris,  seems  to  corroborate  the  sus- 
picion, 
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picion,  that  the  Doctor  dictated  so,  if  not  wrote  the 
veril  letters  that  induced  the  President  to  send  a  new 
Embassy  to  France^  yet,  as  the  pious  Talleyrand 
says  it  was  not  so,  the  President  certainly  did  ri^ht 
in  rejecting  all  the  evidences  of  Loganiaii  inter- 
ference, though  they  were  as  strong  as  proofs  of 
Holy  Writ ;  tor,  what  evidence  is  there,  what  evi- 
dence can  there  be,  ecjual  to  the  word  of  Talley- 
rand!!!— Notwithstanding  the  reasonableness  of  all 
this,  however,  there  might  l;ave  been  bome  suspicious 
persons,  who  would  have  doubted  the  veracity  of  Tal- 
levrand,  and  who  would  have  been  most  damnablv 
enraged  at  the  idea  ot  sendmg  another  embassy 
in  consequence  of  Logan's  interterence.  I  say 
tliere  might  have  been  some  such  silly  suspicious 
people",  and,  therefore,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
loolisli  cavilli  ig,  the  letter  was  very  prudently  with- 
held from  their  perusal.  But  the  French  Director}', 
as  I  observed  before,  have  thou2:ht  differentlv,  and 
have  sent  a  copy  oi  the  letter  out  to  be  pub- 
lished.] 


Players.  —  From  a  London  Paper. — '*  CHIL- 
DREN ofTHLSPIS.— Mrs.  Merry  is  notsoon 
to  revisit  tliis  country,  having  entered  into  new 
articles  with  the  Manager  of  the  Philadelphia 
Theatre.  Her  talents  are  much  admired  in  Ame- 
rica, and  she  is  likely  to  return  to  this  country  in 
prosperous  health . ' ' 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  article  I  saw  in  the 
same  paper  some  time  ago,  in  which  Wigjiell  and 
Beneigal  were  represented  as  playing  to  crowded 
and  brilliant  audiences,  in  Philadelphia,  while  i^tf/f.f 
and  Darley  were  jnaking  their  fortunes  at  Bush-Hill, 
the  new  Vauxhall  of  America.  What  a  lie  this 
W'as  is  best  known  to  the  four getitletnen  themselves, 
who  were,  at  die  very  time  the  paragraph  was  pub- 
lished 
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lished,  actually  taking  the  "  benefit  of  the  Insolvent 
"  Act  of  Pennsylvania." — I  suppose  the  paragraph 
had  been  sent  over  to  England  for  publication,  \\\\.\\ 
a  view  of  raising  recruits  to  fill  the  deserted  com- 
panies here. — Mrs.  Merry  has  certainly  great  me- 
rits as  a  play-actress ;  but  the  only  change  her  cir- 
cumstances have  undergone  for  tlie  better,  has,  I 
believe,  been  produced  by  the  exit  of  her  demo- 
cratic spouse, 


Boston  Slaves. — By  Boston  Slaves  I  mean  all  those 
servile  wretches,  who  have,  at  times,  joined  in  the 
yell  against  me,  for  disapproving  of  the  President's 
nomination-^  but  I  more  particularly  allude  to  those 
two  spaniels  in  human  shape,  B.  Russell,  and  Minns, 
news-printers  of  Boston.  I  have  frequently  found 
it  necessary  to  expose  the  abject  servility  of  these 
men.  Proofs  will  be  found  scattered  through  the 
numbers  of  my  Gazette,  more  than  sufficient  to 
justify  the  degrading  appellation  that  I  have  applied 
to  them  ;  but,  I  think  it  right,  at  this  time  to 
bring  forward,  under  one  head,  the  whole  hi'-tory  of 
their  baseness,  to  examine  their  doctrine  of  silent 
submission  to  the  v/ill  of  the  Executive,  and  to 
compare  tlieir  opinions,  respecting  opposition  to 
Goveinment,  with  those  which  are  entertained  and 
acted  upon  in  that  "  insular  bastile,"  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

In  order  to  render  mv  remarks  perfectly  intelli- 
gible to  every  one,  who  may  honour  them  with  u 
perusal,  I  shall,  previously,  insert  that  passage  irom 
my  Gazette,  which  drew  forth  from  the  Slaves 
those  evidences  of  baseness,  on  which  I  propose  to 
comment. 

"  Porcupine  sGaz.  20th  Feb.  1799. 

*'  For  these  two  days  past  there  has  been  a  most 
•  atrocious  falsehood  in  circulation.     The  *  True 

"  Americans* 
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"  Americans'  Duane  and  Bradford,  have  roimdly 
*'  asserted,  t1iat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
*'  has  intimated  by  message  to  the  Senate,  that  he 
"  has  resolved  on  sendini^  aiiothcr  Plcnipofaifiaru 
*'  fa  treat  icifh  the  French  Republic!!!  Everyone 
«'  nmst  perceive  falsehood  on  the  tront  of  this;  yet 
"  have  the  audacious  wretches  above  mentioned, 
<'  dared  to  promulgate  it,  witliout  hesitation  ;  nay 
*'  they  have  even  named  the  Plenipotentian/  (Mr. 
*'  Murray,  now  at  the  Hague),  and  Bradford  has 
«  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  derives  his  intorma- 
<'  tion  fn^n  a  Senator,  who  told  him  besides,  that 
*'  Mr.  ISIurray  was  not  to  leave  Holland,  till  Jie  had 
*'  the  most  unequivocal  assurance  that  he  would  be 
"  properly  received  at  Paris!" 

"  I  have  not,  indeed,  made  any  inquiry  into  the 
"  matter,  nor  do  I  think  it  worth  while.  I  have 
*'  too  much  respect  for  the  President,  too  much 
"  confidence  in  his  wisdom,  to  suppose  the  thing 
"  possible.  Me  has  repeatedly  declared  that  nothim; 
*•  icas  to  be  hoped  for  from  the  justice  of  France  ;  all 
*•'  his  speeches,  his  messages,  and  his  answers  to 
*'  addresses,  speak  the  same  language;  they  in- 
"  culcate  the  impolicy  of  ever  trusting  to  the  pro- 
*'*  mises  of  the  Rulers  of  France  ;  and  in  one  of 
*'  his  messages  he  solemnly  declares,  that  he  never 
"  icill  send  another  Minister  to  treat  :cith  her,  till 
"HE  receives  ample  assurances  of  his  being  received 
"  as  t lie  Minister  of  a  great, poicerful,  free,  and  in- 
-  dependent  nation!  After  this,  would  it  not  be 
*'  the  grossest  insult  to  suppose  it  possible  for  him 
*•  not  only  to  send  another  Mini.t^r,  but  to  leave 
*•'  that  Minister  to  judge  of  tlie  assurances  respecting 
*'  his  receptions' 

"  Ever  since  the  President  has  been  in  the  chair, 
*'  he  lias  been  complaiiung  of  the  conduct  of 
*'  France.  He  has  published  the  uijuries  of  Ame- 
**  rica  to  the  world  in  volumes  ^  he  has  made  the 

"  wclkiq 
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"  welkin  ring  with  her  cries,  and,  latterly,  with 
"  her  threats  of  revenge;  and,  shall  we  believe 
"  that  her  wounds  are  to  be  healed,  anl  all  her 
**  mortal  wrath  assuaged,  by  one  sootliing  letter 
"  from  the  pen  of  Talleyrand  to  the  sentimental 
"  Mr.  Murray !  And  shall  we  believe,  that  a  ne- 
"  gotiation,  which  was  thought  of  such  importance 
'*  as  to  require  the  united  wisdom  of  three  of  the 
*'  most  profound  and  experienced  politicians  in 
"  America,  can  now  be  entrusted  to  one  man,  and 
"  he  of  very  slender  political  abilities?  Shall  we 
"•  believe  that  this  negotiation  is  now  looked  upon 
'*  as  a  mere  by  job,  which  an  Envoy  at  the  Hague 
'*  may  perform  in  a  trip  to  Paris,  witliout  any  in- 
'*  terruption  to  his  ordinary  functions? 

"  With  the  very  last  message  to  the  House  of 
**  Representatives  the  President  sends  the  House  a 
"  copy  of  a  lettvT  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Mr. 
•'*  King,  which  clearly  proves  the  existence  of  a 
'•  French  decree  for  putting  to  death  all  Americans 
"  found  on  board  ships  belonging  to  the  enemies 
*'  of  France.  Lord  Grenville  calls  this  an  atro- 
"  cious  ckcree,  iintxamplcd  in  tire  annals  of  then- u rid, 
"  and  assures  the  American  Minister  ot  the  Kin";'s 
"  resolution  to  protect  those  Americans  who  may 
"  be  found  under  his  iiag,  or  to  revenge  their  death 
**  by  the  most  rigorous  retaliation  on  Frenchmen. 
•'  This  the  President  certainly  communicated  by 
*•'  way  of  example  to  Congress ;  and,  lest  they 
"  should  count  upon  the  suspension  of  the  decree, 
*'  he  tells  them  to  "  remember  that  the  arret  of 
the   Executive  Directorv  of  the  2d  of  March, 

'*  1797,    remains  in  torce  ;  the  third  article   ot 

"  which    subjects  explicitly  and.  exclusively  Ame- 
rican seamen  to  be  treated  as  pirates,  if  found  on 
"  "  board  ships  of  the  enemies  of  France ^ 

"  Now,  this  message  was  sent  to  the  House  on 
*'  Saturday   last,  and   can  it  be  believed,  that   the 

*'  man, 
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"  man,  who  gave  this  under  his  hand  and  seal  on 
*'  Saturday,  could  on  Monchui,  propose  to  send 
*'  another  Minister  to  treat  with  the  very  power 
"  who  had  passed,  and  who  still  held  unre- 
"  pealed,  the  bloody  decrees  of  which  he  com- 
*'  plains? 

*'  I  will  not  expatiate  on  the  consequences  of  such 
"  a  step  on  the  part  of  the  IVesident,  because  I 
cannot  suppose  the  step  itself  within  the  com- 
pass of  possibility  ;  but,  I  will  just  observe,  that 
had  he  taken  sucli  a  step,  it  would  have  been  in- 
stantaneously followed  by  the  loss  of  every  triend 
worth  his  preserving.  To  gain  and  to  preserve 
friends,  a  statesman  must  act  with  vigour,  steadi- 
ness, and  consistency;  he  must  encourage  his 
friends  by  showing  them  that  he  profits  from  their 
friendship  ;  he  must  clap  his  own  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  and  maintain  the  ground  that  has  been 
gained  for  him ;  for,  those  men  must  be  more 
than  mortal,  who  will  persevere  in  the  Sysiphian 
task  of  supporting  a  Government  that  is  everlast- 
ingly recoiling." 

In  the  justice  of  these  remarks  every  man  of  sense 
and  candour  must  concur ;  they  had,  howev^er, 
scarcely  made  their  appearance,  when  a  torrent  of 
abuse  began  to  pour  in  upon  me  from  all  quarters. 
From  the  French  faction  this  was  naturally  to  be 
expected  ;  but,  from  the  Federalists,  nothing  could 
warrant  the  exj)ectation  of  it,  but  a  thorough  per- 
suasion of  their  having  abandoned  every  idea  of 
consistency,  and  every  principle  of  honour  and  of 
freedom.  This  persuasion  had  not  yet  gained  a  place 
in  my  mind  ;  it  was,  therefore,  with  some  little  sur- 
prise, that  I  heard  they  had  passed  sentence  oi  trans- 
portation on  me. 

A  report  immediately  got  into  circulation,  that  1 
was  to  be  sent  out  of  the  countrij^  under  the  alioi  lazv. 
This  report  found  its  way  into  some  of  the  news- 
papers ; 
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papers;  it  became  the  subject  of  a  song,  set  to  the 
tune  of  the  President's  March  (the  words  being  a 
parody  on  that  famous  Federal  Hymn,  called  "  Hoil, 
'■'Columbia  *) ;  it  was  generally  believed,  and  the 
measure,  which  it  was  supposed  the  Governmei;t 
had  resoh^ed  on,  was  generally  acquiesced  in,  if  not 
approved  of. 

In  this  state  of  the  public  mind,  the  base  Slaves 
of  Boston,  who  made  sure  that  the  transportation 
was  determined  on,  thought  tliey  might  venture 
forth  to  attack  me. 

B.  Russell  bega:i,  in  his  paper  of  the  6th  of 
March. — "  Ignorance  and  impudence,"  says  he, 
"  are  stronjjlv  nourtraved  in  the  last  Numbers  of 
''  the  Porcupine,  and  nothmg  but  repentance  and 
"  contrition  ought  to  restore  iiim  to  the  good  opi- 
"  nion  of  the  Federalists. — The  insolence  of  Por- 
'^'  cupine,  in  commencing  an  attack  on  the  Presi- 
"  sident  of  the  United  States,  for  a  measure,  of 
*'  icliich  it  is  i'Hpossible  Porcupine  can  ever  be  a 
*'  judge,  is  beheld  with  a  mixture  ot  contempt  and 
*'  indignation.  Contempt,  that  an  individual,  who 
is  known  to  the  people  ot  the  United  States, 
only  as  a  pamphleteer  and  scribbler  against  the 
principles  of  the  French  revolution,  should,  upon 
all  occasions,  hold  himself  up  as  their  political 
iruide.     Indici:nation,    that  an  obscure  foreisrner, 
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^  "  Your  dirty  mouth  we  do  disdain, 
"  For  all  your  words  are  spent  in  vain  ; 
"  Your  words  are  words  that  are  not  good 
"  (By  tliem  that  read  and  understood), 
"  I'or  John  Adams  you  did  ollend, 
"  And  tor  that  your  neck  shall  bend." 
Tliis  Is  a  pretty  fair  sample  of  the  performance,  which  is  iliuch 
about  on  a  level  with  Hojjkin son's,  whaiher  wc  consider  the  st-n- 
tlmeuls  or  llie  poetry  of  it,  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  at  all  im- 
proper to  reward  the  author  by  appointing  him  Envoi/  to  some 
'".afion  of  Savages ! 

«'  who 
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^'  who  merely  exercises  in  this  countrv'  a  mecha- 
"  nical  business,  should  presume  to  place  himself  in 
*'  opposition  to  the  illustrious  asserter  of  American 
*'  Independence,  the  undaunted  supporter  of  our 
*'  rights  and  interests,  in  the  most  critical  situa- 
"  tions,  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  But  some- 
*'  thing  more  than  contempt  and  indignation  must 
"  soonfoUow.'* 

The  Slave  Minns  was  still  more  unreserved.  In 
his  paper  of  the  8th  of  March,  he  tells  his  readers, 
that  he  hears,  that  Porcupine  is  attempting,  by  a 
subterfuge,  "  to  get  out  of  the  situation  of  igno- 
miny and  peril,  to  which  his  scandalous  abuse  of 
tlie  President  has  brought  hinij  but,"  adds  he, 
tliis  subterfuge  is  too  barefaced  to  deceive  any 
**  body,  and  the  defence  so  paltrv,  that  itou^htnot 
"  to  screen  him  from  PUNISHXIENT.  If  he  is 
"  not  taken  up  on  the  sedition  law,  or  sent  out  of 
"  t'ae  country  on  the  alien  law,  they  are  BOTH  dead 
"  kttersr 

Now,  would  not  a  stranger  to  the  fact,  on  reading 
these  passages,  suppose  that  I  had  been  guilty  of 
some  act  of  treason,  or  that  I  had  published  a  most 
flagitious  and  outrageous  libel  on  the  President? 
And,  were  he  a  stranger  to  the  nature  of  the  Go- 
vernment, would  he  not  think,  besides,  that  this 
President  was  some  despot,  governing  by  his  sole 
will  and  pleasure?  Such  most  certainly  would  be 
the  conclusions  of  any  one  who  should  see  these 
extracts,  being  at  the  same  time  entirely  ignorant 
with  respect  to  the  Government  and  the  pretended 
offence  which  I  had  committed  against  it.  But,  if 
such  a  man  were  told,  that  tlie  Go\'ernment  ot  the 
United  States  boasts  of  being  the  most  lenient  in 
tlie  world  ;  tliat  its  constitution  is  tull  of  the  Rii^^hts 
of  Man,  and  that  it  guarantees,  in  a  more  especial 
manner,  the  "  inestimable  right  ot  ex  pressing  freely 
one's  thoughts,  cither  by  speech  or  by  the  press  j" 

and. 
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and,  it  he  were  then  told,  that  the  remarks  of  Por- 
cupine contained  not  one  insolent  or  disrespectful 
expression,  would  he  not  say,  that  amongst  all  the 
abject  wretches,  all  the  sycophants,  all  the  cringing 
paupers,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  Boston 
Slaves  claimed  the  preeminence? 

Observe,  mnrk  well,  the  sentiment  of  the  slave 
Minus. — "  If  Porcupine  is  not,"  says  he,  "  taken 
"  up  on  the  sedition  laiv,  OR  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
*'  try  on  the  alien  Iciiv,  they  are  BOTH  dead  let- 
"  ters." — Thus  is  this  miserable  tool  ready  to  jus- 
tify the  President  in  whatever  step  he  may  take. — 
The  alien  law  was  made  to  empower  the  President 
to  remove  foreigners  suspected  of  being  in  the  interest 
of  the  enemy  ;  it  gives  him  no  power  to  put  this  law 
in  force  as  a  punishment  for  crimes  as^ainst  the  laws. 
Yet  ]Minns  stands  pen  in  hand  to  justify  the  per- 
version of  this  law  to  purposes  of  private  revenge  ; 
and  he  undisguisedly  declares,  that  it  I  am  not  pu- 
nished under  one  law  or  the  other,  they  are  both  dead 
letters!  He  does  not  oirQzvhich  law  is  enforced,  so 
that  I  suffer!  So  tliat  1  am  punished,  it  is  a  matter 
of  indifference  with  him,  whether  it  be  for  a  public 
libel  or  a  seci'et  conspiraci/ 1 — Such  arc  the  notions  of 
justice  imbibed  in  the  school  of  Republicanism. 

But,  I  have  not  revived  this  subject  so  much  for 
the  purpose  of  commenting  on  the  baseness  of  these 
republican  parasites,  with  regard  to  myself,  as  for 
the  sake  of  examining  their  doctrine  of  silent  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  the  Executive. — The  slave 
liussell  speaking  of  the  nomination^  tells  his  readers 
(\\\  his  paper  of  the  6th  of  March),  that,  "  with 
"  respect  to  the  political  concerns  of  the  union,  as 
"  they  relate  to  foreign  nations,  the  great  bodu  of 
"  the  people  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  a  PERFECT 
"  knowledge.  They  therefore  have  placed  se-nti- 
"  nels  to  watch,  and  chosen  guides  to  direct  their 
"  progress.     JOHN  ADA^1S   is    chief  of   these 

VOL.  XI.  F  "  sentinels 
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"  sentinels  or  guides — he  has  always  been  found 
"  vii,nhint  and  quick-sighted,  and  is  therefore  en- 
"  titled  to  our  confidence  and  esteem.  It  those 
*'  who  have  pledged  themselves  to  supjwrt  with 
"  their  lives  and  fortunes,  our  illustrious  President 
"  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  shall  inconside- 
*'  ratclv  cease  to  follow  where  he  leads,  w'e  shall 
'*'  be  lost  in  alabvrinth  of  perplexities,  from  which 
"  it  will  be  difficult  to  devise  the  means  of  extri- 
"  catiuix  ourselves." 

I  agree  with  the  profound  Mr.  Russell,  that  the 
great  bodij  of  the  people  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
a /7er/tr/ knowledge  of  the  concerns  of  the  nation; 
I  also  agree  that  they  have  appointed  sentinels  to 
watch  over  them,  that  John  Adams  is  one  of  those 
sentinels,  and  that  he  has  frequently  been  found 
vigilant  and  quick-sighted ;  but,  it  does  not  hence  fol- 
lo^^',  that  he  can  never  be  wrong,  and  tiiat  no  part 
of  the  people  can  have  as  perfect  a  knowledge 
as  he,  respecting  the  mterests  of  the  nation.  Nor, 
because  the  better  part  of  the  nation  have  pledged 
themselves  to  support  him  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  does  it  follow  that  they  are  never  to  disap- 
prove of  his  conduct,  but  follow  through  thick 
and  thin,  whether  he  leads  them  to  honour  or  dis- 
honour. 

But,  let  us  hear  Minns,  who  certainly  surpasses-, 
his  rival  parasite.  '"•  The  readij  approbation  of  the 
"  Federalists  in  the  recent  proceeding  of  the  Pre- 
"  sident,  is  a  proof  of  that  patriotism  they  have 
"  alwa>'s  contt^nded  for.  Thev  have  e\er  avowed, 
*'  themselves  to  be  the  friends  and  supporters  of  (jo- 
"  vernnK*it.  Their  actions  have  demonstrated  their 
sincerity,  and  w^ill  continue  to  do  so.  If  they 
onli)  supported  such  measures  as  quadrated  xeith 
their  ozcn  crude  notionsy  what  Government 
"  would  be  obliged  to  them  for  their  precarious 
triendship  ?  They   have  contended,  that  certain 
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"  powers  delegated  to  the  President,  should  be  ex- 
"  ercised  imlcpcndenfhi — they  depreeate  an  officious 
"  ifitcrfcrence  icith  the  com^tifuted  authorities.'' 

This  is  a  very  comfortable  doctrine,  upon  my 
word,  for  a  despot.  According  to  this  hireling 
printer,  the  friends  of  Government  are  quietly  to 
acquiesce  in  every  measure  of  the  executive,  whe- 
ther it  appears  to  them  wise  or  unwise,  just  or  unjust, 
or  else  their  support  is  not  worth  having !  In  fact, 
they  are  to  have  no  opinion  of  their  own  :  they  -.re 
to  be  driven  like  one  sort  of  cattle,  or  led  like 
another  sort  of  cattle,  or  "  no  Government  will  be 
"  obliged  to  them  for  their  precarious  friendship!" 
This  is  libertij  with  a  vengeance  ! 

13ut,  the  logical  Minns  proceeds: — *'  They  have 
"  contended,  that  certain  powers  delegated  to  the 
"  President  should  be  exercised  inclependcntlij ; 
"  they  deprecate  an  officious  interference  with  the 
"  constituted  authorities." — So  that  the  exoressing 
of  one's  disapprobation,  either  by  writinsj;,  or  ver- 
bally, is  here  set  up  as  "  an  officious  interference  with 
"  the  constituted  authorities  r'  Impudent  caitiif!  Dis- 
senting from  the  President  in  opinion  respecting 
the  policy  or  justice  of  a  measure,  and  expressing 
that  dissent,  is  here  insolently  represented  as  an  at- 
tempt to  invade  his  powers,  and  to  share  with  him 
in  the  exercise  of  his  executive  functions ! 

Adopt  the  principle  of  these  servile  wretches,  and 
the  friends  of  Government  may  sow  up  their  lips; 
for  who  will  ever  pay  attention  to  a  set  (A  creatures 
that  are  prohibited  from  uttering  any  thing  but 
praise  f  The  absurdity  and  the  abominable  servility 
of  this  principle  are  so  evident;  it  is  so  well  known, 
that  the  disapprobation  of  private  persons  pub- 
licly expressed,  have  frequently  induced  Princes 
and  Ministers  to  alter  their  determinations,  that  I 
should  not  think  it  necessary  to  produce  an  exam- 
ple, Vvcre  there  not  one  at  hand,  to  the  torce  ot  which 
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tlic  Boston  slaves  dare  not  refuse  to  bow  their  hcftds, 
On  the  18th  of  February,  the  President  sent  a 
message  to  tlie  Senate,  in  whieh  he  nominated 
"  Mr.  William  J^au.^  Murraii,  our  ^linister  at  the 
"  Hague,  to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
''  Freneh  Republie." — On  the  20th  of  February  1 
published  the  remarks  whieh  I  have  inserted  above, 
and  whieh  have  drawn  fortli  the  cat's-paw  abuse  ot 
the-  Boston  slaves.  The  principal  object  of  these 
remarks  was,  as  the  reader  will  see,  to  expose  the 
inconsistency  and  the  danger,  of  committing  to  one 
man  J,  of  very  slender  political  abilities,  a  negotia- 
tion which  was  before  thought  of  importance  enough 
to  require  all  the  skill  and  firmness  of  three  of  the 
most  profound  ^nul  experienced  men  in  America. 
These  remarks  \\c\\\  as  I  said  before,  published 
on  the  20th,  and,  on  the  25th,  the  President  with- 
drew his  nomination  of  this  one  ma?},  and  made, 
in  lieu  Ihereof,  a  nomination  ot  three  meny  which 
three  men  were  to  wait  in  Ameriea,  till  the  jM'oper 
assurances  should  be  received  trom  France,  whereas^ 
Mr.  ^.lurray  would  liave  been  authorized  to  go  to 
France  the  moment  he  received  assurances  satisfac- 
torv  ^o  him. 

From  tlie  President's  second  message.  It  verv 
e\  idently  appears,  that  he  was  induced  to  alter  his 
determination  oy  the  disa])probation  expressed  rc/ZA- 
out  doors  ;  for,  he  trankJy  tells  the  Senate,  that  the 
proposition  of  a  Ircsh  negotiation  with  France  "has 
"  p-ivcn  occasion  to  manifestations  of  the  public 
"  OPINION,  1)1/  ichich  it  appears,  that  a  new  mo- 
"  dilicationof  the  embassy  will  "ive  move  ";eneral 
"  satisfaction,  and  perliaps  heller  df/^n-er  Ihe purposes 
*'  ;'//  ivVrc." — Now,  mark  well,  ye  jjoston  slaves,  that 
I  do  not  pretend,  that  it  was  my  publication  which 
produced  this  change;  but,  1  know  well  that  no 
other  papery  nor  anv  olher  /;^t.swz,  did  publicly  ex- 
press a  disapprobation  ot  the  first  nomination,  till 
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after  the  second  nomination  had  ta/icn  place.    At  anv 
rate,  it  was  a  "  manifestation  of  the  public  opi?u'on' 
that    produced  a  chan<Te,  which  the  Presidjnt  ac- 
kno\^-lcdges  is  belter  calculated  to  ans:cer  the  purposes 
in  viezv.     But,  no  such   manifestation    could  have 
been,  and  consequently,  the  charge  could  not  have 
been  produced,  if  tlie'  base  and  preposterous  prin- 
ciple   of  the  Boston  slaves   were   adopted.     It   is 
clear   to  everv  man  of  common   information,  that 
tiiis  new  modification  of  the  embassv  has,   at  least, 
respited  the  honour  and  safetij  of  America.   ^  It  tiie 
first  nomination  had  not  been  disapproved  of  out  of 
doors,  it  would  have  produced  a  fatal  dispute  be- 
tween the  President  and  the  Senate,or  we  should  at 
this  day  have  patched  up  a  treaty  with  France,  and 
should,  probably,  have  been  thrown  into  lier  scale, 
just  at  the  moment  that  it  is  kicking  the  beam.     I 
df)  not  believe,    that  Mr.  Murray  would,  willin.'-ly, 
have  made  a  treaty  with  France  calculated  to  in- 
volve his  country  in  the  war,  on  her  side  ;  and  had 
he  done    it,  I  am   sure  the  President  would    not 
have  given  it  his   ratification;  but,    I  also  know, 
that   it   would  have  been  next  to    imi)0ssible    for 
America  to  make  any  treaty  witli  the  Directory,  at 
tlie  time  this  treatv  would  have  been  made,  which 
would  not  have  immediately  brought   on  her  the 
hostility  of  England,    Russia,   and  the   Porte;  and 
let   it  be  observed,    that  this  hostility  would  have  ^ 
been  brought  on  her,  precisely  at  the  tim.',  when  it 
would  have  bepn  utterly  impossible  for   I'rancc,    or 
any  other  power,  to  render  her  the  least  assistance. 
From  this  imminent  danger  t'le  country  has,   hi- 
therto, been   preserved   bv    the  President's  candid 
abandonment  oi  his  first  nomination,   and  1   have 
great  hopes,  that  we  shall  finally  have  to  thank  this 
*'  nexc  modification  of  the  endia^si/^  for  saving  America 
from   the  disgrace,    and    the    disagreeable    conse- 
quences, of  being  numbered  amongst  the  friends  of 
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the  Bcgicides,  when  the  King  comes  to  mount  on 
liis  tlirone.  Yet,  it  is  for  liaving,  with  my  small 
voice,  joined  in  the  "  manifestations  of  the  public 
opinion,"  which  produced  this  salutary  change,  t'nis 
measure  ot  satet\  and  ot  honour;  it  is  f(-r  this,  and 
this  alone,  that  the  Slaves  of  Boston  have  had  the 
audacity  and  the  baseness  to  sentence  me  to  banish- 
ment, as  a  spij,  OR  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  as  a 
libeller! 

I  shall  now,  as  I  proposed,  proceed  to  compare 
their  doctrine  of  silent  submission  to  the  will  ot  the 
Executive,  with  the  o})inions  and  practice  ot  the 
friends  of  Government  in  Great  Britain. 

The  doctrine  of  liberty,  laid  down  by  the  Boston 
slaves,  is  briefly  this: — That  no  man,  jvofessing  a 
friendship  to  the  established  Government,  ought  ever 
to  express  his  disapprobation  of  any  measure,  zchieh 
has  been  adopted  bij  tJie  Executive.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  this  doctrine  has  originated  (for  I  really 
believe  it  to  be  original)  in  a  country  which  boasts 
of  being  the  most  free  and  moat  enlightened  in  the- 
world  J  and  it  will  certainly  be  allowed,  that  I  take 
no  unfair  advantage  of  the  doctrine  in  comparing 
it\\-ilhthe  practice  of  Government-writers  in  Great 
Britain,  the  Government  of  which  America  did  not 
'i\\\iS.free  enough  for  them. 

Since  the  propriety  of  treating  of  this  subject 
has  occurred  to  me,  I  have  looked  into  the  wri- 
tings of  at  least  a  score  of  British  authors,  famous 
for  their  support  of  Government,  I  could  fill  vo- 
lumes with  instances  of  their  pointed  disapproba- 
tion of  the  measures  of  the  Kin<r  and  his  Ministry. 
But  so  volumnious  a  collection  ot  proofs  is  not  ne- 
cessary ;  I  shall,  theretore,  confine  m}'self  to  wri-; 
|:ers  of  tliis  stj^ni}),  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves during  ttie  present  ivar,  and,  that  my  quo- 
tations may  be  precisely  in  point,  I  shall  select  such 
passages  only  as  relate  to  the  two  embassies,  which 
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Great  Britain  sent  to  treat  with  the  Regicides  of 
France. 

The  first  author  that  I  shall  appeal  to  is  Bitrkc.    I 
have  not,  at  this  moment,  access  to  his  two  first  let- 
ters on   the   Rcc^icide  Peace,  but  the  third  will  an- 
swer my  purpose. — The  King,  in  his  declaration, 
issued  after  the  breaking  off  of  the  negotiation  at 
Paris,  says,  that,  "  he  has  now  only  to  lament   its 
"  abrunt    termination,    and  to  renew  the  solemn 
"  declaration,  that  idienever  his  enemies  shall  be 
''  disposed  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  a  general  pa- 
"  cification,    in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and   equity, 
'*'  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  contribute 
"  to   the  accomphshment  of  that  great  object." — 
This  declaration  Mr.  Burke  reprobates  in  terms  the 
most  indiijnant.     He  savs.  that,  in  theneijotiation, 
*'  the   Ministers  quitted  the  sate,   beaten  highway 
between  independent   powers ;"    he  says,   that, 
to  pacity  the  enemy,  they  made  every  sacrifice  of 
the  national  dignity  ;  that  they  offered  to  immolate, 
*'  at  the  same  slirine,  the  most  'valuable  of  tJie   na^ 
*'  tional  acquisitions ;"    and  he   finally    says,    that, 
"  there  seems  to  ha\'0  been  ?20  assignable  motive  for 
''  sending    I^ord   Mahnsbury    to    l^aris,    except  to 
"  expose  his  humble  count rjj  to  the  icorst  indignities.'* 
Having    thus  reprobated   the   sending  of  tlie   em- 
bassy to  Paris,  he  then  asserts,  tliat  the  above  quoted 
part  of  tlie  King's  declaration  is  "  a  resoluti(m  of 
*'  persevering  in  the  very  same  fdnd  of  conduct,  to- 
"  wards  the  very  same  sort  of  persons,  and  on   the 
"  verij  same  principles y — In  another  place,  he  calls 
this  passage  ot  the  declaration  of  his  Majesty,  "  a 
"  ichining  lamentation  ;"    he  calls  it,  "  the  last  re- 
"  source  of  yivz/c/Zd'  iwaiiness,  of  helpless  infancy  \  of 
"  doating  decrepitude^ 

lliisisthc  language  not  only  of  a  friend  to  the 
liritish  (lovernment,  but  oi  ?>.  pensioner  o^  \.\\c  Bri- 
tish King;  and,  1  dare  say,  no  one  ever  suggested 
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^he  propriety  of  taking  his  pension  from  him,  much 
less  of  banishing  I'im,  as  a  spy,  or  fining  and  im- 
prisoning him,  as  a  libeller.  This  work  was  read  by 
every  loyal  Briton,  with  admiration  and  \vita  gra- 
titude. What  would  the  friends  of  Government  in 
England  have  said  of  any  servile  miscreant,  who, 
in  hopes  of  ingratiating  himself  v>ith  the  King  or 
the  Ministry,  should  have  dared  to  propose  the 
sending  cf  thisioritcr  out  of  thf  comiiry^  AVouidnot 
the  proposition  have  excited  universal  detestation? 
And  would  there  not  have  been  tound  some  ge- 
nerous fellow  to  trample  the  base  parasite  under 
foot? 

But,  these  passages  from  Air.  Burke,  strong  as  is 
the  reprobation  which  they  contain,  arc  very  far  in- 
ferior, in  point  of  severity,  to  what  we  miglit  ha\e 
expected  from  him,  it  he  had  honoured  the  world 
with  his  reflections  on  the  sccoiul  Embassy,  the  Em~ 
hassii  to  Lille.  AVhile,  however,  we  have  to  regret 
that  death  should  deprive  us  of  the  thou":hts  of 
Burke,  on  this  suojcct,  it  is  some  consolation  that 
the  loss  has  been  supplied  by  a  man,  who,  though 
somewhat  interior  to  him  both  as  a  writer  and  a 
statesman,  acknowledges  no  inferiority  in  the  sound- 
ness of  his  principles,  or  his  attachment  to  his  King 
and  country,  i  mean  the  author  of  tliose  famous 
publications,  entitled,  "  Cohsidevutions  on  Public 
"  Ajfairsy  This  series  of  ])amphlets  was,  for  a 
long  time,  ascribed  to  the  pen  ot  that  accomplished 
statesman,  Lora  Auckland  :  some  of  the  Reviewers 
even  named  his  T^ordship  as  the  author;  but,  it  has 
since  been  ascertained,  that  the  real  author  is  a  geiv 
tlcman  of  the  name  ot  Bcntlaj. 

This  writer,  in  speaking  of  the  conditions  which 
the  ^Ministry  were  ready  to  treat  upon  at  Lilie,  savs, 
**  whoever  nc•\^"  looks  at  the  qvh\  r)f  the  war,  v/ill 
"  believe  that  we  ha\'e  made  it  confederated  with 
'*  I'Vance  against  our  cop.imon  allies,  or  at  least  rc- 
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**  fuse  to  believe,  that  cither  party  liad  a  virtuous 
'"  or  honourable  cau:,e,  when  bofh  have  concurred 
*'  in  so  base  and  so  ^iiilf.ij  ^n  issue," — In  another 
place,  vv-hen  he  comes  to  speak  of  the  failure  of  the 
negotiation,  he  says  : — "  And,  can  the  Ministry  be 
"  so  blinded  by  any  vanity,  any  folly,  any  Hattcring, 
'^  any  species  of  self-love  and  delusion,  as  not  to 
see  that  the  present  safety,  the  present  greatness, 
the  present  glory  of  this  country,  are  not  their 
work,  nor  their  praise,  but  the  gift  or  the  tor- 
bearance  of  the  enemy !  Tiiat  we  owe  our  state, 
under  Providence,  to  no  merit,  no  wisdom  ot 
theirs,  but  fo  the  defeat  of  their  project s\  and  the 
"  failure  of  their  schemes!  That  wv  have  escaped 
"  bv  their  disappointment ;  that  we  have  been  saved 
'•'  bv  tJieir  viiscarriage;  that  we  are  a  nation  IN 
"  SPITE  OF  THEM!"— In  another  place  he  says, 
that  the  Embassy  to  Lille,  "  exhibited  to  the  v.'orld 
"  the  spectacle  of  a  British  Minister  deputed  to 
"  crime  from  coicardiee,  received  with  insult,  and 
"  dismissed  wdth  mockery,  qfjc'ring  our  ruin  and  re- 
*'  turning  with  our  shame." 

Now,  ye  Boston  Slaves,  ye  prostituted  parasites, 
compare  the  practice  of  British  writers  with  tlie 
articles  of  your  servile  creed  ;  compr.re  tliis  undis- 
guised censure,  tiiis  severe  reprobation,  with  my 
feeble  and  qu;ditied  disapprobation  of  the  Presi- 
dent's nomination.  T'hese  British  politicians  boldly 
accuse  this  Executive  of  having  ma-le  a  sjcrijice 
of  tlie  national  dignity,  and  offering  lo  immolate  the 
most  valuable  of  the  national  possessions  ;  they  call 
the  King's  declaration  a  whining  lamentation^  the 
last  resource  of  doating  decrepitude  ;  they  chiirge 
the  Executive  with  concurring  in  a  base  ■andgniltj/ 
measure;  they  accuse  th.e  Ministry  or  cowardice, 
and  bid  them  recollect  that  the  nation  has  been 
preserved  by  the  failure  of  their  schemes.  Had  I 
made   use   of  language   like  this  (and    I  certainly 
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slioiild  have  done  it,  if  I  had  felt  myself  free 
enoui^h)  how  soon  my  \\  rit  of  proscription  would 
have  been  made  out,  if  the  President  had  concurred 
in  sentiment  with  the  Boston  Slaves!  1  should  not 
liave  been  allowed  time  to  say  niy  prayers. — Such  is 
the  difference  between  British  and  .Vmerican  liberf;if! 
Such  is  the  ditTerence  between  the  liberty,  which  is 
enjoyed  under  a  King,  and  that  which  is  enjoyed  un- 
der a  Sovereign  People ! 

This  contrast  is  not,  however,  seen  in  its  full  and 
fair  light,  till  diat  conduct  of  the  two  governnients, 
which  has  been  the  subject  ot  disapj^robation,  is 
brr)ught  into  view.  >>Ir.  Burke  wrote  just  after  the 
first  embassy  to  France  was  returned.  Lord  Malms- 
bury  had,  indeed,  been  sent  away  from  Paris  in  no 
very  polite  manner,  but  he  had  been  received,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  such  as  he  was,  had  opened 
a  negotiation  with  him.  The  insolent  usurpers  did 
not  disdain  to  hear  him,  nor  did  they  refuse  him 
the  protection  and  privileges  which  the  law  of  na- 
tions have  allowed  to  Ambassadors.  They  did  not, 
in  short,  treat  him  like  a  vagabond,  and  menace  him 
with  the  correction  of  their  accursed  police,  as  they 
did  Mr,  Pinckney,  e\'en  after  they  had  received  his 
letter  of  credence. 

i\Ir.  Bentlev's  indiirnation  was  roused  bv  the 
second  embassy,  and,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the 
step  was  cruelly  degrading ;  but  what  would  Mr. 
Bcntley  have  said,  if  a  third  embassy  had  been 
proposed,  after  one  Knvoy  had  been  driven  away 
witiiout  a  hearing,  and  after  three  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  an  audience  with  certain  under-strappers 
unlv  for  tlve  purpose  of  receiving  propositions  tor 
making  their  country  tributary  to  France?  If  this 
gentleman  was  so  offended  at  the  renewal  of  the 
embassy  of  Lord  Malmsbury,  what  would  he  have 
said  if  another  had  been  preparing,  and  if  the 
new  (,-nvoy  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  Directory 
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them<;elves?  Air.  Burke  expresses  great  indigna- 
tion at  the  King's  declaring,  that  he  is  ready  to 
enter  into  a  ne.v  negotiation  zcht/ieve?'  the  enemv 
shall  be  disMsed  to  treat  on  tair  and  honourable 
terms.  Where  then  would  he  have  found  words  to 
express  his  indignation,  it  the  King  (after  having 
two  embassies  driven  out  without  being  received 
at  all)  had  declared  that  he  still  stood  '■  ready  to 
"  embrace  every  plausible  appearance  of  a  proha- 
*'  bility  of  preserving  or  restoring  tranquility?" — 
And  how  would  he  have  thundered  through  the 
page,,  it,  under  such  circumstances,  his  Alajesty 
had  really  appointed  a  third  embassy,  and  pro- 
claimed to  the  world,  that  it  was  kept  iii  zuaiti/ig 
till  the  insolent  enemy  should  please  to  consent    to 

.  its  reception ! 

But,  say  the  Boston  Sla\'es,  the  comparison  Is 
not  in  point.  The  Government  of  Great  Britain  is 
a  Monarchy  ;  (or,  as  they  have  sometimes  called 
it,  an  Usurpation)  the  people  are  not  dull/  repre- 
sented; the  King  and  Ministry  are  not  the  organs 
OF  THE  GENERAL  WILL;  and,  therefore,  opposition 
to  their  measures  is  allow  able,  and  even  highly  me- 
ritorious. But,  HERE,  ivhere  the  President  is  chosen 
by  the  people;  zchere  he  is  merely  their  agent,  pa- 

forming  the  acts  loliicli  their  august  Majesty  directs 
him  to  perform,  to  censure  those  acts  is  to  censure  the 
conduct  of  the  people  themselves  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  to  insult 
and  libel  the  xvholc  nation! 

This  is  \yhat  you  inay  call  a  political  conundrum, 
which,  though  it  m;!y  be  verv  Ht  to  amuse  the  So- 
vereign People,  is  not,  I  presume,  calculated  to  iiiv 
pose  on  the  rest  of  mankind.  It  contains,  however, 
a  most  comfortable  doctrine  for  tliose  who  happen 
to  get  into  "power,  in  a  repi-ese/dat ive  Gowmmcnt. 
It  their  conduct  is  uisa})proved  of  by  any  man,  or 
any  number  of  men,  they  triumpliantly  refer  thcni 
to  their  own  maxims,  and  tell  them  to  recollect, 

that 
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tliat  what  th.cy  do  is  dour  by  amajoriiifof  f  he  people, 
and,  therefore,  to  complain  of  their  conduct  is  to 
make  a  complaint  against  the  conduct  oi  the  j?>aJG- 
rifij,  which  is,  in  effect,  to  destroy  the  very  foun- 
dation of  all  Republican  Government.  If  I  re- 
collect right,  there  is  a  sentiment  of  this  cast  in 
General  ^\'ashington's  famous  Farewel  Address. 
Speaking  (and  he  spoke /m/;/i^7?/ on  the  subject)  ot 
opposidon  to  Governmenf,  he  seemed  to  admit,  that 
it  was  perhaps  necessary  to  some  sorts  of  Govern- 
vieuty  but  tfjatitwasby  no  means  necessary  to  that  af 
the  United  States. 

It  is  very  kind  in  tlie  Boston  Slares,  and  others,  to 
lavish  their  praises  on  Fox,  Erskine,  (rraitan,  and 
all  the  crew  of  reformers,  for  their  "  manly,  and 
"  steady  opposition"  to  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,'  while  they  will  not  allow  a  w^ord  to  be 
uttered  in  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  their 
own  Government,  either  by  natives  or  foreigners  f 
This  is  very  kind  ;  all  the  misfortune  is,  their  base- 
ness and  malignity  are  seen  through,  and  their  piti- 
f  I  efforts  are  despised. 

I  shall  now  take  mv  leave  of  the  Slaves  of  Boston. 
I  most  heartily  despise  the  wretches,  and  I  am 
conscious,  that  tliey  will  be  despised  as  lieartily  by 
every  man  of  spirit  who  shall  read  these  remarks. 
Tlie  miscreants  de;:crve  no  quarter  at  my  hands  ; 
but  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  complnin  of  my 
want  of  candour,  I  shall  mention  the  only  circum- 
stance that  can  possibly  be  pleaded  in  mitigation  of 
their  unparalleled  servility;  and,  I  humbly  presume, 
that  I  shall  derive  the  greater  merit  on  this  account, 
as  th.e  circumstance  is  one  which  their  wor/t^j-/// v/ould 
for  ever  prevent  them  from  urging  in  their  defence. 
The  palliative  circumstar.ee  then,  to  which  I  al- 
lude, is,  THEIR  BEING  BOTH  IN  THE  EM- 
PLOY OF  GOVER^'i\IENT!  One  is  Printer  to 
the  General  Court,  and  the  other  is  Printer  of  the 
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Laxcs  of  the  Union. — Now,  sonic  people  will,  upon 
this  information,  call  B.  RnsscU  and  Minus  a  couple 
ot  base  hireling  scoundrels ;  but,  suffer  mc,  reader, 
to  caution  you  against  the  use  of  such  censorious 
lano:uaoe;  for,  between  vou  and  me,  there  are  a  ?reat 
manv  most  excellent  federalists,  whose  attachment 
to  Government  has  no  better  toundati;jn. 


The  Pricsflcau  Cooper. — This  patriot  of  the 
Priestlean  school  is  settled  at  Northumberland.  My 
readers  may  recollect,  that,  not  long  since,  I  gave 
an  intiannuatory  extract  from  a  paper  v;hich  he 
publishes  tliere,  witli  the  assistance  of  the  High. 
iMest  of  his  order.  It  will  be  curious,  it,  in  the 
dark  times  which  are  evidently  approaching,  the 
Old  Socinian  and  his  followers  should  act  the  same 
part  lure,  wliich,  during  the  American  revolution, 
thev  acted  In  Cireat  Britain.  The  thin";  is  tar  from 
ben^ig  either  impossible  or  improbable.  We  have 
been  the  like  come  to  pass.  We  have  seen  General 
Washington  publicly  thanking  Tom  Paine  tor  his 
services  during  the  revolution,  and  we  have  seen 
Tom  rcpau  him  u-ifh  interest.  ^Ve  have  seen  Priest- 
ley and  his  seditious  crew,  publicly  thanked  tor 
their  attachment  to  the  revolutionarv  cause,  and 
we  may  yet  sec  them  make  a  proper,  refurn/or  /he 
compliment,  in  the  mean  time  I  shall  relate  an 
anecdote  of  Cooper,  taken  from  that  most  excellent 
periodical  vvork,_THE  Anti-Jacobin  Review  and 
Magazine.  * 

*'  This  Mr.  Cooper  Wiis  the  Delegate  from  the 
*'  Constitutional  Societv  to  the  National  Convm- 
"  tion  of  Paris  with  Mr.  Ja-mes  Watt.  Originally 
"  educated  for  the  bar,  he  pursued  not  only  hii 
"  protessional  studies,  but  became  versed  in  astro- 
"  logy   with   Henderson,    chemistry  with    Henry, 


'^  St-e  -'Vnli-Jacobi!)  Review,  i:c.  for  M.irrli,  17.''j>- 

"  mctaphvsics 
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"  metaphysics   with    Priestley,    and   politics    with 

"  Brissot.     Pie  \A'as  a  leading  Member  of  the  Li- 

"  terary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester, 

"  and  occasionally   treated  his  illuminated  triends 

"  with  the  haunch  of  an  ass-,  fed  on  milk :  for,  to 

*'  the    unprejudiced,    the    haunch  of  an    ass  is    as 

"  good  as  an  haunch  of  venison.     But  at  this  feast 

"  of  the   enlightened  few   at  their  chic  board,  the 

"  asinine  haunch  was  crowned  with  a  chaplet,  cm- 

"  bellished  with  the  letters  George,  and  the  guests, 

"  among  whom  were  two  officers  of  dragoons,  were 

"  treated  \Aith  a  slice  of  Geoj'ge.     Calves  heads  con- 

"  stantly  garnished  the  tables  ot  these  gentry  on  the 

"  30th  of  January  ;  but  the  Church  and  King  Club 

*'  counteracted  the  machinations  of  these  admirers 

"  of  regicide.     Cooper  having  burnt  the  velverets 

"  and  callicoes  which  he  proposed  to  bleach  on 

*'  novel  phlogistic  principles,  having  become  a  bank- 

"  rupt,  retired  to  America  to  philosophize    in   the 

*'  calm  retreats  of  lettered  solitude,  where  he  and 

"  Priestley  *  would  enlighten  Europe  trom  the  de- 

"  sarts  of  the  new  world." 

*  Were  it  not  for  the  vices  of  these  two  men,  I  do  not 
know  any  two  upon  earth  who  are  more  striking  objects  of 
pity.  Disappointed,  neglected,  despised  as  they  aire,  it  would  not 
be  at 'all  wonderful,  if  they  were  to  make  some  desperate  attempt 
on  their  own  Hves.  Their  mortihcations  and  miseries  must 
render  their  existence  an  almost  insupportable  burthen  They 
stand  in  need  of  all  ihe'n  pliilosop/i;/,  and,  if  the  new  Norihum- 
br'iavs  ;'.re  truly  described,  they  must  have  occasion  for  no  smalt 
portion  of  sectarian  cunning.  Priestley  cannot  here  (as  in  that 
hot-bed  of  tanaticism,  Kngland)  find  fools  to  build  him  meeting- 
houses, and  feed  him  with  a  salary.  His  present  neighbours  will 
never  pester  him  with  contradictions  to  his  creed ;  if  he  does  but 
pehave  like  a  shcntlciruDis,  and  let  them  cheat  him  as  much  as 
is  convenient  for  them,  they  care  not  vheihcr  he  worships  God 
or  Devil.  If  I  am  well  informed,  however,  the  Doctor  has  long' 
ceased  to  be  an  object  of  sharping  speculation  ;  he  received  a  to- 
lerable squeeze  at  his  first  arrival,  and  has  been  grow  ing  drier  and 
drier  ever  since  ;  and,  as  to  poor  Cooper,  all  that  remains  of  him 
would  be  a  lenten  entertainment  even  for  the  crows. 

Bubble 
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Bubble  and  Squeak .—T\\c  following  extracts  with 
which  I  am  sure  my  readers  will  be  well  pleased, 
are  taken  from  a  poem  (lately  published  in  London), 
entitled  Bubble  aud  Squeak. 

IF  fug  Club  of  England. 

Fam'tl  Orator  of  Palace  Yard, 
Thv  melting  eyes  O  lend  the  bard ! 
Lend  him  thy  bowels  of  compassion. 
And  pdthos  of  the  newest  fashion, 
To  wail,  with  sympathising  grief. 
The  loss  of  each  insurgent  chief; 
For  when  a  grand  arch  rebel  dies, 
Li  Fox's  civic  eulogies, 
(Like  homely  jade  by  beauty  u ashes 
Or  sugar  candy  from  molasses) 
Reg'nratcd,  tranb>form'd,  rehn'd, 
He  soars  the  noblest  of  his  kind, 

Heroes  and  demig(;ds  among, 

A  gilded  fly  from  ordure  sprung.  * 

t  Hung  be  the  Shak<peare's  bur  with  black,! 

Stript  off  an  undertaker's  back  I 

The  club's  conven'd. — Yield  day  to  night  ! 

Waiter  I — but  half  the  candles  light ; 

And  half  of  that  same  half  snufF  out  ! 

Enlighten  d  Jf'higs  can  dine  without. 

Cold  be  the  cod  fish,  cold  the  sirloin. 

The  claret  not  worth  two-pence  sterling, 

Tiie  punch  of  brandy  void  and  lemon. 

The  soup  black  broth  of-Laccdemon, 

The  beef  steaks  scorch'd,  the  oysters  stinking, 

The  port  fit  foi  tlie  devil's  drinking. 

Half  boil'd  too  let  the  pudding  come, 

A  mealv  waste  without  a  plumb; 

And  let  Dutch  herrings  shed  their  pickle 

111  sympathy  with  tears  that  trickle 


*  "  See  Mr.  Fox's  Speech  at  the  Whig  Club,  June  0,  1708." 

\  "  Hung  be  the  heav'ns  with  black, — Yield  d:iy  to  nigiit." 

Henry  VI.  Tart  I.  Act  I. 

+  The  Whig  Club  met  at  the  Shakspeare  Tnvcrn. 

Down 
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Down  Opposition  checks  and  noses, 
^V  liilc  Fox,  his  friend's  ajjotheosis, 
rroclaims  tlie  solitary  herald 
Oi  al!  the  virtues,  leil  Fitzgerald! 
To  kind  oblivion  loth  to  trust 
Defunct  rebellion's  sacred  dust  ! 

French  Paper  Money. 

But  in  that  country  where  confusion 
Usurps  the  name  of  Revolution, 
And  pettifoggers  and  sow-gcldeis 
Senates  and  councils  foim  ot  elders. 
Since  Icpislativc  contiscation 
Answers  all  end  of  transmutation, 
GoId-makin";'s  decm'd  a  sorrver  trade 
Than  'tis  to  steal  it  ready  made  : 
And,  since  diey're  well  cohvinc'd  to  boot 
That  wealth  of  evil  is  the  root, 
They  wisely  wage  inveterate  quarrels 
Widi  ore  that  would  corrupt  their  morals  ; 
Which  that  they  may  preserve  intact 
They  Aiidas'  talent  counteract. 
And  by  theii  potent  art pnancique. 
Learnt  of  their  irethren  transutlantick, 
(O'er  whom,  of  late,  they  bounce  and  vapour). 
Reform  their  luidores  to  paper  ; 
IVlakc  specie  at  their  touch  reducible 
I'o  nought  in  requisition  crucible  ; 
Ensepulchre  men's  gold  and  plate 
In  grand  Crusophagus  of  state, 
From  whence  regenerated  cash  is 
Hatch'dlike  a  Phcenix  from  its  ashes, 
And,  freed  in  purgatory  Gallic, 
From  its  corporeal  part  metallic, 
Again  to  circidation  springs 
On  metaphysic  paper  wings  ; 
'Till,  by  the  plund'rers  who  devis'd 
Its  fabrication  cxorcis'd. 
And  of  all  tcnui  e  disposscss'd, 
livaporates  llic  yj.'lndling  pest : 
While  famish'd  di.pvs  behold  dismay'd 
Credit's  pale  ghost  for  ever  laid. 
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Efnhn.<!si/  to  France.- — The  following  paragraphs, 
from  Clavpoole's  paper,  made  their  appearance 
about  ten  days  ago.  They  are  curious,  and  deserve 
some  comment. 

"  For  some  time  past,  preparations  have  been 
"  making  by  our  deputed  Ministers,  to  embark  on 
"  their  mission  to  the  French  Republic  ;  and  hopes 
"  were  entertained  that  the  unhappy  diff^cjrnces  which 
"  subsist  between  the  two  countries,  would  speedily 
"  disappear,  and  an  amicable  disposition  mutually 
''  resumed.  But  this  pleasing  prospect  must  now 
"  be  relinquished,  at  least  for  a  time  ;  the  depar- 
"  tare  of  our  Envoys  has  Iwen  suspended.  To  what 
"  can  this  be  attributed  ?  The  change  of  men  and 
"  of  measures  in  France,  affords  a  sufficient  an- 
"  swer.  From  the  late  Directory,  no  doubt  ample 
"  assurances  were  given  3  but  whether  their  suc- 
"  cessors  entertain  the  same  idea  of  American 
"  spirit,  and  capability  of  resistance,  is  yet  to  be 
"  known  :  and  consequently  the  departure  of  our 
*'  Ministers  retarded.  We  have  no  doubt,  let 
''  what  may  be  the  cause,  it  is  dictated  by  the 
•  zvisdom,  patriotism,  and  experience  of  administra- 
"  tion ;  and  must  be  considered  as  proceeding 
"  from  that  declaration,  which  every  American 
«  should  wish  to  be  adhered  to,  made  by  the  Pre- 
"  sident  upon  his  announcing  the  recall  of  our 
"  formerinjured  and  insulted  missionaries  of  peace.'* 

"  In  another  view^  of  the  subject — may  it  not 
"  have  ha}:)pened  that  the  President  has  received 
•'  intimation  from  the  coalesced  powers,  that  who- 
"  EVER  IS  not  their  friend,  is  their  foe? — ' 
«  That  this  is  their  determination,  has  been  long 
"  conceived,  and  generally  believed.  The  hasty 
«  journey  of  the  President — his  unexpected  de- 
«*  parture  from  Quincy — and  other  combining 
■"  causes,  lead  to  the  formation  of  the  idea." 
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"  In  such  a  dilemma,  our  embarrassment  must  be 
*'  great — our  FIRMNESS  must  be  greater.  Unitcdin 
*^  support  of  our  adniimsfrationy  the  event  need  not 
"  be  feared." 

From  the  whinhig  tone  of  tlie    first  of  the  pre- 
cedmg  paragraphs,  a  reader  would  be  apt  to  sup- 
pose that  this  newsman  was  describing  a  quarrel 
between  a  man  and  liis  wife,  or  a  lover  and  his 
mistress.     *'  The  unJiappv  dl^ereiices  which   subsist 
"  between  the  two  countries!"  What  softer  terms 
could  he  have  used,  had  he  been  speaking  of  some 
trifling   dispute  between  old   friends,  owing  to  in- 
discretions on  both  sides,  instead  of  a  state  of  hos- 
tilities between  two  nations,  occasioned  by  insults 
and  depredations,  without  number  or  provocation, 
in  one,  and  a  long  continued  tameness  in  the  other, 
without  example  or  excuse?  Is  this  the  proper  lan- 
guage of  an   American,  and   a    soldier;  when  he 
treats  of  the  injuries  his  country  has   suffered  from 
the  most  atrocious,  and  sanguinary  tyrants  the  world 
was  ever  scourged  with  ?  But  wliy  is  this  difference, 
to   continue  the  use  of  the   term,  called   iinhappjiF 
When  all  men,  who  have  any  respect  for  the  ho- 
nour and  interests  of  America,  are  persuaded,  not- 
withstanding   \Nhat  we  suffered,    that  the    rupture 
witli   France  is    the  most  happy   event   that    has 
occurred,  since  the  day  we  first  became  acquainted 
with   her:  it  has  snatched  us  from  the  arms  of  a 
strumpet,  whose  embraces  are  mortal.     We  might 
otherwise  still  be  chaunting  the  Marseilles  Hymn ; 
the   poison   ot  her  principles   might  be    spreading 
deeper  and    wider ;    and  we  might,   indeed,  have 
been   enlisted  under  her  infernal  banners,  fighting 
in  the  cause  ot  anarchy  and  atheism".     Although 
I  would  not  abate  a  cent  of  wliat  she  has  robbed  us 
of,  in  negotiating  for  a  peace,  I  think  the  whole  a 
trifle  when  balanced  against  the  dangers  of  her  al- 
liance. 

Not 
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Not  so  thinks  the  gentle  Claypoole :  he,  tender- 
hearted soiil,  laments  that  the  "  pley sing  prospect" 
of  reconciliation^  "  must  now  be  relinquished,"  if 
not  for  ever,  "  at  least  for  a  time  ;  the  departure  of 
"  our  envoys  has  been  suspended." — This  suspen- 
sion he  sagaciously  attributes  to  the  change  of  men 

j  and  measures  in  France,  which,  he  adds,  is  a  suf- 
Jicient  answer  to  all  inquiries  on  the  subject.  But, 
he  has  not  told  us  why  this  instability  in  the  French 

I   Republic   should  affect  the  politics  of  the  United 

I  States,  at  this  time  more  than  in  the  year  98, 
when  that  wretched  country  has  been  constantly 
changing  her  rulers  from  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution to  this  day?  when  faction  has  been  rolling 

j  over  faction,  like  the  waves  of  a  troubled  ocean ; 
when  there  has  never  been  any  settled  Government 
m  France,  with  which  it  was  either  safe,  or  ho- 
nourable, to  form  a  political  relation,  since  the 
meeting  of  the  National  Assembly,  or,  at  least, 
since  the  murder  of  the  King  ;  when,  in  short,  the 
republic  has  been  nothing  but  a  succession  of  rebels, 
robbers,  and  assassins,  who,  after  ruining  their  own 
country,  have  endeavoured  to  destroy  all  others? — ■ 
Yet  tliis  is  the  nation  with  v.hich  our  whining  news- 
man, and  politician,  is  so  impatient  to  be  recon- 
ciled. 

But  if  the  change  of  men  in  France,  for  I  insist 
tliat  tiiere  has  been  no  change  of  measures,  be  "  a 
''  sufficient  ansv/er,"  why,  Sir,  should  you  cast  about 
<r  anotlier — or,  it  you  were  resolved  to  accommo- 
!ate  y4)ur  readers  with  a  choice  of  reasons,  why 
,iot  suppose,  that  there  has  been  some  change    of 
opinion  in  tlie  executive,  respecting   the    original 
)ropriety  of  the  measure:  the  wisest  men  are  ready 
V)  rectify  their  mistakes — why,  in  the  name  of  every 
tiling  tiKit  is  whimsical,  why,  send  us  to  the   coun- 
cils   of   Europe,  to  the    cabinets  of  Petersburgh, 
Constantinople,  \'ienna,  and  London,  for  the  rca- 

G  2  son 


84  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

son  of  tliis  suspension? — But,  says  the  wise  Clay- 
poole,  "  in  another  vic\v  of  the  subject,  may  it  not 
"  have  happened  that  the  President  has  received 
''  intimation  from  the  coalesced  {>owers,  that  loho- 
"  ever  is  not  f  heir  friend  is  /heir  foe.''  Why  should 
the  coalesced  powers  interfere  in  our  sendinq^  Am- 
bassadors to  France,  to  settle  our  own  affairs — in 
what  respect  can  we  assist  or  injure  them,  if  we 
are  disposed  to  do  it  ? — Do  they  stand  in  need  of 
our  assistance  r — There  has  been  a  time,  about 
three  years  ago,  when  one  of  those  powers  might 
have  received  some  aid  from  our  alliance,  and  we 
mishthave  derived  some  honour  from  uniting;  with 
her  ;  we  might  the?!  have  contributed  something  to- 
wards crushing  tlie  five-headed  monster,  and,  has- 
tening the  return  of  peace  and  satety  to  the  world — ■ 
but  the  time  is  past — the  procession  has  gone  by. 
It  did  not  consist  with  our  politics,  or  our  councils 
were  too  much  contaminated  by  French  princi- 
ples, to  engage  in  so  righteous  a  cause.  The  case 
is  now  altered.  At  the  present  period,  I  believe,  the  j 
coalesced  powers,  such  of  them,  I  mean,  who  care 
any  thing  about  us,  desire  no  more  from  us  than  an 
honest  neutrahty  :  more  than  this  might  embarrass 
them  at  a  general  pacification. 

But  we  have  no  right  to  suppose  that  they  will 
permit  us,  under  the  mask  of  a  neutral  trade,  to  as- 
sist their  enemies,  to  supply  their  blockaded  towns  j 
with   ammunition  or  provisions,  or  to  protect  their 
property  by  the  American  flag.     These    acts,   byj 
prolonsfins:  the  war,  would  be  essential  acts  of  hos-I 
tility.     In  other  respects  they  are  indifferent  about | 
us:  all  perhaps  that  they  expect  from  us,  is,    to  be' 
failhtui  to  our  treaties,  to  fulfil  our  contracts,  andl 
to  pay  all  our  Just  debts.     This  done,  I  believe  therej 
will  be  no  occasion  of  alarm  :  we  shall  be  suffercdj 
to  settle  our  "  unhappy  differences"   \\i\\\  the   dear! 
sister  republic,  in  our  o\\  n  way,  and  in  our  own} 

time;| 
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time  ;  or,  if  she  should  chance  to  be  crushed  by  the 
coalition  of  despots  combined  against  the  cause  of 
Liberty,  which  I  confess  is  far  from  improbable,  we 
shall,  even,  be  indulged  in  the  privilege  of  lament- 
ing her  downfall  with  impunity.  * 

The  Duke  of  Kent. — By  a  friend  lately  returned 
from  Nova  Scotia,  I  am  informed,  that  on  the  6th 
of  September  last,  his  Royal  Highnes's  the  Duke  of 
JTe;?^ arrived  at  Halifax;  having  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  General  in  the  Britih  army,  and  ap- 
pointed Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces 
in  British  North  America. 

His  Royal  Highness  on  his  arrival  (in  the  Arc- 
thusa,  after  a  passage  of  forty-three  days)  was 
waited  upon  on  board  the  frigate  by  his  Excellency 
Sir  John  Wentworth,  Admiral  Vandeput,  Lieu-- 
tenant  General  Ogilvie,  and  other  officers  of  dis- 
tinction. At  half  past  twelve  o'clock  the  roval 
I  standard  was  displayed  in  the  Duke's  barge,  and  a 
I  royal  salute  fired  by  all  his  Majesty's  ships  in  the 
harbour,  as  the  Duke  passed  from  the  frigate  to  the 
I  King's  Wharf,  where  he  was  welcomed  on  shore 
under  a  discharge  of  cannon  from  the  citadel  and 
all  the  other  posts,  and  attended  by  the  Governor 
and  Council,  the  Admiral  and  General,  and  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  the  armv,  navy,  and  town. 
He  was  escorted,  through  double  ranks  of  the  troops 
of  the  garrison,  to  the  Government-house  (a  carpet 
having  been  spread  on  the  occasion  from  the  wliarf 
to  the  house)  where  his  Royal  Highness  received 
the  congratulations   of   those   who   attended,  after 

*  The  reader  will  please  to  observe  that  notwithstanding  wliat 
the  gentle  Claypoole  says  about  a  suspension  of  (lie  Enihassi/,  no 
suspension  has  been  resolved  on ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  en- 
voys are  preparing  to  depart  for  France,  in  the  trig  te  United 
States,  wliich  is  waiting  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  to  receive 
them. 

G  3  which. 
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which,  accompanied  by  the  Governor,  the  Admi- 
ral, and  the  General,  he  proceeded  to  the  grand 
parade,  where  the  Royal  Fasileers  saluted,  and 
marched  past  him,  with  their  usual  steadiness  and 
handsome  appearance.  At  five  o'clock,  his  Royal 
Highness  (and  his  suite)  met  the  Admiral,  the  Ge- 
neral, the  Chief  Justice,  the  Speaker  of  the  Mouse 
of  Assembly,  and  other  ofiicers  and  gentlemen  of 
distinction,  of  the  fleet,  garrison,  and  province,  at 
an  elegant  dinner,  given  by  Sir  John  Wentworth 
at  the  Government-house.  In  the  evening  the  Gor 
vernment-house  and  the  town  were  illuminated  with 
uncommon  brilliancy,  a  most  splendid  ball  wa§ 
given  by  the  officers  of  the  Royal  Fusileers,  and  the 
evening  concluded  v^'ith  every  demonstration  of  uni- 
versal satisfaction  and  joy.  Similar  expressions  of 
public  joy  were,  it  is  said,  general  through  the  pro- 
vince. 

To  the  congratulations,  which  the  people  of  the 
happy  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  must  receive,  on  this 
occasion,  from  the  rest  of  their  well-wishers,  I  beg 
leave  to  add  mine.  There  is  no  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  more  worthy  the  royal  favour  than 
are  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonics,  and  most  as- 
suredly, to  send  out  the  Duke  of  Kent  as  their 
commander,  was,  whether  we  consider  his  birth, 
his  rank,  or  his  endowments,  one  oi  the  highest 
honours  which  a  gracious  Sovereign  could  bestow. 

Mr.  Fenno  and  the  Anfi-Jacobin  Beviac. — In 
reading  over  the  Farmer  s  Museum^  a  task  wliich  I 
alw^ays  begin  w  ith  j^lcasure,  and  seldom  end  with- 
out profit,  1  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  meet  with 
a  passage  strongly  marked  with  illiberalihj  and  ig- 
norance. It  is  indeed,  taken  from  a  Boston  paper, 
and  this  circumstance  might,  for  a  stupid  wretch, 
Ijke  Brcwn  or  Bradford,  be  a  sulHcicnt   apology  j 

but, 
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but,  not  so  with  respect  to  the  editor  of  the  Far- 
mer's Museum,  whose  talent  for  discrimination  has 
long  rendered  his  miscellany  an  object  of  universal 
admiration  and  applause. 

The  passage,  of  the  insertion  of  which  I  com- 
plain, is  contained  in  a  letter,  dated  July  the  3d, 
and  said  to  have  been  received  at  Boston,  from  "  a 
gentleman  of  high  respectabilifi/  in  Europe y  The 
iirst  part  of  this  letter  contains  some  remarks  on 
Giles's  declaration  respecting  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  which  subject  being  dismissed,  the  writer 
concludes  with  the  ff)llowing  observations  on  Air, 
Fenno's  publication  of  the  fourth  of  March  last. 

"  I  have  lately,"  says  the  writer,  "  seen  a  pub- 
"  lication  of  young  Fenno's,  who  seems  to  have 
"  taken  Peter  Porcupine  for  his  model ;  but  not  being 
"  blest  with  so  strong  nerves,  he  gets  discouraged 
"  at  the  first  public  measure  which  happens  not  to 
*'  coincide  with  his  ideas,  and  I  observe  has  given 
*'  up  his  paper,  with  an  address,  discovering  very 
*'  considerable  abilities,  as  well  as  some  useless pee- 
"  vishness,  Rnd  some  ijouthful  petulence.  I  have  seen 
"  this  performance,  in  the  English  Anti-Jacobin 
"  Bcview,  at  full  length,  under  the  title  of  "  Fenno's 
"  View  of  the  United  States  of  America.''  The 
"  English  editor  seized  it  with  avidity,  because  it 
"  contained  a  libel  upon  our  country  and  its  Govern- 
ment.— To  such  things  from  the  pen  ot  Peter  Por- 
cupine,  I  know  not  what  can  be  objected,  while  he 
avows  himself  an  Englishman,  and  keeps  wjthin 
"  the  bounds  of  law.  We  ought  to  derive  benefit 
*'  from  being  told  our  faults  ;  and  we  know  what 
*'  allowances  to  make  for  the  prejudices  ot  a  fo- 
"  reigncr  :  but  an  American  ought  to  treat  his  coun- 
*'  try  with  more  delicacy  and  more  resjxct.  He 
"  may  censure  with  severity,  whenever  he  thinks  he 
**  can  contribute  to  reform,  but  this  censure  should 
'^  always  be  attended  by  the  tenderness  ot  h"iend- 

G  4  **  ship. 
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«'  ship.     He  maybe  a  satirisfy  but  ought  not  to  be 
"  a  lampooner.''^ 

If  this  "  Gentleman  of  hi^ih  respectability'  means, 
that  Mr.  Fenno  has  taken  Peter  Porcupine  as  his 
model  in  writing  with  "  useless  peevishness''  and 
**  youthful  pctulencc;"  or  in  publishing  a_  "liber 
and  becoming  a  "  lampooner  ;"  if  this  be  his  mean- 
ing, Peter  Porcupine  does  not  thank  him  for  the 
compliment.  But,  if  he  means  to  say,  that,  in  the 
style  or  the  sentiments  of  the  publication  which  the 
Anti- Jacobin  has  entitled  a  Vieiv  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Fenno  has  taken  Peter  Porcupine  as 
his  model,  then  the  said  Peter  most  sincerely  thanks 
the  "  gentleman  of  high  respectability"  for  the  ho- 
nour he  has  done  him. 

Men  who  desire,  from  whatever  motive,  to  sup- 
press the  truth,  are  seldom  at  a  loss  for  tricks  where- 
with to  second  their  desires  j  but  of  all  the   budget, 
which  they  have  at  command,  none  is  so  common 
and  so  contemptible  as  the  moralizing  cut  and  dry 
cant  played  off  by  this  "  gentleman  of  high  rcr 
**  spectability."     We  all  know,  that  a  man's   cen- 
sure on  his  country  "  should  ahcaijs  be  attended  by 
*'  the  tenderness  of  friendship;"  and  that,  "  he  may 
"  be  a  satirist,  but  ought  not  to  be  a  lampooner  ;'* 
but,  because  I  allow  these  maxims  to  be  good,  1  am 
not  to  be  duped  into  the  belief,  that  Air.  Fenno's 
censure  was  ?wt  attended  with   the    tenderness  of 
friendship,  and  that  his  publication  was  a  lampoon ; 
on  the  contrary,  1  insist,  that  the  ^^iew  of  the  United 
States  breathes  as  much  of  tlie  tenderness  of  friend- 
ship as  it  is  possible  to  express  in  conjunction  with 
just   satire;    and    that,  as    to    the   distinction   be- 
tween a  satirist  and  a  lampooner,  it  the  "  gentle- 
man" will  leave  the  matter  to  be  decided  by  Fer* 
sius,  Boileau,  or  Johnson,  1  pledge  myself  to  prove, 
that  Mr,  Fenno  not  only  stands  acquitted  of  being 
a  lampooner,  but  that,  as  a  satirist,  too  much  ten- 
derness 
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denies.'s  and  thnidihj  is  his  fault.  If  either  of  the 
satirists,  who.n  I  have  named,  had  undertaken  the 
subject  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Fcnno,  how  would 
he  have  laid  on  the  lash  !  It  would  not,  my  good 
*'  gentleman,"  have  been  a  mere  random  buffet- 
ing that  could  have  contented  him  ;  he  would  have 
stripped  the  sinner  to  the  skin,  and  lacerated  her 
from  the  nane  to  the  heel. 

As  to  the  literary  merits  of  the  Vieic,  the  "  gen- 
tleman" does  not  seem  to  call  them  in  question. — 
The  thing  certainly  has  some  trifling  fault ;  a  little 
77iore  viethod  and  a  little  less  swell  would  have  been 
no  diminution  of  its  merit ;  but  the  former  fault  is 
only  a  mark  of  haste,  while   the    latter,  though  a 
fault,  is  R  proof  of  ferlilifij  of  gefiius.   This  patriotic 
*'  gentleman"  is  pleased  to  say  something    about 
"  useless  peevishness''  and '\ijoulhful/)etcdence.''  The 
work  does,  indeed,  alternately  express  rhagrm,coji~ 
tempt,    ciNger,    and   indignation ;  but,  had  not    the 
*'  gentleman"  knoicn  the  condition  and    age  of  the 
author,  I  am  persuaded  he   would  have  fou  id  no- 
thing to  merit  the  appellation  of  peevishness  or  of 
petulenre.     If  the  assertions  or  the  principles  of  Mr, 
Fenno  are  ill-founded,  Vvdiy  did  not  some  one  refute 
them?   Why   does  not  some  one  do   it  now?  Nay, 
why  did  not  this  "  gentleman  of  high  rcspectabilitv" 
do  it  ?   He  was  in  London,  and  I  am  certain  his  re- 
futation would  have  found   a   place    in    the  same 
work,  where  his  eye  first  met  the  offensive   satire. 
It  is  in  vain  for  men  to  affect  to  despise  what  they 
dare  not  encounter.     When  Mr.  Fenno's  Pl'ew  firs't 
appeared,  the  "  True  Americans,"  as  they  have  the 
ridiculous  vanity  to  call  themselves,  had  the  inso- 
lence and  baseness  to   report  that  the  "  poo?-  'yoimg 
man  icas  mad,"     This  miserable  affectation  of  con- 
temi)t  tor  a  performance,  which  none  of  them  were 
capabl  •  ot  criticising,  has  not,  you  see,  prevented  it 
from  reaching  Europe,  and  there  attracting  a  degree 

of 
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of  attention  rarely  bestowed  on  foreign  produc- 
tions. It  were,  then,  worthy  the  patriotism  of 
those,  whose  feelings  are  so  alive  to  the  honour  of 
their  government  and  country,  to  stand  forth  with 
a  refutation.  But,  this  they  know  they  cannot  do; 
they  are  aware,  that  by  denying  Mr.  Fenno's  ge-r 
neral  assertions,  they  would  compel  him  to  justify 
them  by  entering  into  a  horrid  detail.  1  commend 
their  prudence,  therefore,  in  torbcaring  to  provoke 
a  renewal  of  the  satire  ;  but,  every  man  of  candour 
must  reprobate  the  means  they  are  taking  to  gratify 
their  resentment.  They  are  offended,  they  feel 
their  stupid  animal  pride  wounded  by  the  promul- 
gation of  truth ;  they  are  conscious  of  the  inherent 
weakness  of  their  cause,  and  their  own  inability 
to  support  it,  and  they  are  endeavouring  by  the 
whining  cant  of  patriotism,  to  excite  a  popular  pre- 
judice against  their  opponent. 

Mark,  too,  the  unbearable  insolence  of  their  pre- 
tensions. They  speak  as  if  Mr.  Fenno  had  no  in- 
terest in  the  subject,  which  it  has  pleased  him  to 
write  on.  Because  he  is  the  publisher  of  a  public 
paper,  they  look  upon  him,  his  talents,  his  opinions, 
his  honour  and  his  fame  as  public  propertij,  or  rather, 
each  of  them  seems  to  regard  this  property  as  Im 
own.     An  enviable  situation  truly ! 

The  "  gentleman  of  high  respectability"  has, 
liowever,  blasted  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Boston  slaves. 
He  says,  "  to  such  thi)?gs,"  (as  Fenno's  offensive 
view)  '^from  the  pen  of  Porcupine,  I  know  not  what 
"  can  be  objected,  idiilehe  avoics  hinisetf  an  English- 
*'  }7ian."  Now,  this  is  precisely  the  opposite  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Boston  slaves,  who  insist  on  the 
necessity  of  punishing  me  for  disapproving  of  cer- 
tain measures  of  Government,  not  because  what  I 
say  is  either  criminal  or  false,  but  because  I  am  a  fo- 
reigner, which  is  the  very  reason  why  this  •'  gen- 
tleman"  thinks  free  scope  ought   to  be  given  to 

my 
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my  animadversions !  The  maxims  of  these  two 
classes  of  politicians,  though  flatly  contradictory 
in  themselves,  do  nevertheless  cooperate  most  ad- 
mirably in  their  tendency.  The  Boston  slaves  wrest 
the  weapon  of  satire  from  the  hands  ot  all  foreigners, 
while  their  "  gentleman  of  high  respectability" 
wrests  it  from  all  the  natives  I  They  act  like  two 
opposite  bastions  of  a  fortress,  those  who  are  shel- 
tered by  the  one  are  swept  off  by  the  cannon  of  the 
other ! 

Leaving  the  Boston  slaves  to  anticipate  the  time, 
when  thev  and  their  allv  shall  have  succeeded  in 
sewing  up  the  lips  ot  everv  man  who  dares  to  speak 
or  think  tor  himself,  I  shall  now  say  a  word  or  two 
respecting  the  illiberal  reflection,  cast,  by  the  *^  gen- 
tleman ot  high  respectability,"  on  the  English 
Anti-Jacobin  Review,  the  editor  of  which,  he  says, 
"  seized  on  the  publication  of  Mr.  Fenno  with 
"  avidity,  because  it  contained  a  LIBEL  upon  our 
"  countri/  and  its  government." 

This  is  by  far  the  most  malicious  part  of  the  pas- 
sage which  I  have  quoted.  The  Anti-Jacobin  Re^ 
view  and  Maga-Jne  is  a  work  of  such  distinguished 
merit  and  celebrity,  that  it  would  be  great  imperti- 
nence in  me  to  attempt  a  defence  of  its  reputation, 
were  it  not  necessary,  in  order  to  parry  tl"ve  back- 
handed stab,  which,  through  it,  is  aimed  at  the 
performance,  on  which,  I  presume  (for  I  have  not 
seen  the  number),  it  has  bestowed  its  commenda- 
tions. Tnis  Revieio  and  Magazine  (for  it  is  both) 
was  established  for  the  express  purpose  of  exposing 
the  artifices  and  combating  the  violences  of  Jaco- 
binism. It  contains  original  criticism,  it  detects 
the  misrepresentations  and  perversions  of  the  Jaco- 
bin Reviews,  and  gives  publicity  to  such  articles, 
in  verse  and  prose,  as  are  peculiarly  calculated  to 
aid  the  cause  of  sound  morality,  true  religion,  and 
l^iwful  government.     That  the  editor,  or  editors, 

enter- 
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entertain  no  animosity  against  "  this counfr}) audits 
'government'  will  be  readily  allowed  by  all  those 
who  have  read  their  review  (as  published  in  my 
Gazette)  of  Scipio's  Eefieetions  o?i  Monroe,  and  of 
]{amilto7is  Defence.  I'hose  who  recollect  the  ap- 
plause they  bestowed  on  these  publications,  and 
their  pointed  reprobation  of  the  conduct  of  Monroe 
and  of  the  base  proceedings  of  Callender  and  his 
associates,  will  assuredly  repel  the  foul  charge  which 
this  "  gentleman  of  high  respectability"  has  brought 
against  them. 

It  the  gentlemen  of  the  Anti-Jacobin  were  so 
eager  to  seek  for,  and  to  promulgate  and  extol,  li- 
bels on  this  country  and  its  government,  where 
could  they  have  made  a  better  choice  than  in  the 
publications  of  Callender  and  Monroe  f  But  they 
censure,  most  severely  censure,  the  writings  of  both 
these  enemies  of  the  American  government.  Many 
are  the  occasions  on  which  they  have  shown  their 
good  zvill  towards  this  country  and  its  government. 
In  their  Historical  and  Political  Summary  for  March 
last,  they  speak  very  highly  of  the  spirit  shown  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  salu- 
tary measures  adopted  by  the  government,  to  as- 
sert the  national  independence  and  preserve  its  ho- 
nour ;  they  bestow  great  praise  on  "  the  able  re- 
port of  Air.  Pickering  ;"  they  express  their  fears  of 
the  consequences  of  democratic  disafiecfion,  and 
they  conclude  by  lamenting  "  that  the  utmost  ef- 
*'  forts  of  the  President,  idwse  virlues  and  talents 
*'  are  alike  conspicuous,  will  prove  inadequate  to  en- 
"  force  the  adoption  of  that  line  of  conduct,  which  J 
''  can  alone  preserve  the  prosperity  and  indepen- 
"  dence  of  America." 

Now  I  ask  any  reader  of  common  sense,  if  it  is 
probable,  if  it  is  possible,  that  these  gentlernen 
should  "  seize  on  Mr.  Fenno's  View  with  avidity, 
"  because  it  contained  a  LIBEL  on  this  countrj/  and 

it^ 
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its  Government  r  And  I  ask  him,  too,  whether 
the  "  gentleman  of  high  respectabiUty"  is  not  a 
most  atrocious  slanderer  ? 

It  was  a  very  foolish  step  in  these  people  to  re- 
vive this  subject  at  all,  and  it  was  singularly  foolish 
in  them  to  make  mention  of  the  circumstance  of 
the  Anti-Jacobin  Review.  This  has  produced  an 
examination,  and  they  have  now  the  mortification 
to  hear  the  public  informed,  that  the  same  critics 
who  have  reprobated  Callendcr  and  Monroe  have 
applauded  Mr.  Fenno.  What  stronger  proof  can  be 
required  of  the  merit  of  that  publication,  which  the 
Boston  Slaves  and  their  "  gentleman"  are  endea- 
vouring to  decry  ? 

But  the  audacity  of  this  "  gentleman"  in  ac- 
cusing the  Editors  of  the  Anti-Jacobin  of  giving 
circulation  to  a  "  LIBEL"  surpasses  even  that  of 
the  Sans-culottes.  \i  it  were  a  libel  why  did  not 
the  American  government  prosecute  the  author  ? 
The  gentlemen  of  the  Anti-jacobin  found  the  pub- 
lication in  a  Philadelphia  newspaper,  signed  with 
the  author's  name  ;  and  had  they  not  a  right  to 
make  what  use  of  it  they  tliought  proper  ?  Little 
did  they  imagine,  that  some  jealous-pated  repub- 
lican stood  ready  to  catch  at  their  review,  and  make 
it  a  subject  of  reproach  against  them  in  that  very 
country  where  tiie  work  had  been  first  published  I 
If  ever  this  poor  sheet  should  have  the  honour  to 
fall  into  their  hands,  the  information  it  contains 
will  convince  them,  that  Fenno's  degrading  picture 
of  the  American  public  prints  is  not  more  de- 
grading than  true. 

The  more  I  think  of  this  complaint  against  the 
Anti-Jacobin  Review,  the  more  indignant  do  1 
feel  at  its  abominable  insolence.  What  !  the  ser- 
vile flatterers  of  the  mob  not  only  wish  to  seal  up 
the  lips  of  all  who  breathe  tlie  air  of  the  United 
States,  but  they  wish  to   extend  their  muzzlins^  in- 

cj_ui:iition 


94  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

quir.ition   to   every  corner  of   the   globe  !  No  one 
must  use  the  name  of  this  countrv  and  its  sovcrn- 
ment  unaccompanied  with  praise  !   It  such   are  the 
demands  of  the  people  of  America,  they  should,  at 
least,  set  the  example  of  delicacy.     But  have  they 
done  this  with  respect  to  Great  Britain  ?  Have  they 
not  pronmlgated  Paine  s  Rights  of  Man^  Barlow  s 
Privileged  Orders,  and  every  other  performance  le- 
velled at  the   peace,  happiness,   and  honour  of  the 
British  nation  and  its  government  ?   Has  not  every 
one  of  the  miscreant  Pindar's   lying   Hbels  on   the 
King  been    published    and   republished  in  books, 
pamphlets,   and  newspapers,  till  the  very  children 
remembered  more  of  them  than   they  do   of  the 
Bible  r    Paine's  Rights  of  Man,  that  daring  attack 
on  the  British  monarchy,  was  published  here,  pi^e- 
ceded  by  a  recommendation  under  the  hand  of  Jef- 
ferson the  Secretary  of  State.     Alembers  of  Con- 
gress have  frequently  abused  the  British   king,  his 
ministry  and  government,  and  the  w^hole  nation  in 
a  lump.     How  many  hundreds,  how  many  thou- 
sands of  newspaper  paragraphs,  have  railed  on  the 
same  subject ;   how  many  times   has  the  downfall 
of  Great  Britain  been  exultingly  predicted  r  Nay, 
has  there  e\  er  been  an  original   book  or  pamphlet 
published  in  America,  for  twenty  years  past,  on 
whatever  subject,  without   something  or  other  be- 
ins  drafTfred  into  it  to  satirize  the  British  nation  or 
its  government  ?  And  is  it,  then,  for  Americans  to 
accuse  a  British  editor  of  a  want  ot  delicacy  towards 
them  and  their  government,  because  he   has,   tor 
once,  given  pubHcity  to  w^hat  they  wish   to  keep 
from  the  world  ?  Unparalleled  presumption  !  Mon- 
strous insolence ! 

The  British  editors  and  writers  have,  in  truth, 
shown  too  much  delicacy  on  this  score.  An  over 
anxious  desire  to  avoid  whatever  might  retard  the 
epoch   of  perfect  rcconciliatio?i,   led  them    into  a 

foolish, 
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foolish,  and  even  a  culpable  forbearance.  The 
most  danoferous  arsruments  of  the  infamous  Paine, 
and  the  other  seducers  of  the  people,  were  built  on 
their  impudent  mistatements  respecting  America ; 
yet,  I  have  observed  (and  not  without  much  morti- 
fication), that  from  considerations  of  delicacy  to- 
wards America,  a  detection  of  these  mistatements 
was  always  avoided,  by  the  persons  who  undertook 
to  combat  the  efforts  of  the  incendiaries;  so  that, 
on  the  most  important  subject,  the  miscreants  re- 
mained triumphant.  Nay,  at  this  very  time,  that 
malicious  wretch  Winterhothom  is  suffered  to  issue 
his  eulogizing  lies  about  America  in  volumes,  and 
no  one  attempts  to  contradict  him.  Still  more, — 
the  sectaiian  Reviewers,  the  editors  of  Annual  Re- 
gisters, and  the  opposition  members  of  Parhament, 
are  continually  reproaching  the  ministry  for  not  fol- 
lowing the  icise  example  of  the  administration  of 
America  ;  and  all  this  has  not  brought  forth  one  ill- 
natured,  one  sarcastic  remark,  in  reply. — But,  no- 
thing can  last  for  ever,  and  British  forbearance  must 
have  an  end  as  well  as  everv  thins:  else.     Truth 


has  arisen  in  the  east,  and  she  will  continue  her  pro- 
gress to  the  west,  in  spite  ot  the  puny  resistance  of 
the  Boston  sla 
spectability." 


the  Boston  slaves  and  their  "  gentleman  of  high  re-* 
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American  qfairs. — The  frigate  United  States  is 
waiting  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  for  the  envovs, 
Messrs.  Ellsivorth  and  Davie,  whom  she  is  to  carry 
to  France.  In  one  respect,  they  will  go  in  a  very 
fortunate  time  ;  for,  by  the  time  they  arrive,  their 
brother  ambassador,  Mr.  Murray,  will  have  out- 
lived the  Batavian  Republic,  and  will,  of  course,  be 
pcri-ectly  at  leisure  to  make  a  visit  to  Parii.   M'hea 

one 
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one  reflects,  it  is  curious  enough  to  observe,  that 
the  principal  vessel  of  war,  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
navy,  that  was  fitted  out  to  fight  against  France,  is, 
in  place  of  being  employed  in  war,  converted  into 
an  engine  of  pacification  !  The  Directory  (if  our 
envoys  should  find  them  in  their  seats)  will  make  a 
peace  with  them  on  any  terms  ;  they  will  give  them 
carte  blanche  ;  I  dare  say  they  will  promise,  in  tlie 
name  of  the  nation,  to  pay  for  every  farthing's 
worth  of  spohations,  with  as  little  hesitji^ion  as  I 
would  give  a  draft  on  the  man  in  the  moon.  Their 
situation  is  such,  that  they  will  submit  to  anything; 
but,  were  tliey  not  quite  so  low,  I  would  not  bet 
two  to  one  that  the  United  States  frigate  ever  saw 
America  again.  They  remember  the  Insurgefile, a.nd 
had  they  the  power  to  retaliate,  be  assured  they 
would  do  it.  Nay,  as  it  is,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  imprudent  in  captain  Barry  to  take  a  birtli  in 
an  outer  road,  and  keep  a  spring  upon  his  cable. 
Though  dressed  in  their  penitential  weeds,  the 
devil  may  tempt  them  to  stretch  out  their  piratical 
paws.  It  is  related  of  a  Norman  thief,  that  he 
picked  his  father  confessor's  pocket,  while  he  was 
giving  him  absolution  ;  and  our  envoys  will,  I  fear, 
find  that  the  penitence  of  the  Directory  is  very 
much  of  the  Norman  stamp. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  arrived  at 
Trenton  in  New  Jersey,  where  are  at  this  time 
assembled  all  the  principal  ofiicers  ot  the  federal  go- 
vernment, civil  and  military.  It  lias  been  whispered 
about,  that  the  President  has  signified  his  intention 
of  rcsiFjihig  as  soon  as  Congress  meets  ;  but,  trom 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  report  seems  to 
be  unfounded.  For  the  President  to  resign  would, 
on  many  accounts,  be  extremely  unfortunate  ;  but, 
it  would  be  more  particularly  so  as  it  would  affect 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. A  dispute  unhappily  exists  now;  the  pro- 
ceedings 
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ccecUnj^s  of  the  board  of  commissioners  is  already 
a  subject  of  disagreement ;   what   then  will  it  be, 
"hen  the  very  existence  of  that  board  shall  depend 
upon  the  will  of  one  of  the  debtors? 

The  election  of  my  Democratic  Judge,  as  Go- 
vernor of  Pennsvlvania,  undeniably  the  most  infiu- 
tntial  State  in  the  Union,  has,  in  my  opinion  de- 
cided the  fate  of  what  has  been  called  Fedei-alism. 
The  regular  returns  of  this  election  are  not  yet  pub- 
lished, I   reserve  myself  till  they  are,  to  give   my 
opinion  respecting  the  chain  of  consequences  which 
will  ine\itably  result  from   the  event.     It  has  uni- 
formlv  been  mv  opinion  tliat  M'Kean  would  sue- 
,  Lced,    and   I  have   as  unilormly  asserted,  that  his 
success  Vvould  be  only  a  sort  of  onset  in  a  struggle, 
which  will  terminate  in  the   complete   triumph  of 
Democracy.     I  mean  a  pure  (perhaps  it  should  be 
impure)  Democracy  ;   not  a  Democracy  that  allows 
a  man  to  make  his  underlings  put  "  Jionourahle'  be- 
fore his  name,  and    "  esquire"  after  it ;  but  a  real 
Democracy,  an   equalihj  Democracy,    where  sans- 
culotte slovens  shall  be-citizen  each  other  till   the 
very  walls  blush  at  the  obscenity.  M'Kean,  Dallas, 
and  Co.  have  carried  their  point ;  they  are  got  up- 
permost ;  but,  let  them  remember,  that,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  Democracy,   tliere  are  njuny  stages  ;  every 
stage  has  it.s  class  of  leaders,  and  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple have  too  much  justice  to   suffer  him  who  has 
been  in  the  first   class,  to  come  also  into  the  last, 
*^  Chacun  1.  son  tour,"   as  Marat  said   to  Brissot ; 
and  I  look  forward  with  great  confidence  to  the 
time,  when  Duanc  and  Callender  shall  occupy  the 
space  now  filled  bv  D(dlas  and  M^Kenn. 

I  am  told,  the  Federalists,  particularly  the  small 
ones,  bear  their  defeat  with  Christian-like  fortitude. 
'I'hcy  say,  that  they  must  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,  which  is  certainlv  very  true,  but  not  very 
consolmg.     Some  of  them  go  so  tar  as  to  say,  that 

VOL.  XI.  H  •  MKean 
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M'Kcan  will  make  "  a  vcnj  good  Govenwr."  I  wish 
them  joy  of  him,  with  all  my  heart,  and  if  either  of 
them  should,  after  a  trial,  stand  in  need  of  a  double 
share  of  his  Excellency's  paternal  watchfulness,  I 
will  cheerfully  give  him  up  mine,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward. 

The  Sovereign  people  have  assuredly  a  right  to  do 
what  they  please  with  themselves;  if  they  had  chosen 
to  put  themselves  under  the  rule  of  Lloyd  or  Rey- 
jiolds,  or  even  Dallas,  no  one  would  have  had  a 
right  to  gainsay.  A  citizen,  who,  according  to  a 
decree  of  the  Democratic  Society,  is  "  at  once  a 
sovereign  and  a  legislator,"  may,  if  he  please,  sub- 
mit to  the  authority  of  the  Devil.  But,  this  right, 
great  and  inestimable  as  it  certainly  is,  does  not 
prevent  him  from  being  made  a  fool  and  an  ass,  by 
some  animal  of  superior  sagacity.  A  striking  in- 
stance of  the  cidlibility  of  the  sovereign  jx^ople  is, 
their  believing  that  their  choosing  M'Kean  for  Go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania  icould  put  a  stop  to  the  ftar- 
Jnl  successes  of  ilie  enemies  of  Republican  France  ! 
What  a  mortification  must  it  be  to  them,  to  receive, 
along  with  the  account  of  M'Kean's  triumph,  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Novi,  and  of  the  surrender 
of  the  Dutch  Fleet  !  The  intelligence  of  M'Kean's 
election  had  not,  indeed,  reached  Europe,  when 
those  events  took  place,  and,  therefore,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  whether  they  would  have  taken  place, 
or  not,  if  his  election  had  been  known  there  ;  but, 
I  really  do  not  conceive,  tliat  the  certainty  of  it 
would  have  arrested  the  progress  of  Field  ^larshall 
Suwarroff,  unless,  indeed,  he  had  seen  M'Kean  in 
his  military  rank,  surrounded  with  the  mighty  mi- 
litia ot  Pennsylvania.  It  is,  in  fact,  impossible  to 
say  precisely  what  effect  this  election  may  have  on 
the  operations  of  the  royal  and  imperial  armies; 
nor  is  it,  indeed,  quite  certain  tliat  theij  icill  ever 
hear  of  it.  > 

I  shall 
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1  shall  now  Insert  two  addresses  to  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  on  the  election;  Such  pieces  should 
not  be  lost. 


71/  tlie  Electors  of  Pennsijlvania. — When  a  can- 
didate for  tiie  highest  office  in  the  State  is  presented 
tor  the  public  opinion,  his  character,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  fitness  for  the  station,  becomes  an  object 
ut  importance,  on  which  everv  citizen,  capable  of 
tiirowing  light,  would  be  deficient  in  his  duty  to 
his  fellow  citizens,  if  he  neglected  the  opportunity 
before  the  choice  was  made.  The  ensuing  elec- 
tion tor  a  go\ernor  ot  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  one  ot  the  most  important  crises  that  this  State 
has  ever  experienced  :  it  is  to  determine  whether 
we  are  to  govern  ourselves  or  be  governed  by  fo- 
reigners. There  are  but  two  candidates,  one  of 
whom  has  given  sufficient  evidence  of  his  adhe- 
rence to  t];ie  principles  of  liberty,  substantiated  in 
the  constitutions  of  the  United  States  and  of  this 
State ;  the  other  has  given  as  pregnant  proof  that  he 
adheres  to  nothinfj  but  what  accords  with  his  own 
interests,  nor  longer  than  those  interests  are  sub- 
served by  his  con^istency.  So  much  has  been  al- 
ready written  on  the  characters  of  these  candi- 
dates, that  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  add  to  the 
labours  of  the  press,  if  the  writers  had  brought  their 
facts  closer  together,  and  given  a  concise  picture 
of  .\rr.  M'Kcan's  character  as  it  results  from  them. 

1  propose  to  shcu^  from  what  has  appeared,  that 
Mr.  M'Kean  has  been  for  above  thirty  years,  a 
irian  inconsistent  with  himself,  varying  from  opi- 
nions openly  avowed,  to  the  contrarv,  in  repeated 
instances  5  and  that  he  never  has  maintained  any 
opinion,  which  he  has  not  in  some  period  o^  his 
public  life  and  conduct,  directly  contradicted — that 
I  he  has  been  a  whig  and  a  tory,  a  constitutionalist  and 

H  2  a  repub- 
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a  republican,  a  federalist  and  an  anti-federalist,  as 
often  as  his  interest  and  ambition  have  rendered 
either  of  these  characters  most  subservient  to 
them. 

Attend  to  the  folloAving  facts,  known  to  every 
body,  and  the  result  will  be  evident : 

The  stamp  act  passed  by  the  British  parliament, 
wherein  we  were  not  represented,  and  w-iereby  a 
large  revenue  was  expected  to  be  collected,  was  to 
take  effect  in  1765.     Mr.  M'Kean  was  among  the 
number  of  those,  who  after  some  temporizing  en- 
tered into  an  opposition  to  it  j  he  was  a  member 
of  that  Congress  of  delegates  from  most  of  the  then 
British  colonies  which  met  at  New   York,  to  take 
measures  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  act,  and  his 
boasts  of  weight  of  influence,  and  services  in  that 
body,  are  well  known  to  all  who  have  heard  him  tor 
the  last  twenty  years,  spout  out  his  own  praise.  He 
was  also  an  opponent  to   the   declaratory   act  of 
1766,  wherein  after  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  the 
British  parliament  asserted  their  right  to  make  laws 
binding  to  the  American  colonies  in  all  cases  whst- 
soever  ;  and  to  the  act  passed  the  next  year  (1767,} 
to  enforce  this  assertion  by  imposing  duties  on  tea, 
paper,  glass  and    painters'   colours  imported   into 
America ;   and  to  all  the  acts  passed  for  raising  re- 
venue in  these  (then)  colonies  by  the  authority  of 
the  British  parliament ;  these   ideas  were  popular, 
and  he  joined  with  the   people  in  the  opposition, 
whereby    he    raised  himself  to  consequence,   and 
established  a  character  as  a  whig,  a  friend  to  the 
people,  to  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  man.     Thus  he 
continued  until  his  interest  led  him  to  another  view 
of  things;   in  1772,  the  collector  of  the  customs  oi 
the  port  of  Newcastle  died,  ami  Mr.  M'Kcan  saw 
an  office  vacant  worth   from   lOOl.   to  1301.  sterl. 
a-year,  which  he  conceived  only  waited  his  asking 
for  it.     It  was   in  the  gift  of  the  governor  of  the 
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Delaware  counties  in  the  first  instance,  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  the  customs  at  Boston 
in  the  second,  and  lastly,  of  the  King,  or  rather  of 
the  minister  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  M'Kean  was 
lawyer  enough  to  know  that  if  he  accepted  this  of- 
fice, he  must  take  an  oath  to  carry  the  revenue  laws 
of  Great  Britain  into  execution  in  their  fullest  ex- 
tent, according  to  their  form  and  effect.  This  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  him  from  studying  his  own 
emolument ;  immediately  on  the  death  or  the  col- 
lector, he  sent  a  messenger  to  Philadelphia,  re- 
questing from  Mr.  James  Hamilton,  (then  govern- 
ing as  president  of  the  counsel  ad  interim  between 
the  departure  of  governor  John  Penn,  and  the  ar- 
rival of  governor  Richard  Penn,)  a  commission,  as 
collector  of  the  customs  of  the  port  of  Newcastle 
on  Delaware  :  Mr.  President  Hamilton,  exercising 
authority  under  the  crown,  no  doubt,  thought  he 
could  recommend  himself  to  his  superiors  by  pur- 
chasing off  a  flaming  patriot  with  an  office,  whose 
salary  paid  by  the  King,  was  but  901.  a  year,  and 
therefore  immediately  granted  the  commission,  and 
under  it  Mr.  ^I'Kean  took  the  oath  of  office ;  by 
tliis  he  became  a  complete  tory,  that  is,  a  person 
sworn  to  carry  into  effect  the  odious  duty  of  en- 
forcing revenue  from  the  colooies  by  acts  of  a  parlia- 
ment, in  which  they  were  not  represented.  This 
is  not  all,  Mr.  M'Kean  received  a  second  com- 
mission from  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  at 
Boston,  who  had  the  general  superintendence  of 
the  collection  of  the  British  revenue  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  whom  Mr.  M'Kean  had  often,  while  he 
was  a  whig,  branded  as  an  unconstitutional  board  ; 
under  this  second  commission  he  again  took  the 
oath,  and  was  installed  collector  of  the  hated  du- 
ties ;  and  in  all  probability,  he  would  have  been 
obliged  to  have  packed  up  his  all  and  gone  off, 
with  the  other  revenue  officers  of  the  crown,  on  or 
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before  the  declaration  of  independence,  if  the  King's 
pleasure  notified  througli  Lord  North,  had  not  su- 
perceded him  by  the  appointment  of  another  col- 
lector of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  Newcastle,  and 
taken  away  his  salary  of  901.  a  year,  and  the  con- 
tingent perquisites  of  501.  or  601.  more.  This  con- 
verted him ;  and  he  became  again  a  whig,  and 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Congress  of  1774. 
During  that  year  and  1775,  he  carefully  observed 
the  political  weathercock  which  was  then  against 
the  declaration  of  independence,  until  the  reception 
of  the  pamphlet  under  the  title  of  Common  Sense, 
assured  him  that  the  moon  had  changed  under  a  fa- 
vourable aspect,  and  that  the  wind  was  settled  in 
that  direction,  he  then  also  became  a  settled  whig. 
It  is  needless  to  relate  his  conduct  in  Delaware,  Jer- 
sey, and  Pennsylvania  during  the  period  of  British 
invasion  ;  it  will  form  some  curious  paragraphs  in  a 
future  history  of  the  revolutionary  war,  when  party 
spirit  and  party  connections,  shall  have  so  subsided 
and  dissolved  as  that  historical  truth  may  be  told  j 
wherefore,  having  established  tlie  first  asertion  that 
he  has  been  a  whig  and  a  tory,  alternately,  as  it 
suited  his  views  of  ambitiun  and  emolument,  I 
proceed  to  the  establishment  of  the  second. 

The  first  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  was  form- 
ed by  a  convention,  composed  as  that  of  France 
afterwards  was,  of  a  few  designing  men,  imitators 
of  Cromwell,  and  each  desirous  of  obtaining-  the 
protectorship  of  the  State ;  and  the  many,  the  i<j-- 
norant  deluded  tools  of  the  faction,  who  were 
ready  to  give  all  power  to  their  leaders ;  a  letter 
now  exists  in  print,  from  one  Cannon,  a  school- 
master in  Philadelphia,  'a  man  then  governing  the 
mob,  as  Marat  afterwards  did  the  suburbs  St.  An- 
toine  of  Paris,  which  was  circularly  addressed  to  tlic 
electors  of  the  several  counties,  recommending  to 
them  to  choose  for  their  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion^ 
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tion,  men  of  little  learning,  for  that  men  of  general 
or  legal  knowledge  onlv  confounded  one  another, 
and  were  unfit  for  the  otrice  of  framing  a  constitu- 
tion ;   his  recommendation  was  so  well  attended  to 
in  many  of  the  counties,  that  when  the  convention 
met,  and  a  com^mittee  appointed  to  draft  the  form 
of  a  constitution,  reported,   it  was  moved  to  have 
several  copies  of  it  transcribed,   that  the  members 
might   have    an  opportunity  of  reading  it  over  at 
their   lodgings,   to  which   an  amendment  was  of- 
fered,  to    substitute  the  word  printed,    instead  of 
transcribed ;  because  a  majority  of  them  could  not 
j  read  written  hand.     This  motion  was  carried,   and 
I  the  report  was  printed,   and  hence  the  origin  of 
i  printing  all  things  depending  before  our  public  bo- 
'  dies.     This  learned  convention  established  the  first 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there  was  not  to 
i  be  found  a  lawyer  whose  reputation  had  been  esta- 
blished in  Pennsylvania,  who  would  accept  the  of- 
I  fice  of  Chief  Justice  under  it :  ^Ir,  M'Kean,  then 
little  known  here,  accepted  It  against  his  own  de- 
cided  judgment  often    expressed,    and  became   a 
constitutionalist,  a  term  of  distinction   assumed  by 
the  friends  of  that  form  of  government,  exercised 
by  a  single  legislative  branch,  and  he  served  the 
party  who  thus  took  him  by  the  hand,  faithfully,  as 
long  as  it  suited  the  purposes  of  his  ambition   and 
emolument,  but  no  longer.     In  the  course  of  a  few 
years   it  was  discovered   that   a  government   of  a 
single  branch  was  equally  tyrannical,    if  not  more 
so,  than  a  despotic   monarchy ;  that  the  passions 
of  the  many  became  concentrated,    and  operated 
with  as  much  consistency  and  more   violence  than 
tliose  of  an   individual,   and  were  more  intolerant 
than    the  limited    monarchy    from  which  we  had 
emancipated  our  countrv  ;  the  supporters  ot  these 
opinions  were  stiled   irpnblicans,   in  contradistinc- 
tion   from  the  constitutionalists-,   they  had  waged 
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wordy  war  in  the  nev/spapers  against  each  other 
from  1779  to  1786,  and  in  the  course  of  ten  years, 
the  pubUc  opinion  became  decided  in  favour  of 
republic anisiriy  which  in  the  public  mind  bore  the 
idea  of  a  representative  government,  divided  into 
three  branches,  electedby  and  accountable  at  certain 
fixed  periods  to  the  people,  by  periodical  elections. 
In  1786  a  project  originating  in  Virginia,  was 
hearkened  to  by  many  of  the  other  States,  who  sent 
representatives  to  Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  to  con- 
sider of  some  plan  to  render  the  federal  government, 
then  weak,  from  its  composition  of  all  power  in 
one  branch,  more  efficient  in  its  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  Thirteen  States ;  this  meeting  could 
effect  nothing  ;  their  defective  powers  were,  how- 
ever, enlarged,  and  the  States  more  fully  repre- 
sented, at  a  meeting  the  next  year  (1787)  at  Phila- 
delphia; when  the  present  constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  framed  and  recommended  to 
the  people  of  the  several  States  for  consideration, 
a  convention  of  each  to  be  called  in  the  manner  re- 
commended. Mr.  M'Kean  clearly  perceiving  tliat 
the  tide  of  popular  opinion  was  coming  with  a  full 
^well  in  favour  of  this  constitution,  sufiered  himself 
to  be  carried  like  a  feather  along  ^^  ith  it,  and 
when,  in  the  year  folloM'ing  its  adoption,  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  was  proposed  to  be  rendered 
more  conformable  to  that  of  the  Tnited  States,  he 
deserted  his  old  friends  the  constitutionalists,  who 
had  raised  him  to  the  Chief  Justiceship,  who  had 
dubbed  him  with  (to  use  his  own  expression  from 
the  Bench)  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  the  highest 
dignity  attainable  in  the  profession,  and  became  a 
republican. 

The  contest  about  the  new  constitutions  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  State,  at  this  time,  gave 
new  names  to  the  contending  parties  without  any 
alteration    in    their  views.      The  constitutionalists 
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were  men  who,  despising  all  order  in  government, 
and  contending  for  an  exact  equality  among  men, 
whether  rich  or  poor,   learned  or  unlearned,  whe- 
ther wise  or  idiots,   insisted  that  their  representa- 
tives should  meet  in  one  chamber,  and  by  a  majo- 
rity of  persons  decide  on   all  acts  of  legislation  ; 
while  the  republicans  insisted  that  the  wiser  and 
better  part  should  be  selected  from   the  people  at 
large,  and  be  placed  in  two  chambers  with  powers 
of  negative  over  the  acts  of  each  other,  in  order  to 
prevent  that  simultaneous  effusion  of  passion  which 
a  single  branch  was  commonly  affected  with  by  the 
impulse  of  some  aspiring  demagogue  who  would 
always    by    popular  flattery   be   able   to  insinuate 
himself  into  their  good  opinion,  and  become  their 
leader,  their   Cromwell.      This  difference  of  opi- 
nion  gave  new  names  to  the  parties,    and  federa- 
lists w^as  substituted  for  republicans,  antitederaiists 
for  constitutionalists  :  while  the  contest  was  doubt- 
ful, the  latter  submitted  to  the  appellation,  and  even 
assumed  the  title,  but  when  by  the  loud  acclaim  of 
the   people    the   constitutions    were    ratified,  they 
wished  to  change    it,  and    many   arts   har^e  been 
tried  to  bring  about  a  reform — Newspapers  have 
been  set  up  and  fallen  down  in  the  attempt,  and 
yet  it  has  not  succeeded   but  in  the  jargon  of  the 
party.     The  antifederalists  have  assumed  the  name 
of  republicans,  but  none  beside  themselves  under- 
stand them  as  meant  by  it,   and  it  is  left  to  the  Au- 
rora and  a  few  of  its  followers   to  designate  them 
by  it ;  while  the  true  character  of  republicans  is 
maintained  by  the  federalists,  who  first  assumed  and 
always  deserved  the  honoured  name  :    during  this 
change  of  the  Shibboleth  of  party,  it  was  not  dif- 
ficult for  Mr.   M'Kean  to  turn  with  the  tide  ;  he 
thought  his  interest  to  be,  to   swim   with   the  cur- 
rent, and  he  suiTered  himself  to  be  enrolled  in  the 
list  of  federalists :  he  advocated  the   cause  of  the 
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new  constitution  of  this  state  with  energy  ;  nay,  he 
exceeded  the  excesses  of  those  of  his  compeers  who 
are  now  called  monarchists,  and  advocated  princi- 
ples of  inequality  among  the  people  which  would 
be  too  tedious  to  enumerate — here  he  was  a  fede- 
ralist in  the  extreme,  but  his  services  soon  passed 
into  oblivion- — he  was  left  to  be  merely  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  a  single  state— he  was  not  promoted  to  the 
bench  of  the  Union — he  conceived  himself  neglect- 
ed— he  w^aited  the  next  change  of  the  moon,  the 
next  turn  of  tide,  in  hope  that  he  might  meet  a  fa- 
vourite weed  or  straw  to  attach  himself  to,  and  flow 
into  the  port  of  an  higher  office.     The  clamours  ex- 
cited by  Genet  and  the  French  party,  and  by  his  re- 
porter, Dallas,  seemed  to  him  a  fit  opportunity  to 
serve  his  purpose  ;  he  embraced  the  occasion,  and 
from  a  firm  supporter  of  federalism,  he  became  an 
antifederalist ;  and  ever  since  he  presided   at  the 
meeting  in  the  State-House  yard,  when  M'Clena- 
chan  proposed  to  kick  the  British  treaty  to  Hell,  he 
has  been  the  most  inveterate  enemy  to  the  people 
and  the  government  of  the  Ignited  States,  wholly 
attached  to  a  foreign  nation  which  has  nothing  to 
recommend   it  but  the   assumed   names  which  he 
has  discarded  of  liberty  and  republicanism. 

We  also  find  him^  at  this  day,  advocating  a 
claim  of  the  British  government,  brought  forward 
by  their  commissioners  in  favour  of  the  Penn  fa- 
mily for  quitrents,  &c,  of  near  half  a  millioi;! 
pounds  sterling,  and  justifying  it  in  a  book  writ- 
ten and  subscribed  by  himself.  This  claim  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  causes  of  the  secession  of 
the  American  commissioners.  How  the  exclu- 
sive patriots  can  reconcile  this  conduct  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  (in  being  thus  concerned  in  a 
measure,  to  serve  a  British  subject  which  has 
proved    so     iiijurious    to    America)    u.'ith    their 
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pure  American  principles,  the    Republicans  know 
not  *. 

Fellow-Citizens,  This  is  the  man  recom- 
mended to  your  suffrages  as  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  I  call  upon  all  who  shall  vote  for  him,  to  reflect 
within  their  own  minds  in  which  of  his  characters 
thev  mean  to  patronise  him  ;  whether  as  a  Whig 
before  1772,  a  Tory  and  Custom-house  officer  in 
1772  and  1773,  a  timid  member  of  Congress  till 
1776,  a  Constitutionahst  from  thence  till  1787,  a 
Federalist  of  the  highest  tone  from  thence  till 
1793,  or  an  Antifederalist,  a  Jacobin,  a  Foreigner, 
a  Frenchman  from  thence  to  the  present  time,  and 
now  agent  for  a  claim  injurious  to  his  country. 

A  PENNSYLVANIAN. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Pensijlvania. — The  natural 
effect  of  unmerited  abuse  is  to  excite  men  of  firm 
minds  to  the  manifestation  of  the  grounds  of  their 
conduct.  The  stream  of  obloquy  poured  out  upon 
ihe  friends  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  inevitably  produces 
such  an  excitement.  The  public  will  see  how  far 
the  republicans  have  cause  for  their  doubts  and 
fears,  in  case  of  Mr.  Ross's  success ;  and  how  far  a 
safer  course  of  public  conduct  may  be  expected 
from  Mr.  M'Kean,  if  elected. 

The  objections  to  Mr.  Ross,  which  operate  on 
the  minds  of  his  opponents,  are  various,  numerous, 
and  weighty.  They  will  be  offered  to  the  public 
with  temper  and  candour,  and  will  not  be  sup- 
pressed on  account  of  abuse  or  threats. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Ross,  VN'hile  he  was  the  col- 
league of  Mr.  r^Iorris  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  is  one  of  the  causes  o^  distrust '\v\  him.  It 
will  be  found  that  he  separated  from  his  able  fede- 

*  Thus  we  see,  that,  however  the  two  parties  might  disagree 
in  other  respects,  they  were  in  perfect  harmony  with  respect  to 
■withholding  the  monei^  due  to  Great  Britain  ! 
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ral   colleague,  and  acted   on  the  two  sides  of  the 
same  subject,  in  a  curious  and  uncommon  manner. 
He  obtained  his  seat  in  April  1794,  by  an  union  of 
the  U'tsfern  members  of  the  state  legislature,  with 
those  that  iccre  called  aniifcdcral  in  other  parts  of 
the  state.     He  had  obtained  that  station  by  accord- 
ing icith  and  proiiio(i?ig  tJic  feelings  and  passions  of  the 
opponents  of  the  excise^  though  he  was  in  truth,  and 
is  a  friend  to  the  excise  si/stem.     It  is  a  matter  well 
known  to  the  officers  ot  the  excise,  and  has   been 
the  subject  of  official  representation  since  the  insur- 
rection, that  Mr.  Ross  excited  the  distillers  against 
the  collectors.     He  certainly  attended  one   of  the 
meetings  of  the  opponents  of  the  excise,  and  his 
brother-in-law  Mr.    John  Woods,  now  president  of 
the  state  senate,  was  a  deputed  member  of  one  of  the 
anti-excise  meetings,  held  at  Pittsburg.     They  w^ere 
both  lawyers,  seeking  practice  and  popular  standing. 
It  is  also  a  notorious  fact,  that  it  has  been  openly 
avowed  in  the  Western  counties,  that   Mr.   Ross 
declared  In  a  public  place,  he  would  defend  any  man 
for  nothing,  zcho  should  hill  an  exciseman.     These 
charges  against  Mr.  Ross  are  no  secret.    They  have 
been  known  since    1795,  and  have   been  unreser- 
vedly mentioned  in  many  places  and  to  many  per- 
sons'.    In  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  and  before 
Mr.  M'Kean  was  fixed  on  by  the  republicans,  a 
member  of  one  of  their  committees    stated    to   a 
member  of  one  of  Mr.  Ross's  committees,  that  Mr. 
Boss's  conduct  in  exciting  the  Western  insurrection, 
icas  a  principal  and  insurmountable  objection  to  him. 
If  he  had  ever  so  much  disapproved  of  the   excise 
s)stem,  in  truth  and  sincerity,  and  if  he  had  ever  so 
strenuously  wrote   it  down  or  voted   it  out,  there 
would  have  been  nothing  contrary  to  consistency, 
morals,  or  law  in  his  so  doing ;  but   to   excite  to 
prosecution,  violence,   and  death,  must  be  consi- 
dered as  highly  reprehensible  in  a  friend  or  enemy 
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of  the  excise  system,  and  was  the  ivorse  in  him  be- 
cause he   was  a  heartv  friend  to  it.     This  charc^e 
must  be  considered  as  havdng  recei\  ed  a  full  confir- 
mation from  the  unresei-vcd  publication  of  it  so  long 
ago  as   the  '20th  day  of  July  in  thv^  present  year. 
No    answer,    no  denial    has    taken    place.     Nav, 
though  such  objections  to  Mr.  Ross  were  mentioned 
to  the  Federalists  in  the  beginnins^  of  March  last,  it 
has  produced  nothing  on  his  part  but  the  confex.s'iou 
of  silence.     He   has  been  openli}  charged,  and   he 
stands  mute ;  while  his  many  counsellors  and  sup- 
porters do  not  venture   even  to  take  notice  of  the 
charge.     But  how  did  Mr.  M'Kean  act  upon  this 
subject?     When  persons  called  republicans,  or  de- 
mocrats, or    Irishmen,  or  friends   of  France,  were 
brought  before  him  for  matters- against  the    federal 
law,  far  shoji  of  such  acts  as  those  charged  to  Mr. 
Ross,  the  Chief  Justice  y//v?z(?/  and  impartially  ad- 
ministered   the   laws   against  them.     If  he,    as  a 
Judge,  had,  like  the  attorney  Mr.   Ross,  promoted 
the  prosecution  and  even  violent  death  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Federal  government,  order  and  properti/ 
would  have  received  a  fatal  blow.     What   is  the 
consequence  ?     The  opj^onents   to  the  excise  now 
heartily  thank  the  Chief  Justice  for  keeping  them 
within  the  wholesome  restraints  of  law,  and  of  course 
from  turther  transgressions,  v^^hich  must  ha\'e  ended 
in  ruin  to  many  of  them,  and  the  total  subversion 
of  public  order:  and  some  of  the  Federalists  are  re- 
viling Mr.  M'Kean  and  supporting  the  dangerous 
man,  which   Mr.  Ross  proved  himself  to   be.     It 
will  be  said,  that  at  one  meeting  of  the  insurgents, 
jSIr.   Ross  boldly  attended,  and   laboured  to  per- 
suade them  to  submit  to  the  laws.     //  slwuld  be  re- 
membered, that  he  had  then  obtained  his  seat  in  the 
Senate.     He  had  carried  that  i,'7T<//  point ;  and  was, 
no  doubt,  justly  alarmed  at  the  fame  that  teas  cre- 
ated, and  which  lie  liad  so  largeli/  contributed  to  bloic 
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vp.  Bat  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  degree  of 
violence  he  spoke  of,  is  so  greats  that  no  other 
marly  however  warm  or  rash,  is  alleged  to  have  said 
any  thing  so  excessive,  nor  to  have  done  any  thing 
so  cruel.  The  buriiinG:  of  General  Nevill's  house 
was  fai'  short  of  killing  the  general  himself :  and 
Major  Lenox,  though  taken  by  the  insurgents, 
even  after  some  of  them  had  been  killed,  escaped 
without  suffering  the  fate  indicated  for  the  officers 
of  the  Federal  government  by  Mr.  Ross.  The 
knowledge  of  this  conduct  alone  of  Mr.  Ross's, 
without  any  other  reasons,  is  sufficient  to  decide 
any  man  against  placi/i^  the  maintenance  of  laic, 
pi'opei'ti/,  and  order  in  his  hands.  Let  it  not  be  at- 
tempted to  menace  for  expositions  like  those.  That 
will  convince  no  man.  They  require  a  calm  exa- 
viination,  and  a  clear  refutation.  Till  that  is  done, 
conscientious  men,  who  love  order  and  govern- 
ment, will  have  a  r/i,'///  to  disapprove  of  Mr.  Ross, 
and  liill  exercise  that  right,  though  the  native  Eng- 
lish printer,  Cobbett,  the  native  Irish  printer, 
Brown,  and  the  native  American  printer,  Fenno, 
(whom  the  British  employ  to  wTite  against  the  ad- 
ministration, and  whom  they  call  "  their  ow?i,") 
should  continue  to  pour  out  their  streams  of  abuse. 

But  let  us  proceed.  Though  Mr.  Ross  was 
elected  by  means  of  those  who  at  least  wished  well 
to  the  French  in  their  eflbrts  against  the  despotic 
states,  yet  he  took  part  from  the  Hrst  week  with 
those  in  the  Senate,  who  were  of  op})osite  senti- 
ments. But  this  he  did  so  as  not  to  commit  him- 
self. He  took  his  seat  the  '21th  of  Ajnil,  1798. 
On  that  verv  day  a  x]uestion  occurred,  whether  the 
Senate  should  request  the  President,  in  a  reply  to 
be  made  for  them,  "  to  assure  the  French  of  their 
friendship  and  good  will,  and  icishes  for  the  prospe- 
riti/  of  their  republic."  Mr.  Ross  voted  against  this. 
But  ill  a  a  few   minutes,  when  it  was  put  in  words 
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nearly  to  the  same  effect,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
-icere  called,  Mr.  Ross  voted  in  the  affirmative. 
And  yet  he  is  called  steady. 

On  the  third  dav  of  Mr.  Ross's  senatorship,  on 
a  question  to  suspend  the  intercoi'.rse  ivith  England, 
on  account  "  of  her  failure  to  execute  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  of  her  spoliations  on  our  trade,"  Mr. 
Ross  voted  against  it,  but  presently  when  it  ap- 
peared, that  bv  the  coming  in  of  two  Senators  on 
the  other  side  it  would  be  proved,  by  the  yeas  and 
nays,  tiiat  the  suspension  would  be  lost  by  means  of 
his'  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  this 
firm  and  steady  patriot,  and  politician,  abandoned 
his  duty  andivenf  aicayfrom  the  Senate.  By  this  act 
of  Mr.  Ross  the  question  was  supported  by  13 
against  13,  and  the  \'icc-President,  Mr.  Adams, 
was  forced  to  commit  himself  by  giving  his  casting 
neo-ative  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  It  has 
been  suspected  and  alleged,  that  the  party  amiong 
the  Federalists,  who  are  enemies  of  \ir.  Adams, 
meant  to  sacrifice  some  of  his  popularity  by  thus 
putting  him  in  the  gap,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
Mr.  Ross's  particular  friends  tried  to  get  Mr. 
Pinckney  elected  President,  instead  of  ^Ir.  Adams, 
in  1796.  Few  young  men  have  ever  played  a  more 
complete  game,  personal  and  party,  than  Mr. 
Ross. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Ross  endeavoured  to  get  the  pay 
of  the  regular  army  increased,  though  only  seven 
could  be  got  to  vote  for  the  increase. 

On  the  l'2th  of  May,  upon  a  petition  against  fur- 
rhcr  duties  of  excise,  Mr.  Ross,  who  has  shewn 
himself  a  supporter  of  these  very  excises,  and  ol 
the  system  in  general,  separated  from  his  colleague 
Mr.  Morris,  and  from  Mr.  Cabot,  King,  KHs- 
worth,  Izard,  Rutherford,  Frelinghausen,  &c.  and 
joined  Mr.  Burr,  Monroe,  Jackson,  &:c.  in  every 
question.     Mr.  Ros^  abandoned  his  judgment  and 
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convictions,  and  joined  his  pretended  party  ene- 
mies, merely  to  please  a  part  of  his  constituents, 
and  not  because  he  disapproved  of  the-  excise  sys- 
tem or  those  very  duties.  An  honest  opponent  to 
tlie  c\xise  has  a  right  to  his  oj)inion,  and  is  bound 
indeed  to  vote  accordinL''  to  his  conscience.  But, 
it  a  man  making  very  high  pretensions  to  sense, 
information  and  spirit,  votes  for  Law  fees  or  public 
office,  against  his  judgment,  even  in  opposition  to 
the  excise,  the  o])ponents  of  that  system  will  hold 
him  very  cheap,  and  it  behoves  the  Iriends  of  fair 
and  wise  public  measures  to  distrust  him.  If  Mr. 
Ross  will  act  thus  in  concert  zvit/i  his  opponents 
to  procure  a  re-election  to  the  Senate  (having  to 
stand  again  in  1796)  what  will  he  not  do  to  be  re- 
elected Governor,  or  to  go  up  in  the  Federal  system 
of  ofllce,  power,  and  profit. 

Mr.  Ross's  votes  were  of  the  same  nature  on  the 
21st  of  May,  1794,  on  the  subject  of  the  balances 
of  the  States.  The  Federal  ad/ninistration  Qarnestly 
wished  that  business  to  go  tlirough — he  pretends  to 
the  character  of  their  f?'m  and  uniform  friend,  yet 
he  voted  to  bring  forward  papers  (n\  a  settlement 
made,  by  General  Washington's  speech,  fnal)  so 
as  to  open  the  door  for  long  and  embarrassing  dis- 
cussions.— Mr.  Morris,  who  under  all  his  misfor- 
tunes was,  in  the  Senate,  indeed  a  Federalist,  voted 
against  Mr.  Ross,  in  almost  all  the  cases  we  have 
mentioned,  xchcn  Mr.  Ross  did  not  fi)  atcajj — a  dan- 
gerous step  Mr.  Morris  ever  a\  oided  to  take. 

On  the  question  to  provide  even  ten  gallies  to 
defend  our  ports  from  British  intrusions,  they  were 
carried,  as  also  the  monies  dierefor,  jSIr.  Morris 
voting  tivice  fur  and  Mr.  Ross  twice  agai?ist  that 
small  defence  (;four  trade,  when  Britain  was  the 
aggressor.  General  Was'iington  had  strongit/  re- 
conimended  preparations  for  detence  ;  Mr.  Movi'is 
sujjported^  Mr.  Ross  opposed  them  to  the  last. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Ross  divided  in  May,  1794, 
upon  the  question  oi  a  further  assumption  of  State 
debts  by  Congress,  intended  to  balance  the  sums 
due  from  the  debtor  States,  and  on  the  question  of 
interest  on  those  balances.  Mr.  Morris,  and  the 
federalists  in  the  Senate  in  general,  and  the  admi- 
nistration o^  1794,  were  all  agai/isf  both  these 
questions,  Mr.  Ross  for  them.  Yet  It  is  falsely 
said,  he  is  a  firm  federalist,  and  steady  supporter  of 
the  administration. 

When  we  were  afraid  of  a  war  with  Em^landii 
May  1794,  Mr.  Ross  was  against  a  small  army> 
10,000  men,  though  now  so  desirous  to  see  40  or 
50,000  raised.  He  again  separated  from  Mr. 
Alorris  on  this  question  of  dcfenec.  He  would  not 
trust  General  JFashin^fon  with  a  small  torce  ao;ainst 
the  British  king,  but  is  willing  that  Mr.  Adams 
shall  have  a  very  laige  one,  besides  volunteers.  Was 
it  antifederalism,  or  opposition  to  General  Washings 
ton's  administration,  or  anglieism  ?  Certainly  it  was 
?iot  the  effect  o{  federalism. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Ross 
as;ain  divided,  the  latter  being  opposed  to  providing 
for  the  interest  of  debts  due  to  the  States,  which 
had  paid  too  much  in  the  war,  though  an  honest 
federal  mtRSUYC.  Here,  justice,  the  mo%t  guarded 
public  credit,  the  sentiments  of  the  Congress,  and  of 
his  able  colleague  with  the  administration  of  General 
Washington,  were  all  against  Mr.  Ross.  But  this 
singular  young  man  did  not  mind  them  (?//.  \'ct 
they  say  he  is  a  steady  federalist.  On  the  final 
question  to  raise  a  force  recommended  by  General 
SVashington  in  1794,  to  he  prepared,  if  Mr.  Jay's 
negotiation  should  not  succeed,  Mr.  Ross  opposed, 
and  Mr.  Morris  concurred  in  carrvin^  the  bill.  Ge- 
neral  li'ashington  had  recommended  additional  pre- 
parations, in  t/ie  most  solemn  manner.  Yet  Mr.  Ross 
is  called  a  steady  supporter  of  government. 

VOL.  XI.  I  Mr 
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Mr.  Ross  voted  for  the  carriage  tp.x,  of  which  the 
western  counties  pay  but  a  trifle,  as  they  keep  very 
few,  but  was  against  tlie  tax  on  lump  and  loaf 
sugar  which  the  rich  and  good  Uvers  use  in  all 
parts  of  the  State.  Carriages  are  chiefly  home 
madey  out  of  our  oun  wood,  iron,  and  leather, 
yet  Mr.  Ross  would  tax  them,  and  not  refined  su- 
gars, though  they  are  'ixom.  foreign  materials.  This 
til  tie  attention  to  local  interests,  Mr.  Ross's  western 
constituents  would  be  too  liberal  and  just  to  ap- 
prove. 

It  is  unaccountable  why  Mr.  Ross  on  the  5th  of 
June  1794,  voted  against  raising  a  regiment  of 
twehe  hundred  men,  for  the  frontiers,  when  we 
expected  the  continuance  of  the  Indian  war,  and 
feared  a  disagreement  with  England.  Here  again 
he  divided  from  Mr.  Morris.  General  Washing- 
ton, we  have  observed,  had  recommended  strongly 
some  additional  force. 

Mr.  Ross  again  separated  from  A-Ir.  Montis  and 
the  federalists  in  the  senate  on  the  question  of  in- 
troducing the  regular  discipline  among  the  volun- 
teer troops,  and  others,  that  should  go  out  into  the 
Indian  country  with  a  real  view  to  defend  our  fron- 
tiers, or  to  commit  depredations  under  that  cover. 
Expense  and  bioody  Indian  wars  were  eternally 
produced  by  the  irregularities  of  frontier  expe- 
ditions.    It  was  now  wished  to  restrain  them. 

On  the  subject  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  due  to  the  French  republic,  Mr. 
Ross  again  dissented  from  Mr.  Morris,  from  the 
7?iajoritij  of  federalists,  and  from  the  viezus  of  the 
administration.  He  kept  this  course  steadily  till 
the  explosion  of  the  western  insurrection,  and 
then  veered  about.     [See  the  Journals  from   1794.] 

On  the  9th  of  June  Mr.  Ross,  upon  two  ques- 
tions as  to  a  defensive  force  and  the  discipline  ot  the 
above-mentioned    bodies   of  our   armed   citizens^ 

dissented- 
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dissented //'o^^z  Mi'.  AIo7Tis,from  the  federalists  y  and 
from  the  administration. 

It  is  not  contended  that  Mr.  Morris's  opinions 
were  at  all  obligatory  on  ]Mr.  Ross,  but  it  is  vei'y 
clear,  that  he  was  deemed  an  aged  and  experienced 
friend  o^  tlie  government  and  constitution,  a  Jirm 
and  intelligent  federalist,  friendly  to  the  administra- 
tion, and  particidarlij  so  to  General  Washington  ; 
yet  we  see  Mr.  Ross,  a  young  man,  in  his  maiden 
session,  lerij  generalbj  disagreeing  from  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, from  the  federal  party,  and  from  the  administra- 
tion of  General  ]Vashington.  Yet  deceived  and  un- 
informed, we  call  him  -a.  firm  supporter  of  the  admi- 
nistration, and  a  steady  man  in /tY/^Vfl/ politics. 

It  may  be  asked  then,  why  so  many  of  the  fede- 
ralists liked  and  conhded  in  him.  The  answer  is, 
that  they  did  not  before  know  his  conduct :  and  that 
Mr.  Ross  managed  to  trim  his  movements  very 
dexterously,  and  to  talk  federalism  out  ot  doors, 
.  while  he  opposed  it  within  the  Senate. 

We  see  he  is  generally  in  small  minorities  in  his 
FIRST  session,  in  the  year  1794,  and  those  often 
what  were  called  ^/w//-federal,  and  ««^/-administra- 
tion.  Whenever  his  good  management  required, 
he  knew  how  to  make  tlie  finesse  complete — by  a 
sudden  absence.  AVe  shall  see  by-and-by,  that 
he  played  this  game  of  absence  from  federal 
questions,  in  the  most  important  session  this  go- 
vernment has  EVER  seen,  for  more  than  nineteen 
weeks. 

AN  ELECTOR. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania. — It  has  been  pre- 
tcnucd  by  some  that  Mr.  Ross  never  did  interkre 
jmjjroperiy  in  the  business  of  the  Excise.  Yet  it 
has  been  openly  stated  in  "  'J7ie  History  of  the 
if'estcrn  Insurrection,'"  jiabiished  In  17  96,  with  the 
author's   name,    that   Mr.    RoiS  engaged,  at    the 
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court  of  1794,  in  a  plan  and  agreement  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Inspector,  General   Neville,  and  the 
collectors  throusrhout    the   whole  AVestern   survev. 
This  was  a  singular  act  for  a  friend  to  the  adminis- 
tration, and  its  monstrous  impropriety  is  made  ma- 
nifest by  this  fact,  that  all  the  officers  were  conti- 
tinued  in  their  offices,    bv   General   Washington, 
or  restored  to   them  atter  the  insurrection,  which 
had  frightened  one,  or  two,   into  resignations,  Mr- 
Ross  did  make   an  application  for  the  removal  of 
one  or  more  of  these  officers,  but    none  were   re- 
moved, nor  was   any    appointed,  except  unfortu- 
nately one,  for  his  own  county  of  Washington,  who 
has  since  gone   off  with   the  public  monev.     [Sec 
History  of  the  Insurrection,  1796,  J^age  64.]     It  is 
riY'// known,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  in  many 
places  to  prevail  on  persons  to  accept  the  excise  of- 
fices.    In  other  places  it  was  impossible  to  prevail 
on  them   to  keep  those  offices.     Some,  who  were 
tenants,  were  refused  the  use   of  rented  houses  for 
offiiCes.     In  one  instance,  a  federal  militar)^  officer 
(in  Air.  Ross's  own  countv)    \\a.s  forced   to  witli- 
hold  an  house  he  had  rented   for  an  excise-office. 
Yet  ?vlr.  Ros^,  who  had   viewed   that  riot,  who  i;^ 
a  lawyer,  knowing  his  legal  tether,   and   a  person 
claiming  »  verj/  high  federal  character,  attended  to 
form  an  agreement  at  Fayette,  and  contributed  to- 
that  agreement  by  which  a  xdiole set  of  federal  civil 
offi.cers,  in  five  large  counties,  were  to  be  removed 
without  crime  or  ncjilect.     The  reavson  su2:"ested 
by  Air.  Ross  was,  that  the  people  cojdd  not  confide  in 
thciu.     At   the    head   of  them  was   General  John 
Neville,   a  man  iiot  second  to  Mr.  Ross  either  in 
character,  property,  morals,  ox  public  service. 

Federal  Citizens,  take  care  of  this  young  politi- 
cian, who  has  clambered  into  posts  of  honour  and 
emolument  by  such  means.     It  vou  regard  steady 

and 
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and  caiidkl  politics,  safe  property,  and  orderly  con- 
duct, take  care  of  such  a  man. 

It  was  a  matter  of  certainty,  that  the  people 
would  not  submit  to  officers  so  marked  out  for  po- 
pular odium  and  sacrifice  by  a  federal  senator  ; 
and  as  the  people  tound  those  officers  were  not  re- 
moved when  .NIr.  Ross  returned  from  the  Senate 
in  1794,  it  is  the  less  wonder  that  they  fired  upon 
one,  and  burnt  the  house  of  another,  and  thus  be- 
gan the  insurrection  in  the  following  month.  The 
proposition  for  this  removal  of  the  constituted  autho- 
rities, was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Ross  to  Mr.  Find- 
ley,  who  declined  it.  Air.  Findley  was  represented  as 
an  enemy  to  the  constitution,  to  the  excise,  and  to 
the  administration.  What  must  his  enemies  say 
and  think  of  Air.  Ross  ?  Is  not  such  a  clandestine 
agreement  to  remove  all  revenue  officers,  under 
whose  jurisdiction  Air.  Ross  himself  was,  a  most 
clear  '  assumption  of  executive  authoritjj,''  and  arf 
anarchic  proceeding  ? 

Was  Air.  Ross,  alone,  a  better  judge  than  Presi- 
dent Washington,  with  the  Senate's  advice,  and  the 
secondary  executive  officers,  with  whose  depart- 
ment the  revenue  officers  were  connected  ? — When 
the  commissioners  (Messrs.  Yates,  W.  Bradford, 
and  Ross)  made  their  report,  ?u)t  one  complaint 
was  preferred  against  the  officers.  It  is  said  that 
some  were  made  against  Air.  Ross.  Let  liim  deny 
it  if  he  can.' — It  is  understood  thiit  David  Bradtord 
was  at  Fayette,  and  participated  in  tliis  scheme  tor 
the  removal  of  the  officers.  Judge  Addison  cer- 
tainly did. 

But  to  sum  up  all  in  one  short,  clear  view — Does 
it  not  plainly  appear,  that  Air.  Ross,  instead  ot  act- 
ing the  part  of  a  faithful,  orderly  citizen  in  supjwrt 
of  the  Western  constituted  authorities;  and  the  part 
of  a  dignified  and  faithful  member  of  the  irovern- 

I  3  ment 


ii8  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

ment  (a  Senator,)  was  hanging  up  all  the  officers 
to  be  hated  and  to  be  sacrificed.  Persons  to  whose 
knowledge  these  things  have  come  zoill  not  cease 
to  be  influenced  by  them  against  Mr.  Ross,  whe- 
ther friends  or  foes  to  the  excise  system. 

In  the  year  1795,  we  find  Mr.  Ross  first  voting  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  the  bill  for  securing  a 
portion  of  land  to  the  Frencli  inhabitants  of  Gallio- 
polis ;  and  on  the  very  next  day  voting  against  the 
bill  on  its  final  passage.  The  first  vote  was  con- 
sistent with  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  and  of 
his  estate,  but  what  induccd'ihe  latter  inconsistent 
vote,  we  cannot  say.  He  knew  he  might  safely 
vote  so,  because  he  would  be  in  a  very  small  mi- 
nority. It  is  only  mentioned  to  shew  his  unsteadi- 
ness. 

And  again  :  Mr.  Ross,  after  voting  in  an  amend- 
Tnent  to  protect  the  Indians,  which  was  much  ob- 
jected to  by  the  AVcstern  people,  absented  himself 
from  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill. 
It  would  so  appear  that  he  was  not  present  wlien 
this  bill,  so  unpleasant  to  them  was  passed.  Mr. 
Ross  was  in  the  Senate  on  the  same  day,  and  voted 
upon  other  questions. 

It  would  not  be  right,  perhaps,  to  lay  so  much  stress 
upon  these  single  facts  of  absence  and  finesse,  but  that 
they  happened  often,  and  in  the  last  session  but  one  (im- 
portant as  it  was)  Mr.  Ross's  absences  from  the  Senate 
were  extended  to  almost  ti^cn/jj  weeks  !  In  that  ses- 
sion, it  was  well  known,  that  a  variety  and  number 
of  very  important  bills  and  laws  were  to  be  con- 
sidered and  passed.  They  required  an  openness, 
firmness,  and  decision,  which  ^Ir.  Ross  appears  to 
have  thought  might  operate  against  him  in  his  elec- 
tion as  governor.  Attention  or  neglect  of  t/ie  jnili- 
tiuy  consent  to  or  refusal  of  a  regular  armi/,  ships 
pf  the  line,  frigates,  and  other  vessels  of  war,  Bri- 
tish questions,  French    questions,    and  American 

ques- 
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questions,  were  to  be  voted  on.  The  trials  of  this 
country  were  truly  serious  :  its  prospects  truly  alarm- 
ing— and  Mr.  Ross  was  absent  _iive  weeks  icUli 
leave,  and  almost  ffteen  weeks  loitJiout  leave  !  Yet 
he  is  called  a.  Jir)n,fait/if id,  and  steady  m:in.  He 
sees  and  approves  what  the  tederalists  see  and  ap- 
prove. But  in  his  first  session,  he  voted,  as  we 
have  shewn,  almost  always  against  them.  In  the 
important  session  before  the  last,  ivlien  the  Senate 
had  to  act  upon  the  dispatches  of  Messrs.  Pinckneijy 
Marshall,  and  Gen\y,  hejlezc  the  zcay,  and  was  ab- 
sent from  the  most  serious  duties  that  could  fall  on  a 
senator,  for  almost  tzcentij  weeks  !  A  more  palpable 
and  unjustifiable  great  stroke  of  political  finesse 
and  manoeuvre  was  never  shewn  by  any  man.  The 
Journals  of  the  Senate  prove  tllCse  facts.  It  is  de- 
ceiving their  party  for  his  partisans  to  Dretcnd,  that 
he  isjirm  and  steady.  No  good  can  be  expected  in 
moments  of  trial  from  a  person,  who  will  thus  ma- 
nage and  manoeuvre  to  get  into  the  office  of  go- 
vernor. The  people  will  be  imprudent  i?idecd,  to 
overlook  it.  They  will  remen\ber  it  is  the  same 
man  who  acted  so  unwarrantably,  as  we  have 
shewn,  just  before,  in  the  excise  business.  If 
even  party  friends  would  make  a  cool  and  candid  ■ 
examination,  it  would  clearly  appear  to  themselves 
that  Mr.  Ross  has  behaved  very  exceptionably  in-,:' 
the  office  of  senator  on  trying  questions,  and  in  try*-*-*?, 
ing  times.  He  will  naturally  have  other  objects  of., 
ambition  and  interest,  if  he  should  become  gover- 
nor, and  we  may  justly  expect  and  fear,  that  he 
will  manage  that  office  to  procure  them,  just  as  we 
see  he  has  managed  his  senatorship.* 

AN  ELECTOR. 


*  Another  address  against  Ross  has  the  following  passage  :— 
*'  Mr.  Ross  voted  in  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d 
of  Fcbiuary,   179O,  to  strike  out  of  the  constitutional  regula- 
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Some  Acxount  of  a  Manuscript  found  amon^  the  Pa- 
pers of  a  French  Emigrant  in  London,  entitled 
Talleyrand's  Descent  into  Hell.^ 

This  work  appears  to  have  been  composed  at 
intervals  of  time,  as  an  English  exercise,  and  par- 
takes of  all  the  vicissitudes  of  temper  which  may 
be  supposed  to  have  iniiuenced  a  Frenchinan  in  his 
situation;  exiled  from  his  country,  stripped  of  his 
property,  cut  off,  for  ever  perhaps,  trom  a  beloved 
family,  and  only  supported  under  the  weight  of 
misfortune  by  the  elasticity  of  a  French  mind.  This 
perfect  subjection  of  the  iViatter  and  manner  of  the 
■work  to  the  disposition  of  the  author,  has  produced 
a  very  extraordinary  contexture,  and  much  variety 
of  style  and  entertainment;  sometimes  verse,  some- 
times prose — sometimes  narrative,  sometimes  dia- 
logue,— it  pursues  its  broken  course  not  unfre- 
quently  through  meads  of  flowers,  but  oftener 
cfoubling  into  the  wild  recesses  of  romantic  hu- 
mour;   now   prattling  with    echo   in  philosophy's 

tions  about  holding  offices,  tlie  words  "  ivbo  acknowledges  the 
**  being  of  a  God,  and  a  future  state  of  reiuards  and  punishments." 
[Seepage  §4  of  Minutes  of  the  Grand  Committee.]  Samuel 
Sitgreaves,  Esq.  (the  reputed  author  of  Milo)  voted  with  Mr. 
Iloss.  Mr.  M'Kean  voted  against  them,  and  for  retaining 
(KO'-e  words,  otherwise  we  might  have  Atheists  in  office.  The 
^^l  old  charter,  between  IVdlhrn  Penn,  and  the  people,  contained 
these  ideas  to  which  Mr.  M'Kean  piously  and  wisely  adhered. 
One  person,  who  voted  with  Mr.  Ross  against  retaining  these 
words,  has  been  known  to  say,  that  an  all-wise  and  all-power- 
fwl  God  could  not  be  proved  or  demonstrated.  Mr.  Ross's 
friends  may  pretend  to  deny  this  vote  of  his,  but  they  must 
deny  it  (if  they  do)  falsely  and  wickedly.  Let  them  shew  the 
luinutes  on  the  election  grounds,  when  ihey  deny  it,  and  their 
daring  falsehood  will  be  proved.  We  must  all  think  with  Mr. 
M'Kean,  that  no  person,  who  does  not  acknowledge  a  God/ 
should  be  entrusted  with  our  public  offices." 

*  This  article  was  written  by  my  friend,  the  late  Mr.  Wit- 
tiAM  Cliffton  of  Philadelphia. 
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rocky  labyrinth,  and  then  winding  its  plaintive  cur- 
rent among  the  willows  of  sorrow,  '*  telling  its 
mournful,  pitiable  tale." 

The  author  commences  his  singular  production 
with   a  detail  of  circumstances  which  occasioned 
Talleyrand's  expedition.     The  most   prominent  is 
this  :  the  French  Directory,  after  having  ransacked 
history  for  extravagant  examples  of  villainy,   inhu- 
manity,   cruelty  and   madness ;  after  having  even 
surpassed  those    models,  and    created    others  still 
more   shocking    and  outrageous  ;    discovered  thrt 
Hercules,   Theseus,  Ulysses,  and   other  heroes  of 
antiquitv,  while  yet  in  their  mortal  bodies,  had  ab- 
solutely visited  the  shades  below,  and  returned  with 
whole   bones   and  monstrous   reputations   to   their 
country  and  their  friend?.     An  exploit,  so  daring 
and  so  profound,  was  not  barely   calculated  to  in- 
cite surprise  in  the  great  nation  ;  it  became  the  ob- 
ject of  their  indispensable  and  passionate  emulation: 
it  was  accordingly  decreed  by  the  Directory,  that 
this  should   also  be  added  to  the  atchievements  of 
republican  France.     The  person  chosen  to  conduct 
the  perilous  enterprise,  was  Talleyrand  the  apostate. 
If  the  devil  had  a  friend  on  earth,  whom  it  was  his 
interest  to   keep  there,  it  was   generally  believed 
that  he  was  the  man  :  there  was  consequently  little 
danger  of  his  detention  in   the   dominions    of  his 
infernal  majesty.     On  the  part  of  Talleyrand,  how- 
ever, a  considerable  degree  of  reluctance  was  dis- 
played, which,  by  the  operation  of  a  few  talismanic 
words  and  a  kind  of  directorial  power,  was  confined 
within  the  chambers  of  his  own  bosom.     Nothing 
now  remained  but  to  settle  the  mode  of  descent ; 
no  sibyl  to  direct  his  way,  no  embodied  Tiresius  to 
bid   him  welcome.     Many   expedients  were  sug-- 
gcsted,   none  of  which  on  closer  inspection  were 
deemed   practicable.     They  resolved   at  length  to 
send  for  one  of  the  German  magi,  who  are  sup- 
posed 
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posed  to  excel  in  necromancy,  and  to  entreat  his 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  their  scheme.  A  descrip- 
tion of  the  object  in  contemplation  was  accordingly 
forwarded  to  Weishaiipt  the  illuminatus,  and  his  as- 
sistance solicited  in  the  most  persuasive  terms. 
Weishaupt  yielded  to  their  importunities, and  agreed 
to  join  Talleyrand  in  Campania.  Having  met,  they 
journeyed  on,  hoping  to  meet  the  sulphureous  breath 
of  Avernus  at  every  step.  All  day  they  continued 
their  wanderings,  guided  only  by  the  supernatural 
intimations  of  Weishaupt's  familiar,  till  the  shadows 
of  niijht  bejjan  to  close  around  them.  The  moon 
was  at  the  meridian  ;  the  moment  auspicious,  when 
the  necromancer  commenced  his  incantations.  Birds 
of  darkness  began  to  flit  around  them;  heavy  clouds 
gathered  over  their  heads,  and  the  earth  was  felt 
to  tremble,  as  AVcishaupt  muttered  his  potent  spell. 
On  these  holy  rites,  fate  has  intersposed  her  curtain, 
and  blotted  out  the  pages  which  ought  to  succeed. 
We  lament  the  loss  of  this  part  of  our  author  the 
more,  as  a  description  of  the  best  way  of  going  to 
hell,now-a-days,  must  have  been  highly  entertaining. 
One  circumstance  strikes  us  very  forcibly ;  as  it 
seems  to  argue  the  defection  of  the  conjuror:  no 
Weishaupt  is  mentioned  in  any  of  the  succeeding 
pages  in  our  possession,  and  the  hero  of  the  great 
nation  is  left  to  prosecute  his  infernal  peregrina- 
tions alone.  We  are  therefore  authorized  to  sup- 
pose, that  this  adept  in  mischief,  not  wishing  to 
participate  in  the  danger  he  had  allotted  to  Talley- 
rand, led  him  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  delivered 
him  into  tlie  hands  of  the  great  enemy  of  mankind, 
and  withdrew  himself,  safe  and  sound,  from  the 
honour  and  responsibility  of  so  hazardous  an  under- 
taking. 

With  what  species  of  "  diplomatic  skill"  Tal- 
leyrand prevailed  on  Charon  to  ferry  him  over  the 
sabk  waters,  is  not  known  3  for,  where  the  letters 

again 
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asrain  be^in  to  bris^hten  into  form,  we  find  the  Mi- 
nister  and  Cerberus  about  to  commence  a  nego- 
tiation. This  part  seems  so  charmingly  managed 
by  the  poet  (for  here  he  is  a  poet)  that  we  sliall 
transcribe  it  for  the  amusement  of  our  readers. 

The  triple  monster  from  his  hellish  bed, 
Rous'd  as  he  heard  the  limping  hero's  tread, 
Rush'd  to  his  kennel  door,  to  take  his  stand, 
Shook  his  three  heads,  and  growl'd  this  stern  demand  : 
Whence  and  what  art  diou,  execrable  fool  ? 
What  boatman  brought  thee  o'er  the  Stygian  pool  ? 
Where  is  thy  passport  ?  where  thy  golden  bough  ? 
What  climate  breeds  such  crooked  things  us  thou  ? 

To  these  interrogations  Talleyrand  could  not 
listen  without  emotion  :  he  felt  the  blood  with- 
draw itself  from  his  extremities,  and  flow  all  cold 
and  curling  into  the  very  centre  of  his  heart.  Some 
time  elapsed  before  the  work  retrieved  its  loco- 
motive faculty  ;  but  at  length  the  petrifaction  be- 
gan to  dissolve,  and  his  tongue  was  again  loosened 
from  its  fear  bound  captivity.  His  "  diplomatic 
skill,"  that  powerful  charm  which  had  unnerved  so 
many  nations,  he  had  taken  care  to  bear  about  him, 
and  now,  when  perils  crovi^ded  on  him,  he  began 
to  shake  it  up  for  use.  He  thus  addressed  the 
porter  of  hell: — 

Ah  I   Cerberus,   I  love  thee  from  my  heart ; 
So  kind  and  gentle  in  thy  way  thou  art .' 
How  meek  thy  mien  and  musical  thy  voice  ! 

Thy  tail  'tis  tru?* but  then  a  tail's  thy  choice: 

It  kills  my  heart  to  see  a  beast  so  brave, 

With  many  heads  and  every  one  a  slave. 

When  shall  I  see  your  lady-bitch,  good  now  ; 

(The  breed's  a  most  prodigious  breed  I  vow  ; 

And  e'er  to  t'other  world  1  journey  up, 

Methinks  I'll  ask  the  devil  for  a  pup. 

In  **  peace  and  safety"  miglv  my  masters  snore 

With  such  a  dog  to  guard  their  palace  door) — [Aside.'] 


The 
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The  minister  now  paused,  not  without  some  un- 
certainty touching  the  disposition  of  the  centinel : 
to  dissipate  every  doubt,  Cerberus  opened  his 
chaps,  "  and  loud  and  long  the  dog  ot  midnight 
howl'd."  The  tears  ot  Talleyrand  were,  moreover, 
considerably  invigorated,  as  he  perceived  the  mon- 
ster raise  up  his  hinder  parts  Avhich  were  before  ga- 
thered within  the  deii ;  and  he  endeavoured  to 
make  good  his  retreat ;  uttering,  as  he  backed  off\ 
these  words : — 

Excuse  me,  Citizen  Dog,  I've  got  r^o  sop. 
As  I'm  alive  ;  no  honey,  not  a  drop  : 
But  let  me  pass,  and  I'll  delight  to  tell 
How  kind  a  devil  is  the  dog  of  hell. 

Cerberus  shook  himself  from  his  litter,  and  de- 
manded once  more,  in  the  most  terrific  tone,  the 
name,  country  and  quality  of  his  visitor.  The  poor 
fugitive,  too  much  alarmed  to  think  of  any  other 
expedient,  dropped  on  one  knee  and  made  the 
following  reply : 

TalleJjraJid.  I  beseech  you,  Cerberus,  not  to  be 
hasty  in  your  proceedings.  I  will  inform  you  on. 
the  several  subjects  of  your  inquiry,  if  you  will 
listen  patiently  to  what  I  have  to  say. — My  name 
is  Talleyrand,  my  country  is  France,  and  I  am  the 
envoy  extraordinar}'  of  that  nation  to  the  Directory 
of  this.  You  have  uncjuestionably  heard  of  our 
threat  revolution,  are  well  acquainted  with  its  prin- 
ciples, and  no  doubt  feel  an  interest  in  their  success. 
You,  yourself,  Cerberus,  are  the  slave  of  a  tyran- 
nical master,  and  it  would  be  the  proudest  deed  of 
my  life  could  I  set  you  tree.  In  France  the  very 
canaille  have  risen  to  the  highest  honours  of  the 
state  ;  and  even  at  this  moment,  a  monster,  like 
yourself,  is  at  the  head  of  our  political  administra- 
tion. 1  cannot  see  why  the  adoption  of  the  same 
principles  should  not  produce  the  same  efi'ccis  here  ; 

nor 
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nor  can  I,  for  my  life,  find  any  reason  which  would 
reduce  Cerberus's  hopes  of  dominion  below  those 
of  Pluto. 

Cerberus.  Rise,  Talleyrand,  your  excellent  qua- 
lities have  made  you  dear  to  Cerberus.  I  sit  in  the 
mouth  of  my  den  and  listen  to  the  wailing  of  many 
a  ghost,  wandering  on  the  other  shore,  whose  car- 
case you  have  given  to  birds  and  beasts  of  prey. — • 
The  brave  republicans  have  rendered  trifling,  and 
beneath  attention,  every  villain  of  antiquity,  w^hose 
name  till  now,  has  been  embalmed  wdth  infamy  ; 
and  vou,  my  friend,  are  a  thousand  times  more  in- 
fernally glorious  than  a  Brutus  or  a  Cataline,  an 
Harmodius  or  an  Aristogiton ;  nay,  even,  than  the 
robber  Procrustes,  or  the  Ephesian  Erostratus.  The 
project  of  fraternizing  hell,  is  most  certainly  worthy 
of  Its  great  inventors ;  and,  that  we  m.ay  discuss 
this  point  with  more  security,  suppose  we  retire  into 
my  kennel ;  I  assure  you  on  the  honour  of  a  dog, 
vou  have  nothing  to  fear. 

Talleyrand.  Never  shall  distrust  assail  the  breast 
of  Talleyrand,  while  he  can  thus  tiy,  with  traternal 
confidence,  into  the  arms  of  his  beloved  Cerberus; 

Here  the  fraternal  hug  is  given,  and  Talleyrand, 
overcome  by  the  vehement  affection  of  his  brother 
beast,  falls,  deprived  of  motion,  and  almost  of  lite, 
at   the   threshold   of  his  den. — ^^'hile  he    thus  lay 
wrapped    in    insensibility,    the    nevrly   illuminated 
Cerberus  went  off"  at  a  dog-trot,   returned  with  his 
three  mouths  freighted  with  the  waters  of  Styx,  and 
emptied  them,   with  tlic  utmost  solicitude,  full  in 
the  face  of  the  entranced    adventurer.     However 
this  act  of  kindness  might  have  conduced  to  his  re- 
animation,  certain  it  is,   that  no   touches  oi  grati- 
tude were  generated  by  it   in  Talleyrand.     His  re- 
vivifying pangs  found  the  most  piteous  utterance. 
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Heexclaimed  against  his  persecuting  destiny;  poured 
out  torrents  of  maledictions  on  the  Directory  ;  and 
imprecated  a  thousand  curses  a  piece  on  the  three 
heads  of  his  tormentor.  No  epithet  of  abuse  was 
severe  enough  for  his  purpose.  He  called  him 
*'  a  treacherous,  misbegotten  hound  ;" — "  the  bear 
of  darkness  j" — "  an  unwholesome,  shag-eared 
monster;" — "  a  mountain  of  mischief,"  and  "  the 
great  Jefl'ersonian  Mammoth."  Poor  Cerberus 
bore  all  tliis  like  a  good  dog,  and  endeavoured, 
with  the  most  winning  concern,  to  deprecate  his 
wrath. 

Cerhems.  Weep  not,  good  Talleyrand,  weep 
not  at  this  misfortune.  The  embrace  of  which 
thou  complainest  should  rather  be  received  as  a 
proof  of  love,  than  an  evidence  of  malice.  There 
is  not  a  fibre  in  thy  system,  but  is  the  busy  witness 
of  my  esteem,  and  yet  thou  rebellest  against  thine 
own  nature.  Come,  come,  be  pacified  ;  surely 
Frenchmen  should  not  murmur,  when  those  are 
silent  who  have  sufl^ered  the  lustful  grasp  of  thy 
master.  He  indeed  squeezes  with  a  vengeance. 
Think  of  those  nations,  that,  clasped  in  his  fond 
arms,  have  felt  their  heart's  blood  ooze  from  every 
pore ;  and  breathed  their  last  sigh  under  the  pres- 
sure of  his  tenderness.  Think  of  these,  and  let  thv 
lamentations  be  turned  into  songs  of  joy,  and  thy 
angry  frown  into  the  nod  of  pardon. 

Talltijrand.  \\\q  slave,  will  all  your  precious 
nonsense  set  my  fractured  ribs  r  will  it  charm  my 
aching  body  into  quiet  ?  Oh  !  fool  that  I  was,  to 
trust  my  poor  frame  among  the  paws  of  such  an  un- 
heard-of traitor  !  I  may  have  a  whole  bone  or  two 
jibout  me,  but  none  from  my  hips  upwards,  that's 
most  certain.  M'hat  a  comely  thing  I  shall  be, 
too,  if  I  reco\'er !  I  am  not  an  Atlas,  to  bear  a 
world,  but  I  shall  seldom  be  seen  without  a  moun- 
tain on  mv  shoulders.     If  mv  breast  bone   comes 

forward, 
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iorward,  as  I  expect  it  will,  poverty  cannot  be 
among  the  evils  of  my  life,  for  no  one  can  say  Tal- 
leyrand lacks  2ifidl  chest.  But  the  chief  advantage 
I  shall  enjoy  from  this  fraternizing  sport  will  be  the 
innumerable  excrescences  that  will  grow  out  of  my 
soldered  fragments;  every  bone-knot  as  large  as — 
my  hoot  at  least. — 

May  all  the  aches  that  mortal  ever  felt 
Gnaw  on  the  joints  of  those  who  sent  me  hither: 
And,  faithless  dog,  to  pay  the  debt  I  owe  thee. 
May  discord  set  thy  shaggy  heads  at  war. 

There  is  something  uncommonly  beautiful  in  this 
speech  of  Talleyrand,  particularly  in  the  conclu- 
sion, where  his  final  curses  are  thrown  into  blank 
verse,  in  order  to  render  them  more  striking  and 
terrible.  He  was  not,  however,  so  shockingly 
handled  as  his  fears  at  first  suggested.  He  got 
upon  his  feet  (with  some  difficulty  to  be  sure) 
walked  a  turn  or  two,  and  at  length  made  overtures 
of  reconciliation  to  his  new  acquaintance.  These 
were  accepted  ;  and  he  was  suffered  to  depart  on 
his  mission,  after  promising,  that  on  his  return,  he 
would  spend  some  time  with  Cerberus,  and  teach 
him  to  sing  the  Carmagnole,  Ca-ira,  and  Marseilles 
hvmn. 

Thus  released  Irom  the  jaw^s  of  Cerberus,  Tal- 
leyrand hurried  on  his  way,  supported  bv  some  un- 
seen power,  which  still  urged  him  forward.  Scarcelv 
had  he  passed  the  tribunal  ot  ^lidas,  when  he  saw 
at  some  distance  before  him,  a  sullen,  discontented 
spectre,  apparently  waiting  his  approach  :  this  was 
no  other  than  the  shade  ot  his  friend  Egalitc,  the 
.  murderous  Orleans,  wlio,  as  Talleyrand  drew  nigh, 
thus  addressed  him  :  *•'  I  am  permitted  to  a  mo- 
mentary respite  from  agony,  that  1  may  disclose  to 
thee,  Talleyrand,  the  miseries  of  belli  follow." 
Though  an  unnatural  courage  was  given  to  the  mi- 
nister, that  his  intellect  might  not  be  overpowered 

by 
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bv  the  lighter  horrors  of  the  place,  yet  there  wer^ 
moments,  when  this  sustaining  influence  forsook 
him,  and  all  that  can  blast  the  sense,  or  harrow  up 
the  soul,  was  suffered  to  have  its  full  effect  upon  the 
guilty  adventurer.  He  had,  during  the  laconic 
speech,  surveyed  the  features  of  his  departed  bro- 
ther in  evil,  and  scarcely  recognized  a. single  trait, 
so  distorted  were  they  with  the  anguish  of  his  suf- 
ferings. But  when  the  phantom  ceased,  and  w^ith 
an  awful  and  riiysterious  wave  of  his  w^ithcred  hand, 
beckoned  him  away,  his  soul  died  wnthin  him. 
Another  summons  was  repeated  before  he  was  ena- 
bled to  proceed  :  he  muttered  an  ejaculation  of  re- 
morse, and  went  on. 

They  had  now  reached  the  borders  of  Phlcgethon, 
and  the  adamantine  gates  of  the  \''ast  Profound 
were  displayed.  The  confused  din  of  tortured 
souls  rushed  upon  their  ears ;  scenes  of  Gorgon 
terror  flashed  on  Talleyrand's  sight ;  and  he  was 
again  well  nigh  sinking  into  that  state  of  mental 
suffocation  whence  he  had  so  lately  emerged.  As 
they  stood  on  the  portal,  and  their  eyes  wandered 
through  the  gloom,  suddenly  the  groans  and  lamen- 
tations of  the  agonized  v^retches  within,  w^ere 
hashed ;  a  pale  illumination  shot  up  from  below  ; 
and  from  the  middle  of  the  unfathomable  abyss  was 
seen  slowly  to  rise  a  vast  and  fiery  globe,  upborne, 
li];e  a  bubble,  on  the  vapours,  which  perpetually 
ascended  from  the  nether  regions  of  the  decjK 
Fluctuating  from  side  to  side,  it  rose  higher  and 
higher,  till  it  became  stationary,  directly  opposite 
the  place  to  which  Talleyrand  had  been  conducted 
by  his  insubstantial  guide.  He  had  now  fortitude 
sufficient  imparted  to  him,  to  survey  w^ith  tolerable 
composure  tliis  fearful  apparition  :  and  he  discovered 
it  to  be  a  shell  of  transparent,  but  solid  fire,  through 
which  every  thing  passing  in  its  capacious  concavity 
was    perfectly    visible.     Thousands    of  wretched 

forms. 
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forms,  goaded  by  a  thousand  deadly  impulses, 
%vere  seen  tumultuously  rushing  on  each  other  with 
a  fury  never  to  be  appeased ;  hate,  discord,  envy, 
malice,  jealousy,  revenge,  anarchy  and  murder, 
<lirected  with  demoniac  exultation  their  frantic 
deeds;  and  it  seemed  to  be  a  world,"  in  which 
every  dreadful  passion  and  propensity  that  disturb 
the  repose  of  mankind,  was  turned  loose  to  riot  in 
inetfectual  slaughter  and  eternal  misery. 

The  silence  was  now  broken  by  Talleyrand's 
guide,  who  very  naturally  supposed  the  envoy  was 
impatient  for  an  explanation  of  what  was  passing 
before  him. 

*'  You  behold,"  said  he,  "  the  punishment  ap- 
pointed for  your  revolutionary  countiymen.  In  this 
region  of  retribution,  all  those  who  indulged  their 
vicious  inclinations  to  the  subversion  of  order  in 
France  ;  who  fed  on  the  spoils  of  innocence,  arid 
sated  their  blood-craving  appetites  with  human 
carnage ;  who  overturned  the  altars  of  their  God, 
and  laid  waste  the  happiness  of  a  nation,  are 
doomed  for  ever  to  writhe  under  the  consequences 
of  their  enormities  ;  to  be  at  once  the  murderer  and 
the  victim ;  and  to  icel,  while  they  dispense,  all 
the  varieties  of  cruelty  which  their  abandoned  spirits 
had  suggested,  ere  they  were  precipitated  trom  the 
world  above.  Philosophers,  who  all  their  lives 
liave  been  pursuing  an  imaginary  something,  a  de- 
lusive pliantom,  are  here  plunged  into  the  dreadful 
reality ;  and  are  continually  suffering  the  pangs  of 
dissolution,  without  the  all^iviating  hope  of  eternal 
•jleep,  Woefully  are  those  mistaken  who  imagine 
that  death  is  no  more  than  a  state  of  quiet  forgetful- 
ness  ;  who  suppose  no  after-reckoning  will  call  them 
to  a  strict  and  awful  question  on  their  earthly  ca- 
reer. Life  is  the  allotted  state  of  purification 
wherein  the  soul  must  divest  herself  of  the  evils  of 
human  nature,  subject  her  propensities  to  the  m- 
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corruptible  will  of  divine  afFcction,  and  so  harmo' 
nize  her  wishes  as  to  be  herself  her  own  heaven  of 
never  failing  delii^ht.  But  if  she  passes  the  irre- 
meable gates  "  with  all  her  imperfections  on  her 
head;"  if  the  burning  tooth  of  accursed  desire  con- 
tinues unquenched,  and  hungers  after  its  forbidden 
morsel,  in  this  place  it  rages  with  increasing  tury, 
and  is  her  ncvcr-dvinsj  worm  of  torment :  tor  all 
things  entering  here  are  eternal,  and  change  is  ne- 
ver known." 

During  this  discourse,  Talleyrand  had  wididrawn 
his   eyes    from   the   terrifying  prospect,  and  fixed 
them  with  stupid  horror   on  the  void  of  darkness; 
he  now  lifted  them  to  the  mangled  countenance  of 
his  conductor,  and  beheld   it,  in  all  its  ghastliness, 
tinged  with  the  sulphureous  emanations  of  the  in- 
fernal orb.     He  shrunk  into  himself,  and  the  ghost 
of  Orleans  proceeded  :    "  Miserable  fool  that  I  am» 
I  too  have  been  the  slave  of  passion,  and  the  con- 
sunniiator  of  my  own    destiny. — Yes,  Talleyrand, 
to  the  bosom  of  that  perdition  am  I  doomed  to  re- 
turn, when  at  your  departure  the  date  of  my  respite 
shall  expire.     Wonder  not  to  hear  these  sentiments 
from  the  mouth  of  Orleans  ;  a  perfect  consciousness 
of  the  pleasures  they  have  sacrificed,  and  the  heinous 
nature   of   the    crimes   they   have    committed,     is 
among  the  sharpest  curses  which  hell  has  awarded 
to  the  wicked.     In  the  midst  of  all  my  frantic  out- 
rages,   remorse   is   my  constant  companion.     She 
preys  on  my  quivering  vitals  which  grow  beneath 
her  devouring  fangs."     He    had    scarcely   uttered, 
these  words  when  Talleyrand  observed  himself  to 
■  be  involved  in  shadow,  and  heard  the  whizzing  of 
wings  in  rapid  flight  abo\'e  his  head.     The   fiends 
were  conveying  another  ghost  to  la  Place   de  la 
Revolution.     The  flame  closed  over  him  for  ever 
and  he  was  instantly  welcomed  with  an  hundred 
burning  daggers. in  his  bosom.     Pained  to   mad- 
ness. 


DECEMBER,  1799.  ^3'' 

ncss,  he  returned  the  salutation,  and  mingling  in 
the  uproar,  was  soon  lost  in  the  indistinguishable 
rout.  "  What  you  have  just  witnessed,"  said  Or- 
leans, "  was  the  apotheosis  of  Tone  the  Irish 
rebel ;  he  has  contrived  to  make  his  way  here 
without  the  hangman's  aid  ;  and  as  a  French  citizen 
and  labourer  in  the  cause  of  destruction  is  now 
finally  deposited  among  his  brethren." 

Talleyrand  now  discovered  many  of  his  old  co- 
mates,  whose  visages  were  not  totally  obliterated. 
Robespierre,  Danton,  Brissot,  Marat,  Condor- 
cet,  and  the  Orator  of  the  Human  Race,  were 
among  the  number.  The  distinction  of  Cordelier 
and  Jacobin,  appeared  to  be  altogether  forgotten  ; 
those  ties  which  on  earth  bound  some  of  them  to- 
gether in  one  deadly  interest,  were  broken  ;  and 
each  perturbed  spirit  became  a  fury  of  vengeance 
to  his  brother.  But  amid  this  throng  of  republicans 
and  philosophers  he  looked  in  vain  for  Mirabeau, 
and  ventured,  in  a  tremulous  voice,  to  ask  his 
guide  in  what  manner  his  earliest  and  dearest  asso- 
ciate was  disposed  of.  For  him,  replied  the  ghost, 
lias  been  reserved  a  deeper  and  heavier  perdition. 
He  is  now  suffering  in  the  hidden  cells  of  anguish, 
the  very  sight  of  which  would  stiffen  all  thy  joints 
with  horror.  In  the  entrails  of  yonder  rock  v;-hich 
rises  from  that  ocean  ot  liquid  fire  whose  waves 
never  sleep,  is  the  home,  the  last  dreadful  home  oi 
Mirabeau, — Mirabeau,  whose  sacrilegious  pur- 
poses were  concei\ed  in  darkness,  and  brought 
!  torth  in  blood ;  whose  crimes  were  more  numerous 
j  than  the  fiends  which  surround  thee,  more  remorse- 
less than  the  bosom  of  Alec  to  3  whose  corrupt  heart 
rotted  in  its  own  impurity  ;  who  died  blaspheming  ; 
and  t(^  honour  whose  pestilential  remains,  the  asiies 
<A  a  virgin  saint  were  torn  from  their  hallowed  rest 
and  scattered  to  the  winds  of  heaven.  No^  Is  Mi- 
rabeau a  sohtary  sufferer :  Voltaire,  and  all  those 
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whose  bodies  pollute  the  holy  shrine  of  St.  Gene- 
vieve, with  the  apostate  priests  and  bishops,  are 
there  racked  on  the  excruciating  wheel  ot  hopeless 
despair. 

After  a  momentarv  silence,  the  mingling  yells  of 
varied   torture    burst  from    their   confine,  a   black 
whirlwind  swept  along  the  gulph,  and  the  tatal  orb 
moved  from  its  station.     As  it  gradually  descended, 
Talleyrand  followed  it  with  his  eyes  till  it  was  lost 
in  utter   darkness.     The   gates,  self  moving,  now 
'closed  the   terrific  scene,  and  left  the   minister  to 
ruminate  on  the  wonders  of  the  place,  as  his  guide 
conducted    him,    silently,    towards    the  palace  of 
Pluto.     They  soon  arrived  in  sight  of  those  delight- 
ful fields  where  the  great  and  good  repose  in  endless 
felicity.     When  come  to  the  residence  of  the  Prince 
of  Darkness,  Kga lite  was  dismissed,  and  Talleyrand 
was  delivered  over  to  the  shade  of  Dulan,  the  un- 
fortunate Archbishop  of  Aries.     Difierent,  indeed, 
were  the  objects  of  Talleyrand's  contemplation,  as 
he  passed  along  the  flowery  banks  of  Elysium,  from 
those  he  had  witnessed   on  the   borders  of  Phlege- 
thon.     Pure  rills    frushimj  from   their  rose-fringed 
fountams,  "  on  orient  pearls  and  sands  ot  gold," 
bubbled  along  in  mazy  wantonness  ;  thousands  o) 
cool  and  pleasant  arbours  rose,  in  blooming   tufts, 
;  on  every  side  : — Not  a  grove  but  had  some  new  and 
captivating  beauty  ;  not  a  mead  but  v.'as  impurpled 
with  the  violet  or  flushed  with  the  carnation  : — The 
voice   of  ecstacy    warbled  from    every   bush;  the 
famile  of  celestial  joy    glittered  on   every    counte- 
nance: — "  The  scene    shone  bright   with    bliss  j" 
and  cverv  thing  seemed  to  give  evidence  that  it 
was  the  "  Place 

« 

*<  Where  mischiefs«  never  fly,  cares  never  come 
With  wrinkled  brow,  nor  anguish,  nor  disease, 
!Nor  malice  forky-tongucd." 

As 
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As  our  author,  in  this  part  of  his  performance,  is 
rather  interesting,  it  is  with  pleasure  we  lay  it  be- 
fore our  readers.  It  mav  be  considered  as  no  unfa- 
vourable  specimen  of  his  serious  poetr)'. 

There,   rage  no  storms  ;   the  sun  diffuses  there 
His  temper'd  beams,  thro'  skies  for  ever  fair. 
There  gentler  airs,  o'er  brakes  of  myrtle  blow, 
Hills  greener  rise  and  purer  waters  flow; 
There  bud  the  woodbine  and  the  jes'mine  pale, 
With  every  bloom  that  scen'sthe  morning  gale; 
While  thousand  melting  sounds  the;. breezesjbear,;' 
In  silken  dalliance,  to  tne  dreaming  car,  -.ifi,  i.  ;ii' 
And  golden  fruits,  mid  shadowy  blossoms,  shine, 
In  fields  immortal  and  in  groves  divine. 
As  onward,  through  thcjovful  plains  he  goes, 
Th'  apostate  priest  no  touch  of  comtort  knows.  -/ 
The  sight  of  sainted  souls  in  pleasure  laid,  -q 

By  ev'ry  stream,  and  bless'd  in  every  shade,       " 
Jovs  which  his  guilty  soul  must  never  share,         ^ 
His  spirit  plung'd  in  comfortless  despair. 
E'en  then  when  mem'ry  shew'd  his  evcrv  slq, 
When  all  was  darkness  aud  remorse  within. 
His  martyr  guide  directs  his  trembling  eyes 
To  where  his  monarch's  peaceful  refuge  lies; 
Where  in  the  centre  of  a  blooming  wood. 
Immortal   Louis  rests,   the  mild  and  good, 
A  crown  he  wore,  by  angel  fingers  made  ; 
Around  his  head  ccrlestial  glories  play'd  ; 
In  wreathes  of  light  his  radiant  linibs  were  drest. 
And  transport  harbour'd  in  his  holy  breast. 
Close  by  his  side,  in  beauty's  pride,  was  seen, 
His  life's  last  thought,  his  gentle,  faithful  Queen . 
In  bowers  of  bliss,  like  the  tirst  pair,  they  play," 
Or,  hand  in  hand,  pursue  their  flow'ry  way. 
A  sight  like  this,  to  keener  pangs  consign'd 
The  quivering  texture  of  his  blasted  mind  ; 
When  thus  his  guide  :  •'  Behold  that  lovely  pair, ' 
Whose  lives  were  fauldess  as  their  lot  is  fair  ; 
Whose  inn'cent  blood  by  ruffian  hands  was  shed, 
Who  caU'd  no  curses  on  their  murd'rer's  head  : — 
These  were  thy  Sov'reigns,  Priest;  the  blood  of  these 
No  charms  can  silence,  and  no  prayers  appeasfe  j- 
It  mounts,  like  incense,  to  the  eternal  throne, 
.And  brings  the  judgments  of  th' Almighty  down. 

K  3  Quick 
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Quick  flies  the  time,  the  rapid  hours  advance 
That  wing  the  dreadful  destiny  of  France  : 
Her  race,  her  horrid  race  of  crime  is  run  ; 
Beneath  th'  horizon  sinks  her  bloody  sun  ; 
T'he  cloud-built  turrets  of  her  pride  decay  ; 
Their  evening  crimson  fades  in  gloom  away  ; 
Fierce  portents  blaze,  and  to  the  world  declare 
The  last  sad  night  of  Anarch's  fell  c;irccr. 

The  time  has  been,  ere  scribbling  knaves  begun 
To  claim  more  rights  than  God  design'd  tor  nian  ; 
To  teach  mankind  that  passion  never  strays  ; 
That  human  nature's  just  in  all  her  ways: 
That  Christian  laws  are  ludicrously  nice, 
And  sweet,  oh  !  sweet's  the  downy  bed  of  vice: — 
Ere  convict  thieves,  at  their  own  fate  amaz'd, 
Were  fiom  the  gallows  to  the  pulpit  rais'd  ; 
Ere,  in  the  face  of  guilt-annoying  day. 
The  morher  play'd  to  shew  her  child  the  way  ; 
Ere  the  son  pluck'd  the  hoary  father's  beard ; 
Ere  beggars  reign'd,  and  beggars'  trulls  were  feai'd  ; 
While  Paris,  yet,  could  plead  her  virtuous  ten, 
And  prayers  sincere  were  mutter'd  now  and  then  : — 
The  time  has  been,  that  gave  the  rustic  throng 
Their  evening  ballet,  and  their  morning  song. 
E'en  Paris,  then,  her  harmless  joys  could  boast ; 
Who  was  most  upright,  then,  was  honour'd  most ; 
And  no  vile  blush  our  gratefal  cheeks  o'erspread 
To  ask  a  blessing  on  our  Monarch's  head. 
In  those  good  days  it  was  not  strange  to  bend. 
With  cordial  friendship,  o'er  a  bleeding  friend  ; 
To  see  a  foe  in  cureless  anguish  lay. 
And  smooth'd  his  pillow  as  he  pass'd  away. 
Then,  want  was  furnish'd  with  the  means  to  Kve, 
For  men  had  hearts  to  feel,  and  hands  to  give  ; 
Then  wealth  dispens'd  what  happiness  it  could. 
To  taste  the  luxury  of  doing  good  : 
Then  beauty  wept  at  sympathy's  command. 
And  love  was  then  no  stranger  in  the  land. 
Tell  me,  false  Autun,  what  has  France  obtain'd 
3n  lieu  of  these  ;  what  great  advantage  gain'd. 
With  all  your  new  illumination  fir'd, 
"With  licence  bless'd,  with  sacrilege  inspir'd ; 
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With  venerable  piles  in  ruin  laid, 
By  village  tales  the  wood  god's  dwelling  made  ; 
With  all  the  hamlet's  sweet  delights  o'erthrown  ; 
With  flocks  undone,  and  pious  pastors  flown  , 
With  knaves  carousing  where  the  poor  were  fed  ; 
With  ev'ry  gen'rous,  social  virtue  dead  ; 
With  all  these  bltrssings  added  to  your  store, — 
Say,  are  you  better,  happier  than  before  r 

W^e  are  sony  the  extent  of  our  plan  will  not  suf- 
fer us  to  give  the  whole  of  this  passage  ;  but  we 
will  select  from  it  that  part  whicli  particularly  re- 
fers to  America.  Atter  Talleyrand  became  assured 
of  the  final  triumph  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
restoration  ot  monarchy  in  France,  he  was  soli- 
citous to  know  in  what  manner  the  difference  with 
America  would  terminate  ;  as  he  had  still  hopes  of 
getting  a  crop  from  her,  before  he  should  be  obliged 
to  resign  the  task,  of  renting  out  the  globe  to  other 
hands.  It  was  true,  she  had  been  kicked  and 
bruised  with  too  little  ceremony,  and  it  was  said 
she  was  preparing  to  kick  in  her  turn  ;  but  this  re- 
j)ort  seemed  to  Talleyrand  rather  problematical,  in- 
asmuch as  she  had  been  cuffed  for  many  years  with- 
out resentment,  complaint,  or  even  a  murmur.  He, 
iiowever,  wished  to  try  if  her  back  was  absolutely 
up,  whether,  a  little  affected  humiliation,  and  sor- 
row for  the  past,  would  not  happily  restore  him  once 
more  to  her  confidence.     Dulau  answers : 

Go.  more  than  demon,  go,  resume  thy  art : 
Go,  plead  repentance,  and  a  contrite  heart ; 
Go,  let  aff'ection  glitter  through  a  tear ; 
Go,  proffer  peace  ; — the  peaceful  land  will  hear. 
While  sordid  commerce  hugs  her  mangled  trade ; 
While  public  fame  a  slave  to  gold  is  made  ; 
While  thefts  and  insults  only  touch  the  breast 
With  grief  for  some  and  hope  to  savetlie  rest, 
Tho'  but  two  fractions  of  the  whole  remain. 
Who  pleads  for  peace  will  never  plead  in  vain. 
Go,  for  Columbia  waits,  with  anxious  eyes, 
To  see  thee  smile,  an  easy,  willing  prize : 
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The  gates  of  Janus  there  are  ever  barr'd  ; 
Thou'rt  sure  to  triumph,  though  the  terms  are  hard. 
And  when  the  flattering  league  of  friendship's  made. 
When  every  httle  fear  in  peace  is  laid  ; 
When,  wrapp'd  in  specious  rest,  they  bless  their  lot. 
The  future  fair,  and  all  the  past  forgot, 
Then  cut  the  mounds  of  failion's  lawless  flood. 
And  drench  another  land  in  tears  and  blood. 
Infatuate  men,  ah!  what  avails  your  ioast, 
Your  rising  navy,  and  your  guarded  coast, 
Your  hosts  of  patriot  youth,  in  arms  array 'd: — 
*Tis,  all,  the  wretched  shadow  of  a  sliade. 
For  soon  the  spoiler  comes  *'  with  wanton  wiles, 
With  quips,  and  cranks,  and  nods,  and  wreathed  smiles," 
Disarms  your  vengeance,  stays  the  lifted  blow, 
And  lays  your  freedom  and  your  honour  low. 
Fo  the  poor  girl  whose  bold  seducer  flies 
With  steps  too  rude  to  seize  the  virgin  prize, 
Frowns  on  the  wretch  who  dar'd  invade  her  charms. 
And  all  her  injur'd  feelings  rush  to  arms: 
But  soon  return'd,  he  drops  an  artful  tear, 
And  pours  his  plaintive  sorrows  in  her  ear, 
Till  treacherous  love  admits  the  wily  cheat, 
And  stamps  her  ruin  and  her  shame  complete. 
So  Satan  once  with  ♦'  diplomatic  skill," 
RusH'd   through  the  tangles  of  the  sacred  hill, 
Beguild'd  the  truth  oi  Adarn's  honest  mind, 
And  nall'd  the  yoke  of  mischief  on  mankind. 
Infatuate  men  !  while  clouds  invest  the  air. 
You  fondly  dream  to-morrow  will  be  fair: 
Still  careless  on  the  same  dull  road  you  stray, 
Nor  heed  the  stormy  dangers  of  the  way  ; 
With  you  the  frolic  and  the  feast  is  found. 
The  chariot  rattles  and  the  glass  goes  round  : 
You  still  can  truck  your  wares,  and  go  to  bed 
With  some  new  speculation  in  your  head  ; 
Still  strut  the  'Change  with  haberdasher  pride  ; 
Still  count  the  profits,  and  the  gain  divide  j 
Still  take  the  breakfast  paper,  and  explore 
The  advertising  columns  o'er  and  o'er ; 
Ap.l,  if  the  tale,  should  meet  your  listless  glance^ 
,    Of  some  new  land  a  prey  to  bloody  France, 
You  still  can  look  at  home,  with  vast  content, 
And  underwrite  the  state  for  one  per  cent. 


Such 
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Such  was  the  prophetic  spirit  of  our  author  when 
engaged  in  this  truly  curious  little  work.  And 
what  can  we  say  of  his  predictions?  are  they  not 
the  offspring  of  a  sickly  imagination  brooding  over 
its  own  misfortunes  ?  meteors  ot  a  stagnant  mind, 
the  victim  of  a  sedentary  life  ?  Surely,  surely, 
America,  after  her  long  suffering,  is  not  at  last  to 
be  drafTfrcd  into  the  vortex  of  revolutionary  miserv. 
And  vet — — 


I  JANUARY,  1800. 

i 

j  To  the  Subscribei's-  to  this  Gazette  *. 

I  Gentlemen, 

Agreeably  to  my  notification,  made  by  advcr- 
v-crtisement,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  I  now  address  to 
you  the  farewell  number  of  Porcupine's  Ga- 
zette, 

Remembering,  as  you  must,  my  solemn  promise 
to  quit  Pennsylvania,  in  case  my  old  democratic 
Judge,  MACK  KEAN,  should  be  elected  Go- 
vernor ;  and  knowing,  as  you  now  do,  that  he  is 
elected  to  that  office,  there  are,  I  trust,  very  few 
of  you,  who  will  be  surprized  to  find,  that  I  am  no 
longer  in  that  degraded  and  degrading  State. 

My  removal  from  Philadelphia  to  New- York 
would  certainly  be  sufficient  apology  for  the  sus- 
pension of  my  paper  from  the  26th  of  October 
(when  the  last  number  was  published)  to  this  time  ; 
and,  were  I  inclined  to  resume  and  continue  it,  I 
am  persuaded  it  would,  by  the  far  greater  part  of 
you,  be  honoured  with  a  welcome  appropriate  to 
the  return  of  an  absent  friend  ;  but,  the  renewal  of 
this  intercourse  between   us,  pleasing  as  it  would 

be 

-■- — — 

*  This  was  published  at  New-York. 
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be  to  me  also,  under  otiicr   circunis':anccs,  cannot 
take  place,  either  now  or  at  any  future  time. 

My  Gazette,  Gentlemen,  instead  of  bein*;  a 
mine  of  gold  to  me,  as  it  has  generally  been  sup- 
posed, has  never  yielded  me  a  fardiing  of  clear 
profit,  and,  therefore,  in  laying  it  down,  I  lose 
nothing  but  a  most  troublesome  and  weighty  burthen. 
I  must  confess,  however,  that  this  consideration  was 
no  inducement  to  the  step  I  ha\e  taken,  (rain  was 
never,  in  any  situation  of  life,  a  primary  object  with 
me.  The  other  branches  of  my  business  enabled  me 
to  support  the  loss  incurred  by  the  publication  of  my 
paper,  and  it  was  my  intention,  even  after  I  had 
fully  ascertained  and  sensibly  felt  the  unproductive- 
ness of  it,  to  continue  it  till  the  month  of  March 
1801  ;  but,  as  this  intention  was  founded  entirely 
on  my  persuasion  of  the  public  utilify  of  the  conti- 
nuation, it  fell,  of  course,  the  moment  that  per- 
suasion was  removed  from  my  mind. 

I  began  my  editorial  career  with  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  Admns,  and  my  principal  object  was  to  render     | 
his  administration   all  the  assistance  in   my   power.     \ 
I  looked  upon,  him  as  a  stately,  well-armed  vessel, 
sailing  on  an  expedition  to  combat  and  destroy  the     jj 
fatal  influence  of  French  intrigue  and  French  prin-    ij 
ciples,  and  I  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  ac- 
companying him  through  the  voyage,  and  of  par- 
taking, in  a  trifling  degree,  of  tlie  glory  of  the  en- 
terprise ;    but    he    suddenly  tacked   about,  and   I 
could  follow  him  no  longer. 

For  ?i  first-rater,  like  Mr.  Adams,  to  beat  up  in 
the  very  teeth  of  former  maxims,  professions,  and 
declarations,  might,  for  aught  I  knew,  be  not  only 
safe  and  prudent,  but  magnanimous  also  in  the 
subllmest  degree ;  but,  for  a  poor  little  cock-boat, 
like  me,  rigged  only  for  a  right  forward  course,  to 
attempt  to  imitate  the  adventurous  manoeuvre 
would  have  been  the  very  extreme  of  vanity  and 

presumption. 
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presumption,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  to  continue 
my  course  alone  would  have  been  dangerous,  use- 
less and  absurd ;  I  therefore  waited  for  the  first  fair 
opportunity  to  haul  down  my  sails,  to  lie  to,  and 
quietly  to  contemplate  the  retreating  commodore, 
surrounded  with  my  more  versatile  companions, 
whose  happy  construction  enabled  them  to  yield 
obedience  to  every  signal  and  lu  trim  to  every 
breeze. 

AVhile,  however,  I  most  heartily  congratulate 
mv  brethren  on  the  pliability  of  their  principles, 
nnd  the  consequent  respectability  of  their  situation ; 
while  I,  admiring,  behold  with  what  speed  and 
address  they  retrace  their  route,  and  congratulate 
them  on  the  approach  of  the  time  when  they  are  to 
receive  a  pardon  from  the  much-abused  Talleyrand 
and  the  other  rulers  of  the  yet  dear  sister  republic  ; 
while  I  thus  cordially  bestow  on  tliem  my  congra- 
tulations, there  are  some  few  things,  on  which  I 
humbly  presume,  I  may  be  permitted  to  congratu- 
late myself.  Yes,  I  must  congratulate  myself  on 
having  established  a  paper,  carried  it  to  a  circula- 
tion unparalleled  in  extent,  and  preserved  this  cir- 
culation to  the  last  number,  without  the  aid  of 
any  of  those  base  and  parasitical  arts,  by  which 
patronage  to  American  newspapers  is  generally  ob- 
tained and  preserved  ; — I  congratulate  mvself  on 
having,  in  the  progress  of  this  paj)er,  uniformlv 
supported,  with  all  my  feeble  powers,  the  cause  of 
true  religion,  sound  morality,  good  government 
and  real  liberty  ; — I  congratulate  myself  on  never 
having,  in  a  single  instance,  been  the  sycophant  of 
the  Sovereign  People,  and  on  having  persisted,  in 
spite  of  calumny,  threats,  prosecutions  and  violence, 
trom  the  one  side,  and  of  praises,  promises,  and 
caresses,  from  the  other — in  spite  of  the  sava^fe 
hoxdings  of  the  Sans-Culottes  and  the  wot/ii/ia 
serenades  of  the  Federalists  (for  I  have  heard 

both 
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both  under  my  window) ; — I  congratulate  myself  on 
having,  in  spite  of  all  these,  persisted  in  openly 
and  unequivocally  avowing  my  attachment  to  my 
native  country  and  my  allegiance  to  my  king  ; — and, 
with  still  greater  pride  I  congratulate  myself  on  be- 
ing the  first,  and,  perhaps  the  only  man,  who,  since 
the  revolution,  has,  in  open  court,  refused  to  take 
shelter  under  the  title  of  a'fizen,  and  demanded 
justice  as  a  subject  of  King  GeoTge  ; — finally,  I  con- 
gratulate myself  on  having  the  entire  approbation 
of  every  man  of  sense,  candour  and  integritv,  the 
disapprobation  of  every  fool,  the  hatred  of  every 
vialignaiit  Vv-hig,  and  the  curse  of  every  villain. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  oblifjed 
And  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  COBBETT- 


RUSH  andhis./Zre  thousand  dollars  having  made 
a  sreat  noise,  I  think  it  necessary  to  sav  a  word  or 
two  on  the  subject  here,  though  I  mtend  shortly  to 
publish  a  very  ample  account  of  the  whole  affair. 

IVIost  of  my  readers  will  remember,  that,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  yellow  fever  of  1793,  the 
wild  and  novel  practice  of  bleeding  a  patient  five 
or  six  times  a  day,  and  plying  him,  at  the  same 
time,  with  doses  of  calomel  or  mercurial  purges, 
became  the  subjectof  very  warm  discussion  amongst 
the  medical  men  of  Philadelphia.  At  the  head  of 
the  sticklers  for  this  practice  (whom»  to  avoid  cir- 
cumlocution, I  shall  call  the  jB/ar/e;-^)  was  Doctor 
Benjamin  Rush.  Indeed,  the  practice  oi^iginated 
with  Rush,  unless  we  believe  that  such  a  man  as 
Doctor  Sangrado  really  existed  and  practised  phy- 
sic ;  for  in  the  works  of  no  other  medical  writer 
could  Rush  find  a  sanction  to  his  practice,  and  it  is 

well 
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known,  that  every  eminent  physician  in  Philadel- 
phia, Khun,  ^Vistar,  Stevens,  Hodge,  Monges, 
Cuvrie,  &c.  Sec.  totally  disapproved  of  it. 

In  the  dispute  of  1793  Rush  was  fairly  defeated, 
notwithstanding  he  wrote  more  in  the  several  news- 
papers than  all  the  other  phvsicians  put  together, 
r.ad  notwithstanding  he  plyed  his  "  ckar  Philadcl- 
phians,''  his  "  dtar  felloro  citizens,''  with  more  than 
r.uantiim  sufficit  of  that  oily  lingo  for  which  he  has 
long  been  renowned.     His  "  dear  fellow  citizens'* 
loved  coaxing  w^ell  enough,  but  thev  loved  life  bet- 
ter.    Still  resolved,  however,  not  to  acknowledge 
himself  in  an  error,  but  to  support  his  practice  if 
possible,  he  stepped  till  the  tever  Vv'as   over,    and 
then,  like  the  famous  physician  of  Valladolid,  he 
xcrote  a  book.     The  book  produced  no  more  effect 
than  the  newspaper  essays ;  men  could  not  be  per- 
suaded that  "  bleeding  almost  to  death,"  was  likely 
to  save   lire  ;  and  bleeding   and    mercurial  purges 
became  the  subject  of  general  dread. 

When,  therefore,  the  yellow  fever  again  broke 
out  in    1797,  Rush  and  his  pupils  (who  were  the 
only  persons  that  follovv-ed  the  practice)  found  very 
little  to  do.     The  leader  recommenced  writing  in 
the  newspapers,  but  with  somewhat  less  confidence 
and  more  caution  than  formerlv.     He  did  not   (ex- 
cept in  a  few  instances)   address  himself  directli)  to 
his  "  dear  fclloiu-citixens,''   but  published    letters, 
sent  to  him  by  his  brethren  of  the    lancet  practice, 
giving  accounts  of  the  great   cures  wrought   by 
bleeding  and  mercurial  purges,  which  latter   were 
sometimes   called  Bush's  powders,  in   imitation,  it 
was  naturally  supposed,  of  those  great  inventors  of 
wonder-working  nostrums  who  dwell  in  and  about 
the  cityof  London. — Sometimes  a  letter  from  Rush 
to  some  other  of  the  learned  tribe  would   appear, 
preceded  by  a  letter  requesting  information  respect- 
ing his  mode  of  practice.     On  these  occasions  the 
grand  master  of  the  art  seldom  failed  to  expatiate 

largely 
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largely  on  the  virtue  of  his  remedies  and  on  the 
success  of  their  .ipplication,  alwavs  taking  care  to 
throw  in  a  due  portion  of  compHment  to  the  skill 
of  his  correspondent,  and  of  tender  solicitude  for  the 
welfare  of  his  "  dear  counfrj/uien"  and  "  dcarfel- 
lozo  citizens.'"  To  such  a  length  were  these  syste- 
matic endeavours  for  pushing  the  practice  into 
vogue  carried,  that  there  sometimes  appeared  in 
print  letters  written  to,  and  answers  received  from, 
physicians  dwelling  in  the  same  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, men  with  whom  Rush  was  most  intimate, 
and  with  whom  he  conversed  probably  ten  times  a 
day.  What  neccs^itv  was  there  for  such  men  to 
xcrite  to  each  other  r  What  could  they  write  but  for 
the  express  purpose  of  publishing  their  letters  in 
the  papers  ?  And  what  object  could  they  have  in 
view,  in  these  indirect  addresses  to  the  public, 
but  that  of  extolling  their  own  practice,  of  advan- 
cing tlicir  own  fame,  and  increasing  their  ov/n  pro- 
mts r  And,  if  this  be  not  PITTING,  if  it  does  not 
resemble  the  conduct  of  QUACKS,  I  beg  the 
learned  brethren  of  the  lancet  to  tell  me  what 
it  is. 

These  attempts  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
*'  dear  Pldladclphians,'"  did  not,  however,  pass  un=- 
])erceived.  Many  gentlemen  of  Piiiladelphia  (not 
physicians)  expressed  to  me  their  dread  ot  the 
practice  and  their  indignation  at  the  arts  that  were 
made  use  ol  to  render  it  prevalent.  They  thought,, 
and  not  without  reason,  that  it  was  lawful,  just,  and 
lair  to  employ  a  newspaper  in  decr^'ing  what  other 
newspapers  had  been  employed  to  extol.  In  fact,. 
I  wanted  very  little  persuasion  to  induce  me  to 
combat  the  commendations  of  a  practice,  which  I 
had  always  looked  upon  as  a  scourge  to  the  city  in 
which  1  lived  ;  but  this  practice,  and  the  wild  opi- 
nions of  the  inventor  and  his  followers,  really  ap- 
peared 
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peared  to  me  to  be  too  preposterous,  too  glaringly 
Libsurd,  to  merit  serious  animadversion;  while, 
therefore,  I  admitted  the  sober  refutations  of  tho6e 
medical  g-entlemen  who  thoutrht  Rush  worth  their 
notice,  I  confined  myselt  to  sfj?aa.\',  puns,  ep!gram<! 
and  quotations  from  Gil  Bias.  In  this  petite  gucnr 
I  h?-d  an  excellent  auxiUary  in  Mr.  Fenno,  jan. 
Never  was  a  paper  war  carried  on  with  greater  ac- 
tivity and  perseverance,  or  crowned  with  more  com- 
plete success.  It  began  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, and,  before  October  was  nearly  ended, 
-'  bleeding;  almost  to  D llATII,"  imd  calomel {RusWs 
powders]  were  the  standing  jests  ot  the  town.  Rush 
suppressed  his  mortification  tor  a  good  while  ;  he 
seemed  to  sa\'  that  it  was  beneath  a  great  physician, 
and  a  member  of  the  learned  philosophical  society  of 
Philadelphia,  to  be  rufiled  at  what  a  couple  of  low 
nev/s-mongers  could  say ;  but,  at  last,  after  having 
felt  him  nearlv  all  over,  we  hit  upon  his  soft  place, 
and  there  we  did  so  stins:  and  2:oad  him  that  he 
finally  became  halt  trantic,  and  ran  about  the 
streets  vowing  vengeance.  Ilis  furv,  however, 
soon  gave  v/ay  to  the  meek  and  christian  propen- 
sity, which  he  is  said  to  inherit  from  a  pious  matron 
v^'ho  once  sold  apples  and  drams  at  the  corner  of  Se- 
cond-street, and  so,  like  Nicodemus  Broadbrim,  in 
Foote's  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks,  he  "  sent  for  a 
*'  sinful  vnin  in  the  flesh,  called  an  Attorney,  topre- 
"  pare  a  parchment  and  carry  us  unto  judgment^ 

That  this  man,  who  had  promulgated  his  opi- 
nions and  extolled  his  practice  in  paragraphs, 
letters,  pamphlets,  and  books  without  number,  and 
who  had,  in  these  various  publications,  ridiculed, 
decried  and  abused  both  the  practice  and  the  per- 
sons ot  his  opponents;  that  this  man  should  have 
the  audacity  to  appeal  to  the  law  for  a  protection 
from  the  hostility  of  the  press,  astonished  every 
body;  and,  though  it  was  clearly  perceived,  th'.t 

he 
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he  never  would  have  made  the  appeal  but  with  the 
certitude  ot  being  able  to  bring  the  cause  before  a 
judge  notoriously  inimical  to  the  defendants,  yet  no 
one  imagined,  that  he  would  ever  dare  to  pursue 
the  matter  to  a  trial.  "  A  jury,''  said  they,  "  let 
*'  Mack  Kean  say  what  he  will,  there  will  always 
"  be  ajiin/io  protect  you  from  his  malice."  I  al- 
ways had  my  doubts,  however,  that  Rush,  that  the 
sleek-headed  saint-looking  Rush,  knew  the  judges, 
and  juries  too,  better  than  my  friends  did,  and  the 
result  has,  at  last,  proved,  that  my  doubts  were 
but  too  well  founded. 

'I'he  suit  against  Air.  Fenno  (of  which  I  shall  say 
more  another  time)  was  dropped,  he  was  an  Ame- 
rican, and  mine  was  put  off  from  court  to  court  for 
upwards  of  two  years,  when  a  favourable  juncture  | 
of  circumstances  encouraged  the  plaintift' to  bring 
it  on,  and  when,  for  the  publication  of  a  string  of 
sqitibs,  in  which  no  man  ol  candour  will  be  able  to 
discover  any  thing  malicious  or  libellous,  a  Phila- 
delphlan  court  and  jury,  on  the  14th  of  December,. 
adjudged  me  to  pay  the  enormous  sum  of  FIVE, 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

A  minute  account  of  this  prosecution  in  all  its 
stages,  of  the  conduct  of  Rush,  of  the  court,  of 
the  lawyers,  the  evidences,  and  of  the  jury,  toge- 
ther with  certain  curious  anecdotes  respecting  the 
parties  who  have  acted  the  most  conspicuous  parts 
in  the  transaction,  all  tending  to  ascertain  the  real 
cause  of  the  decision  against  me,  w^ill  be  the  sub- 
ject of  a  pamphlet.  I  have  immortalized  the  De- 
mocratic  Judge  in  every  country  where  the  English 
language  is  spoken,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  do  the 
sanTe  by  thtfafher-in-lazv  of  ARNOLD  (Shippen) 
and  the  twelve  soveyriiiii  citizensy  who  so  cheartullv 
obeyed  the  dictates  of  his  charge. 

I  cannot  help,  however,  giving  some  account  here 
.of  the  prosecutor's  conduct  subsequent  to  the  trial. 
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So  eager  was  the  meek  and  humane  Doctor  Rush  to 
touch  the  profits  of  his  long  and  unwearied  labours, 
that,    in  a   very  few  hours  after  the   verdict  was 
given,  he  sent  off  expresses  to  execute  the  judg- 
ment at  New- York  ;  and,  that  the  high  spirit  and 
dignity  oi  the  family  might  be  preserved,  his  sojiy 
who  is  a  Iaw)'er,  was  packed  off  on  the  errand.     It 
was  reported,  in  the    malicious   city  of  Philadel- 
phia, that  he  had  seized  me  and  put  me  in  jail ; 
but  the  fact  was,    that,  fast  as  he  rode,   my  friends 
rode  faster,  and,  though  I  had  plenty  of  time  to  go 
off,  bail  was  ready  for  them  before  they  asked  it 
This,  it  seems,  provoked  them   exceedingly ;  for, 
upon  tlie  return  of  the  bum-bailiff  lawyer,  they  sent 
the  sheriff  to  fasten  upon  the  effects,  w^hich  I  had 
advertised  for  sale   in  my  house  at  Philadelphia; 
they  lodged  an   attachment  in  the  hands   of  Mr. 
Alorgan,  my  agent  in  that  city  ;  they  hunted  out 
my  clerk,  who  was  left  at  Philadelphia  to  collect 
debts,  and  attached  all  that   he   might  have  or  re- 
ceive belonging  to   me ;  nay,  they  had  the  unpa- 
ralleled meanness  to  go  out  to  Bustleton  and  lodge 
attachments  with  every  one  wliom  they  suspected 
to    have  a  horse,  a   cow,  a  dog,  or   any  thing  ol 
mine  in  his'  possession, — They   have  since  made  s. 
sale  ot  the  propcrtv  they  found  in  my  house,  where, 
amidst  the  exulting  yells  of  the  sovereign  people, 
they   sold,  for   about  four  hundred  dollars,   whar 
ought  to  have  brought  niiw  hundred  or  a  thousand. 
At  this  sale  was  exhibited  every  trait  of  the  cow- 
ardly Philadelphia   malice.      The   hanging   ot  Ro- 
berts and  Carlisle  did  not  excite  more  unequivocal 
expressions  of  triumph.      The    sovereign   citizens 
i  took  printer's  ink  and  drew  the  picture  of  the  devil 
<jn  the  door  of  the  house  ;  they  even  bit  the  presses 
with  their  teeth  by  w^ay  of  revenge  for  what  tlie 
poor  innocent  things  had  done.     Methinks  I  hear 
the  reader  say :  **  It   is  well   iion  were  not  there, 
VOL.  XI.  L  Peter  r 
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Peter  !"— Not  at  all.  I  know  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple of  Philadelphia ;  I  have  vs'intered  them  and 
summered  them,  as  the  man  said  by  his  hogs,  and 
I  know  them  to  be  at  once  the  most  malicious  and 
most  cowardly  race  in  existence. 

Under  other  circumstances,  it  would  have  been 
extremelv  mortifying  to  me  to  have  n\\j  goods  sold  by 
the  sheriff';  but,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  it  was  no 
mortification  at  all.  Indeed,  I  was  pleased  at  it, 
as  it  furnished  the  sovereigns  with  a  good  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  themselves  the  partisans  of  Rush 
and  the  enemies  of  Porcupine.  The  only  thing  on 
account  of  which  I  regretted  the  seizure  and  at- 
tachments, was,  the  delay  thereby  occasioned  in  the 
discharge  of  some  few  demands  against  me  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. I  owed  about  800  dollars  when  I  rame 
away,  while  the  debts  which  I  left  to  be  collected, 
amounted  to  about  2,500.  By  attaching  the  mo- 
ney which  my  clerk  should  collect,  the  payment  of 
the  800  dollars  has  been  delayed ;  but  the  gentle- 
men, to  whom  this  money  is  due,  may  rest  assured 
of  receiving  full  payment  before  the  1st  day  of  Fe- 
bruary. In  fact,  they  want  no  assurance  of  this 
kind  ;  they  know  well  that  I  am  NO  PENNSYL- 
VANIAN. 

.   I  should  here  take  my  leave  of  this  subject  for' 
the  present,  hwt  a  fact  respecting  Rush's  practice' 
(that  sublime  practice,  that  infaUible  art,  for  ridi- 
culing which  I  am  to  pay  5,000  dollars)  has  just] 
fallen  in  my  way,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  such  impor- 
tance, that  I  cannot  delay  mentioning  it  for  a  single 
moment.     This  tact  is,  indeed,  a  most  serious  one, 
and  must  deeply  interest  the  feelings  of  every  Ame- 
rican, as  being  very  closely    connected  with    an' 
event  which    has    plunged    the    whole    nation  in 
mourning.     The  reader  will  easily  perceive,  that  I 
the   event,  to  which  I  allude,  is  THE  DEATPf 
OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON,    and,  if  hef 

has 
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attended  to  the  report  of  the  physicians,  he  will  as 
easily  perceive,  that  their  treatment  of  the  deceased 
was  in  precise  conformity  to  the  practice  of  Rash  ; 
but  lest  this  report  should  have  escaped  his  notice,  I 
.lere  insert  it  at  lentjth,  as  I  find  it  in  the  New- 
York  Daily  Advertiser  of  the  30th  of  December. 

"  Some  time  in  the  night  of  Friday,  the  13th 

"  inst.  having  been  exposed  to  a  rain  on  the  pre- 

•'  ceding  day,  Gqxi.  Washington,  was  attacked 

"  with  an  inuammatory  affection  of  the  upper  part 

''  of  the  wind-pipe  called  in  technical  language, 

•    Cijnanciie  trachcalis.      The  disease    commenced 

"  with    a  violent    ague,  accompanied  with  some 

'  pain  in  the  upper  and  fore  part  of  the  throat, 

•'  a  sense   of  stricture  in  the  same  part,  a  cough, 

''  and  a  dithcult  rather  than  a  painful  deglutition, 

"  which  were  soon  succeeded  by  a  fever  and  a 

"  quick  and  laborious  respiration.     The  necessity 

''  of  blood-letting  suggesting  itself  to  the  General 

''  he  procured  A  BLEEDER  in  the  neighbour- 

"  hood,    wlio   took    from  his  arm,    in  the  niglit, 

'  twelm:  or  fourteen  ounces  of 

'  BLOOD:  he  would  not  by  any  means  be  pre- 
vailed upon  by  the  family  to  send  for  the  at- 
tending phvsician  till  the  following  morning, 
who  arrived  at  Jvfount  Vernon  at  about  eleven 
o'clock  on  Saturday.  Discovering  the  case  to 
be  highly  alarming,  and  foreseeing  the  fatal 
tendency  of  the  disease,  two  consulting  physi- 
cians were  immediately  sent  for,  who  arrived, 
one  at  half  alter  three,  the  other  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  alternoon :  in  the  interim  w^ere  employed 
TWO  COi^OUS  BLEEDINGS,  a  blister  was 
applied  to  the  part  affected,  two  moderate  doses 
ot  CALOMEL  were  given,  and  an  injection 
v/as  administered,  which  operated  on  the  lower 
intestines — but  all   without    any  perceptible  ad- 

L  J.  vantage  ; 
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"  vantage  ;  the  respiration  becoming   still   more 
"  difficult  and  distressing. 

"  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  first  of  the  consulting 
"  physicians,  it  was   agreed,  as  there   was  yet  no 
"  signs  of  accumulation  in  the  bronchial  vessels  of 
"  the   lungs,   to  try  the    result    of    ANOTHER 
*'  BLEEDING,    when  about   32  OUNCES  OF 
"  BLOOD  were  drawn,  w  ithout  the  smallest  ap- 
"  parent  alleviation   of  the   disease.     Vapours   of 
"  vinegar    and    water    frequently    inhaled,  TEN 
"  GRAINS   OF  CALOMEL  were   given,  suc- 
"  ceeded  by  REPEATED  DOSES  OF  EMETIC 
"  TARTAR,    amounting    in    all  to    five    or    six 
"  grains,  with  no  other  effect  than  a  copious  dis- 
"  charge    from  the    bowels.' — The  powers  of  life 
"  seemed  now  manifestly  yielding  to  the  force  of 
''  the  disorder.     Blisters  were  applied  to  the  ex- 
"  tremitics,  together  with  a  cataplasm  of  bran  and 
"  vinegar    to    the    throat.' — Speaking,  which  was 
"  painful  from  the  beginning,  now  became  almost 
"  impracticable;  respiration  grew  more  and  more 
"  contracted  and  imperfect,  till  attcr  eleven  o'clock 
"  on  Saturday  night,  retaining  the   full  possession 
"  of  his  intellect,    when    he — expired,  xvilliout  a 
"  struggle! 

"  He  was  fully  impressed  at  the  beginning  of 
*'  his  complaint  as  well  as  through  every  succced- 
"  ing  stage  of  it,  that  its  conclusion  would  be 
"  mortal;  submitting  to  the  several  exertions  made 
for  his  recovery  rather  as  a  duty,  than  from  any 
expectation  of  their  efiicacy.  He  considered 
"  the  operation  of  death  upon  his  system  as  coeval 
"  with  the  disease ;  and  several  hours  before  his 
decease,  after  repeated  efforts  to  be  understood, 
succeeded  in  expressing  a  desire,  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  die  without  interruption. 
"  Dm'ing  the  short  period  of  his  illness,  he  eco- 
nomized Ijis  time  in  the  arrangement  of  such  few 

''  con 
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*^  concerns  as  required  his  attention,  with  the  ut- 
"  most  serenity,  and  anticipated  his  approaching 
"  dissolution  with  every  demonstration  of  that 
"  equanimity,  for  Vvhich  his  whole  life  has  been 
"  so  uniformly  and  singularly  conspicuous, 

-  JAMES  CRAIK, 

"  Attending  Physician. 
"  ELISHA  C.  DICK, 

"  Consulting  Physician." 

"  The  signature  of  Doctor  Gustavus  Brown» 
"  of  Port  Tobacca,  who  attended  as  consulting 
"  physician,  on  account  of  the  remoteness  of  his 
"  residence  from  the  place,  has  not  been  procured 
*'  to  the  foregoing-  statement." 

Thus  we  see,  that,  in  the  space  of  about  tzi-enty 
hours,  probably  less,  the  patient  was  bled  four 
times,  and  took  three  doses  of  calomel,  that  is,  of 
mercurii  in  powder.  The  bleeder,  whom  the  Ge- 
neral sent  for,  took  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces  of 
blood,  suppose  it  to  be  only  tv/elve  ounces,  Messrs. 
Craik  and  Dick  say  that  they  next  employed  two 
copious  bleedings,  and  after  that  a  bleeding  of 
thirty- hi'O  omices.  They  do  not  tell  us  the  Weight 
of  the  "  copious  bleedings,"  but,  if  they  were  of 
thirty-two  ounces  each  (and  there  is  not  the  least 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  were  less,)  there  was 
taken  in  all  one  hundred  and  eight  ounces,  which 
is  nine  pounds,  and  which  makes  in  w*ine  measure, 
nine  pints,  or  one  gdllon  and  a  pint !  1 1 — Now,  it  is 
computed,  that  all  the  blood  in  a  man  who  is  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  in  the  bloom  of  health,  does  not 
weigh  more  than  about  fitteen  pounds,  and  every 
one  knows  that  the  quantity  ot  blood  decreases 
daily  as  old  age  comes  on.  And  yet  these  phy- 
sicians (if  we  believe  their  own  report),  took  about 
nine  ponnds  of  blood  from  General  Washington, 
who  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  while,  during  the 

L  3  same 
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same  space,  they  gave  him  three  doses  of  CALO- 
MEL, or  meramj  in  pOiCder. 

Thus,  on  the  fatal  14th  of  December,  on  the 
same  day,  in  the  same  evening,  nay,  in  the  very 
same  hour,  that  a  Philadelphian  court  and  jury 
were  laying  on  me  a  ruinous  fine  for  having  repro- 
bated the  practice  of  Rush,  GENERAL  WASH- 
INGTON tvas  expiring  zchile  under  the  operation  of 
that  venj  practice  !  On  that  day  the  victory  of 
RUSH  and  of  DEATH  was  complete ;  but  their 
triumph  was  but  of  short  duration  ;  for  while  I  have 
continued  on  my  course  unchecked  by  the  judg- 
ments, the  seizures,  the  attachments  of  Rush,  and 
the  savage  bowlings  of  his  "  dear  fellow-citizens^'* 
General  Washington  has,  I  hope,  broken  the 
chains  of  the  grim  tyrant.  Death,  and  soared  into 
the  realms  of  immortal  glory. 


For  Sale — Tzvo   debts,   due    to    Wm.  Cobbett, 
from    Citizens  Tybout   and  Barnes  of  PhiladeU 

phia. That  the  purchaser  may  be  able  to  form 

a  correct  estimate  of  the  state  and  value  of  the  said 
debts,  the  proprietor  thinks  jt  necessar}'  to  publish 
the  following  depositions,  assuring  the  public,  that 
Mr.  James  Douglas,  the  deponent,  is  an  honest 
Scotsman,  a  man  of  undoubted  veracitv  and  intc- 
grity,  of  which  no  further  proof  is  wanting  than 
his  being  left  in  Philadelphia  by  the  proprietor  of 
these  debts  with  full  power  to  collect  accounts  for 
him  to  the  amount  of  about  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars, 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

STATE    OF    NEW-YORK,    SS. 

35p  t!ji2!  PiJbU'c  Snflnunent,  be  it  hiown 

to  all  zvhom  the  same  doth  or  may  conce?'n.  That  /, 
C!?3rl?S  38vit)gen,  a  Public  Xota?y  in  and  for  tJie 

State 
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State  of  Nezv-York,  by  letters  patent  under  the  girat 
seal  of  the  said  State,  duly  eom missioned  and  sivorUy 
and  residing  in  the  City  of  Xezo-York :  ^0  hereby 
certify,  that  on  the  day  of  tiie  date  of  these  presents 
before  me  personally  came  and  appeared  Mr.  James 
Douglas,  zvho  being  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say^ 
that  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  day  of  December  last 
he  applied  to  ANDREW  TYBOITT,  Hatter,  re- 
siding in  Chesmit-sfreet,  PHILADELPHIA,  for 
payment  of  a  sum  of  2>  dollars  and  82^  cents,  being 
the  amount  of  his  subscription  for  Porcupine's  Ga- 
zette from  the  4th  day  of  March  to  the  2Sth  day  of 
August  1799.  0?i  ivhich  last-mentioned  day  the  publi- 
cation of  the  said  Gazette  was  suspended,  on  account 
of  the  Yellow  Fever— that  the  said  ANDREW  TY- 
BOUT  refused  to  pay,  alleging  that  he  had  received 
the  paper  but  for  a  short  time  after  the  said  Mh  of 
March — that  this  deponent  assured  him  that  he  was 
mistaken,  for  that  he  himself  had  actually  delivered 
the  paper  at  his  house  until  the  said  2Sth  day  of  Au- 
gust, notwitlistandijig  which  he  persisted  in  his  refusal 
to  pay,  and  this  deponent  expressly  declares,  that  he 
did  so  deliver  the  said  paper  at  the  house  of  the  said 
Andrew  Tybout. 

ZSX\^tXt(Si  an  Attestation  being  required,  I  have 
granted  this  under  my  Notarial  Firm  and  Seal,  and 
the  said  deponent  hereto  subscribed  his  name. 

^OnC  at  the  City  of  New-York,  in  the  said  State 
of  New-York,  this  second  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

QUOD    ATTESTOR. 

JAMES  DOUGLAS.     CHARLES  BRIDGEN 

Notary  Public. 

L  4  UNITED 
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UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

STATE    OF    NEW    YORK,    SS. 

33p  tl)i£!  publi'r  ^nftrument,  he  it  lawwn 

to  all  to  tchom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern.  That  /, 
Ct^rieS  9ojClt»g?n,  a  Public  Notary  in  and  for  the 
State  of Neic-Yorii,  by  letters  patentunder  the  great  seal 
of  the  said  State,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  and 
residing  in  the  City  of  New-York  :  IDO  hereby  certify, 
that  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents  before  me 
personally  came  and  appeared,  Mr.  James  Douglas, 
zvho  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say, 
that  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  day  of  December  last, 
he  applied  to  JOHN  BARNES,  who  resides  at  No. 
16,  South  Third-street,  PHI  LAD  ELF  HI  A,  and 
demanded  of  him  payment  of  the  sum  of  three 
dollars  and  eighty-two  cents  and  a  half,  being  the 
amount  of  his  subscription  for  Porcupine's  Gazette, 
from  the  fourth  day  of  March  to  the  2Sth  day  of 
August  1799,  on  w'hich  last  mentioned  day  the 
publication  of  the  said  Gazette  ivas  suspended  on 
account  of  the  Yellow  Fever ;  that  the  said  JOHN 
BABNES positively  refused  to  pay  the  said  sum,  de- 
claring that  he  had  no  right  to  pay  the  same,  as  the 
paper  was  not  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

C5i|)0t0Of  ctn  Attestation  being  required,  I  have 
granted  this  under  my  Notarial  Firm  and  Seal,  and 
the  said,  depoiient  hereto  subscribed  his  name, 

2DOn0  ot  the  city  of  Ncxv-York,  in  the  said  State 
of  Nezv-York,  this  .second,  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

QUOD    ATTESTOR. 

JAMES  DOUGLAS.     CHARLES  BBIDGEN. 

Notary  Public. 

I  think  it  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  above,  to 
observe,  that  the  refusal  of  Tybout  is  grounded  on 

an 
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an  assertion  which  is  positively  contradicted  by  the 
oath  of  Mr.  Douglas  ^  and  that  the  reason  for  not 
paying,    assigned  by   BARNES,    is   absurd.     He 
has  no  right  to  pay,  he  says,  because  the  Gazette 
was  not  published  to  the  end  of  the  year.     I  suppose 
this  right  of  Mr.  Barnes  is  one  of  the  j^ights  of  man, 
and,  if  so,  I  can  have   no  objection  to  it  in  the  ab- 
stract ;  but,  as  to  the  reason  on  which  the  right  is 
grounded,  in  the  present  instance,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  say  a  word  or  two.     He  has  no  right  to  pay,  l.e 
says,  because  the  Gazette  was  not  published  to  tiie 
end  of  the  year.     Now,  it  is  well  known,  that  Ga- 
zettes,   and   mine   amongst  the  rest,  are  paid  for 
half  yearly,  ^nd,  if  no  yellow  fever  had  disturbed 
me,    I    should    have    supplied    Barnes  with     my 
paper  to  the  4th  of  September,  and  have  demanded 
the  money  for  the  half  year,  without  stopping  till 
the  year  was  out.     Suppose  I  had  died  on  the  23th 
of  August  (I  wish  you  had!  says  some   malignant 
caitiff),  would  Barnes  have  refused  to  pay  my  exe- 
cutors .?      According   to    Barnes's    rights   of  maiiy 
every  news-printer,  at  the   dropping  of  his  paper, 
must  lose  all  the  money  due  to  him  for  subscription  at 
the  time ;  because  it  would  be  at  least  a  thousand 
to  one,  if  the  year  of  any  one  customer  happened 
to  end  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  paper  would 
be  dropped.     Is  this  the  principle  on  which  men 
subscribe   to  newspapers  ?     Barnes  had  no   dislike 
to  the   paper,  he  could  not  say  he  had  not  been 
supplied  regularly  as  long  as  the  health  of  tlie  city 
would  permit,  he  could  find  no  inaccuracy   in  the 
bill,  for  he  was  not  charged  for  a  single    paper 
which  he  had  not   received  ;  but,  he  knew  I   was 
gone  from   Philadelphia,  he  knew  the   paper  had 
not  been,  and    could  not    be,  served  him  to   the 
end  of  the  year,  this  therefore,  and  this  alone,  pre- 
sented itself  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  pay  the  bill. 
As,  however,  I  wish  to  out-icit  no  one,  I  must  in- 
form 
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form  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  purchase,  that 
the  above  debts,  though  justly  due  to  me,  are  liable 
to  an  attachment  for  the  benefit  of  Rush  ;  but,  to 
secure  the  purchaser,  I  hereby  engage,  that,  if  the 
debts  should  be  attached,  to  return  the  purchase- 
money. 

N.  B.  The  terms  of  sale  may  be  known  by  ap- 
plying at  the  subscriber's  house.  No.  141,  Water- 
street,  New- York,  where  the  accounts  will  be  fur- 
nished, duly  authenticated,  and  where  his  account- 
book,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  above  debts,  will  be 
chearfully  submitted  to  the  examination  of  any  per- 
son of  respectability. 

Wm.  Cobbett. 
Nezv-Yorkj  Jan.  14,  1800. 


Characters   of  Baltimoi^e,  Philadelphia,    and  Nexv- 

York, 

"  Baltimore. — With  a  few  exceptions,  the  inha- 
"  bitants  of  Baltimore  are  all  engaged  in  trade, 
"  which  is  closely  attended  to.  They  are  mostly 
"  plain  people,  sociable  however  amongst  themselves, 
"  and  very  friendly  and  hospitable  toivards  stj'ati- 
"  gers." 

"  Philadelphia.- — It  is  a  remark,  very  generally 
"  made,  not  only  by  foreigners,  but  also  by  persons 
"  from  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
"  Philadelphians  are  extremely  deficient  in  hospitality 
"  and  politeness  towards  strangers.  Amongst  the 
*'  uppermost  circles  in  Philadelphia,  pride,  haugh- 
*'  tiness,  and  ostentation,  are  conspicuous;  and  it 
*^  seems  as  if  nothing  could  make  them  happier  than 
"  that  AN  ORDER  OF  MOBILITY  should  be  established^ 
**  by  which  they  might  be  exalted  above  their  felloiv- 
"  citizens,  as  much  as  they  are  in  their  ozvn  conceit. 
"  In  the  manners  of  the  people,  in  general,  there 

"  is 
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is  a  coldness  and  reserve,  as  if  they  were  suspi- 
cious  of  some  designs  against  thenu  which  chills  to 
the  very  heart  those  who  come  to  visit  them." 

"  New-York. — "  From  Long  Island  I  returned 
to  this  city;  which  the  hospitality  and  friendly  ci- 
vilities I  have  experienced,  in  coinmon  ivith  other 
strangers,  from  its  iidiabitants,  induce  me  to  rank 
as  the  most  agreeable  place  in  the  United  -States  ; 
nor  am  I  singular  in  this  opinion,  there  being 

"  scarcely  any  traveller  I  have  conversed  with,  but 

*'  what  gives  it  the  same  preference." 

These  extracts  are  taken  from  Weld's  Tra- 
vels, published  last  summer  in  London.  The 
first  extract  is  to  be  found  in  Vol.  1.  page  45; 
the  second  in  Vol.  1.  page  21;  and  the  third  in 
Vol.  2,  page  375. — The  remarks  contained  in  these 
extracts  are  those  of  an  impartial  foreigner,  and 
were  suggested  by  what  the  writer  saw  and  heard. 
I  have  inserted  the  character  of  the  people  of  the 
two  other  great  cities  that  Mr.  Weld  visited,  that 
the  reader  might  not  be  left  to  suppose  that  the  au- 
thor was  an  indiscriminating  satirist  of  the  American 
character.  His  description  of  Rush's  "  deartellow- 
citizens"  is  trutJi  itself.  It  is  a  picture  drawn  irom 
the  life.  There  are,  doubtless,  many  exceptions ; 
but  the  native  Philadelphians,  in  general,  are  the 
jnost  suspicious,  envious,  haughty,  and  yet  mean 
characters  that  ever  existed  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.  They  are  lazy,  insolent,  and  above  their 
occupations,  from  wliich  cause,  foreigners  and 
people  from  the  eastward,  supplant  them  in  every 
branch  of  business,  and  grow  rich  while  the  natives 
are  daily  falling  into  embarrassments,  poverty  and 
insignificance.  Hence  they  naturally  become  en- 
vious and  s{)iteful  with  respect  to  foreigners  ;  and 
yet,  were  it  not  for  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
foreigners  and  people  from  the  eastward,  their  city 

would 
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would  soon  be  without  trade.  In  the  bookselling 
business,  for  instance,  if  they  were  to  shut  up  the 
shops  of  Dobson,  Campbell,  Rice,  Carey,  and 
Aitkin,  where  would  people  look  for  books  r — At 
"  the  true  American,''  Eradfords'  bawdy  book- 
store,  in  which  store  the  Bradfords  take  about  as 
many  pennies  as  Dobson  or  Campbell,  in  their 
respective  shops,  take  guineas.  As  I  have  incauti- 
ously run  into  this  subject,  I  will  just  observe,  that 
it  is  somewhat  singular,  that  these  Bradfords,  who 
are  gxQ2X  friends  of  Rush,  and  great  enemies  of  mine, 
and  who  are  the  only  native  Philadelphians  that  sell 
books,  should  also  be  the  only  booksellers  in  the 
city  who  sell  baicdy  books.  This  is  no  very  striking 
proof  of  that  purity  of  morals,  of  which  this  city  has 
made  such  a  boasting.  So  profligate  are  these  the 
Bradfords  in  this  way,  that,  just  atter  I  had  (in  my 
Censor  for  September  1797)  reprobated  their  selling 
obscene  books,  one  ot  them,  laughing,  told  a 
friend  of  mine,  that  they  were  rejoiced  I  had  no- 
ticed the  circumstance,  tor  that  it  was  an  excellent 
advertisement  for  them.  And  these,  reader,  are 
the  fellows  who  arc  now  publishing  an  account  of 
Rush's  success  over  me,  nnd  expressing  their  joy 
at  it,  as  it  will  tend,  say  they,  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
licentiousness  of  the  press  ! 

And  now,  "  my  dear  PhiladelplnansJ'  to  use  the 
language  of  Rush,  I  will,  for  the  present,  take  my 
lea\'e  of  you,  Vv-ishing  you  joy  ot  the  numerous  bles- 
sings vou  possess,  to  the  exclusion  of  us  less  happy 
mortals. — I  wish  you  joy  of  your  new  Governor, 
"  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mack  Kean,  Esqr.  Doc- 
tor of  Laws,  &c.  &:c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c."  I 
wish  you  joy  of  his  worthy  successor,  the  lather  in 
law  of  Arnold  ;  I  wish  you  joy  of  your  new  Supreme 
Judge,  "  the  Honourable  Hugh  H.  Brackcnridge, 
Esq."  I  wish  you  joy  of  him,  with  all  my  soul. — I 
wish  you  joy  of  your  House  of  Assembly ;  1  wish 

you 
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you  joy  of  your  Leib,  your  Logan,  your  Dallas, 
your  Tenche  Coxe,  your  Mc.  Clenachan,  and  your 
Captain  Duane  and  his  company  of  volunteers.     I 
wish  you  joy  of  your  50,000  dollars  zcater-fax,  and 
of  the   philanthropic  labours  of  "  Tommy"  Parker 
and  Citizen  Latrobe.     I  wish  you  joy  of  your  Pre- 
sident's   House,   and   of  your   other  noble   enter- 
prises— I  wish  you  joy  of  your  "  permanent  bridge 
over  the  Schuylkill,",  which,  if  not  neglected  and 
too  much  exposed  to  the  inclemency   of  me  ele- 
ments, will  certainly  last  as  long   as  the  paper  on 
which  it  is  drawn.     As  I  am  a  share-holder  in  the 
noble  undertakin2r,  I  would  be^  leave  to   sacjg;est 
(as  the  most  effectual  means  of  rendermg  the  bridge 
really  permanent)  the  propriety  of  having  it  framed 
and  glazed  without  a  moment's  delay. — I  vrish  you 
joy  of  your  "  superb  Canal,''  and  of  vour  SUPERB 
CANAL  LOTTERY,  No.  IL— I  Nvish  you  joy, 
without  the  least  spark  of  envy  lurking  in  mv   bo- 
som ;  indeed  I  wish  you  joy  of  your  philanthropic 
insolvent  laws,  of  your  payments  by  ticket  and  ad- 
veriisement. — And,  though  last    not   least,  I  wish 
you  joy,  bv  the  soul  of  Sangrado,  I  wish  you  jov  of 
vour  DOCTOR. 


Rush's  IVitnesses. — Rush  brought  forward  three 
witnesses,  all  Doctors  of  his  own  sect,  and  who 
were,  of  course,  parties  deeply  interested  as  to  the 
attack  on  his  system.  The  witnesses  were,  James 
Mease,  John  Redman  Coxe,  and  William  Dezvecs. 
Besides  the  common  interest  that  these  men  must 
have  had  in  punishing  one  who  had  so  successfiil^ly 
reprobated  their  practice,  I  shall,  in  my  pamphlet, 
prove  that  Mease  and  Coxe  had  each  of  them  a  per- 
sonal grudge  against  me.  I  do  not  say  that  any 
one  of  the  three  told  lies  to  the  court  and  jury,  but 
I  promise  to  prove  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  even 

the 
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the  Philadelphians,  that  their  evidence,  particularly 
that  of  Dc'xees,  would  have  appeared  very  different 
from  what  it  did  appear,  if  I  had  had  the  cross-ex- 
amining of  them.     I  should  have  made  Dewees  re- 
collect, that  he  knezv  he  was  vot  my  familv  physi- 
cian, that  he  knew  Doctor  Budd  was.     1  should 
have  made  him  recollect,  that  he  was  not  emploved 
in  my  family,  except  once  in  a  trifling  indisposition 
of  a  child,  and  in  the  capacity  of  granin/^  and   that 
that  was  on  account  of  Doctor  Budd's  absence.     I 
should  have  made  him  recollect,  that,  at  the   ver)'. 
moment  that  I   recommended  him  to  one  neigh- 
bour (still  in  the  absence  of  Doctor  Budd,  and,  in 
in  fact,  of  all  the  other  Doctors)  who  had  the  flux, 
I  sent  thirty   miles    to  bring  Doctor  Monges  to 
another  neighbour,  who   I  thought  had  the  Yellozv 
Fever.     In  fact,  I  should  have  made  it  clearly  ap- 
pear, from  this  man's  evidence,  that  I   always  en- 
tertained, as  I  still  do,  the  sincerest  conviction  of 
the  danger  of  Rush's  practice. 

The  reader  should  be  informed,  too,"  that  these 
men's  evidence  consisted  of  certain  declarations, 
which  they  had  heard  me  make  use  of  in  pri- 
vate conversation.  The  scraps  that  Coxe  retailed 
were,  indeed,  picked  up  in  my  own  shop ;  but 
Mease  invited  me  to  drink  and  to  dine  with  him 
when  he  collected  his  materials,  and  Dexcces  heard 
me  speak,  perhaps,  in  my  wife's  bed-chamber. — 
At  this  rate,  men  ought  to  be  cautions  how  they 
talk  while  Doctors  are  in  their  houses ! 

The  Philadelphians  have  the  impudence  to  accuse 
me  of  being  a  malicious  slanderer  !  i^iy  God!  If  I 
were  to  relate  only  one  thousandth  part  of  what 
they  have  told  me  of  each  other,  were  I  to  publish 
a  thousandth  part  of  what  they  have  written  to  me' 
of  each  other,  I  should  set  them  all  to  cutting  of 
throats  !  The  reader  will,  however,  allow,  tiiafc 
there  is  no  delicacy,  no  forbearance,  due  from  me 
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to  these  three  volunteer  evidences,  these  betrayers  of 
private  conversatioii ;  and,  therefore,  in  my  pam- 
phlet I  shall  not  spare  them.  I  possess  a  letter  in  the 
hand  writing  of  one  of  them,  addressed  to  me  at 
the  very  time  I  w^as  storming  Rush's  quarters.  In 
this  letter,  the  writer  calls  me  "  dear  Sir,"  and 
concludes  by  saying  that  he  is  my  "  sijicere  friend." 
Enclosed  he  sends  me  a  paragraph  for  my  paper, 
which  he  requests  me  not  to  insert  in  his  name  but 
in  my  own  name,  and  this  paragraph  contains  an 
attack  on  his  patron  and  benefactor,  ten  thousand 
times  more  rude,  libellous  and  malicious,  than  any 
thing  I  ever  published  respecting  Rush.  I  did 
not  publish  it  all.  I  had  several  objections  to  it, 
but  I  was  principally  prevented  from  publishing  it 
by  retiecting  on  the  abominable  ingratitude  of  the 
writer.  But,  I  have  both  the  letter  and  the  para- 
graph, and,  please  God !  they  shall  appear  in 
print. 


Bushes  Lawf/ers. — Talk  of  libels,  indeed  !  The 
"  }'e!)07't  of  the  trial,"  just  published  by  Rush's 
friend  Bradford,  is  the  most  infamous  bundle  of  li- 
bellous falsehoods  that  ever  was  published  in  the 
world.  In  my  pamphlet  I  shall  endeavour  to  plead 
my  cause  a  little  better  than  Mr.  Harper  did  it  for 
me.  I  shall  leave  Rush  no  room  to  exclaim,  "  i 
«  HAVE  NO  r  GIVEN  HIM  A  FEE."  At  any 
rate,  I  am  sure,  I  shall  not  pay  my  court  to  the  so- 
vereign people  by /;y/^;\'/zp"  out  nauseous  eulogies  upon 
Rusk  and  Hi's  followers,  and  by  traducing  the  charac- 
ter of  my  client. 

I  shall  not,  probably,  call  Hopkinson,  Levi,  and 
Ins^ersol  assassins,  as  thev  had  the  infamv  to  call 
me  ;  but  I  shall  relate  some  pleasant  anecdotes  of 
them,  and  fully  prove,  from  their  conduct,  that  the 
prosecution  was  pushed  on  from  malicious  motives. 

Ine 
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The  delicate  son-in-law  of  Mifflin  took  occasion  to 
express,  beforehand,  the  utmost  contempt  for  any 
thing  that  I  might  say  about  him,  in  consequence 
of  the  libels  he  was  vomiting  out  ag^ainst  me.  Be- 
lieve  me,  reader,  this  was  all  affectation.  He  is 
now  waiting  in  fearful  suspense ;  and  when  he  hears 
that  another  number  of  the  Porcupine  is  arrived  in 
Philadelphia,  he  will  tremble  like  a  dog  upon  a  wet 
sack. 
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It  was  in  the  month  of  April,  1799,  that  the  re- 
nowned Suvvorow  opened  the  campaign  which 
threw  such  brilliancy  over  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
centur}^,  and  which  delivered  Italy  from  the  galling 
and  disgraceful  yoke,  from  the  pillagings,  the  mur- 
ders, and  the  sacrilege  of  the  rapacious,  bloody  and 
impious  republicans  of  France.  This  charming 
country  had  fallen,  state  after  state,  before  the  arms 
of  the  enemies  of  God  and  man,  The  Emperor's 
Italian  possessions,  those  of  the  Dukes  of  Tuscany 
and  Jvlodena,  had.  been  over-run  and  revolu- 
tionized ;  Rome  followed  next,  the  aged  Pope 
had  been  robbed,  insulted,  and  led  captive  by  a 
French  Calvinist,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  in- 
fidels of  Paris;  lastly,  the  Kings  of  Naples  and  Sar- 
dinia had  been  driven  from  their  dominions:  so 
that,  at  the  time  Suworow  entered  Italy,  the  French 
were  in  possession  of  the  whole  country  from  Dau- 
phine  to  the  gulph  of  Venice,  and  from  Switzerland 
to  the  bay  of  Taranto. 

To  defend  this  territory,  to  keep  the  Italians 
I  chained  at  their  feet,  and  to  sally  out  on  their  ene- 
mies, their  force  was  evidently  inadequate.  Morcaii 
with  about  forty  thousand  men,  was  stationed  in 
the  Milanese  ;  Cliampioiinct,  with  eighteen  thou- 
sand,   in   the    states  of   the    church;   Macdonuld, 
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with  twenty  thousand,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  Schcrer  with  forty-seven  thousand  on  the  banks 
of  the  Adige. 

The  insolent  usurpers  of  France,  still  sacrificing 
safety  to  pride,  and  reason  to  presumption,  instead 
of  collecting  their  forces,  which  were  scattered 
over  the  whole  face  of  Italy,  and  opposing  the 
entire  body  to  the  Austrians,  who  were  preparing 
to  attack  Schcrer  on  the  Adige,  were  obstinately 
determined  to  keep  possession  of  all  their  con- 
quests. 

On  the  26th  of  !March,  Schcrer,  though  inferior 
in  force,  attacked  the  Austrians,  under  General 
Kraij,  who  were  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Adige.  This  was  little  more  than  a  drawn  battle. 
Scherer  did,  indeed,  inform  his  masters,  that  he  had 
gained  a  victory  and  had  taken  four  thousand  Au- 
strians and  twelve  pieces  of  cannon ;  but,  it  never- 
theless appeared,  that,  even  from  his  own  account, 
this  victory  was  confined  to  the  carrying  of  two 
bridges.  The  two  hostile  armies  renewed  the  com- 
bat on  the  31st  of  March,  and  again  on  the  fifth  of 
April,  on  which  last  day  the  French  were  driven 
trom  the  banks  of  the  Adige  to  Mantua  with  very 
great  loss.  According  to  General  Kray's  official 
accounts,  the  enemy,  during  the  twelve  days  they 
were  engaged,  from  the  26tii  of  March  to  the 
fitth  of  April  at  niglit,  lost  tv/cnty  thousand  men 
killed  and  wounded,  and  seven  thousand  prisoners. 

Scherer  did  not  attempt  to  make  a  stand  at  Man- 
tua ;  he  continued  his  flight  till  he  got  behind  the 
Ogiio  and  tjic  Adda  :  and,  by  the  18th  of  April, 
the  countries  of  Fcrrara,  Brescia  and  Mantau  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  Imperialists.  The  accounts 
of  General  Kray  were  probably  exaggerated,  but, 
certainly  the  army  of  "  irrcincible  conquerors'"  were 
greatly  reduced  in  number.  Scherer  v.-as  recalled  j 
by  the  mortified  tvrants  of  France,  and  the  remnant] 
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of  his  army,  after  leaving  ten  thousand  men  in  the 
city  of  Mantua  and  five  thousand  in  Peschiera,  was 
put  under  the  command  of  Moreau. 

On  the  1 4th  of  April  twenty-three  thousc^nd  Rus- 
sians, led  by  Field  Marshal  Smcoroio,  reached  Ve- 
rona, and  the  next  day  proceeded  on  their  way  to 
join  Field-Marshal  Kray.  The  command  of  the 
combined  Imperial  armies  now  devolved  on  Su- 
worow  ;  nor  was  it  long  before  the  audacious  and 
impious  enemy  began  to  teel  the  effects  of  his  va- 
lour, Moreau,  who  had  received  great  reinforce- 
ments, had  posted  his  army  on  the  banks  of  the 
Adda.  The  position  v/as  very  strong,  and  reached 
from  Lecco  to  Pizzighitone.  It  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  French  to  keep  this  station,  or  yield 
a  very  extensive  tract  of  country.  On  the  23d  of 
April  the  right  wing  and  .centre  of  the  allies  en- 
tered Bergamo  and  Bergamasco,  while  General 
Klenau  passed  the  Po.  and  led  a  division  of  Au- 
strians  into  the  Modenese.  The  fate  of  Milan, 
therefore,  and  of  the  Cisalpine  republic,  depended 
on  the  preservation  of  the  post  of  the  Adda.  This 
river  was  very  difBcuIt  to  pass,  having  in  its  course 
from  the  Lake  of  Como  to  Lodi,  very  steep  banks, 
and  having  all  its  passes  well  guarded  by  intrcnch- 
ments.  The  French  had  very  faintly  defended  the 
space  between  the  Mincio  and  the  Adda,  but  on 
the  banks  of  the  latter  they  had  taken  every  mea- 
sure to  make  up  for  their  inferiority  of  numbers  and 
the  decreasing  courage  of  tlie  troops.  They  had 
strongly  fortiHed  Cassano,*  which  place  and  the 
right  bank  of  the  Adda  were  defended  by  formi- 
dable batteries  and  a  well-constructed  tcte-de-pont. 
1lie  head  quarters  of  Moreau  were  at  the  village  of 
Inzago,  and  two  divisions  of  his  army  were  posted 
there,  in  order  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  Adda 

»-- — ~~'~' 

*  A  fortress  in  the  Milanese,  fifteen  miles  N.  E.  of  Milan. 
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at  that  place.  Near  Lecco  the  French  were  also 
strongly  fortified,  and  had  a  tkc-de-pont  on  the  left 
bank.  A  division  under  General  Serrurier  defend- 
ed the  Upper  Adda,  one  half  of  which  was  posted 
behind  Lecco,  a  part  near  Port  Imberzago,  and 
another  near  Tczzo.  On  the  Lower  Adda,  to- 
wards Lodi,  the  enemy  had  a  detachment  under 
General  Delmas,  and  a  strong  garrison  in  Piz- 
zighitone. 

Thus  posted,  and  thus  fortified  both  by  art  and 
nature,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  French  should 
look  upon  themselves  as  secure  and  unassailable ; 
but  they  forgot,  that  Sim'orow  was  the  assailant. 

On  the  26th  of  April  the  Field  Marshal  resolved 
to  force  the  passage  of  the  river,  and  on  the  27th 
he  put  his  resolution  in  practice. 

Gen.  Vukassowich  crossed  the  river  in  the  night 
near  Brivio,  by  the  means  of  a  flying  bridge,  which 
had  been  nearly  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  but  was 
afterwards  quickly  repaired  ;  and  took  a  good  posi- 
tion on  the  right  bank. 

An  Austrian  column  arrived  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening  behind  the  village  of  Gcrvasto,  oppo- 
site to  Trezzo,  consisting  of  the  division  of  Field 
Marshal  Lieut.  Ott,  as  advanced  guard  ;  and  that 
of  Field  Marshal  Lieutenant  Zoph  to  support  it. 
The  captain  of  the  pontoniers,  who  had  been  pre- 
viously sent  forward,  reported  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  throw  a  bridge,  owing  to  the  declivity  of 
the  banks,  and  the  sharp  turnings  of  the  river. 

On  receiving  this  report,  the  (quarter-master  ge- 
neral Marquis  ChastelJer  went  to  the  place  himself, 
and  finding  the  execution  of  this  design  difficult, 
though  not  quite  impossible,  resolved  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  fourth  Bannat  battalion,  and  that  of 
the  chasseurs  (whose  colonel  volunteered  the  ser- 
vice), to  have  the  pontoons  carried  down  by  men, 
and  to  attempt  to  re-establish  the  bridge. 

Between 
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j  Between  twelve  at  night  and  five  in  the  morning 
I  all  the  pontoons  and  beamswere  fortunately  brought 
'  dow^n  ;  and  at  half  past  five  the  bridge  was  com- 
pleted. Thirty  chasseurs  of  the  corps  of  Aspre  and 
fifty  volunteers  of  Nadasty  were  carried  over  in  a 
boat  to  the  opposite  side,  and  remained  at  the  foot 
of  the  rugged  mountain,  on  which  the  castle  of 
Trezzo  is  built,  without  making  the  least  noise. 

The  bridges  being  finished.  Major  Retzer,  with 
six  companies  of  the  above-mentioned  chasseurs 
and  one  regiment  of  Russian  cossacks  passed  the 
Adda :  one  battalion  of  Nadasty,  two  of  Ester- 
iiazy,  and  the.  fourth  Bannat  battalion  then  passed 
the  river,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Bideskuti, 
and  fell  upon  the  enemy  in  and  behind  Trezzo. 
The  French,  who  considered  the  building  of  this 
,  bridge  impossible,  had  not  the  least  notice  thereof^ 
i  The  above  brigade  was  followed  by  the  seventh 
liussars  and  two  cossack  regimems.  The  enemy 
was  driven  back  as  far  as  Pozzo,  where  Field  Mar- 
shal Lieut.  Ott,  whose  whole  division  crossed  the 
river,  fell  upon  that  of  the  enemy  commanded  by 
General  Grenier,  which  was  on  the  point  of  ad- 
vancing against  General  Vukassowich  at  Brivio. 

The  battle  was  very  obstinate;  the  enemy  took 
post  between  Pozzo  and  Brivio,  where  it  was  most 
vigorously  attacked. 

The  enemy^  who  in  the  mean  time  had  drawn 
reinforcements  from  Victor's  division,  was  on  the 
point  of  turning  the  Imperial  right  wing,  and  the 
Bannat  battalion  liad  already  begun  to  give  way, 
when  General  Cliasteller  led  up  the  two  grenadier 
battalions  Pert  and  Stentoch,  which  formed  the  head 
of  Field  Marshal  Lieut.  Zoph's  division,  just  then 
coming  up  against  the  enemy. 

The  battalion  Pers  having  attacked  in  front,  suf- 
fered considerablv  ;  but  the  Stentoch  battalion,  with 
two  squadrons  of  hussars  of  Archduke  Joseph's  re- 
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giment,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Kirchner, 
^d  on  by  Lieutenant  Bokarme  of  the  engineers  (to 
the  sound  of  military  music),  fell  on  the  enemy's 
left  flank,  which  was  totally  routed  ;  and  the  hus- 
sars, having  broken  through  the  French,  made 
three  hundred  prisoners,  and  cut  two  hundred  to 
pieces. 

The  villasre  of  Pozzo  was  carried  sword  in  hand. 
The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  had  received  rein- 
forcements, and  marched  his  troops  up  in  order  in 
the  road  that  leads  from  Baprio  to  Milan,  but  was 
again  attacked,  and  Major  Retzer  with  the  Na- 
dasty  battalion,  took  Baprio,  and  made  two  hun- 
dred prisoners. 

The  enemy  was  pursued  ;  and  near  Gergonzollo 
the  French  general  Beker,  and  thirty  wounded  of- 
ficers,  were  taken  prisoners. 

At  the  same  time  General  Melas  marched  against 
Cassano,  and  battered  the  intrenchmcnts  across  the 
Ritorto  canal  with  twelve-pounders  and  howitzers ; 
and,  as  the  French  fell  back,  caused  a  flying  bridge 
to  be  thrown  over  the  canal  di  Ritorto.  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  pioneers.  Count  Kinski,  completed  it 
in  spite  of  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy.  General 
Melas  immediately  ordered  the  Reisky's  regiment 
against  the  intrenchmcnts  which  covered  the 
bridge,  which,  with  three  cannons,  was  canied 
with  so  much  rapidity,  that  the  bridge,  which  had 
been  set  on  fire  by  the  French,  was  saved  by  our 
troops. 

General  Mclas  crossed  the  Adda  with  his  whole 
column  J  and  the  same  evening  marched  to  Gergon- 
zollo, and  the  next  day  early  (28th),  to  jSIilan. 

The  two  divisions  Frohlich  and  Ott  advanced  to 
Milan  on  the  28th;  the  right,  under  General  Ro- 
semberg,  passed  the  Adda  at  Brivio  on  the  27th ; 
but  General  ^'ukassowich,  who  had  already  passed 
the  river,  formed  the  advanced  guard,  met  with  a 

division 


JANUARY,  1800.  169 

division  of  French  under  General  Serrurier,  at  Ber- 
tero,  which,  after  a  most  obstinate  eni^agement, 
was  beaten,  and  forced  to  capitulate.  The  whole 
corps  laid  down  its  arms ;  the  officers  were  per- 
mitted to  return  to  France  on  their  parole,  and  the 
privates  remained  prisoners  of  war. 

After  this  affair,  General  Vukassowich  marched  to 
Com.o,  and  the  Russians  to  the  right  of  Milan, 

This  battle  (which  has  taken  the  surname  of  the 
Adda)  cost  the  French  6,000  men  in  killed  and 
wounded,  5,400  prisoners  (amongst  whom  were 
three  generals)  and  eighty  pieces  of  cannon  ;  the 
Austro  Russian  army  took  fourteen  standards.  The 
loss  on  the  part  oi  the  allies  was  stated  at  3,000 
killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  plan  and  execution  of  this  attack,  Suwo- 
row  discovered  all  that  presence  of  mind  and 
promptitude,  for  which  he  had  long  been  cele- 
brated, and  which  are  the  first  requisites  in  a  ereat 
general.  His  distribution  of  the  several  divisions 
under  his  command  was  admirable  3  every  corps 
seem.ed  to  be  the  best  fitted  for  the  service  which  it 
was  appointed  to  perform ;  his  knowledge  of  the 
talents  and  qualities  of  the  several  general  officers 
appeared  to  be  as  perfect  as  if  tliey  had  all  served 
under  him  for  years;  bib  orders  were  given  with 
brevity  and  precision,  with  dignity  and  solemnity ; 
his  name  inspired  confidence  in  the  army  and 
struck  the  enemy  with  terror.  In  his  otffcial  ac- 
count of  the  engagement  he  gives  great  praise  to 
several  of  the  ./Vustrian  and  Russian  ofhccrs,  but 
particularly  to  Generals  Mdas  and  Chastellcr. 
General  Melas,  with  his  division,  carried  the 
intrenchments  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  pene- 
trated into  Cassano  in  spite  of  a  most  obstinaie 
and  destructive  resistance  ;  and,  it  was  owing  to 
the  skill  and  intrepidity  of  General  Marquis  Cha?- 
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tcllt-r  that  the  passage  at  Trezzo,  which  the  enemy 
thoaght  impossible,  was  so  successfully  effected. 

Nor  was  the  battle  of  the  Adda  more  glorious  in 
itself  than  important  in  its  consequences.  Moreau, 
with  his  defeated  and  disheartened  army,  passed 
the  Tesino,  abandoned  even  the  Novarese  and  the 
valley  ot  Sesia,  and  continued  his  retreat,  till,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  he  took  shelter  under  the  walls  of 
Turin,  the  capital  of  Piedmont,  and  also  the  ca- 
pital of  the  king  of  Sardinia's  dominions. 

Milan,  v^-hich  was  the  seat  of  goveniment  of  the 
Cisalpine  republic*    and  which  was    only   fifteen 


*  As  this  ephemeral  republic  has  been  rJiwch  talked  about  in 
America,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  some  account  of  it  here. 
It  comprehended,  besides  the  whole  of  Austrian  Lombardy,  the 
territoriesof  the  Duke  of  Modena,  the  papal  provinces  of  Fer- 
rara,  Bologna,  and  Romagna.  It  was  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Switzerland,  the  Tyrol  and  part  of  the  states  of  Venice  ;  on  the 
east  by  the  Adriatic  Sea  and  Austria  Proper  ;  on  the  south  by 
the  territories  of  ihe  Pope,  by  Tuscany,  the  Alediterranean^  and 
Parma  ;  on  the  west  by  Parma  and  the  states  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia.  It  contained  3,5(i7  square  miles,  and  3,447,384  in- 
habitanis.  Tlie  country  that  this  base  usurpation  extended 
over,  is  in  every  respect,  one  of  the  finest  in  all  Europe.  The 
mountebanks  of  Paris,  according  to  their  custom,  gave  to  it 
live  directors,  two  councils,  and  other  bands  of  vagabond 
ruleis.     They  divided  it  into  twenty  departments,  as  follows  : 

Departments. 

1  Clone 

2  Vtrbano 

3  Lario 

4  Delle  Montagne 

5  Tesino 
e  /Vdda 

7  Strio 

8  Adda  and  Oglio 
p  McUa 

\(i  Benaco 
11  V'pptr  Po 
l'.i  Mincio 
13  Cruitoio 


Capitals. 

Deputies 

Milan 

15 

Varese 

12 

Como 

12 

Lecco 

13 

Pavia 

12 

Lodi'rand  Crema 

12 

JJetgaino 

15 

XJvdetcrtnincd 

12 

lire.>,chia 

15 

Dezenzano 

9 

(Cremona 

15 

Mantua 

.9 

Rrgglo 

12 

14 

•Appen- 
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miles  from  the  hostile  armies,  waited  with  the  ut- 
most anxiety,  the  event  of  the  battle  of  the  Adda,- 
on  which  its  fate,  as  well  as  that  of  the  whole  re- 
nublic  of  which  it  was  the  capital,  evidently  de-' 
psnded.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  certam  fugitives 
brought  the  news  to  the  city,  the  vile  creatures  of 
France,  the  Lombard  republicans,  the  Directory 
and  Legislative  Representatives  were  seen  making 
off,  like  thieves,  out  of  the  gate  towards  Piedmont, 
vvhlle  the  honest  and  loyal  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  rushing  to  the  opposite  road  to  receive  the 
Imperial  troops.  Here  shouts  of  joy  and  blessings 
resounded  all  the  way. 

There  years  before,  when  Massenay  who  then 
commanded  the  van  of  Bonaparte  s  army,  approach- 
ed this  city,  he  was  met  by  a  band  of  traitors  and 
rebels,  who  hailed  him  as  the  harbinger  of  Ubertij. 
Very  different  was  the  procession  that  went  out  to 
welcome  Snworoio.  The  archbishop  of  Milan, 
who,  like  his  predecessor  St.  Ambrose,  had  scorned 
to  abandon  his  flock  to  d^^spair  amidst  the  barba- 
rians, was  at  the  head,  followed  by  his  clergy,  and 
the  old  magistracy  who  were  so  horribly  oppressed 
on  the  invasion  of  the  French.  They  met  the  Au- 
stro  Russian  army  at  Crassenzago,  and  delivered  to 
Suworow  the  keys  of  the  city,  but  could  not  find 
language  sufficient  to  express  their  joy  and  their 
gratitude.     From  Cressenvago  to  Milan,  whichwas 
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APITALS. 

D 

EPUTIES 

14  Appennines 

JMassa  Carara 

6 

15  Paiiaro 

Mod  en  a 

15 

10"  Reno 

Bologcia 

ID" 

17  Upper  Padua 

Cento 

0 

18  Luwe.r  Po 

Ferrira 

I'i      • 

ly  Lamone 

Faenza 

12 

20  Rubico 

Rimini 

12 

.M4 
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three  miles,  the  way  was  so  crowded  that  the  army 
could  scarcely  advance.  From  the  streets,  the  win- 
dows, the  house  tops  of  the  city,  the  conqueror 
was  saluted  with  continued  shouts  of  "  Long  live 
Religion,  the  Emperor,  and  Suworow  !"  Such  were 
the  lamentations,  which,  after  a  three  years'  trial, 
the  loss  of  republicanism  excited  in  Lombardy  ! 

Very  few  excesses  were  committed.  Some  houses 
belonging  to  the  leading  revolutionists,  such  as  Ser- 
belloni  at  Milan,  and  Campara  at  Brescia,  were 
plundered,  and  that  more  by  the  populace  than 
by  the  troops.  At  the  same  time  that  an  amnesty 
was  published,  a  proclamation,  as  wise  as  neces- 
sary, was  issued,  forbidding  all  reprisals,  all  vio- 
lence against  the  partisans  of  the  annihilated  system. 
The  amnesty,  however,  could  not  be,  nor  was  it, 
extended  to  the  principal  authors  of  the  public  ca- 
lamities, to  those  who  before  the  French  irruption 
and  to  the  very  last  day  persisted  in  preferring  the 
interests  of  the  Directory  of  Paris  to  those  of  their 
fellow  subjects,  and  in  being  the  accomplices  and 
executioners  of  the  oppression  under  which  Lom- 
bardy groaned.  Some  persons  of  ill  repute  were 
arrested  for  the  sake  of  policy,  but  most  of  the 
great  criminals  and  appointed  agents  had  followed 
the  French  army  to  Turin. 

The  Cisalpine  Directory  was  composed  of  five 
fellows  named  Suvoldo,  Alessandri,  Tcsti,  Lambcrtiy 
and  Adelasio.  Their  brethren  of  Paris  had  inserted 
them  in  the  national  Almanack  of  France,  next  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia.  One  of  these  renegadoes 
thought  it  best  to  purchase  his  pardon  by  returning 
to  the  frontiers,  where,  by  consent  of  the  JMinister 
ot  Finance  and  some  other  members  of  the  admi- 
nistration, he  gave  up  the  secret  repositories  and  ar- 
chives of  the  runaway  government. 

Turin  offering  no  security  sulhciently  stable  to  this 
horde  of  wandering  dignitaries  and  their    depen- 
dants. 
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dants,  to  the  vultures,  agents,  and  constituted  rob- 
bers who  followed  the  French  army,  the  caravans 
of  them  made  their  way  by  Mount  Cenis,  flowing 
into  France,  that  common  sewer  of  the  revolu- 
tionary filth  of  Europe,  and  into  which  the  refuse  of 
Switzerland,  Italy,  Ireland,  and  Germanv,  have 
been  continually  pouring.  A  spectator  of  this  dis- 
charge of  corruption  tells  us,  that  no  pencil  can 
paint  the  band,  pursued  in  imagination  by  the  cos- 
sacks,  clambering  over  the  precipices  of  the  Alps, 
a-toot,  on  mules,  on  asses,  and  litters ;  nor  the 
medley  of  directors,  legislators,  ambassadors,  se- 
cretaries, prostitutes,  players,  deserters,  sans-culottc?, 
usurers,  and  dethroned  delegates,  here  cursed  and 
there  laughed  at  by  the  people  who  were  witnesses 
of  this  new  flight  to  paradise^  consoling  themselves 
for  their  miseries,  with  imprecations,  and  loading 
one  another  with  censure. 

At  the  end  of  eight  days,  there  remained  not,  in 
Milan,  a  vestige  ot  the  republican  government. 
The  Executive  Directory,  the  ministers  of  v/ar. 
of  finance  and  of  foreign  aftairs,  the  council  of 
elders,  the  council  of  youngers,  the  committees 
of  safety  and  ot  secresy,  the  departmental  admi- 
nistrators and  municipal  officers,  the  revolutionarv 
tribunals  and  national  guards,  the  requisition:^, 
tricoloured  flags,  cockades,  pabsi)orts,  certificates  of 
civism,  forced  loans,  jack-ketches,  liberty-caps  and 
guillotines, ail  were  vanished  like  the  phan- 
toms ot  a  dream  !  the  Imperial  government  was 
re-established  in  all  its  parts.  The  armorial  bear- 
ings of  the  apes  of  France,  yet  new  and  fresh, 
gave  place  to  the  Royal  Eagle,  and  the  Cisal- 
pine soldiers,  deserted  by  the  rebel  chiefs,  enlisted 
under  the  banners  of  their  lawfiU  sovereign. 

Thus  perished,  after  an  existence  of  three  years, 
that  wonderful  creation  of  Bonaparte's  genius,  the 
mighty  Cisalpine   republic  1     That  state,  in  which 

all 
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all  malignant  republicans  hoped  to  see  another  per- 
manent example  of  successful  rebellion,  was  van- 
quished by  Suworow  in  one  week  ;  and  the  divans  of 
rebels,  who  had  tricked  themselves  oui:  in  robes 
and  badges,  and  who  had  treated  nobles  and 
prirces  with  disdain,  were,  in  a  few  hours,  re- 
duced to  a  handful  of  vagabonds,  by  whose  flight 
Italy  was  purified,  and  the  republican  hordes  at 
Paris  augmented. 

In  the  meantime  the  fortresses  left  behind,  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  fell,  one  after  another, 
before  the  Imperial  arms.  On  the  30th  of  April 
fort  Orci  Nuovo  opened  its  gates.  Peschiera,  with 
a  garrison  of  1,500  men,  capitulated  with  General 
Kray  on  the  5th  of  May ;  and  Pizzighitone  surren- 
dered on  the  10th  of  the  same  month  to  General 
Kaim.  In  the  capitulation  for  the  surrender  of 
Peschiera,  the  French  urged  very  strenuously  that 
none  ot  the  inhabitants  should  be  called  to  account 
for  their  political  or  religious  opinions  and  princi- 
ples, or  for  having  sei^ved  in  the  French  arnnj  j  but 
this  condition  General  Kray  absolutely  refused   to 


grant. 


Beyond  the  Tesino,  the  nortliern  part  of  Pied- 
mont, from  that  river  to  the  Doria  Baltea,  which 
descends  from  the  Duchy  of  Aosta,  Novara  poorly 
fortified,  Vercelli  and  Ivrea  still  worse  so,  the 
higher  countries  bordering  on  the  Lake  of  Como 
and  Lake  Major,  and  the  intermediate  Swiss  Bai- 
liwicks, were  delivered.  Parties  were  pushed  on 
from  Ivrea  to  Chivazzo,  to  within  five  leagues  of 
Turin,  and  to  the  right  of  the  Po. 

To  the  left.  Prince  llohenxollern  and  General 
Klenaii  overran  the  Duchy  of  Parma  and  the  Mo- 
denese :  Reggio,  whose  civism  was  distinguished 
by  Bonaparte^  and  which  had  embraced  the  revor 
lution  with  peculiar  ardour,  Reggio,  after  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Adda,  hastened  to  send  its  keys  and  de- 
puties 5 
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puties ;  and  the  cries  of  Viva  la  Beli^ione !  Viva 
V Imperatore  !  succeeded  to  those  of  Viva  VEgua- 
lita  ! 

In  all  these  different  countries,  transports  of  joy, 
mingled  with  those  of  resentment  against  the   Re- 
volutionists, who   were    ironically  called   Patriots. 
At  Pavia  several   of  them  were   not  able  to  escape 
the  popular  fury :  they  would  all  have  fallen  by  the 
vengeance  of  the  people,  had   they  not   been  pro- 
tected by  those  soldiers,  whom  three  months  before 
they  spoke   of  with  insolent  contempt.     This  inevi- 
table and  natural  resentment  broke  out  particularly 
in  the  Swiss   Bailliwicks  :  that  of  Sugano   did  not 
>vait  for  the  arrival  of  the  Austrians  to  drive  out  the 
French,  and  to  exercise   a  bloody  retaliation  upon 
them.     In    a    word,    the   predictions    pronounced 
three  years  past  of  the  fate  reserved  by  the  Italians 
for  their  oppressors,  their  institutes,  their  proselytes, 
and   their  insignia  of  rebellion,  impiety,  and  anar- 
chy, were  accomplished.     This  was  the  ninth  time 
that  the  French  thus  expiated  their  conquests  be- 
yond the  Alps. 

These  general  insurrections,  which  in  such  cases 
were  indeed  become  the  most  sacred  of  duties,  pow- 
erfully concurred  with  the  rapid  march  of  the  Allies 
to  hasten  the  flight  and  disorder  of  the  French. 
They  had  no  time  to  save  their  magazines,  to  strip 
the  evacuated  towns,  or  carry  off  their  stores  of 
ammunition  and  other  effects,  which  were  aban- 
doned to  the  conqueror.  At  Novara,  by  the  col- 
lusion of  one  of  the  Milanese  Directors  and  the 
Treasurers,  General  Vukassoxvich  discovered  the 
chest  of  the  Cisalpine  republic,  containing  seven 
jnillions  of  livres  of  the  country  in  cash. 

This  happy  change  was  OM^ng  to  the  wise  policy 
no  less  than  to  the  military  skill  and  bravery  of 
Su:toro:v,  who,  after  having,  by  his  arms,  struck 

terror 
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terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  Repubhcans,  issued  the 
following  proclamation. 

"  Italian  Nations  ! 

"  Arm,  and  unite  under  the  banner  of  him  who 
fights  for  God  and  Religion,  and  you  will  triumph 
over  a  perfidious  enemy.  The  army  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  and  King  fight  the  French  and  shed 
their  own  blood  in  defence  of  our  most  holy  Reli- 
gion, and  to  restore  to  you  your  possessions  and 
your  ancient  government.  Were  not  the  French 
perpetually  demanding  enonnous  sums  of  money  ? 
Did  they  not  exact  extraordinary  requisitions  of 
you  ?  And,  what  to  fathers  of  families  is  still  more 
cruel,  did  they  not  tear  your  children  from  you  at 
the  chimerical  names  of  Liberty  and  Equality,  to 
make  them  fight  against  the  troops  of  your  legiti- 
mate Sovereign,  of  a  father  w"ho  loves  you,  of  the 
most  ardent  protector  of  our  holy  Religion  ?  Be 
comforted.  Nations  !  There  is  a  God  who  watches 
over  you,  and  armies  that  defend  you.  Look  at 
this  host  of  soldiers  :  another  army  is  sent  by  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  the  ally  of  yours.  See  here  the 
victorious  army  of  your  Emperor;  see  on  all  sides 
considerate  nations  full  of  enthusiasm  co-operating 
to  put  an  end  to  this  bloody  struggle.  An  im- 
mense number  of  noble  warriors  arc  come  to  deli- 
ver Italy.  Fear  nothing  ;  the  armies  are  fighting 
against  the  French  Republic,  in  order  to  restore 
your  laws,  re-establish  religion,  and  revive  public 
and  pri\"ate  tranquillity,  by  delivering  you  from  the 
yoke  under  which  you  have  groaned  for  three  years 
past.  The  fiiithful  servants  of  religion  shall  be  re- 
instated in  their  offices  and  property.  But,  mark  ! — 
If  there  be  found  among  you  a  being  perfidious 
enough  to  bear  arms  against  his  Sovereign,  or  to 
favour  the  enterprises  of  the  French  Republic — such 
a  traitor  shall,  without  consideration  of  situation, 

birth, 
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birth,  rank,  employment  or  condition,  be  shot, 
and  his  property  all  confiscated  from  his  family. 
Your  wisdom,  Italian  Nations,  gives  every  reason 
to  hope  that,  knowing  the  justice  of  our  cause,  you 
will  not  reduce  us  to  the  necessity  of  putting  these 
rigorous  measures  into  execution,  but  that  you 
will  give  us  every  possible  proof  of  loyalty  and  gra- 
titude to  a  Sovereign  so  gracious  to  you. 

(Signed)         "  Suworow." 

The  writer  of  this  address  Vv^as  certainly  better 
acquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  Italians,  than 
Bonaparte  s  poets  and  orators  were.  The  end,  the 
motives,  the  duties,  the  crimes  and  punishment, 
are  stated  unambiguously.  There  is  a  God  zvho 
watches  over  you,  and  armies  that  defend  yon  ! — 
This  is  a  different  kind  of  eloquence  from  the  imoi- 
ous  rhodomontades  by  which  the  Generals  of  the 
Directory  terrified  the  nations. 

Among  the  measures  of  Suworow,  there  was  one 
which  was  highly  characteristic  of  a  just  and  noble 
mind,  and  which  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the  cruel 
persecution  of  the  French  retiigees,  the  victims  of 
their  duty  and  attachment,  shedding  their  blood  in 
company  with  the  confederate  armies,  while  they 
were  excluded  from  the  laws  of  war,  not  admitted 
to  be  exchanged,  and,  if  taken  prisoners,  murdered 
in  the  uniform  of  the  powers  who  were  at  war  with 
their  oppressors.  The  Princes  of  Lorraine,  the 
Princes  Charles  and  Victor  of  Rohan,  Colonels  de 
Carncvillc,  de  Gorger,  and  many  others  were  serv- 
ing with  glory  in  the  Imperial  army.  In  order  to 
insure  those  rights  which  cannot  be  denied  the  com- 
monest soldier,  Suworow  intimated  to  General 
loreau  that  he  would  order  one  hundred  Frcncli 
prisoners  to  be  shot  for  every  emigrant,  serving  un- 
der him,  against  whom  the  decrees  of  the  republic 
should  be  put  in  execution. 

VOL.  XI.  N  During 
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During   this    general   wreck    of  republicanism, 
Moreau   was  very    aukwardly    situated.     He    left 
Turin,  whither  he  had  been  driven  by  his  defeat  of 
the  27th  of  April,  and  posted  himself  about  the 
fifth  of  May,  in  the  angle  of  the  two  rivers  between 
Valenza  and  Alexandria,  v/ith  a  view  of  protecting 
the  lortress  of  Tortona,  which  has  always   been  re- 
garded by  tlic  French  as  the  key  of  Italy.     But, 
from   the  same  motive   that  the   French  wished  to 
preserve  tliis  fortress,  Suworow  wished  to  wrest  it 
ft'om  them.     This  he  effected  by  marching  out,  on 
the  ninth  of  May,  with  his  whole  army,  and  over- 
awing Moreau,  while  he  sent  detachments  forward 
against  the   fortress.     The  Imperial    troops    under 
General  Melas  and  the  ^larquis  Casteller,  entered 
Tortona,  the  French  garrison  retiring  to  the  cita- 
del.   The  loyal  inhabitants  received  their  deliverers 
with  every   demonstration  ot  joy.     The  tovvm  was 
illuminated  tlie  whole  nis^ht,  and  the  next  dav  high 
mass  and  Te  Deum  were  sung   in  those   churches, 
within  whose  sacred  walls  the  impious  republicans 
had  committed  every  species  of  abomination.     The 
citadel,  which  contained  a  garrison  of  seven  hun-. 
dred  men,  was  imincdiately  besieged. 

Unable  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  Imperial  arms 
for  a  single  hour,  even  when  an  object  so  g;eat 
as  Tortona  was  at  stake,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
Moreau  soon  found  it  necessary  to  retreat  still  nearef 
to  the  Alps.  Before  the  end  of  May,  he  aban- 
doned his  position  between  the  I'o,  the  Tanaro, 
and  Bormido,  and  retreated  to  Coni.  He  was^ 
compelled  to  make  this  movement,  not  by  any 
considerable  defeat  of  the  armv  immediately  under 
his  command :  the  step  was  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  several  battles,  which,  tliough  not  gene- 
ral, always  weakened  the  republican  army.  Be- 
sides, the  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy  threatened 
daily  to  hem  liim  in  and  surround  h.im  ;  the  Pied- 
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montcse  were  taking  up  arms  against  him  in  his 
rear,  v>'hile5  in  front,  the  indefatigable  acdyit/  of 
.Siuvorow,  gave  him  not  a  moment's  rest. 

The  towns  and  citadels,  in  the  mean  time,  which 
remained  in  llie  hands  of  tlie  French,  were  daily" 
surrendering  ti)  the  Imperial  arms.  The  castle  of 
Milan  capitulated  on  the  'ilth  of  May;*  the  cita- 
del of  Ferrara  followed  on  the  25th,  and  Ravenna 
on  the  '27th.  Bologna,  where  there  was  a  consi- 
derable revolutionary  party  with  a  French  regiment, 
was  attacked  by  General  Klenau,  who  had  before 
taken  Ferrara.  Mantua,  therefore,  v.-as  now  the 
only  fortress  of  great  importance  that  the  allies  had 
lelt  behind  tlu-m  in  the  hands  of  the  French. 

In  Piedmont,  Cascd  and  Valenza  surrendered 
without  resistance,  and,  on  the  2'lt\\  of  May,  the 
right  of  the  Lnperial  army  entered  Turin,  the  gates 
being  opened  by  the  inhabitants,  and*  the  French 


*  The  repuhli cans  first  enlrred  Milan  in  the  month  of  May, 
lj[}(i,  and,  in  May  l/pp,  it  was  entirely  deUvered  of  ihem  ;  bnt, 
they  made  dre.idlul  havock  daring  their  stay.  Bi^sides  distignrin^ 
many  valuable  nnonumcnts  of  antiquity,  and  destroying  others, 
that  prince  of  plundefers,  Bonaparte,  sent  off  a  great  number  of 
I'.ianuscripts,  paintings,  &c.  &c.  to  Paris.  Cotdd  the  thieves  of 
all  countries  be  collected  together  into  an  army,  Bonaparte  would 
be  a  fit  commander  for  them. 

Milan  is  a  \tvf  ancient  city,  and  not  more  ancient  than  famed 
in  history.  It  was  built  in  the  year  3f)5  after  the  building  of 
R'jiiie;  it  has  been  besieged  fnriy-live  times,  twenty-three  times 
taken,  and  four  tiiDes  almost  entirely  destroyed.  It  was  rased  to 
the  ground  by  the  Emperor  Frederick  Barbarossa,  in  1158,  for 
its  rebellion.  Notv.'iihstanding  all  this  devastation,  it  rose  again 
oiUofits  ruins,  and  was  as  populous  in  the  sixteenth,  century, 
that,  in  the  year  1.524,  according  to  report,  300,(iOO  persons 
were  carried  off  by  the  plague  (without  the  assistance  of  "  mer- 
curial purges,"  and  "  bleeding  almost  to  death")  :  at  present  it 
contains  about  170,000  inhabitants.  Ic  has  tv/enty-two  gates, 
sixty-one  churches,  besides  many  other  maguiticent  buildings. 
The  city  is  fortified  by  a  rampart  and  wall,  and  has  a  citadel, 
consisting  of  a  castle  surrounded  wiili  bi,\  bastioiis  and  out- 
woiks. 
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garrison  having  retired  to  the  citadel.  Thus  was 
the  capital  of  another  Christian  Prince  once  more 
rescued  from  the  tyranny  of  the  barbarians.  The 
republicans  did  indeed,  after  they  had  retired  to 
the  citadel,  begin  to  play  upon  the  town  ;  but  the 
fatal  effects  of  this  last  effort  of  their  fiend-like  ma- 
lice was  prevented,  by  a  communication  made  to 
them  by  the  order  of  Suworow,  who  assured  them, 
that  unless  they  immediately  ceased  their  fire  on 
the  city,  710  cjuarter  should  be  granted  to  them- 
selves. They  remembered  the  history  of  Ismaely 
and  they  had  the  prudence  to  cease.* 

There  remained  to  be  reduced  the  citadels  of 
Turin,  Alexandria  and  Tortona.  The  first  a  most 
excellent  fortress,  with  three  thousand  men,  and 
an  ample  supply  of  ammunition  and  provisions. 
Coni,  whither  Moreau  was  retired,  was  capable  of 
defence  ;  but  from  Coni  to  the  frontiers  of  France, 
there  were  no  fortifications,  except  Savona  and 
Montalban. 

The  despots  of  Paris  had  not,  however,  been 
idle  all  this  time.  They  made  great  and  astonishing 
exertions  to  reinforce  the  army  of  Moreau  ;  the 
greater  part  of  the  body,  which  was  stationed  towards 
Nice,  under  the  command  of  Avgereaii  was 
sent  to  join  him  j  two  whole  divisions  were  sent 
him  from  the  army  in  Switzerland ;  and  the  con- 
scripts were  hastened  away  from  the  interior  of 
France,  in  their  wooden  shoes,  and  the  bayonet 
at  their  backs. 

The  remaining  hope  of  the  Directory,  was,  to 
assemble  by  successive  reinforcements  a  body  suf- 
ficient to  command  the  attention  of  Saworow's 
army,  (now  greatly  reduced  by  the  detachments  he 

*  It  is  \vt)rthy  of" observation,  that  (lie  republicans  have  always 
been  most  insolent  to  ihose,  who  were  foolish  enough  to  treat 
them  with  gentleness.     Suivoroiv  knew  their  dispositions  well. 

•    -  had 


JANUARY,  i8oQ.  i8i 

had   made  from  it\  till   Macdonald  could  form  a^ 
junction  with  Moreau,  or  till  by  the  rapid  marches, 
which  Macdonald  was  ordered  to  make,  Suvvorow 
should  be  placed  between  two  fires. 

So!P.e  supposed,  that  Macdonald,  who  was  ad- 
vancing through  Tascany,  would  proceed  with  all 
haste  to  Genoa,  by  the  way  or  Lucca^,  Massa, 
Carrara,  and  Sarsana ;  but  the  plan  was  more 
bold.  Macdonald,  having  been  joined  by  the  di- 
vision of  Victor,  instead  of  attempting  to  join  Mo- 
reau by  passing  through  the  Genoese  territory, 
turned  off  from  the  sea-shore,  and  having  left  most 
of  his  artillery  and  heavy  ba^^a^-e  in  the  states  of 
the  Church,  pushed  on  with  great  rapidity  through 
JModena  and  Parma,  in  order  to  form  a  junction 
with  ^lorcau  in  the  Tortonese,  whence  they  were 
to  cross  the  Po  together,  and  march  to  the  relief  of 
Mantua. 

This  plan  was  not  injudicious,  ito  execution  was 
committed  to  men  of  great  skill  and  of  undoubted 
bravery,  and,  had  it  succeeded,  the  Imperialists 
would  not  only  have  lost  all  their  conquests  in  the 
Cisalpine  republic,  but  v/ould,  themselves,  have 
been  placed  in  a  very  dangerous  situation.  But 
it  was  completely  trustrated  by  the  superior  genius, 
the  watchtuiness,  and  the  unexampled  promptitude 
of  Suv.orow. 

Moreau's  head-quarters  were  at  Coni,  between 
which  and  Genoa  he  preserved  a  communication. 
Suworow  was  at  Turin,  trom  which  place,  in  order 
to  aid  the  loyal  Piedmontesc,  and  to  preyent  Mo- 
reau trom  receiving  succours  across  the  Alps,  he 
had  pushed  on  his  advanced  posts  to  Suza,  Assietta, 
and  Piguerola,  and  had  detached  a  party  to  take 
possessions  ot  the  valleys  of  X'auduis,  where  the 
French  had  raised  the  people  in  their  cause.  The 
adyanccd  ^ruard  of  his  armv  extended  to  Cherasco 
and  its  neighbourhood.     He   was  making  prepara- 
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t'lons  for  the  siege  of  the  citadel  of  Turin,  while  he 
overlooked  and  protected  the  blockades  of  the  ci- 
tadels of  Alexandria  and  Tortona.  Ni-mcrouSj 
however,  as  were  the  objects  that  demanded  his 
attention,  the  motions  of  ^IacdGnald  did  not  escape 
his  watchful  eye  ;  and,  though  he  had  little  expcc- 
tatiori  of  the  republican's  attempting  what  it  after- 
wards appeared  he  had  in  view,  yet  the  Field- 
Marshal  took  care  to  station  Major-Gencral  Ho- 
hcnzollern,  with  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  at 
Modena,  and  Lieutenant-General  Ott,  with  ten 
thousand  men,  at  Fort  Novo,  between  Parma  and 
Placenza,  while  the  body,  under  General  Klenau, 
at  Bologna,  was  ordered  to  come  up,  and  act  as  a 
corps  of  reserve  to  either  of  these  that  should  be 
attacked. 

S'jworow,  as  soon  as  he  was  apprized  of  the 
route  that  Tviacdonald  had  taken,  went  from  Turin 
to  Alexandria,  where  he  assembled  his  army,  on 
the  15th  of  June,  in  order  to  meet  him,  give  him 
battle,  and  prevent  any  junction  of  his  army  with 
that  of  Moreau, 

In  the  mean  time,  Macdonald,  the  celeritv  of 
w^hcse  march  was  astonishing,  arrived  at  Modena, 
on  the  12t:h,  attacked  the  advanced  corps  under 
General  Hohenzollern,  and  obli:>:ed  liim  to  recross 
the  Po  w  ith  great  precipitation  and  considerable 
loss,  while  his  superior  force  held  General  Klenau 
in  perfect  inactivity.  From  Modena  he  pushed  on 
with  incredible  speed  through  Reggio  and  Parma, 
and,  on  the  17th,  presented  hiiiise'f  before  Fort 
Novo,  v/here  he  fell  upon  tlie  corps  under  General 
Ott,  who  had  received  orders  net  to  weaken  his 
force  by  a  hazardous  battle,  but  rather  give  way, 
and  retreat  towards  the  main  army,  whicli  vyas  ad- 
vancing to  his  support. 

Hitherto  the  active  and  daring  IMacdonald  had 
met  with  no  obstacle.     Moreau,  too,  had  quitted 

Coni, 
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Coni,  and,  by  rapid  marches,  was  approachins^ 
his  countrymen;  so  that,  on  the  17th,  the  Repub- 
lican armies  were  but  a  tew  leagues  from  each 
other.  Macdonald  having  proceeded  with  so  much 
facility,  having  driven  corps  after  corps  before  him, 
seems  to  have  been  intoxicated  with  his  success  ; 
for,  when  he  saw  the  ten  thousand  men  under  Ge- 
neral Ott  retreat  so  hastily  from  Fort  Novo,  wirti 
little  or  no  resistance,  he  is  said  to  have  written  to 
Moreau  in  the  followinij  words :  "  La  victoire  est 
"  encore  fidele  aux  armes  des  republicams :  il  n« 
"  reste  plus  qu'une  petite  espace  entre  nous,  et  les 
"  routes  sont  belles."*  Moreau  replied  to  the 
bearer  of  the  letter :  '•'  C'est  vrai,  quil  n'y  reste 
"  qu'une  petite  espace  entre  nous ;  mais  dans  cctte 
**  espace  il  se  troiive  Sukovow,  qui  vaut  bien  unc 
*'  mauvaisc  route,  f"  But  Moreau  had  been  at  the 
battle  of  the  Adda! 

Just  after  Macdonald  had  driven  in  General 
Ott,  and  had  crossed  the  Trebia,  wliich  opened  to 
him  the  way  to  Tortona,  where  Moreau  was  al- 
ready arrived,  he  was  met  by  Suivorow.  There 
ended  his  career !  There  he  found,  as  Moreau 
had  foretold,  "  an  obstacle  full  as  formidable  as  a 
"  bad  road."  The  gulph  between  Lazarus  and 
Dives  was  not  more  dangerous  and  terrific,  than 
the  space  which  now  remained  between  tlie  re- 
publican armies. 


*  "  Victory  is  still  faithful  to  the  arms  of  the  Republicans  ; 
•'  there  remains  but  a  little  space  between  us,  and  the  roads  are 
"  excellent." 

t  "  It  is  true,  there  is  now  but  a  little  space  between  us; 
"  but  in  that  space  is  Suworow,  au  obstacle  full  as  foiiiiidable 
»•  as  a  bad  road." 
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The  Field-Marshal  arrived,  with  the  vanguard, 
at  St.   Giovanni,*  at  the  moment  that   jMacdonald 
was  making  up  to  it,  in  pursuit  of  General  Ott. 
Suworow,  tliough  his  troops  were  greatly  fatigued, 
immediately  rushed  on  to  the  support  of  General 
Ott,  with  his  vanguard,  under  Prince  Porkrazion, 
and  two  regiments  of  Cossacks,  the  latter  he  led  in 
person,  and   commenced  a  most  furious  and   de- 
structive attack,  in  which  he  was  soon   after  sup- 
ported   by  his   infantry,  on   the  left   wing   of  the 
French,  who,    after  an  obstinate  resistance,  were 
driven  across  the  little  river  Tidone,  leaving   one 
thousand   men  killed,  a    great  number  wounded, 
and  four  hundred   prisoners.     In  the   mean   time, 
the  right  wing  and  flank  of  the   republicans  were 
attacked  by  the  Russian  General  Prince  Gorzakow, 
while    General   Ott   advanced  against  the  centre. 
The  French  w^ere  repulsed  every  where,  and  were 
all  driven  over  the  Tidone  before  sun-set. 

Night  suspended,  but  was  very  far  from  putting 
an  end  to  the  battle.  Macdonald  retreated  to  the 
Trebia,  on  the  left  bank  of  which  he  formed  his 
line  of  battle  during  the  night,  which  Suworow's 
army  passed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tidone,  six  or 
seven  m.iles  from  the  Trebia,  with  which  it  runs  for 
some  distance,  in  a  line  nearly  parallel. 

The  troops,  on  both  sides,  were  cruelly  fatigued. 
Suworow,  therefore,  did  not  put  his  army  in  mo- 
tion till  late  the  next  morning,  knowing  that  the 
additional  energy,  which  his  troops  would  receive 
from  proper  refreshment,  would  more  than  over- 
balance any  advantage  of  position,  that  the  enemy 
could  derive  from  a  tew  hours  delay. 


*  A  castle  and  small  fortress  in  the  Dutchy  of  Parma,  ten 
rniles  from  Placenza,  Ojr  Placentia, 

It 
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It  was  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  eiglit- 
eenth,  when  the  Imperial  army  broke  up  from  the 
left  bank  of  the  Tidone,  forded  tlie  river  in  three 
columns,  and  advanced  towards  the  enemy ;  but, 
the  country,  though  very  flat,  being  intersected  by 
numerous  hedges,  rows  of  vines,  and  deep  ditches, 
it  was  with  no  small  difficulty,  that  Prince  Porkra- 
zion,  with  the  advanced  guard,  reached  the  French 
left  wing  by  one  o'clock.  Suworow's  army  con- 
sisted of  seventeen  battalions  of  Russians,  twehe 
battalions  of  Austrian  dragoons,  and  tiuee  regi- 
ments of  Cossacks,  besides  the  Austrian  division 
under  General  Ott,  making  in  all  about  30,000 
men;  so  that  the  two  armies  were  equal  as  to 
numbers,  and  that  of  Macdonald  was  composed 
entirely  of  French  troops,  one  Polish  legion  ex- 
cepted. The  French  had,  indeed,  the  advantage 
of  having  chosen  their  ground  ;  but,  as  the  country 
was  perfectly  level,  and  as  there  were  neither  re- 
doubtg  nor  intrenchments,  this  advantage  was  very 
inconsiderable. 

Now,  then,  the  long-contested  question  respect- 
ing the  pretended  superiority  oi  repiiblican  courage 
was  to  be  fairly  and  finally  decided.  On  the  one 
side  were  I/nperialisfs,  led  by  a  jjohleman  not  more 
famed  for  his  valour  than  his  loyalty  and  piety ; 
on  the  other,  were  Republicans,  commanded  by  a 
sujis-culotte,  bold  and  persevering,  inured  to  trea- 
son, sacrilege  and  blood.  The  strength  of  the 
combatants  was  equal,  and  great  was  the  stake  ; 
for,  on  the  issue  of  the  battle  it  depended,  not  only 
whether  the  laurel  should  grace  the  brow  of  Su- 
worow,  or  of  Macdonald ;  but,  whether  loyalty, 
or  treason,  should  prosper,  and  VNhether  Italy,  the 
seat  of  the  arts  and  the  garden  of  the  world,  should, 
in  future,  consist  of  Christian  kingdoms  and  prin- 
cipalities, or  of  base  and  impious  republics. 

Suworow 
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Suworow  put  his  right  wing  under  the  command 
of  the  Russinn  General  Rosenhurg,  his  left  under 
that  of  the  Austrian  Genera!  Melas,  and  the  centre 
under  that  of  the  Russian  General  Foer..ter.  The 
Russian  Major-General  Prince  Porkrazion  com- 
manded the  vaniTuard,  and  Prince  Lichtenstein 
the  reserve.  Prince  Porkrazion  had  tlie  honour  of 
beginning  the  attack.  He  marched  up  to  Mac- 
donald's  left  wing,  and,  amidst  a  shower  of  balls 
and  grape-shot,  rushed  in  at  the  head  of  his  infantry 
with  fixed  bayonets,  while  his  cossacks  turned  its 
fiank.  The  French  retreated,  leaving  prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  the  Prince,  their  iVdjutant-General, 
two  Colonels,  and  six  hundred  men  of  the  Polish 
legion,  with  one  cannon  and  a  pair  of  colours. 
Macdonald,  seeing  the  situation  of  his  left  wing, 
dispatched  to  its  assistance  a  strong  reinforcement, 
to  oppose  which  General  Rosenberg  added  the 
whole  division  of  Swevkowskv  to  the  van2:uard  of 
Prince  Porkrazion.  The  attack  was  renewed,  and 
French,  after  a  very  stout  resistance,  and  conside- 
rable loss  in  killed  and  taken,  were  driven  across 
the  Trcbia. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  centre  of  the  Imperialists, 
under  General  Foerster,  with  its  lioht  vansfuard, 
fell  m  with  the  vanguard  of  the  French,  which  was 
composed  of  one  thousand  horse  and  a  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  was  stationed  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  Tidone  and  tiie  Trebia.  This  vanguard 
was  attacked  and  driven  back  in  great  contusion 
on  the  centre  of  the  French  line,  which  was  then 
attacked  by  the  Russians  with  charged  bayonets, 
and  forced  across  the  Trebia ;  but,  Macdonald, 
being  resolved,  if  possible,  to  regain  his  position, 
and  having  speedily  reinforced  liTs  centre  with  se- 
veral battalions  and  a  strong  division  of  cavalry, 
broke  through  the  ranks  of  the  Austrian  infantry, 
and,  with  a  body  of  ten  thousand  men,  reached 

the 
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the  left  bank,  where  he  was,  hov/ever,  met  with 
such  unshaken  coura2:e  bv  the  Russian  column, 
who  coollv  waited  his  approach,  and  then  threw 
themselves  on  him  with  fixed  bayonets,  that  he 
was  obliared  again  to  take  shelter  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river. 

Nor  was  the  left  wing  of  the  Imperialists  less 
active,  less  brave,  or  less  successful.  General 
Melas,  having  under  him  the  Austrian  divisions  of 
Generals  Ott  and  Froelich,  attacked  the  French 
with  g-reat  intreoiditv,  and,  thuudi  he  had  to  over- 
come  intrepidity  equal  to  his  ov/n,  he  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  left  bank, 
but  without  following  him  across  the  river. 

Thus  terminated  the  second  day  of  this  well- 
fought  battle,  without  any  thing  very  decisive. 
Macdonald's  whole  army  had,  indeed,  been  obliged 
to  retreat  over  the  Trebia  ;  but  the  ground  he  had 
lost  was  not  much,  and  his  new  position  was  full 
as  good  as  his  former  one.  To  attack  him  the  Im- 
perialists must  cross  the  river,  and,  in  eo  doing  must 
expose  themselves  to  his  fire.  His  loss  had,  it  is 
true,  been  considerable  ;  but  hi^b  assailants  also  had 
met  with  loss,  and  the  prisoners  they  had  taken 
from  him  required  troops  to  guard  them.  Besides, 
Macdonald  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  the  arrival 
of  a  legion  or  Ligurians,  under  the  command  of 
General  la  Poype,  who  were  coming  from  the 
mountains  cf  Genoa,  above  Bobbio,  and  were  to 
fall  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  Imperial  arnr'.  Me, 
moreover,  entertained  strong  hopes,  and  not  with- 
out some  reason,  that  Moreau  would,  during  the 
next  day,  come  up  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  Suwo- 
ro\v,  while  he  engaged  him  in  front. 

The  Field  Marshal  did  not  pass  the  night 
without  anxiety.  He  had  left  the  Count  of 
Bdlegarde  to  blockade  in  his  absence,  the  citadels 
Ot  Tortona  and  Alexandria,  and  to  oppose  as  long 

as 
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as  possible,  the  progress  of  Moreau,  should  he  ad- 
vance ;  but,  as  the  force  under  the  Count  was  very- 
inconsiderable,  and,  as  the  strength  of  Moreau's 
army  was  unknown,  tlie  gallant  and  persevering 
resistance  of  Macdonald,  which  had  already  pro- 
longed the  battle  to  an  unexpected  duration,  could 
not  tail  to  produce  uneasy  sensations  in  the  mind  of 
Suworow.  During  the  night,  he  called  his  gene- 
rals together,  and,  after  having  stated  to  them  their 
situation,  and  the  difficulty  they  must  expect  to  en- 
counter, he  took  his  leave  of  them  with  these  im- 
pressive words :  "  To-morrow,  gentlemen,  remem- 
*'  ber,  that  on  our  swords  will  hang,  our  own  ho- 
*'  nours,  the  glory  of  our  sovereigns,  and  the  tate  of 
*'  Italv." 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  troops  of  both 
armies  were  so  fatigued,  that  the  battle  did  not  be- 
gin till  nine  o'clock.  The  lines  were  drav/n  up 
on  the  two  banks  of  the  Trebla,  tlie  Imperialists  on 
the  left  bank  and  the  French  on  the  right.  The 
river  is  nearly  a  mile  wide  from  bank  to  bank.  The 
intermediate  space  is  an  open  sand  divided  by 
several  streams,  which  were,  however,  fordable  in 
all  parts.  While  the  allies  were  preparing  to 
make  an  attack,  the  French  bep-an  a  most  tremcn- 
dous  fire  upon  the  whole  line,  and,  advancing  at 
the  same  time,  with  great  celerity,  against  the  vil- 
lage of  Cassaleggio,  they  turned  the  right  wing  of 
the  Russians,  and  obliged  them,  for  some  time  to 
fall  back ;  but,  at  this  instant.  Prince  Porkrazion 
fell  upon  their  re:ir  and  Hank,  and  made  great  ha- 
vock  amongst  them.  They  did  not,  however,  give 
up  their  object ;  they  repeatedly  renewed  the  attack 
upon  the  village,  and  were  every  time  repulsed  by  the 
Russians.  The  whole  left  wing  of  Macdonald  now 
made  a  furious  attack  upon  the  right  of  the  Rus- 
sians i   the    battle   became  uncommonly  obstinate 

and 
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and  bloody  ;  General  Dahlheim  made  the  first  im- 
pression upon  the  French,  who,  still  undaunted, 
made  a  second  attack,  and  though  General  Rosen- 
bergh  broke  through  their  whole  line,  tliis  did  not 
prevent  them  from  rallying,  and  with  redoubled  fury, 
commencing  a  third  attack.  The  contest  was  here 
at  last  decided  by  the  advance  of  Prince  Pork- 
razion,  who,  at  the  head  of  his  cossacs,  threw 
himself  amidst  the  French  with  irresistible  impe- 
tuosity, and  produced  a  confusion  of  which  Ge- 
neral Rosenbergh  took  advantage  and  completed 
their  deteat. 

To  the  left,  the  attack  of  the  French  was  equallv 
violent  on  General  Melas.  They  crossed  the  river 
Avith  two  thousand  horse  and  a  strong  column  of 
infantry,  detaching,  at  the  same  time,  a  second  co- 
lumn along  the  Po,  in  order  to  turn  the  left  flank  of 
General  Ott.  But  both  columns  were  repulsed. 
Prince  Lichtenstein,  without  considering  his  su- 
perior force,  met  the  vanguard  of  the  cavalry,  at- 
tacked it,  and  driving  it  back  upon  the  infantry, 
broke  the  line.  The  French,  however,  rallied 
again,  and  were  again  charged  by  the  prince, 
while  the  main  body  of  the  Austrians,  with  Gene- 
ral Melas  at  their  head,  came  up,  and  imding  the 
enemy  already  in  contusion,  drove  them  back  with 
very  great  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  taken. 

But,  it  was  for  the  centre  ot  the  Imperialists, 
composed  of  Russians,  and  commanded  by  Ge- 
neral Foerster,  that  Macdonald  reserved  his  most 
furious  assault.  Opposite  this  part  of  the  army  he 
had  erected  some  considerable  batteries,  from  which 
he  kept  up  a  constant  and  heavy  fire,  while  he  in 
person  advanced  across  the  river  with  his  centre 
column  consisting  of  the  flower  of  his  army.  'I'he 
Russians,  witiiout  firing  a  gun,  waited  his  approach, 
with  fixed  bayonets,  till  he  reached  ihe   left  bank 
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of  the  river,  when  tlie  whole  column,  led  by  Su- 
worow  in  person  with  General  Foerster  by  his  side, 
darted  lorward  upon  his  vanguard,  which,  imme- 
diately recoiling,  threw  the  main  body  into  con- 
fusion. The  carnage  that  ensued  vi^as  dreadful  j 
but,  Alacdonald,  whom  nothing  seemed  to  dis- 
hearten, and  who  still  hoped  to  see  jMoreau  arrive, 
rallied  his  troops  and  returned  to  the  attack.  He 
was  again  repulsed  and  thrown  into  confusion,  and 
atrain  he  rallied  and  renewed  the  fiijht.  He  was 
repulsed  again,  and  was  again  endeavouring  to 
rally,  but  finding  it  impossible,  he  attempted  to 
retreat  in  some  order  ;  but  in  this  also  his  endea- 
vours were  useless.  The  French  fled  in  the  greatest 
disorder  and  were  pursued  till  the  close  of  evening 
by  the  victorious  Suworow,  wlio  strewed  tlie  sands 
oi'  the  Trebia  with  the  bodies  of  four  thousand  re- 
publicans. This  blow  put  an  end  to  the  memorable 
and  obstinate  battle  of  the  Trebia.  The  French 
were  once  more  driven  across  the  river,  and  nidit 
once  more  sheltered  them  from  the  pursuit  of  their 
enemies. 

Macdonald,  who  had,  at  last,  determined  on  a 
retreat,  did  not  v/ait  for  the  sun  to  light  hiui  on  his 
way.  He  decamped  in  the  night,  sending  off  the 
division  of  Victor  towards  the  Val  de  Taro  to  keep 
open  his  communication  with  Genoa,,  and  hasten- 
ing, with  the  rest  of  his  army,  across  the  duchy  of 
Modcna,  towards  Tuscany.  Suworow  did  not. 
like  General  Howe  after  the  battle  of  the  White 
Plains,  desist  from  a  pursuit,  saying  that  there  zcas 
enough  done  for  one  time.  No;  he  formed  his 
armv  into  flying  columns,  the  Russians  on  the  rigiU 
and  tlie  Austrians  on  the  left,  and  following  the 
fleeing  enemy  with  all  possible  speed  as  far  as  the 
river  Nura,  where  the  right  column  overtook  their 
rear  guard  near  St.  Giorgio,  made  prisoners  of  half 
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the  seventeenth  brigade,  and  about  one  thousand 
men  belonoins;  to  the  refjhnent  formerly  the  tamous 
Auvergne. 

The  pursuit  was  continued,  on  the  21st,  as  far  as 
Fiorenzola.  General  Ott  reached  Borgo  St.  Tonio 
the  same  day,  and,  the  next,  he  pursued  the  French 
to  Parma,  where  General  Hohenzollern  had  already 
arrived,  and  found  several  ot  Macdonald's  wound- 
ed men  left  behind.  On  the  22d  the  army  rested 
at  Fiorenzola  whence,  hov/ever,  in  consequence 
of  intelligence  received  from  his  rear,  Suv/orow 
liastened  back,  by  forced  marches,  towards  Tor- 
tona. 

Trie  Ligurian  legion,  consisting  of  3,000  men, 
which  Macdonald  had,  tor  three  days,  so  anxiously 
expected,  had  approached  near  to  the  scene  of 
action  ;  but  beiuGf  met  bv  General  Betetzkv,  who 
had  been  detached  by  the  Field-Marshal  for  that 
pu.rpose,  they  immediately  retreated  towards  Bob- 
bio,  were  pursued  by  General  Betetzky,  with  two 
r-jgimicnts  of  cossacks,  and  were  all  dispersed  ex- 
cept 500  killed  and  103  taken  orisoners.  But,  Mo- 
rd'a,'^  had,  din-ing  the  absence  ofSuworow,  leftConi 
and  advanced,  with  an  army  of  1."), 000  men,  into 
the  plains  between  Tortona  and  Alexandria.  On 
tlse  'JOth,  he  attacked  the  Austrian  corps  under  the 
Count  of  Bellegarde,  who  had  been  left  by  the 
Field  Marshal  to  blockade  those  two  citadels.  1  he 
Count's  force  was  very  inconsiderable;  he  succeed- 
ed, however,  though  v/ith  the  severe  loss  of  2,100 
men  in  killed,  v.ounded  and  prisoners,  in  keepinp- 
Morcau  at  bay  for  four. days,  at  the  end  of  which, 
the  latter,  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Macdonald, 
and  tearing  the  return  ot  Sovv'orow,  began  his  re- 
treat through  Novi  and  over  the  Bochetta,  towards 
G:ivi  and  Genoa,  and  had  the  good  luck  to  be  out 
oi"  reach  b-i^re  the  Field  Maroiiai  arrived. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  rear  of  Macdonald's  army, 
washarrassed  by  the  divisions  under  Generals  Ott, 
Hohenzollern  and  Klenau,  who  sent  in  great  num- 
bers of  prisoners.  The  division  of  Victor  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  its  position  in  the  Val  de  Taro, 
and  to  take  refuge  in  the  Genoese  territory ;  and 
^lacdonald  himself,  driven  from  a  position  he  had 
taken  behind  the  Secchia,*  pursued  by  the  Impe- 
rialists, harrassed  by  continual  insurrections  of  the 
people  in  Tuscany,  betrayed  by  the  Cisalpine  Ge- 
neral La  Hoz,  whom  he  had  left  in  that  country, 
and  menaced  with  the  approach  of  a  corps  of  Rus- 
sians just  landed  near  Ancona,  at  last  submitted  to 
abandon  a  country  disfigured  by  his  crimes.  He 
led  off  the  miserable  remains  of  his  armv,  now  re- 
duced  to  about  8,000  men,  first  towards  Leghorn, 
and  thence  alons^  the  states  of  Genoa  and  the  coiintv 
of  Nice,  whence  most  of  his  skeleton  divisions 
formed  a  junction  with  Moreau,  while  he  himself, 
as  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  his  perseverance,  his  in- 
credible toils  and  sufferings,  and  his  unshaken  fide- 
lity to  his  trust,  was  neglected,  if  not  disgraced  by 
his  masters !  Such  has  ever  been  the  gratitude  of 
Republics ! 

Suvvorow  was  now  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  vic- 
tory, amidst  the  admiration,  the  applauses,  and  be- 
nedictions of  the  people  for  whom  he  was  combat- 
ing. The  loss  of  the  Imperialists,  in  the  battle  of 
the  Trebia,  consisted  of  one  Lieutenant-colonel, 
thirty-six  oiricers  of  the  staff  and  commissioned  of- 
ficers, and  3,250  men,  killed ;  cind  of  three  Ge- 
nerals, three  Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-colonel,  187 
staff  and  commissioned  officers,  and  4,300  men, 
zvounded ;  making  in  all  7,781  men.  The  French 
lost,  m  killed,  6,200  men,  of  all  ranks  ;  in  p?'iso?iers 
taken  in  the  afield  of  battle,  5,087  ;  ivounded,  made 
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*  A  river  on  the  confines  of  Tuscany. 
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prisoners,  7,183,  amongst  whom  were  502  officers 
of  the  staff  and  commissioned  officers,  eight  Colo- 
nels, two  Generals  of"  division  (Olivier  and  RuskaJ, 
and  two  Generals  o^"  brigade  (Salm  and  Cambrecy)  ; 
making  in  the  whole  18,470  men. 

But,  it  was  neither  the  prisoners  taken,  nor  the 
numbers  slain,  it  was  neither  the  duration  of  the 
contest  nor  the  valour  displayed,  that  gave  the  most 
eclat  to  the  action  on  the  Trebia.  Battles,  which, 
though  long  and  bloody,  are  followed  by  no  impor- 
tant and  durable  consequences,  require  the  assist- 
ance of  books  to  preserve  them  from  oblivion  ; 
while  others,  which,  like  those  of  Blenheim,  Pidta- 
wa,  Hastings^  and  Agincourf,  decide  the  tate  of  ^ 
campaign,  or  change  the  dynasty  of  an  empire,  are 
immortalized  without  the  aid  of  historians  or  poets. 
This  is  the  destiny  of  the  battle  of  Trebia  ;  for,  it  at 
once  decided  the  fate  of  the  campaign  and  ot 
Italy. 

The  attempt  of  the  French  Geoerals  was,  in- 
deed, an  act  of  boldness  approaching  to  temerity, 
but  their  plan  was  vast,  and  most  admirably  con- 
certed. If  Suworow  had  been  two  days  later, 
Moreau  and  Macdonald  would  have  formed  a  junc- 
tion, and,  with  an  army  of  50,000  men,  would  not 
only  have  obtained  a  reinforcement  of  10,000  more, 
by  relieving  Mantua,  but  they  would,  by  the  same 
stroke,  have  completely  cut  off  all  communication 
between  the  armies  of  Krai/  and  SuicoroiO,  and 
would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  march  against, 
and  to  defeat,  whichsoever  they  chose.  Again,  it 
Suworow  had  had  five  thousand  troops  less,  if  he 
had  not  previously  received  a  reinforcement  from 
General  Kray  contrary  to  the  secret  orders  of  tiic 
Aulic  Council,  or  if  Moreau  or  the  Ligurian  le- 
gion had  come  up  during  the  battle,  tlie  conse- 
quence would  have  been  still  more  fatal.     So  that. 
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in  whatever  point  it  be  viewed,  it  was  the  battle 
of  tlic  Trebia  that  purged  Italy  of  republicans, 
and  restored  seven  princes  to  their  dominions. 

After  the  battle  of  the  Trebia,  the  Field  Mar- 
shal fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Alexandria,  where 
he  covered  the  sieges  of  the  citadel  of  that  place 
and  that  of  Tortona,  and  where,  till  the  battle  of 
Novi,  he  seemed  to  have  little  more  to  do  than  re- 
ceive the  pleasing  details  of  the  consequences  of  his 
victories  and  of  his  judicious  arrangements.  The 
first  intelligence  that  arrived  after  his  return,  was 
that  of  the  surrender  of  the  citadel  of  Turin,  which 
had  capitulated,  on  condition  of  the  garrison  being 
sent  to  France  to  be  exchanged  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Austrians,  General  Fiorella,  the  commandant 
of  the  garrison,  and  all  his  officers,  being  kept  as 
hostages  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  articles.  Thus 
was  this  noble  city,  the  capital  of  Piedmont  and 
the  King  of  Sardinia's  dominions,  once  more 
cleared  of  its  devastators.*     On  the  30th  of  June 

*  It  was  by  the  most  atrocious  perfidy,  that  the  French,  in 
Dec.  1/9^'  go'  possession  of  this  city.  The  timid  monarch  of 
Sardinia  had  made  sacrifict-  afier  sacrifice  to  the  peace  which  he 
at  last  obtained;  yet,  while  the  Directory  and  councils  were 
making  to  him  the  most  solemn  protestations  of  friendship, 
their  Generals,  who  pretended  to  be  preparing  for  the  evacu- 
ation of  his  dominion,  secure  d  al'  the  passes  to  his  capital,  and 
seized  on  it  in  the  midst  of  a  profound  security. 

To  describe  the  devastation,  the  horrid  crimes,  that  suc- 
ceeded this  perfidious  deed,  is  impossible,  "  The  wretched 
•'  SovEREiGX,''  says  the  Anti-Jacobin,  "  was  not  merely  de- 
prived of  his  throne,  but  subjected  to  insults  and  degradation 
which  render  life  itself  the  dearest  of  purchases.  When  the 
ruffian  General  Joubert  eutered  the  royal  palace  at  Turin,  head- 
dressed  the  fallen  monarch  in  language  the  most  insolent  and 
vulgar,  and,  echoing  the  brutal  sentiments  of  his  republican 
masters,  told  him  the  time  was  come  to  put  an  end  to  his  per-, 
fidious  machinations,  his  infanious  treachery,  and  his  base  ingra- 
titude to  the  Grande  Natmi.  He  ordered  him,  in  an  authoritative 
tone,  to  quit  the  country,  with  his  wife,  without  delay;  but, 
as   for   that   assassin,    his   bit)ther  (the   Duke   d'Aosta),    he 

should 
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the  French  garrison  of  Bologna  capitulated  with 
General  Klenau,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  few 
sans-culottes  that  remained  in  FioT'e/ice,  retreated  to 
Leghorn,  where  as  they  could  escape  no  further, 
thev  canitulated.  The  insii^niricant  2jan  isons,  that 
had  been  left  in  different  parts  oi:  Tuscany  ioWowcd 
the  example  of  their  brother  republicans,  and  laid 
down  their  arms,  one  after  another  ;  not,  however, 
before  they,  and  their  predecessors,  under  Cham- 
pionnet  and  Macdonald  had  lett  the  print  of  their 
rapacious  and  sacrilegious  hands  on  that  beautitul 
and  happy  countr\',  and  destroyed  in  six  months, 
the  fruit  of  fortv  years  wise  and  paternal  administra- 

should  remain,  and  be.  sent  as  a  hostage,  to  France.  Here  fra- 
ternal affection  arose  superior  to  every  other  feeling  in  the 
breast  of  this  unhappy  princs;  he  begged,  intreated,  and  im- 
plored for  permis-ion  to  take  his  brother  with  him  into  exile. 
Joubert  remained  inexorable.  At  length  the  King,  forgetful  of 
his  dignity,  and  departing  from  that  manliness  of  sentiment 
which  dignifies  misfortune,  and  paliiates  disgrace  itself,  burst 
into  tearsj  and  tbrezu  himself  at  the  feet  of  this  wretched  upstart, 
this  low,  base  reptile,  engendered  in  the  filth  of  the  revolution, 
this  miserable  satellite  of  a  regicidal  pentarchy,  who,  either  from 
a  momentary  impulse  of  pity,  foreign  from  his  nature,  or  from 
the  sudden  adoption  of  a  secret  resolution  to  render  by  sub;e- 
quent  measures,  his  indulgence  nugatory,  deigned  to  signify  to 
the  supplicating  monarch  (but  still  preserving  his  tone  of  inso- 
lence and  arrogance)  his  compliance  with  the  request.  l"he 
Royal  Family,  accordingly,  prepared  for  their  dcpaiture.  As 
they  entered  the  carriage,  they  were  hailed  with  the  tears  and 
lamentations  of  an  alfcctionate  people: — for  (will  posterity  be- 
lieve it  !)  the  prince  thus  banished  from  his  dominions  by  a  fo- 
reign banditti  was  beloved  by  his  subjects."  One  would  have 
thouglit,  thit  this  was  enougli  to  gratify  even  republican  envy 
and  malice  ;  but,  the  savage  Joubert  (whom  we  shall  soon  see 
Suworow  stretch  dead  upon  the  plain)  was  not  yet  content,  he 
stripped  the  King  and  Queen  of  their  money  and  jewels,  and 
Seized  every  thing  valuable  in  the  [)alace.  Tiie  royal  cap;;ves 
were  conducted,  through  the  duchies  of  Milan  and  Modena, 
into  Tuscany.  On  the  24th  of  February  ihey  embarked  on 
board  a  Ragusan  ship  at  Leghorn,  whence  a  part  ot"  the  Eng- 
lish squadron,  which  wailed  at  a  distance,  conveyed  ilicm  10 
the  island  of  S3f4inii». 
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tion,  which  all  the  concessions,  humiliations  and 
sacrifices  of  the  Grand  Duke  h^d  not  been  able  to 
preserve  from  their  clutches.  In  the  States  of  the 
Chia-ch,  where,  two  months  before,  "  nothing  was 
*'  to  be  seen  but  scaffolds,  ruins,  famished  inhabi- 
"  tants,  the  most  horrible  tyranny,  all  the  crimes  of 
**  avarice,  oppression,  revenge  and  despair  ;"  in  the 
S'tafc'S  of  the  Church,  two  months  before  ruled  by 
an  execrable  republican  banditti,  who  extorted  the 
last  crust  from  the  peasant,  and  who  answered  the 
cries  of  hunger  with  the  bayonet ;  in  these  op- 
pressed States  there  now^  remained  only  a  small 
garrison  in  lio?ne  (whence  Championnct  had  been 
recalled,  and  whence  Macdonald  had  wathdraw^n  a 
great  part  af  the  troops),  a  still  smaller  in  Ancona 
and  in  Civita  Vecchia.  The  republican  troops  in 
the  interior  were  reduced  to  a  few'  bands  of  roving 
thieves,  who,  lor  safety,  depended  upon  their  hiding- 
places  rather  than  their  arms.  Lower  down,  in  the 
Neapolitan  dominions,  affairs  took  a  turn  still  more 
decided.  Some  remains  of  the  royal  army  having 
assembled  in  Calabria,  with  some  of  the  peasants, 
marched  under  the  brave  Cardinal  Buffo,  to  the 
relief  of  Naples,  soon  after  it  was  left  by  Mac- 
donald. Just  as  the  city  had  opened  its  gates  on, 
the  27th  of  June,  in  consequence  of  a  capitula- 
tion, which  the  king;  attorwards  retuscd  to  ratitv  be- 
cause  it  stipulated  a  pardon  for  the  traitor  Moliterno, 
Lord  Nelson,  with  his  squadron  arrived  in  the  bay, 
and  the  forts  of  St.  Elmo,  Capua,  and  Gaeta,  being 
very  soon  recaptured,  and  the  French  sent  h.ome 
on  parole,  the  king  returned  to  his  capital  about 
the  end  of  July,  after  having  been  exiled  from  it 
for  the  space  of  four  months.  The  traitor  Moli- 
terno was  swung  from  tlie  yard-arm  of  a  British 
frigate,  and,  before  the  end  of  July,  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  wdiolc  kingdom  of  Naples  was  com- 
pleted by   the   exertions  of  Admiral  Nelson  and, 
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Captain  Trowbridge,  with  the  sailors  and  marines 
under  their  command,  aided  by  a  tew  slight  de- 
tachments of    Neapolitan,    Russian,    and    British 


troops. 


But  had  it  not  been  for  the  glorious  result  of 
the  battle  of  the  Trebia,  had  Macdonald  formed  a 
junction  with  Moreau,  or  had  the  tormer  defeated 
Suworow,  instead  of  havino;  his  own  armv  almost 
annihilated,  the  re -conquests  of  Naples,  Tuscany, 
8cC.  would  not  have  taken  place  ;  or,  if  they  had, 
thev  would  have  been  of  short  duration,  and  would 
onlv  have  tended  to  incense  fhe  tvrants  of  France, 
who  would,  with  their  usual  impudence,  have 
termed  them  j^ebellions,  and  would  have  made  them 
the  pretext  of  new  confiscations  and  murders.  It 
was,  then,  to  the  battle  of  the  Trebia  that  this 
long  and  rapid  succession  of  happy  events  was  to 
be  attributed ;  it  was  that  which  revived  the 
hopes  and  the  courage  of  all  honest  men  in  Italy, 
and  plunged  half  a  million  of  miscreants  into 
despair.* 


*  The  wretches,  which  the  French  put  into  power  in  Jtaly 
are,  and  very  properly,  become  objects  of  ridicule  with  all 
good  men.  Their  fall  is  one  ct"  those  acts  of  justice,  which 
we  may  contemplate  with  sensations  unmixed  with  pain.  In 
their  crimes  as  M-ell  as  in  their  punishment,  ihey  bear  a  strong 
resemblance  to  the  Jitvs ;  the  latter  crucified  the  author  of 
Christianity,  and  the  former  endeavoured  to  destroy  Christianity 
itself.  Both  are  wandering  over  the  face  of  the  wide  world, 
without  a  country  to  own  them. — On  ihis  occasion  I  can- 
not lielp  quoting  a  passage  from  a  little  poem,  entitled,  "  The 
Fall  cf  Cisalphia^'  published  in  that  excellent  periodical  work, 
Tke  Anti- Jacobin  Rov'teiv  and  Magazine. 

The  author  conducts  a  fugitive  ex-director  of  the  Cisalpine 
republic  to  London,  whence  he  looks  back  (as  is,  I  believe 
usually  the  case  with  all  fcri;fi^-fl/m),  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to 
the  country  and  time,  where  and  when  his  talents,  or  raiher 
talons,  were  employed,  in  the  profitable  work  of  conficaiiori  and 
murder.  _. 

0  3  "  ^°5« 
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While  the  Imperialists  were  thus  gathering  the 
well-earned  fruits  of  their  former  victories,  the 
French  were  meditating  another  attack  on  them, 
more  desperate  than  betore  ;  in  which,  however, 
they  were  only  preparing  new  disgrace  for  them- 
selves, and  fresh  laurels  for  Suworow. 


"  Time  was,  I  hastened  on  the  banks  of  Po 

The  hatchet  quick,  and  contribution  slow  : 

Conipell'd  the  pampei'd  Noble  to  retreat, 

And  garrison'd  niyself,  his  feudal  seat  : 

Steel'd  the  young  pciirioi's  squeamish  arm  to  kill. 

And  learn  the  luxury  of  doing  ill  : 

With  ardour  snapp'd  the  matrimonial  thrall. 

Then  rul'd,  as  Abbess,  in  a  convent's  wall : 

Till  the  wild  Russian  join'd  in  Austria's  cause. 

To  prop  religion,  reinstate  the  laws. 

Restore  to  slavery,  Lombardia's  race. 

And  dash  the  new  republic  from  her  base." 

"  Ah  !  sad  I  hasten'd  through  the  midnight  gloom. 

With  Brutus  head  and  breeches,  en  costume  3 

When   (as  good  Marius,  'mid  Minturnae's  bogs. 

In    silent  anguish  fraternized  with  hogs.) 

Quick  o'er  Ferrara's  marshy  plains  I  hied. 

No  wine  to  cheer  me,  and  no  moon  to  guide. 

Around  me,  French,  Cisalpines,  Piedmontese, 

(Alas  !  we've  found  no  classic  name  for  these,) 

Ligurians,  Romans,  Spaniards,  Poles,  and  Swiss, 

Conscription  volunteers,  both  Trans  and  Ciss, 

(Like  Babel's  bricklayers,)  from  Suworow's  van. 

O'er  the  communes  in  gay  confusion  ran. 

Quick  march'd  the  Russian  through  the  track  of  blood. 

And  each  department  groan'd,  and  melted  where  he  stood." 

"  Next,  through  Milan  I  pass,  and  passing  grieve. 
Then  sighing  leave  her,  perhaps  for  ever  leave. 
Ill-fated  city  !     Commerce  shall  defile 
Thy  crouded  streets,  and  joy  and  plenty  smile  ; 
The  busy  murmur  through  thy  marts  shall  grow. 
And  English  stuffs  in  v\;archouses  o'erflow  ! 
No  more  (he  keen-ey'd  murder  shall  be  seen. 
To  revel  deftly  on  the  guillotine. 
But  sober  Justice  on  thy  bench  shall  sit, 
Thron'd  by  the  Russian  steel  and  gold  of  Pitt." 

"  Delays,  were  death,  while  wafted  from  my  rear. 
Loud  blasts  of  transports  pall  my  sicken'd  ear ; 

Proclarm 
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Moreau,  after  the  battle  of  the  Trebia,  retreated 
in  great  haste  from  before  Torton:i,  and  having  as- 
sembled the  remnant  of  his  own  army,  and  the  mi- 
serable scattered  remains  of  Macdonald's,  amounting 
in  all  to  about  twentv-five  or  thirty  thousand  men, 
formed,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  a  line  of  defence 
in  the  strong  position,  taken  bv  Bonaparte  when  he 
first  entered  Italy,  and  which,  from  Savona  to 
Vado,  extended  through  the  Appenines,  and  be- 
hind the  Bormida  to  Mellesimo.  While  the 
French  General  was  employed  in  strengthen- 
ing his  already  advantageous  ground,  and  at- 
tending to  the  collecting  ot  his  arm}',  and  to 
the  organizing  and  disciplining  ot  the  detachments 
sent  to  him  from  the  interior  of  France,  Field- 
Marshal  Suworow,  confining  himself  to  advancing 
the  sieges  of  the  important  fortresses  of  Alexandria, 
Tortona,  and  Mantua,  and  having  his  force  very 
much  divided,  undertook  no  operation  either  against 
Genoa,  still  groaning  under  the  yoke  ot  republi- 
canism, or  against  Moreau's  position ;  so  that, 
from  the  latter  end  of  June  to  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust, when  the  battle  qfXovi  was  fought,  both  armies 
remained  in  a  state  of  seeming  inactivity. 

In  the  bcoinnins:  of  Auirust,  Moreau,  to  whose 
zeal,  patience,  courage,  and  military  popularity, 
the  Directory  were  (as  M.  Mallet  du  Pan*  justly 

Proclaim  the  victor,  and  confirm    their  choice. 

By  each  apostate  renegade's  voice  : 

While,  jilted  by  her  votaries,  freedom  sees 

Her  fanes  revers'd,  erased  lier  sage  decrees} 

Fanatic  crouds  their  exil'd  priests  recall. 

Old  DUKiiDOMs /'i-sf,  and  new  kevuhiacs  fall !" 

*  To  this  Gentleman's  valuable  periodical  work,  "  Le  JMercure 
Britannifjue,"  I  am  indebted  tor  much  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  this  History.  His  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  several 
revolutionized  countries,  appears  to  be  superior  to  that  ot  any 
other  writer.  From  his  remarks  o«  that  sul/ject,  1  have  protited 
largely,  and  in  three  or  four  places  I  have  not  scrupled  to  insert 
almobl  hleral  translations  from  his  profound  and  elegant  writings. 
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observes)  indebted  for  still  having  an  army  in  Italy, 
was  ordered  to  give  up  the  command  of  that  army 
to  Joubcrt,  and  was  himself  then  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  troops  then  assembhng  in  Alsace. 

Aleanwhile  the  citadel  of  Alexandria,  though 
defended  by  General  Gardenne,  one  ot  the  bravest 
officers  and  staunchest  republicans  in  the  French 
army,  capitulated  on  the  21st  of  July,  a  week  after 
the  trenches  were  opened  by  the  Imperialists,  un- 
der the  Count  of  Bellegarde.  The  speedy  reduc- 
tion of  this  fortress  tended  to  frustrate  the  plans  of 
Joiibert,  whose  present  object  was  to  gain  time,  in 
order  to  re-organize  his  army,  discipline  the  new 
levies  dailv  coming  in  from  France,  enable  fresh 
succours  to  arrive,  and  secure  the  advantage  of  a 
diversion  to  be  made  by  the  army  of  the  Alps, 
which  was  collecting  in  Dauphine  and  Savoy,  un- 
der General  Championnet. 

In  this  situation,  and  with  these  views  before 
him,  he  received  the  dreadful  intelligence  of  the 
fall  o^ Mantua,  v.hich  noble  city  and  most  important 
fortress  had  surrendered,  by  capitulation,  to  Ge- 
neral Kray,  on  the  28th  of  July,  alter  a  siege  of 
twenty  days, 

Joiibert  wished  for  nothing  so  much  as  delay  j 
but,  while  it  was  doubtful  whether  a  delay  of  even 
a  month  would  give  him  all  the  additional  advan- 
tages he  expected  irom  it,  it  was  certain  that  a  few 
davs  would  bring:  Suworow  a  reinforcement  of 
20,000  victorious  Austrians,  led  by  the  brave  Ge- 
neral Kray.  Tliis  consideration  determined  Jou- 
bert  to  wait  no  longer,  but  to  take  the  offensive 
himself,  attack  the  Imperialists  before  the  junction 
could  take  place,  and  raise,  it  possible,  the  siege 
of  Tortuna. 

Suworow  suspected  his  intentions,  and  made  his 
preparations  accordingly.  General  Count  of  Bel- 
legarde, with  8,000  picn,  was  stationed  at  Serzo ; 

Gpieral 
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General  Kray,  who  had  fortunately  arrived  with 
his  army,  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Alexandria, 
while  the  Field-Marshal  himself,  with  600  Rus- 
sians, went  to  Possolo  Formigolo,  leaving  the  rest 
of  the  army  at  Rivalta. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  Joubert,  just  after  he 
had  put  his  army  in  motion,  had  the  mortitication  to 
learn,  that  the  much  dreaded  junction  of  Kray  and 
Suworow,  which  his  movements  were  intended  to 
prevent,  had  already  been  effected  !  This  unwel- 
.  come  and  unexpected  news  seems  to  have  given 
him  a  forebodino-  of  the  fate  w^hich  awaited  him: 
for  it  appears  that  he  wrote  to  his  wite  soon  after- 
wards, that  the  unlucky  position  of  the  armies  com- 
pelled him  to  engage  under  circumstances  that  gave 
him  but  little  room  to  hope  for  success.  It  was, 
however,  too  late  for  him  to  retract ;  he  must  either 
advance  or  retreat ;  longer  inactivity  was  become 
impossible.  His  left  wing,  therefore,  advanced 
from  Mellesimo,  crossed  the  Bormida,  dislodged 
the  8,000  men,  under  General  Bellegarde,  from 
Serzo,  and  posted  itself  on  the  Orba,  in  the  plains 
of  Alexandria.  The  Count  of  Bellegarde  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  fall  back,  after  a  shew  of  resistance, 
in  the  like  manner  that  General  Ott,  on  a  iormcr 
occasion,  had  been  ordered  to  act  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  Macdonald.  The  Field-Marshal  was  re- 
solved to  render  the  battle  general  and  decisive ; 
he,  therefore,  strictly  forbade  tl'.e  engaging  in  any 
partial  action,  in  consequence  of  whicli  order,  the 
advanced  posts  fell  back,  one  after  another,  and 
Joubert,  who  began  to  conceive  hopes  of  driving 
the  whole  army  with  as  much  tacilitv  as  he  h.id 
done  its  detached  bodies,  pushed  on  into  the  vici- 
nity of  Kovi,  and  took  possession  of  that  town. 

The  beautiful  and  extensive  plain  of  Piedmont, 
where  French  cruelty  had  so  often  stained  the 
ground  with  the  blood  of  the   innocent  peasant,  is 

terminated 
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terminated  at  Xovi  by  a  long  ridge  of  hills,  which 
though  not  very  lofty,  are  extremely  steep  and  rug- 
ged. Upon  the  top  of  this  ridge,  during  the  14th, 
the  French  army  tormcd  an  encampment,  and  on 
the  16th,  Joubert  intended  to  make  a  general  at- 
tack upon  the  allies.  In  this,  however,  he  was, 
notwithstanding  the  great  advantage  of  his  position, 
anticipated  by  the  Field-Marshal,  who  had  not 
marched  over  so  many  heights  with  his  Russians  to 
be  stopped,  at  last,  by  the  heights  of  Novi.  Minds 
like  that  of  Suv/orow  delight  in  overcoming  obsta- 
cles :  tlie  road  to  military  glory  is  always  up  hill 
and  difficult  ot  ascent. 

On  the  15th,  the  Imperialists  marched  to  the  at- 
tack. Joubert's  army  consisted  of  about  40,000 
men  ;  that  of  the  Allies,  of  about  47,000.  The 
superiority  of  the  latter,  as  to  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  who  were,  besides,  flushed  with  victory, 
was  still  greater  than  their  superiority  of  numbers; 
but  the  superiority  of  position  which  the  French 
possessed,  more  than  overbalanced  every  advantage 
of  the  Allies.  Joubert  had  his  line  already  formed, 
and  his  cannon  ready  to  play  upon  the  f.rst  colunin 
that  attempted  to  advance  ;  while  t'lie  Imperialists 
had  to  break  up,  to  advance,  and  to  form  again» 
under  a  continual  fire,  and  that  too  on  the  side  of  a 
hill,  upon  which  they  could  hardly  drag  their  can- 
non, much  less  bring  it  to  bear  upon  the  enemy. 

The  Imperial  army  was  in  motion  before  day- 
light. The  Field-Marshal  had  given  orders  that 
the  greatest  silence  should  be  observed,  and  so 
strictly  were  these  orders  obeyed  by  the  several 
divisions,  tliat  the  rirst  intimation  the  French  re- 
ceived of  their  approach  was  from  the  glistening  of 
their  bayonets  in  the  rays  of  the  sun,  just  peeping 
over  the  horizon.  Instantly  the  beat  to  anns  was 
heard  in  the  French  cam}>,  followed  by  the  Mar- 
sellois'  JJijmn^  while  cries  of  Viic  La  Rcpublique, 

and 
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and  of  Tortone  ou  la  mart,  rent  the  air.  Bat,  the 
sans-culottes  had  now  to  meet  an  enemy,  whose 
heart  was  neither  to  be  softened  by  sounds,  how- 
ever sweet,  nor  appalled  by  noises,  however  loud 
or  hideous. 

The  Allies  advanced  slowly  and  steadily  on,  in 
spite  of  the  most  tremendous  fire  from  the  whole 
line  of  the  French,  who,  regularly  drawn  up  on 
the  edge  of  the  heights,  took  their  aim  at  leisure, 
without  being  exposed  to  a  single  shot  in  return. 
Joiibert  commanded  his  centre  in  person,  Moreau 
the  right  wing,  and  de  Grouchj  the  left.  The 
right  wing  of  the  Imperialists,  consibting  of  Belle- 
garde's  corps  ot  Austrians,  was  commanded  by  the 
gallant  Kray,  the  conqueror  of  Scherer  and  of 
Mantua ;  to  the  left  General  Mclas,  with  another 
body  of  Austrians,  was  stationed  a  little  in  the  rear 
to  protect  Tortona  against  the  enemy's  right  wing, 
whose  destination  was  thouirht  to  be  against  that 
important  fortress ;  the  centre,  comiposed  entirely 
of  Russians,  was  led  by  Suworow. 

At  five  o'clock  General  Kray  reached  the  top 
of  the  heights,  and  immediately  began  tlie  attack, 
in  which,  a  few  minutes  after,  he  was  follov/cd  bv 
Suv.'orow  in  the  centre.  It  continued  with  great 
violence  for  several  hours,  during  which,  both 
sides  alternately  gave  way  and  advanced  again,  till 
the  Austrians  and  Russians  were  obliged  to  retire. 
About  tv»-o  o'clock,  the  Imperialists  made  another 
attack  ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  the  French 
6tiII  maintained  their  ground,  making  dreadful 
slaughter  amongst  their  enemies.  Both  armi.s 
now  prepared  for  a  third  and  more  mortal  confiiet: 
the  Imperialists,  marching  over  the  bodies  of  their 
slain,  rushed  in  upon  the  French,  with  the  utmost 
fury.  The  battle  became  uiicommonly  bloody,  the 
ground  was  strewed  with  dead  and  dying,  Joubert^ 
mortally  wounded,  was  with  much  difliculty  carried 

from 
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from  the  spot ;  but,  still  v^ictory  seemed  to  lean 
towards  the  republicans.  Most  fortunately  for  the 
Allies,  just  at  this  moment,  the  brave  old  General 
Melas,  who  had  turned  the  flank  and  beaten  the 
right  wing  of  the  French,  came  up  with  sixteen 
battalions  of  Austrian  infantry.  Tliis  decided  the 
contest.  The  whole  French  line  was  thrown  into 
confusion,  they  abandoned  Novi  and  its  heights, 
and  fled  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  Joubert 
was  now  dead  ;  four  other  Generals,  Perignan, 
Colli,  Portonncau,  and  Grouchy  (who  has  since  died 
of  his  wounds),  were  taken  prisoners  ;  and  Mo- 
reazi,  who  had  come  to  the  battle  as  a  volunteer 
under  Joubert,  led  off,  towards  Nice,  the  wretched 
ruins  of  his  army. 

The  loss  of  the  French,  in  the  battle  of  Kox'i,  con- 
sisted of  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  filty-seven  wag- 
gons, fourteen  standards,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
killed,  four  Generals  taken  prisoners,  and  15,000 
men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  taken.  Nor  was  the 
loss  of  the  Imperialists  much  less,  as  to  numbers. 
The  Austrians  had  5,600  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  the  killed  of  the  Russians,  owing  to  their 
obstinacy  in  refusing  quarter,  was  proportionably 
greater.  The  lowest  computation  makes  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  Allies  amount  to  12,000  men. 
The  Frencli  wtxQ  said  to  have  lett  Hvc  tliousand  men 
dead  on  the  field  of  battle;  but,  such  was  the  car- 
nage, such  the  indiscriminate  heaps,  in  which  Rus- 
sians, Austrians  and  French  lay  dead,  and  in  which 
they  were  buried,  that  the  exact  number  ot  the  lat- 
ter was  next  to  impossible  to  be  ascertained  by  any 
body  but  Moreau  himself,  whose  masters  thought 
it  prudent  never  to  publish  and  detail  on  the  un- 
pleasant subject. 

The  Directory  did,  however,  confess,  for  once, 
that  they  had  been  defeated.     If  Joubert  had  not 
been  killed,  the  ungrateful  despots  would  most  as- 
suredly 
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suredly  have  disgraced  him ;  but  as  he  was  dead, 
they  were  resoh'ed  to  turn  his  death  to  as  good  ac- 
count as  possible,  by  paying  to  his  memory  such 
funeral  honours  as  \vere  well  calculated  to  excite, 
among  their  volatile  slaves,  an  enthusiasm  that 
might  assist  in  replenishing  their  depopulated  ranks. 
Numberless  were  the  anecdotes,  which  were  rcr 
lated  in  proof  of  his  heroism ;  amongst  other  sto- 
ries, the  sillv  people  were  told,  that  even  after  he 
fell,  he  continued  to  call  out  to  his  army  :  "  en 
"  avunt !  en  crcant  !"*  But,  it  is  much  m.ore  pro- 
bable, that,  when  the  Russian  bullet  entered  his 
heart,  he  cried  out,  "  J/o/z  Dien!-\  and  fainted. 
Not  content,  however,  with  making  him  a  r<?/7z//'- 
licau  hero,  the}/  must  also  make  him  a  knight- 
errant.  It  was  said,  that,  as  he  marched  up  to  the 
battle,  he  placed  the  portrait  of  his  newly  married 
wife  in  his  bosom,  savins:  to  his  officers  :  "  II  faut 
*'  bien  que  jc  triomphe  !  fai  jure  a  mafemineeta 
"  ma  patrie,  que  f  arracJierai  le  laarier  de  la  tcHe 
"  de  ce  Russe^'X  That  Joubert  should  have  sworn 
this,  is  not,  indeed,  incredible  :  it  was  only  adding 
one  more  false  oath  to  those  he  had  taken  to  support 
his  king,  and  two  constitutions,  all  of  which  he  had 
successively  assisted  to  destroy  ;  nor  were  his  ex- 
pressions at  all  incompatible  with  that  mixture  of 
frivolity  and  ferocity,  which  characterize  the  rcpub- 
hcans  of  France ;  but,  he  forgot,  or  was  not  inform- 
ed, that,  if  there  was  any  valour-inspiring  virtue  in 
portraits,  Suworow  carried  one  at  his  breast  as  well 
as  he.§     At  any  rate,  neither  the  oath  nor  the  por- 

*  •*  Go  on  !  Go  on  !" 

t  "  My  God  !" 

X  "  \  must  surely  conquer !  I  have  sworn  to  my  wife  ntid 
to  my  country,  that  I  will  tear  the  laurel  from  the  brow  of  ihi* 
Russian." 

^  The  portrait  of  the  empress  of  Russia. 

trait 
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trait  was  of  any  avail.  The  laurel  still  grew  and 
still  flourished  on  the  brow  of  S'lmwroio,  who  now 
became  a  Prince  in  addition  to  his  other  titles ; 
while  disappointment,  defeat  and  death  were  the 
lot  of  the  presumptuous  Joubcrt,  whose  vile  car- 
case went  to  fatten  the  land  of  that  very  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, whom,  only  seven  months  before,  he  had  be- 
trayed and  driven  from  his  palace  and  his  dominions, 
and  whose  misfortunes  he  had  aggravated  by  every 
species  of  contumely,  insult,  and  degradation.* 

With  tlie  battle  of  Kovi  terminated  Suworow's 
campaign  in  Italy,  ^\  hence  he  soon  alter  marched, 
v.'ith  Ills  Russians,  to  co-operate  \\  ith  the  brave 
Archduke  Charles,  in  Switzerland  and  on  the  Rhine, 
leaving  the  Austrians,  under  Generals  Kray  and 
Melas,  to  act  against  the  French  army,  which  was 
now  stationed  in  the  states  of  Genoa,  under  the 
command  of  the  ferocious  Championnet,  the  plun- 
derer of  Naples  ana  of  Rome.  This  army  was 
considerably  augmented,  and  gave  that  of  the  Au- 
strians no  small  embarrassment;  but,  though  Genoa, 
when  the  last  advices  came  away,  still  writhed  un- 
der the  horrible  tyranny  of  the  republicans,  and 
though  some  few  passes,  posts,  and  trij4ing  districts, 
on  the  skirts  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  still  remained 
in  their  possession,  their  forces  were  acting  rather 
as  defenders  of  France  tlian  invaders  of  Italy. 
Civita  Vecchia  m^dJiome,  the  only  places  of  the  south 
remaining  in  their  hands,  surrendered ;  the  former, 
to  the  brave  and  enterprising  Captain  Trowbridge 
of  the  British  navy;  and  the  latter,  to  the  no  less 
gallant  General  Boucard,  a  Swiss,  in  the  service 
of  the  kins:  of  Naples,  having"  under  Iiis  command 
a  body  of  Neapolitans  and  Russians,  and  a  few 
British  soldiers  and  marines,  who  also  had  the  ho- 
nour to  assist  in  wresting   the   city   oi  the  Caesars 

*  Seo  ihc  note  in  pages  194,  1.95. 
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from  the  hands  of  the  Gauls,  while  their  coun- 
trymen, at  Acre,  were  defending  the  tombs  of  an- 
tiquity against  the  wrath  of  these  modern  bar- 
barians. 

But,  all  these  subsequent  events  were  no  more 
than  the  natural  consequences  of  the  victories  of 
Suworow.  It  was  to  his  wisdom,  his  valour,  his 
promptitude  and  perseverance,  and  to  the  ani- 
mating confidence  which  his  great  name  inspired, 
that  Italy  owed  its  deliverance.  In  the  space  of 
four  months  fromx  the  latter  end  of  April  to  that  of 
August,  he  tore  up  by  the  roots  four  republican 
and  infidel  despotisms,  watered  by  the  blood  of  the 
loyal  and  the  faithful,  and,  in  their  stead,  replanted 
royalty  and  Christianity.  The  Cisalpine,  the  Ligii- 
rian,  the  Roman  and  the  Vesuviaji  republics  are 
.  no  longer  known  but  as  monuments  of  his  fame, 
while  eighteen  millions  of  people,  delivered  from 
the  degrading  curse,  are  daily  calling  to  heaven  for 
blessings  on  his  head. 


End  of  the  Italian  Carnpaign. 


THE 


THE 

AMERICAN  RUSH-LIGHT; 

BY  THE  HEIP  OF  WHICH, 
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"  I  make  it  my  sincere  and  humble  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  the 
**  People  of  America  may  never  experience  those  evils  which  have 
"  heretofore  taught  the  Mother  Country  how  necessary  Monarchy  is  to 
"  the  enjoyment  of  Teal  Liberty." 

Speech  of  K.  Geo.  III. — I78i. 
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VV  HEX  I  determined  to  discontinue  the  publi- 
cation of  Porcupine's  Gme/fe,  I  intended  to  re- 
main, for  the  future,  if  not  an  unconcerned,  at 
least  a  silent  spectator  ot  public  transactions  and 
political  events;  but  the  unexpected  and  sweeping 
result  ot  a  law-suit,  since  decided  against  me,  has 
induced  me  to  abandon  my  lounging  intention. 
The  suit  to  which  I  allude,  was  an  action  ot 
slander,  commenced  against  me  in  the  autumn  of 
1797,  by  Doctor  Benjamin  Rush,  the  noted  bleed- 
ing physician  ot  Philadelphia ;  it  was  tried  on  the 
1  Ith  of  December  last,  when  "  the  uprightly  en- 
*'  lightened,  and  impartial  republican  jury"  as- 
sessed, as  damages,  Jive  thousand  dollars  ;  a  sum 
surpassins:  the  ag-o-recrate  amount  of  all  the  da- 
mages  assessed  for  all  the  torts  of  this  kind,  ever 
sued  for  in  these  States,  from  their  first  settlement 
to  the  present  day.  To  the  five  thousand  dollars 
must  be  added,  the  costs  of  suit,  the  loss  incurred 
by  the  interruption  in  collecting  debts  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  by  the  sacrifice  of  property  taken  in 
execution,  and  sold  by  the  sheriti^at  public  auction 
in  Piiiladclphia,  where  a  great  number  of  books 
in  sheets  (among  w^!.lch  was  a  part  of  the  new 
edition  of  Porcupine's  Works)  were  sold,  or  ra- 
ther given  away,  as  waste  paper;  so  that,  the 
total   of    what    has    been,    and  \\  ill  be,    wrested 
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from  me  by  Rush,  will  fall   little    short   of  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

To  say  that  I  do  not  feel  this  stroke,  and  very 
sensibly  too,  woulo  be  great  affectation;  but,  to 
repine  at  it,  would  be  folly,  and  to  sink  under  it 
cowardice.  I  knew  an  Englishman  in  the  Royal 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  wl'o  had  a  ven/  va- 
luable houce,  which  was,  I  believe,  at  that  time, 
nearly  his  all,  burnt  to  the  ground.  He  was  out  of 
town  when  the  fire  broke  out,  and  happened  to 
come  home  just  after  it  had  exhausted  itself.  Every 
one,  knowing  how  hard  he  had  earned  the  pro- 
perty, expected  to  see  him  bitterly  bewail  itb  1  .)ss. 
He  came  very  leisurely  up  to  the  spot,  stood  about 
five  minutes  looking  steadily  at  the  rubbish,  and 
then,  stripping  off  his  coat,  "  I  [ere  goes,''  said  he, 
"  to  cam  another  r  and  immediately  went  to  work, 
raking  the  spikes  and  bits  of  iron  out  ot  the  ashes. 
This  noble-spirited  man  I  have  the  honour  to  call 
my  friend  ;  and  if  ever  this  page  should  meet  his 
eye,  he  will  have  the  satisfaction  to  see,  that, 
though  it  may  not  be  possible  for  me  to  follow,  I, 
at  least,  remember  his  example. 

In  the  future  exertions  of  my  industry,  however, 
pecuniary  emolument  will  be,  as  it  alwa)  s  has  been 
with  me,  an  object  of  secondarv  consideration. 
Recent  incidents,  amongst  which  I  reckon  the  un- 
precedented proceedings  against  me  at  Philadelphia, 
have  imposed  on  me  the  discliarge  of  a  duty,  wliich 
I  owe  to  my  own  country  as  well  as  this,  and  the 
sooner  I  begin  the  sooner  I  shall  have  done. 

On  Monday,  the  24th  instant,  therefore,  I  shall 
publish  the  first  number  of  A  Periodical  lVorh\ 
which,  as  it  is  intended  to  assist  the  public  view, 
in  the  inspecting  of  various  ttnebrious  objects,  will 
be  called,  and  not,  I  presume,  improperly,  uLighti 
and,  as  the  appearance  of  this  light  must  be  attri- 
buted wholly  to  the  Philadelphian   phlebotomist, 
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gratitude  will  sanction  the  propriety  of  prefixing  to 
it  the  name  of  Faish.  Thus,  while  the  great  lite- 
rary luminaries  of  this  enlightened  nation  emit  their 
effulgence  through  vehicles  which  they  most  signi- 
ficantly term  the  Aurora,  the  Star,  the  Constdlation^ 
the  Comet,  and  the  Sun,  I  am  content  that  my 
glimmering  efforts  should  steal  forth  under  the  ap- 
pellation of  the 

RUSH-LIGHT. 

I  must,  nevertlieless,  do  myself  the  justice  to  assure 
the  public,  that,  with  the  Rush-Light  in  his  hand, 
any  one  (if  the  poor  soul  be  not  stone  blind)  will 
be  able  to  see  a  good  many  very  pretty  things, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  splendour  of  the  grand 
luminaries  above-mentioned,  would,  without  the 
aid  of  my  little  taper,  remain  hidden  from  him  all 
the  davs  of  his  life. 
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RUSH  AND  HIS  SUPPORTERS. 

If  variety  have  all  the  charms  which  it  is  said  to 
possess,  I  am  afraid  that  the  life  I  lead  must  excite 
no  small  degree  of  envy ;  for,  of  all  the  mortals  oc- 
cupied in  the  use  of  the   pen,   surely  no   one   ever 
treated  of  subjects  so  various  and   so  opposite  in 
their  natures  !  yesterday   I  finished   the   history  of 
the  Italian  Campaign;  to-day,  I  am  beginning  that 
of  Rush  and  his  Supporters.     When  I  contemplate 
this  transition;   when   I   view    myself  descending 
from  the  glorious  deeds  of  the  princely  Suworow, 
to  record  the  low  tricks  of  an  ignoble  herd  of  Phi- 
ladelphians,  I  remind   myself   of  Swift's    indiscri- 
minating  fly,   which,  alter  sipping  the  nectar  from 
the    rose  and    the   carnation,  "  drops    down,    and 
"  finishes  its  meal  upon  an  excrement." 

I  must,  however,  declare,  that  neither  fickleness, 
want  of  discrimination,  nor  a  propensity  to  dabble 
in  filth,  has  produced  this  disagreeable  change  in 
my  labours.  The  loathsome  subject  now  before 
me,  is  not  taken  up  from  choice,  but  from  a  sense 
of  duty.  I  am  actuated  by  neither  malice  nor  re- 
venge ;  but,  in  holding  up,  in  their  true  light,  the 
Rushes,  the  Ilopkinsons,  the  Meases,  and  the  rest  of 
the  tribe,  I  look  upon  myself  as  acting  in  the  ca\y<i- 
city  ot  a  public  executioner,  who,    while  he  per- 
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forms  the  dreadful  behests  of  justice,   secretly  be- 
wails the  ignominious  fate  of  the  sufferer. 

Such  are  the   sentiments  under  which  I  have  re- 
solved to  expose  the  conduct  of  Rush,  and  that  of 
the  witnesses,  the  lawyers,  the  judges,  and  the  jury, 
concerned  in  the  cause  lately  decided  against  me 
at  Philadelphia.     Were  my   design  to   defend  my 
own  character,  or  to  blast  for  ever  that  of  my  ene- 
mies, a  few  pages  might  suffice  ;  but  my  views  are 
less  selfish,  and  extend  to  objects  of  far  greater  uti- 
lity.    This  cause,   in  its  commencement,  its  pro- 
gress, and  its  result,  furnishes  a  series  of  facts,  of 
which,  justice  to  the  people  of  America,  justice  to 
foreign  nations,  and  particularly    to   the  deceived 
and  infatuated  malecontents  of  my  native  country, 
demand  an  ample  exposure.     The  undertaking  is, 
besides,   called   for  by    the   insidious    attempts  of 
Rush  and  his  "  fellow-citizens."    They  have  pub- 
lished  a  "  Report"  of  the   trial,  not  badly   calcu- 
lated to  justify  themselves  and  to  deceive  the  world. 
They  call  it  an  important  trial,  and  I  shall  certainly 
endeavour  to  make  it  so  in  its  effects  j  to  which  end, 
I  shall  go  into  as  full  a    discussion  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  subject  as  the  little  time,  which  I  am 
necessarily  confined  to,  will  admit  of,  arranging  my 
matter  under  the  following  heads  :    1 ,   A  sketch  of 
Rush's  birth,   and  his  moral  and  literary  character; 
2.  An  account  of  his  practice,  and  of  my  induce- 
ments to  attack  it;  3.  A  defence  of  the  publications 
for  which  I  was  sued ;  4.  Remarks  on  the  base  in- 
sinuations  of  Rush's  lawyers   against   the    British 
government,  with  a  narrative  of  the  juridical  pro- 
ceedings, a  comparison  between  the  severity  dealt 
to  me  and  the  lenity  shown  to  printers  who  are  not 
British  subjects,  or  v/ho  profess  no  allegiance  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain ;  and  an  account  of  the  re- 
dress- I  have  met  with  from  the  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

BIRTH 
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BIRTH  AND  CHARACTER  OF  RUSH. 

"  Can  the  Rush  grow  up  -without  mire  ?  can  the  flag  grow 
"'  without  Mater  ? 

"  Whilst  it  is  yet  in  its  greenness,  and  not  cut  down,  it  wi- 
"  thereth  before  any  other  herb. 

"  So  are  the  paths  of  all  that  forget  God;  and  the  hypocrites 
"  hope  shall  perish."     Job,  c,  ix.  v.  11,  12,  13. 

Had  Rush's  pleaders  confined  themselves  to  the 
only  subject  that  ought  to  have  been  submitted  to 
the  deliberation  of  the  jury;  had  they  not,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  gone  out  of  their  \vay  to  extol 
t\\Q  family  and  character  of  their  client,  and  to  tra- 
duce and  vilify  mine  ;  had  they  not  held  him  up  as 
an  "  Hippocrates''  and  a  "  saving  angel,'"  while 
they  represented  me  as  a  "  wretch  cast  up  from 
"  the  very  dregs  and  slime  of  tJie  communifij,  that 
^^  ought  to  have  rotted  ill  obscurity  f  had  they  not 
thus  insolently  (and  I  may  add  foolish Iv)  provoked 
an  inquiry,  the  family  and  character  of  Rush  would 
have  remained,  with  me,  objects  of  as  perfect  insig- 
nificance as  the  poverty-bred  plant,  the  name  of 
which  he  bears,  and  the  worthlessness  of  which  is 
proverbial. 

No  herald,  reader,  proclaimed  tlic  birth  of  the 
Pennsylvanian  "  Hippocrates.''  The  ''saving  am^ei" 
was  born  (and,  I  believe,  in  the  usual  way)  in'the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  His  father,  honest  John,  was, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  of  English  extraction,  and 
was,  by  calling,  a  Blacksmith.  Of  his  moth.er 
(who  had  anotlier  son,  and  two  daughters)  I  have 
heard  nothing,  except  that  she  kept  a  huckster's 
shop,  or  stall,  and  was  a  very  kind  and  pious  J'res- 
bytcrian,  v/ho,  recollecting,  I  suppose,  the  .Apos- 
tle's remark  respecting  the  salubrity  of  wine  to  tlic 
stomach,  occasionally  administered  to  the  comfort 
of  her  fellow-creatures  by  retailing  drams.  The 
reader  will,  I  dare  say,  gladly  excuse  me  from   go- 
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ing  any  further  back  in  the  pedigree  ;  but  I  cannot 
dismiss  the  subject  without  observing,  that  the 
Doctor  was  not  quite  just  to  his  family,  when  he 
was  "  ready  to  say,  and  almost  ivithout  a  ,figurCy 
*'  to  cornipfion.  Thou  art  my  f(f//iey,  and  to  the 
"  zcorm,  Hiou  art  my  mother  and  m.y  sifter*' T 

Having   long   ago  given,   and  not  without  some 
pride,  an   account   of  my    own   humble  origin,    it 
cannot  be  supposed,   that  I  have  turned  Biographer 
to  the"  Doctor   for  the   sake  of  degrading  his  cha- 
racter.    In    fact,  these  family   memoirs  were   fur- 
nished  me   bv  a   G:rcat   admirer  oi   Rush,  the  late 
Doctor  Capel  of  "Wilmington,   who  produced  them 
as  clear  proofs  of  his   friend's  genius  and  indefati- 
gable  application ;  and  while  I   leave  undisputed 
the  justness  of  Capel's  conclusion,  I  only  beg  leave 
to  remark,  that  the  parentage  of  Rush  was  not  ex- 
tremclv   well   calculated  for  sendin<j  him  into  the 
world  with  that  independence    ot    mind,    which, 
among  persons  of  low   birth,   is  certainly  the  best 
foundation    whereon  to   raise   a   character  conspi- 
cuous  for  sincerity,  candour,    integrity,  magnani- 
mity, and  virtue. 

Rush  is  remarkable  for  insinuating  manners,  and 
for  that  smoothness  and  softness  of  tongue,  which 
the  mock  quality  call  politeness,  but  which  the  pro- 
fane vulsrar  call  blarmi.  To  see  and  hear  him,  vou 
would  think  he  was  all  friendship  and  humanity. 
lie  shakes  hands  with  all  he  nieets ;  every  one  is 
his  dear  friend,  all  th.c  people  his  dear  J'elloic-ei- 
tizens,  and  all  tlie  creation  his  dearfelloxC'ereatures. 
The  lamp  of  his  phi!antlp.\)py  is  constantly  burning, 
and  it  burns  with  equal  brightness,  whether  whites, 

*  These  words  were  found  in  a  work  by  Rush,  entitled,  A 
NtirraUve  ci{  \ht.  I\.\-\\.i\or'%  Body  and  Mind,  during  \he  YtlloW' 
Fevt-r  of  1/93;  which  work,   if  the   rejder  has   an  inclination 
to  see  a   speciniei)    of  the  most  disgusting  egotism  that  ever 
soiled  paper,  I  would  recommend  him  to  purchase. 
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yellows,  or  blacks  are  the  objects  of  his  affection. 
He  certainly  is  not  the  first  moralist,  who  has  ob- 
served, that  bluntncss  is  no  recommendation  with 
the  ricli ;  but  he  is  (as  far  as  I  know  at  least)  the 
first  physician  that  ever  thought  of  making  a  pro- 
pensity to  be  praised,  in  the  patient,  conducive  to 
the  aid  of  his  medicines.  One  of  his  pupils  told 
me,  that  his  preceptor  prided  himself  much  upon 
this  discover}^  "  Give  your  patients,"  used  he 
to  say,  "  a  good  strong  dose  of  flattery,  to  com- 
"  pose  their  minds ;  for,  without  that,  you  may  as 
"  well  hope  to  succeed,  as  Miss  Willing  may  hope 
"  to  ^Qt  to  Heaven  by  listenintr  from  her  window 
"  to  the  organs  of  St.  Paul's  church." 

If  making  fair  w^eather  with  men  of  all  religions 
and  all  parties  be  a  proof  of  merit,  I  know  of  no 
person  so  meritorious  as  Rush.  He  has,  alternately, 
appeared  to  be  a  Presbyterian,  a  ^^uaker,  an  Episco- 
palian, and  a  Methodist.  He  is  intimate  with  all 
the  clergy,  from  Bishop  White  down  to  the  Black 
Bishop  !  I  have  often  admired  the  ingenuity  with 
which,  in  his  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1793, 
he  pays  his  court,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  to  peo- 
ple of  all  sects,  ranks,  and  colours.  There  is  one 
sentence,  in  particular,  of  this  work,  for  which  he 
deserves  to  be  immortalized.  He  is  speaking  about 
the  opinion  that  prevailed  respecting  the  danger  of 
congregations  meeting  on  Sundays ;  and  knowing 
the  Quakers  to  have  a  vvhimsical  objection  to  the 
name  by  which  Christians  in  general  call  that  day  of 
the  week,  he  makes  a  fair  compromise  betv/ixt 
them  and  the  other  sects,  and  in  the  very  same  sen- 
tence calls  it  Sunday  and  First-day. 

•'  He  distributes  his  liquors  all  palates  to  please ; 

"  To  some  gives  the  wine,  and  to  others  the  lees  : 

*'  And  \e.'oi  that  his  customers  quarrel  and  box, 

•'  Gives  the  wine  to  the  Pope,  and  the  lees  to  George  Fox.** 

But 


220  THE  RUSH-LIGHT.   No.  I. 

But  the  most  striking  proof  of  his  talent  at  "  com- 
*'  posing  the  mind,"  as  he  calls  it,  is,  his  prevailing 
on  Mr.  Adams  to  give  him  that  lucrative  sinecure 
the  treasurershij)  vf  the  Mini,  while  it  is  well  known 
that  he  was  the  intimate  of  Jcferson,  and  amongst 
the  few  trmty  friends  mentioned  to  Logan,  in  the 
rnemorable  correspondence  which  Munro,  from  mo- 
tives of  prudence,  carried  on  under  the  signature  of 
a  Young  Man  at  Paris. 

Some  persons,  however,  notwithstanding  this 
pleasing  talent  in  the  Doctor,  have  ventured  to 
call  his  sincerity  in  question.  Mr.  Smijth,  a  British 
officer,  who,  though  a  prisoner  of  war,  was  most  in- 
humanly treated  in  the  prison  of  the  philanthropic 
city  of  Philadelphia,  tells  us,  that  during  his  impri- 
sonment he  was  visited  by  Doctor  Benjamin  Bushy 
who,  it  would  seem,  was  then  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, He  says  that  this  Rush  flattered  him  with  the 
liope  of  an  exchange  or  parole,  and  gave  him  strong 
*'  assurances  of  very  great  regard  and  commiseration ;" 
but  he  tells  us,  in  the  same  page,  that  though  this 
Or.  Rush  was  eminent  in  rebellion,  he  was  more  so 
iii  "  unfulfilled  professions  * .'" 


*  Smyth's  Tour  in  ihe  United  States,  vol.  ii.  p.  2(}6.     If 
this  be  a  I'lbcl,  1  beg  tlie  dram-seller's  son  to  sue  the  Philadelphia 
Library  company;    tor  it  was  from   their  collection  I  got  the 
bock,  out  of  v.hich  the  quotations  are  made, — A  propos  :  this 
botik,  when  I  saw  it,  exhibited   a   complete  specimen  of  Pb'ila- 
delpbian  IiheraUiy  avd good  hrecdhig.    It  may  be  readily  supposed, 
that  Mr.  Smyth  has  divulged  some  bitter  truths;   these,  as  they 
h.Tve  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  readers,  have  called  forth 
iiU  that  malice,  that  sneaking  cowardly  revenge,  for  which  the 
Fhlladelphians   arc  so  famous.     Each  reader  seemed  to  me  to 
have  sitten  willi  a  pen  in  his  hand  :  the  work   was  disfigured 
from  one  end  to  the  otlier.     In  some  [laces  words  were  effaced, 
in  others  sentences,  and  in  others  whole  paragraphs.  "Where  the 
offensive  matter  was  not  obliterated,  it  was  commented  on,  in  the 
rn^rgin,  in  language  the  most  abusive  and  obscene,  and  expres- 
sive of  seniimcnts  the  mo^t  detestable.     AVhenever  the   name 
ot  the  King  was  made  use  of,  the  word  King  was  effaced,  and 

tyrant 
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As  to  the  Doctor's  mildness  and  cundour,  so 
boldly  insisted  on  by  his  pleaders,  and  so  complai- 
santhj  assented  to  by  my  good  counsel  Mr.  Harper, 
a  few  facts,  fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  Philadcl- 
phian,  will  afford  a  most  satisfactory  illustration. 

Rush  called  Doctor  IVistar  an  assassin,  because 
Wistar  denied  the  virtue  of  his  grand  specific,  the 
mercurial  purges.  I  have  tliis  fact  from  Doctor 
Gknticorih,  who,  though  a  native  PhiladLMphian, 
and  a  staunch  republican,  is  a  very  candid,  honest, 
and  brave  man.  Doctor  Glentworth  also  told  me 
(and  he  will  tell  the  same  to  any  one),  tliat  Rush 
attended  him  in  the  yellow  fever  of  1793  ;  that  he 
bled  him  till  he  was  extremely  weak,  and  ordered 
several  other  bleedings,  which  Glentvvortli's  know- 


iyrant  written  over  it.  The  names  of  his  ALijesty's  faiihrul 
subjects  were  raaclj  to  give  place  to  traitor,  r:bd,  jniscroaiit,  &;c. 
&c.  The  author  was  frequcJitly  called  a  scoundrel  and  a  liar, 
and,  sometimes,  a  '■  dainncdliar"  at  full  ienglh  j  and,  whi-ti 
mention  was  made  of  I  lie  barbarous  treatment  of  a  royalist,  the. 
comment  generally  was,  "  It  is  pity  they  had  not  used  bim  nvonc.'' 
Nay,  tUe  description  of  sufferings  enough  to  soften  the  heart  of 
a  tiger,  even  the  very  pangs  of  the  dying,  drew  forth  from  the 
philanthropic  Philadelphian  readers,  the  commeuib  of,  "  hm-vo  !" 
or  of,  "  ylh !  a,  a,  a,  a,  a,  a,  a  /" 

Talk  of  ihc  Fraicb  indeed!  I  defy  any  one  to  produce  me, 
even  from  the  annals  of  the  ^^r<2«Jf  n'^«Wi(/Ki',  a  proof  of  black- 
ness of  hr'art  equal  to  that  wiiich  I  have  here  pourtraycc'. 
The  patriots  of  Republican  France  have  waded  in  blood  ;  but 
thsy  have,  at  tlie  same  tune,  shown  that  they  can  venture 
'heir  own  lives;  whereas  the  Philadelpliian  coninicntators  dis- 
cover that  sort  of  coward'y  cruelty  wliicli  would  lend  to  the 
cutting  of  the  throat  of  an  infant  bleeping  in  its  cradle. 

To  judge  of  the  disposition  and  manners  of  ilie  "  ivell-horn' 
Cfor  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  poor  sover^ign  people  sd- 
dorn  sr-ts  his  eye  on  any  book  belonging  to  tlxe  librarj )  amongst 
I  lie  Philauelphians,  there  cannot,  1  think,  be  found  a  snri-r 
standard  than  the  comments  on  Smyth;  and,  if  what  I  liave 
stated  be  I'alse,  or  incorrect,  the  Librarian  has  it  in  his  power  to 
contradict  me.  Till  he  does  it,  and  circumstantially  too,  the 
philanthropic  city  may  depend  on  it  I  shall  be  believed. 
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ledge  made  him  omit,  without,  however,  telling 
Rush  of  the  omission  ;  that  he  came  one  day,  and 
finding  his  "patix^nt  sitting  up  in  the  bed,  ran  to 
]]im,  squeezed  him  by  the  hand,  called  him  his 
"  dear  Glentvvorth,"  and  conoratulated  him  on  the 
salutary  effects  ot  his  bleeding  system  ;  "  But,"  said 
he,  "  my  dear  friend,  you  must  lose  a  little  MORE 
BLOOD."—"  Lose  more  blood  T  replied  Glent- 
worth,  "  when  I  am  so  faint  I  can  hardly  support 
myself" — L-pon  this.  Rush  started  from  the  bed* 
side,  caught  up  his  hat,  called  his  "  dear  friend" 
an  assassin,  told  him  he  was  leagued  with  V/istar 
to  ruin  his  reputation,  and  ran  down  stairs  bawling 
out,  "  You're  a  dead  man  !  you're  a  dead  man  ! 
*'  you'll  be  buried  before  to-morrow  night." 

There  was  an  instance  of  mildness,  candour  and 
humanitij  !  Doctor  (ilentworth  did,  however,  dis- 
appoint him.  He  recovered  his  health,  without 
losing  more  blood,  and  lived  to  laugh  very  heartily 
at  the  charitable  predictions  of  the  Pennsijlvaidan 
"  Hippoeratcs*  r 

Rush,  in  his  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of 
1793,  accuses  Doctors  Khun,  Stevens,  and  others, 
of  having  "  slain  more  than  the  sicord,"  merely  be- 
cause they  rejected  his  practice.  Nor  does  he, 
when  speaking  of  his  opponents,  confine  his  charges 
to  t\\Q'w  practice ;  but,  in  the  excess  of  his  mildness 
and  candour,  attacks  their  motives.  Lie  says,  that 
"  it  requires  an  uncommon  portion  ot  charity,  to 
*'  ascribe  their  conduct  to  humane  and  benevolent  \ 
"  motives  ;"  which  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  very 
broad  insinuation,  that  they  were  actuated  by  mo- 


*  I  have  mnde   use  of  Doclor  Glenlworth's  name,  because  I 
know  that  he  iVnrs  not  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Rushes  together;, 
nnd  because   I    know   also,  that,  however  he    may    di'ilike  my  I 
Royalist  politics,  he  is  a   friend  to  truth   and  justice,  and  wiJlj 
not,,  therefore,  be  offended  at  being  called  foith  in  their  cause. 

tivesl 
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tives  both  selfish  and  cruel.  This  is  the  inofenske, 
candid  gentleman,  who  Ingersol  told  the  jury 
treated  his  brethren  with  respect  and  tenderness  I 

So  intolerant  was  he,  and  yet  is,  towards  those 
who  would  not,  or  will  not,  acknowledge  the  in- 
fallibility of  his  system  of  bleeding  and  mercurial 
purges,  that  he  has,  since  1793,  refused  to  consult 
witii  any  physician  who  has  not  been  weak  enough 
to  adopt  his  practice.  Mr.  Chancellor  having 
Galled  him  in  to  consult  with  Doctor  Hodge,  he 
told  Chancellor  that  he  had  better  dismiss  Hodge, 
for  that  he  was  a  bark  and  wine  doctor,  and  would 
do  his  patient  more  harm  than  good ;  and  yet  this 
same  fellow  had  afterwards  the  impudence  to 
threaten  to  prosecute  Doctor  Hodge  tor  telling 
Doctor  IVdij  (while  Rush  attended  him),  that  he 
thought  he  might  recover  icithout  more  bleeding  ! 
Rush,  in  his  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1793 
attempts  to  justify  his  conduct  in  refusing  to  consult 
with  any  physician,  except  those  of  his  own  scl"jool, 
on  the  ground  of  the  disagreement  in  opinion  ;  but, 
what  a  senseless  excuse  !  If  the  opinions  of  all 
physicians  w^ere  settled,  and  were  all  the  same, 
there  could  be  no  use  in  calling  a  consultation.  In 
fact,  this  was  no  riiore  than  a  miserable  apology  for 
the  most  insolent  pretension  to  superiority  ever  set 
up  by  mortal  man*. 

*  Rush  had  attended  a  gentleman  for  some  time,  when  the 
patient  linding  himself  grow  worse  under  the  infallible  remedies 
proposed  the  calling  in  of  another  physician.      "  With    all   my 

•  heart,  my  dear  friend,"  said  Rush;  upon  which  the  gentle - 
man  named  Doctor  Khun.  "  No,"  rcplii-d  the  modest  son  of 
Mercury,  "  I  will  never  consult  with  Khun!" — "  It  you  will  not 
attend  with  Doctor  Khun,"  said  the  gentleman,  "  he  vinst  at- 
"  tend  wUhoiit  you;  that  is  all."  A  few  days  afterwards, 
liush,  seeing  Khun   going  to  his  old  patient,  Cidled  out  to  him  : 

•  He  IS  out  ot  danger  already  ;  I  di  fy  you  to  kill  liim  !  I  dety 
"  you  to  kill  him  !" — "  Why,"  replied  Khun,  "  after  his  passing 
"  through  your   hands,   he  inay,  indeed,  safely  set  deatii   at 

defiance." 

In 
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In   the   face,  however,  of  these   notorious  facts, 
the  counsel  of  Rush  kept  up  an  incessant  bawling 
about  the  mildness  and  amiableness  of  the  Doctor's 
disposition.     "  From   my  soul,"   said   Hopkinson, 
"  I  believe  him  to  be  amongst  the  most  iinoffhiding 
"  and  ^<';?a7;/e;// of  mankind."     Ingersol  called  him 
a  "  saving  Aiigd-,''  and  to   all   this    fulsome,  this 
beastly  hyperbole,  my  counsel,  Mr.  Harper,  cried 
Amen  !     Hopkinson,  towards  the  close  of  a  dozen 
pages   of  lies,    nonsense,  and   bombast,    gave  the 
tender-hearted  Jury  a  most  piteous  picture  of  the 
distress  produced  in  Rush's  family  by  my  publica- 
tions against  the  "  immaculate  father."     He  throws 
the  wite  into  hysterics,  makes  "  a  deep  wound  in 
"  her  heart,  and   tears,  with  remorseless   rage,  all 
"  \.\\&Jine  Jibres  2ind  delicate  si/mpathies  oi  conjugal 
"  lovey     From  the   mother,  whom  I  never   men- 
tioned in  my  lite  till  now,  he  comes  to  the  children, 
"  of  nice  feelings   and  generous  sensibility''     The 
daughters  he>,  of  course,  sets  to  weeping ;  "  but 
"  manlier  passions  swell,  agitate  and  inflame  the 
"  breasts  of  HIS  SONS.     I'hey  burn,  they   burst 
"  with    indignation ;    rage,    revenge,    drive   them 
"  headlong  to  desperate  deeds,  accumulating  woe 
"  on  woe.     With  difficulty  the  prudential  advice, 
"  the    parental  command   ot  the    father,    restrain 
"  their   fury — with  difiiculty    they    are   prevented 
"  from  takino-  immediate  ven<reance  on  their  cruel 
"  oppressor. — Be  patient,  my  children,  said  he  ;  I 
"■'  am  deeply  injured  ;  but  the  la:cs  of  mij  country  offer 
"  me  justice,  and  point  out  the  road  to  redress.     It  is 
"  tardy,  but  it  is  certain  and  ample.    Delay  may  be 
"  painful  to  you,  but  the  duties  of  a  good  citizen  require 
"  it.  This  suit,  then.  Gentlemen,  and  the  hope  of  the 
"  justice  th-^iyou  will  administer,  may  have  been  the 
"  guardian  angel  oi  the  defendant. " 

No   Philadelpliian  could  be   duped  by  this   mi- 
serable rant  J  but  it  would  certainly  lead  a  stranger 

to 
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to  suppose,  that  Rush  was  the  most  gentle  of 
human  beings,  and  that  he  actually  restrained  those 
young  lions,  his  sons,  from  avenging  his  wrongs  by 
chastising  me.  But  unfortunately  for  the  reouta- 
tion  of  the  Rushes,  their  afiair  with  Doctor  Boss, 
wiiich  happened  a  few  days  after  the  actions  against 
Mr.  Fenno  and  me  were  commenced,  will  clearly 
mark  the  character  of  this  "  'immaculate  father," 
and  of  these  "  manly,''  these  "  generous,"  these 
"  tiice-fecling'  sons,  and  will  effectually  preclude 
tlie  necessity  of  any  future  eulogiums  by  Hopkinson 
and  Harper"". 

An  article  appeared  in  Mr.  Fenno's  paper, 
signed  "  A  Member  of  the  College  of  Physicians,'' 
giving  an  account  of  Rush's  pretty  tricks  during  the 
Yellow  Fever  of  1793.  This  article  produced  a 
great  deal  of  fun  amongst  the  people,  and  a  great 
deal  of  anger  amongst  the  Rushites.  It  was  writ- 
ten by  Doctor  Curric  ;  but  Rush  suspected  as  the 
author.  Doctor  Ross,  a  Scotch  physician  of  great 
learning,  and  considerable  eminence  in  his  profes- 
sion. Vengeance  !  vengeance  !  therefore,  re- 
sounded against  Ross,  who  was  immediately  at- 
tacked in  print,  with  unparalleled  brutality,  by  a 
subaltern  Rushite,  named  Caldwell.  The  viic 
newspaper  of  Rush's  friend  Bradford  was  the 
vehicle  of  this  attack.  Here,  indeed,  was  a  LI- 
BEL !  Not  only  the  profesiiona-1  practice  and 
opiiiions;  not  only  the  political  sentiments,  t'le 
national  partialities  ;  not  only  the  private  character, 
the  manners,  and  the  dress,  but  the  domestic  oddi- 
ties, and  even  the  pecuniar}}  circumstances  of  Doctor 
Ross,  were,  successively,  the  tiieme  of  tl (is  shame- 
less slanderer :  nay,  the  base  Rushite  did  not   srop 


*  Some  future  Number  shall  contain  an  accoimt  of  the  das- 
tardly conduct  of  this  man,  in  whom  1  pnl  b-ich    implicit  c;i;Ui 
dence, 

VOL.    X(.  Q  tJiorc  : 
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tlicre  ;  Ross's  old  ai^e,  and  even  his  bodily  infirmi- 
ties-, were  made  a  subject  o^  ridicule  ! 

The  article  in  Fenno's  paper,  for  the  writing  of 
which  this  intamOus  libel  was  intended  as  a  punish- 
ment, contained  not  a  single  falsehood,  nothing 
that  could  be  called  personal,  nothing  abusive,  in- 
decent, or  uncandid.  Besides,  Ross  was  totally 
innocent  of  the  matter;  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
origin  ot  the  publication  ;  and  even  if  he  had,  if  he 
had  been  kncuii,  instead  of  being  merely  suspected, 
to  be  the  author,  and  if  the  matter  of  the  publica- 
tion had  been  false  and  abusive,  instead  of  being, 
as  it  was,  both  true  and  decent,  most  assuredly  the 
attack  on  him  in  Bradford's  paper  would  have  been 
a  retaliation  more  than  satisfactory.  But  that  at- 
tack, false,  malignant,  brutal,  and  inhuman  as  it 
was,  did  not  satisfy  the  "  umrffendin^,''  the  "  bene- 
roleut,"  the  "  immciculate"  the  "  angelic''  Rush,  and 
his  "  generous  and  nice-feeling''  sons. 

One  of  these  "  generous"  gentleman,  Jolm  Bus/i, 
wrote  Doctor  Ross  the  following  very  impertinent 
note: 

"  Sir,  Oct.  16,  1797. 

"  As  you  are  universally  believed  to  be  the  author 
"'  of  the  publication  against  my  father,  Dr.  Rush, 
*'  in  Mr.  Fenno's  paper  of  the  6th  inst.  I  take  this 
"  method  of  demanding,  wlietheryou  are  or  are  not 
"  the  author  of  the  said  publication.  Your  silence 
on  the  subject  will  be  considered  as  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  your  guilt. 

"  lam,  ike, 

"  John   Rrsii." 

Ross  returned  the  note  by  the  bearer,  telling 
liini  "  Ihal  he  kne:v  notJiing  if  Mr.  Rush  or  of  his  fa- 
tker."  When  we  consider  the  insolence  of  the 
note,  the  demand  of  an  answer,  and  the  broad  im- 

4  putation 
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putatloR  of  "  i^itilt,"  and  take  into  view  tlie  vast 
difference  in  the  age  and  character  of  tlie  parties, 
this  conduct  on  the  part  of  Doctor  Ross  must  be 
deemed  a  mark  of  great  moderation,  not  to  say 
tamcness.  But  an  indication  of  this  sort  was  so  far 
from  assuairinof  the  Wrath,  or  cooling  the  courap-c 
ot  the  boiling,  "  nice-feeling''  youth,  that  it  added 
to  his  anger  and  his  resolution :  he  accordingly 
wrote  Ross  another  note  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Sir,  Oct.  17,   1797. 

"  I  once  more  demand  ah  wiequivocal  answer 
"  whether  you  are,  or  not,  the  author  of  the  publi- 
"  cation  against  my  father,  alluded  to  in  my  note 
"  of  yesterday.  My  friend  Dr;  Bullus  will  wait  for 
*'  a  decisive  answer. 

"  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

"  John  Rush," 

After  having  read  the  contents  of  this  second 
scrap  of  insolence,  for  which  the  author  merited  a 
horsewhip,  Ross  asked  the  bearer  vs'hy  the  "  im- 
*'  pertinent  pnpp}/'  kept  teasing  him.  He  could 
notlielp,  however,  giving  a  fresh  proof  of  his  timi- 
dity, by  sending  the  "  impertinent  puppy'  a  written 
answer,  as  follows : 

''  Sir,  Oct.  17,    1797. 

"  1  don't  understand  whv  voii  take  the  libertv  to 

''  call  on  mo  for*  any  newspa]^er  abuse  you  or  your 

•■  fatlicr  may  have  to  complain  of.     I  surely  never 

'"  did,  nor  do  I  ever  intend  to,  zcrite  any  observations 

'■  on  any  physicians  conduct  or  practice,  and  sin- 

'  e-.relv  rcirrct    the    uiiwortliv   conduct    ot    both 

, '"  parties." 

1  *'  .VndRew  Ross." 

One  would  have  thought  tliat  this   was  humble 
nough  to  have   satibfied  a  Bashaw  ^  but  the  "  ge- 

Q  2  "  ncrous'. 
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"  nerous"  John  Rush  waxed,  it  seems,  still  more 
wroth.  He  knew  before  that  Ross  was  an  old  man, 
and  that,  from  the  effects  of  a  stroke  of  the  sun 
received  in  tlic  East  Indies,  he  was  hardly  capable 
of  wielding  a  s:co7'd,  or  even  drawing  a  f rigger  ;  )'et 
the  boiling,  raging,  fiery  youth  avoided  any  thing 
like  a  challenge  ;  but,  the  moment  he  received  the 
last  note,  the  moment  he  was,  as  he  thought,  quite 
sure  that  Ross  wds  fearful  as  well  as  aged  and  in- 
firm, he  became  absolutely  outrageous  and  ungo- 
vernable, and  dared  the  tottering  old  man  to  mortal 
fray.  The  note  of  Ross  contained  an  answer  so 
complete,  it  so  implicitly  complied  with  the  "  de- 
"  mand"  of  Rush,  and  pleaded  Not  "  guilty '^  my 
Lord,  in  accents  so  tame  and  submissive,  th.at  the 
*'  generous"  young  man  found  great  difficulty  in 
framing  an  excuse  for  challenging  him.  The  op- 
portunity of  giving  proof  of  his  coin-age  was,  how- 
ever, too  favourable  and  foo  safe  to  be  let  slip  ;  he 
therefore  sent  Ross  the  foUowinff  note  : 


*i3 


«  Sir,  Ocf.  17,    1797. 

"  The  unpolite  manner  in  which  you  treated  my 
*'  note  of  this  morninsr,  and  the  epithet  of  an  '  im- 
*•  pertinent  puppy  v.hich  you  have  applied  tome, 
"  demand  satisfaction.  If  you  refuse  to  give  it  to 
"  me,  I  shall  consider  you  as  a  scoundrel,  and 
"  treat  you  accordingly. 

"  John  Rush." 

This  note  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Bullus,  one 
of  Rush's  vouns:  doctors,  as  thev  are  called.  Bui- 
lus  and  the  challenger  watch.ed  the  opportunity 
when  Ross  came  along  the  street,  went  out  and, 
stopped  him,  and  presented  the  challmge.  Ross 
read  it,  and  repeated,  as  well  he  might,  the  ap- 
pellation of  "  impertinent  puppy ;"  upon  which, 
the  courageous  Rush  first  struck  him  \^•ith  his   fist/ 

and 
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and  then  beat  him  with  a  thicl:  bludgeon  cane, 
knocked  off  his  hat,  cut  his  tacc  and  liead,  and 
otherwise  maimed  him  in  a  most  shametul  ♦man- 
ner. 

Ross  concluded  (with  what  reason  the  reader 
will  judge)  that  this  most  inhuman  assault  had 
been  perpetrated  at  the  instigation  of  old  Rush, 
who  was,  however,  ten  years  younger  than  him- 
self j  and,  in  the  first  moments  ot  his  rage,  sent 
the  "  unoffending"  and  *'  benevolent"  Doctor  the 
following  challenge  : 

"  October  17,   1797. 

"  Doctor  Ross  requests  Doctor  Rush  to  meet 
*'  him  to-morrow  morning  in  the  Jersies  with  a 
*'  friend. — Air.    Walker  will  let  him  know    time 

and  place." 


<i 


This  note  reached  Rush  in  the  evening.  He 
well  knew  the  sort  of  treat  of  which  lie  was  invited 
to  partake,  and  the  cause  of  the  invitation  ^  for 
the  savage  assault  on  Doctor  Ross  took  place  only 
a  few  yards  from  his  own  door.  But  the  meek 
and  benevolent  Benjamin  knew  also,  that  Ross's 
note  did  not  amount  quite  to  a  cJuillenge,  and, 
therefore,  instead  of  going  to  the  injured  and  en- 
raged old  man,  and  clearing  himselt  of  the  charge 
of  being  the  instigator  ol  his  son ;  instead  of  con- 
demning the  vile  conduct  of  that  son,  or  attem})t- 
ing  to  make  him  apologize  for  the  outrage,  he  set 
himself  very  coolly  and  deliberately  to  work  to 
draio  J\'om  Ross  such  expressions  as  no  aid  be  good 
j^roundsfor  a  prosecution.  Were  T!ieo})Stratus  and 
La  Bruyere  to  rise  from  the  dead,  and  to  club  their 
talents  in  drawing  the  character  of  Rush,  they 
could  not  produce  it  halt  so  complete  a<^  it  is  exhi- 
bitcu  in  the  following  correspondence. 

Q  3  Rush. 


(( 
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Bush. — "  Doctor  Rush  wishes  to  know  for  tchaf 
"  pHJ^pose  he  is  to  meet  Doctor  Ross  to-inorro\v 
"  morninf^  in  the  Jersics." 

Ross. — "    Doctor    Ross    will    let  Doctor  Rush 
know  when  they  meet." 

Ihish. — "  Doctor  Rush's  time  being  much  en- 
gaged at  present,  he  cannot  consent    to   leave 
town,  without  knowing  the  business  he  is  to  go 
f  upon." 

Ross. — "  The  sole  purpose  of  meeting  is  to  liavc 
"  personal  safisfaction  of  Doctor  Rush  tor  the  ruf- 
"  fian  assault  of  his  son  this  morning,  of  which  he 
"  considers  the  Doctor  as  the  sole  instigator." 

This  was  precisely  what  was  wanted  by  Rush  ; 
it  was  an  unequivocal  challenge,  and  subjected 
the  writer  to  a  certain  fine  of./zVf  hundred  pounds, 
one  half  of  which  would  go  into  the  pocket  of  the 
plaintiff.  Having  obtained  his  end,  the  benevolent 
Rush  thus  put  an  end  to  the  correspondence. 

Rush. — "  Sir,  I   do  not  fear  death,  but   I  dare 
not  offend  God,  by  exposing  myself,  or  z  fellow- , 
creature,  to  the  chance   or  commiiting  murder  j 
I  have  not  injured  you,  and  I   freelv  forgive  you 
*'  all  the  injuries  you  have  attempted  to  do  me. 

"  The  treatment  you  received  this  morning  from 
"  my  son  was  not  instigated  directly  or  indirectly 
"  by  me  ;  it  was  occasioned  by  your  calling  hivi  an 
*'  *  impertinent  pupp}}.'  Your  note,  without  that 
*'  insulting  language,  would  haye  satisfied  him. 

Dr.  Ross.  "  B.  Rush." 

There  you  see  him,  reader  !  That  is  he  !  That's 
Rush  in  every  lineament  !  This  note,  of  three 
short  sentences  only,  gives  you  a  fair  sample  of  his 
b?-4ivery,  his  piety,  hi  ihutn  an  ity,hh  Christian  meekness 

and 


a 
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and  diarity.  Were  I  to  quit  the-  narrative  here,  how- 
ever, you  might  suppose,  that  he  took  no  farther  notice 
of  the  challenge  ;  but,  to  leave  such  an  impression 
on  your  mind,  would  be  doing  great  injustice  to  tlie 
character  of  my  hero ;  and,  therefore,  however 
hypocritical,  however  base  and  maHgnant  his  con- 
duct may  appear,  I  nmst  tell  you,  that  this  "  patient 
"  Martyr,''  this  "  most  unojjending  and  benevolent  of 
"  mankind,"  who,  on  the  evening  of  the  ITth, 
wrote  to  Ross  that  he  freely  forgave  him  every  thing, 
commenced,  the  next  morning,  a  criminal  prose- 
cution against  him,  procured  a  warrant,  had  him 
seized,  and  actually  took  every  measure  yb;-  sending 
him  to  jail. 

Doctor  Ross  did  not  associate  with  republicans, 
and,  therefore,  he  was  not  deserted  bv  his  friends 
in  the  hour  of  trouble.  Several  gentlemen,  into 
whose  cornpany  Rush  would,  on  no  accounr,  have 
been  admitted,  immediately  came  forward  to  give 
bail  for  Doctor  Ross,  and  thus  the  last  effort  of  the 
meek  Rush's  "  benevolence"  was  defeated  ;  but 
though  his  philanthropy  was  yet  unsatisHed,  it  must 
be  confessed  that  his  triumph  was  much  tqo  com- 
])Iete.  Ross  was  a  man  of  learning  and  of  wit  3 
of  the  frivolous  talents  and  opinions  pf  the  shallow 
Rush,  he  had  frequently  expressed  his  contempt : 
this  the  "  benevolent"  man  knew,  for  this  he  hated 
him,  and  that  Ross  was  attacked  by  the  son  for 
this,  is  very  clear,  because  the  assault  took  place 
after  it  was  known  that  he  was  not  the  author  of 
the  publication  in  Fenno's  paper,  v/liich  was  the 
pretext  ot  the  quarrel ;  and  because  tlie  reason 
grounded  oh  the  pretended  insult  given  by  Ross  to 
young  Rush  was  too  palpably  absurd  to  impose  on 
the  nxost  ignorant  person  in  the  citv. 

In  whatever  j)olnt  of  view  <ve  contemplate  this 
affair,  to  whichever  motive  we  ascribe  the  conduct 
of  Rush  and  his  son,  and  their  assistants,  the  treat- 

Q  4  nient 
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ment  of  Doctor  Ross,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end,  was  the  most  vindictive,  the  most  base,  the 
most  foul  and  dastardly  act,  that  ever  v^^as  com- 
mitted in  the  face  of  day  ;  but  in  considering  sepa- 
rately, the  parts  acted  by  this  group  of  philan- 
thropists and  heroes,  we  must  certainly  award  the 
palm  to  Rush.  The  rude  and  brutal  libeller  might, 
for  aught  we  know,  have  blushed,  after  he  was 
informed,  that  the  object  of  his  infamous  calumny 
was  innocent  of  the  offence  for  which  he  had  as- 
sailed him* ;  the  '•'  nice-feeling,  generous''  son, 
might,  possibly,  have  felt  some  thing  like  remorse, 
when  he  saw  the  blood  runnins:  down  the  forehead 
of  a  defenceless  old  man,  approaching  to  three- 
score; but  be  this  as  it  may,  the  "  benevolent 
**  Rush,"  the"  72'z/j>/)orr^^^.yo/' Pennsylvania,"  the 
"  patient  Martyr,''  tlie  "  saving  Angel,"  remained 
unmoved,  unsatisfied  by  the  vengeance  inflicted  by 
the  libeller  and  the  ruffian.  His  piety,  his  Chris- 
tian meekliess,  did,  indeed,  prevent  him  from  ex- 
posing his  "  feliow-creature"  to  the  chance  of 
death  in  a  duel,  but  it  did  not  restrain  him  from 
sending  a  filthy  wretch  to  drag  him  through  the 
streets  as  a  prisoner ;  it  did  not  restrain  him  from 
exulting  at  the  indignities  heaped  upon  Ross ;  it 

*  I  observed  before,  that  this  most  wicked  publication  ap- 
peared in  the  newsp.nper  of  Rash's  intimate  friend  Bradford ; 
but,  to  give  {he/oreigu  re^tder  some  idea  of  this  intimale  liiend, 
■  1  mvisi  add  a  word  or  two  here.  Brndford  is  the  identical  prin- 
ter and  bookseller,  of  \^  horn  honourable  mention  is  made  in  my 
life  and  adventures;  hut,  in  what  regarded  the  libel  against 
Doctor  Ros-,  I  mu.-t  do  Iiim  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
had  a /)a7//;t7  worthy  of  sharing  with  h;m.  This  partner  was 
one'  L/oi/d,  a  njan  just  arrived  in  America,  after  a  three  years 
eonfinement  in  Xewgafe.  Let  it  he  remembered  also,  that  the 
perac  n  whom  Lloyd  and  Bradford  em^)loyed  as  editor  to  their 
p  !per,  tenanted,  but  a  few  months  before,  the  jail  of  Calcutta. 
Such  were  the  proprietors  and  conductors  of  the  press,  which 
constantly  extolled  the  character  and 'practice  ot  Rush^  and  as 
contantbly  poured  forth  libels  on  his  opponents. 

did 
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did  not  restrain  him  from  appearing  at  the  Mayor's 
office  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  seeing  tliis  old  and 
reputable  gentleman  compelled  to  appear  as  a  cri- 
minal, to  bare  his  head  before  a  douf^htv  ma2ristrate, 
and  expose  his  grey  locks,  yet  clotted  with  the 
blood  drawn  by  the  bludgeon  of  the  Ru^hite  ;  from 
these  indulgences  he  was  restrained  neither  bv  his 
benevolence^  his  Christian  charity,  nor  his  philan- 
thropic teiuierness  ! 

"  But,'''  says  the  English  reader,  "  did  not  the 
*'  people  ofPhiladeiphia  hoot  this  fellow  from  their 
*'  city  ?  or,  at  least,  did  not  his  conduct  excite 
"  universal  indignation  and  abhorrence  ?" — Oh, 
dear,  no!  Quite  the  contrary,  John  Bull!  The 
Americans  have  a  sort  of  morality  which  you  do  not 
yet  understand,  and  which  I  pray  God  you  never 
may.  ■  A  full  account  of  this  vile  transaction,  of 
this  excess  of  beggarly  insolence  and  dastardly 
cruelty,  was  publi.shed  in  my  paper,  and  in  that  of 
Mr.  Fenno  ;  but  Doctor  Ross  was  well  known  to 
be  a  Briton  by  birth,  and  a  Boyalist  in  politics, 
and,  theretore,  had  young  Rush  chopped  oif  his 
head,  and  presented  it  to  his  fattier  in  a  charger, 
I  do  verily  believe,  that,  amongst  all  the  hundreds 
and  hundreds  0^.  American  newspapers,  not  a  third- 
would  have  been  tound  to  express  the  least  disap- 
probation of  the  deed*. 

Few  readers  will,  I  trust,  wish  for  any  further  in- 
formation relative  to  the  character  of  Rush  and  his 
son ;  but  it  seems  to  be  no  more  tiian  just  to  com- 
pare the  preceding  facts  with  t!ie  eulogium  of 
Pleader  Hopkinson.     "  I  do  believe  from  my  soul," 

*  In  tact,  this  attack  on  poor  old  Ross  see:ii3  to  have  drawn 
the  merit  of  the  Rushes  from  obiturity  ;  for  tht:  President,  very 
sr>o:i  afterwards,  appointed  liie  tather  Treasurer  0/  the  Mint, 
and  the  son  a  Surgeon  in  the  Nnvi/  !  fivat  Respublica! ! !  as 
our  repubUcan  play-actors  say  at  the  bottom  of  their  bills. 

said 
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said  the  bombastical  ballad-monger,  "  that  Doctor 
"  Rush  is  amongst  the  most  unofjhidins,  and  bcne- 
*'  volent  of  mankind," — Again  :  "  He  has  sons  of 
*'  nice  feeling  :iud  generous  sensibility." — And  again : 
"  Manlier  passions  swell,  agitate,  and  inflame  the 
"  breasts  of  his  sons.  They  biij-n,  they  bursf  zcith 
"  indignation,  rage,  and  woe.  With  difficulty  the 
prudential  advice,  the  parental  command  of  the 
father  restrain  their  fury:  with  difficulty  they 
are  prevented  from  taking  immediate  vengeance 
*'  on  their  cruel  oppressor.  '  Be  imtienf,  nuj  chil- 
"  dren*  said  he,  '  /  am.  deephj  injured,  but  the  laws 
"  of  my  countrij  offer  me  justice,  and  point  out  the 
"  road  to  redress.  It  is  tardy,  but  it  is  certain  and 
"  ample.  Delay  inay  be  painful  to  you,  but  the  du- 
"  ties  of  a  good  citizen  require  it.'  This  suit  then, 
*'  gentlemen,  and  the  hope  of  the  justice  that  you 
"  will  administer,  may  have  been  the  guardian  an- 
"  gels  of  the  defendant." 

Thus,  as  I  before  observed,  Ilopkinson  not  only 
extolled  the  lamb-like  gentleness  of  Doctor  Rush, 
but  insisted  that  it  was  his  " prudential  adiice,"  his 
"  pa?rntal  command,''  that  restrained  his  manly 
sons  "  from  taking  immediate  vengeance"  on  me 
*'  their  cruel  oppressor."  But,  ray  dear  little  Hail, 
Columbia*,  do  pray  tell  me,  if  Rush's  prudential 
advice  and  parental  command  restrained  his  burn- 
ing, bursting,  raging,  revenging,  drivings  despe- 
rate sons  from  attacking  me,  how  came  it  to  pass^ 
that  the  same  advice  and  command  could  not  re- 
strain them  from  attacking  Doctor  Ross  ?  That 
Ross  had  offended  them  more  than  I  had,  you  will 
not,  certain!}',  pretend ;  for,  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  attack  on  Ross  was  made  atter  the  suit 
was   commenced  against   me.     Jjesides,  I   repub- 

*  Hopkinson  wrote  a  wretched  song,  beginning  "  Hail, 
"  Columbia." 

lished 
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lishedthe  very  article  for  which  tlie  Rushes  quarrelled 
with  Ross ;  they  were  sure,  therefore,  that  I  was 
■*'  guilty,"  as  they  called  it,  while,  with  respect  to 
the  autlior,  they  proceeded  merely  upon  suspicion. 
Tell  me,  then,  I  say,  thou  '^  7?/ri^-feeling"  husband 
of  a   7z/tT-begotten    spouse^,  why   these    burning, 
bursting,  desperate   sons   did  not  come   to  attack 
me  r     Tell  me  how  it  happened,  that  thev  came 
to  be  so  very  obedient  to  the  parental  command  in 
one  instance,  and  so  totally  regardless  of  it  in  ano- 
ther?    Tell  me  how  the   arm  of  the  "  generous" 
John  Rush  w^as  withheld  from  a  stout  man  of  tJtirfii 
years  of  age,  while  nothing  could  withhold  it  from 
a  totteiing  old  man  of  threescore  ?     Do  you  say  that 
the  father's  authority  was  not  e:;erted  in  the  latter 
instance?  then,  I  ask,  ichy  was  it  not?     Do  you 
say  that  old  Rush  was  not  acquainted   with  the  in- 
tended assault  of  his  son  ?  then,  I  tell  you  to  read 
his  last  letter  to  Doctor  Ross,  where  you  will  see, 
that,  if  he  denies  being  the  instigator  of  his  son,  he 
does  not  deny  a  knowledge  of  his  intention  ;  and  you 
will  also  see,  that  he,  in  no  very  unequivocal  terms, 
justifies  his  son's  brutal  and  dastardly  conduct.    But, 
will  you  say,  after  all,  that  the  parental  command 
was  not  exerted,  or  was  ineffectual,  because   Ross 
had  called  the  son  an  "  impertinent  puppy,''  which 
I  had  not  done  ?     This  would  be  very  bad  ground 
for  you  to  take  ;  it  would  place  your  little  skeleton 
in  a  very  aukward  position;  for,  if  the  pious  father 
was,  as  he   pretended  to  be,  "  principled   against 
*'  duelling,"  he  ought,  in  one  case  as  well  as  ano- 
ther, to  have  prevented  his  son  from  exposing  him- 
sclt  to  "  the  chance   of  committing  murder;"  on 
the  other  hand,  if  he  exerted  his  authority  without 

*  This  man  had  the  baseness  to  marry  a  bastard  of  t!ie  pro- 
fligate MifTlin,  and,  as  a  reward,  accepted  the  office  of  Clerk  to 
the  Orphans'  Court. 

effect. 
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effect,  what  becomes  of  tlic  "  jiice-feding  and  gene- 
"  rous  sensibiliiir  of  the  affectionate  and  dutiful 
son,  who  could  be  prevented  from  chastising  a 
person  that  called  his  father  a  (juack,  an  empiric, 
and  a  Jmffl'r,  while  not  even  the  powerful  "  pa- 
*'  rental  command"  could  restrain  him  from  chal- 
lenging and  assaulting  another,  who  had  only 
called  him  an  "  imncrtinent  piip/vj." 

Still,  amidst  all  this  hypothesis,  there  may  remain 
some  little  doubt ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  close  the 
kibject  with  the  relation  of  a  fact  which  will  admit 
of  none.     On  tlie  day  that   Doctor  Ross  was  as- 
saulted, I  published  a  short  account  of  the  matter. 
Owing  to  the  hasty   mann^^.r  in  which  I   received 
Tnv    information,   this    account    was    not   perfectly 
correct,  but  it  did  not  deviate  trom  the  truth  in  any 
essential  point.     John  Rush,  however,  in  a  state- 
ment which  he  published  the  next  day,  thought 
proper  to  give  the  word   a  specimen  of  his  Iiigk 
treeding,  "  nice  feeling,  and  generous  sensibility" 
by  concluding  an  address  to  me  in  the   following 
words  :  *'  I  must  stigmatize  vou  a  liar  and  a  per- 
"  verting  rascal.     You   call  yourself  an    English- 
"  man.     Englishmen  are    brave,    but  you    are    a 
*'  coward.''     This   language,  the   reader,    will  al- 
low,   was  rather  harsh,   considering   that   it  came 
from    the    son    of  the   meek    Do<.tor  Rush,    and 
considering  too,  that  he  had  made  use  of  it   af/rr 
his   lather  hiad,  as    Hopkinson   told  the  jnry,  de- 
sired him,  and  commanded  him  to  be  patient,  and 
wait  quietly,  like  a  good  citizen,  for  the  due  operation 
of  the  law.     People  said  t1iat  Jack,  though  a  vessel 
of  the  third  generation,  still  smelt  strongly  of  the 
old  dram-sJwp  in  Second-street. 

Unwilling  to  be  thouglit  inferior  to  the  "  nicc- 
"  feeling"  youth,  in  politeness,  and  still  more  un- 
willing to  be  thought  afraid  of  his  bludgeon,  I  re- 
paid him  in  his  own  coin,  and  with   interest,  by 

publishing 
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publishing  his  address,  and  subjoinins^  to  it  the  fol- 
lowing remark — "  N.  B.  I  affirm  this  John  Rush  to 
"  be  an  impeiiincni  puppijy  a  icay-liujing  coicard,  a 
"  liar,  and  a  rascaiy — ^The  inapposite,  tar  fetched, 
hypocritical,  cringing  compliment  to  Englishmen 
I  did  not  return  ;  probably  because  I  had,  just  at 
that  time,  iw  sister  upon  the  point  of  being  married 
to  an  American* . 

Now,  it  will  most  assuredly  be  allowed,  t^n-aiicay- 
lajjing  coward,  liar,  and  rascal  arc  appellations  full 
as  provoking  as  that  ot  impertinent  puppy  ;  but  in 
order  to  put  to  tlie  test  the  sincerity,  of  the  plea  for 
attacking  Ross,  I  inserted  the  very  appellation,  for 
which  it  Was  pretended  he  was  attacked  ;  yet  / 
was  never  assaulted ;  no  Doctor  Bullus  came  to 
pester  me  with  demands  and  challenges  !  Young 
Rush,  in  justincation  of  his  ruffian-like  assault  on 
Doctor  Ross,  told  the  public,  that  though  his  fa- 


*  The  v/ise  Doctor  Rush,  in  his  eulogium  on  Rittenhouse, 
very  sagaciously  observes,  that  "  M(2?i  is  made  for  a  Republic, 
"  and  a  Republic  is  made  for  Man"  V/hether  the  Doctor 
meant  this  as  a  dcgma  or  a  comuidrum  is  not  quite  certain  ;  but, 
however  necessary  he  may  think  republicanism  to  the  existence 
o{  Man,  it  is  pretty  clear  he  does  not  believe  in  any  such  neces- 
sity with  respect  to  JP'oman  ;  for  he  has  married  one  of  his 
daughters  to  a  very  loyal  subject  of  His  Majesty,  an  ioliabitant 
of  the  Royal  Province  of  Canada.  Of  the  same  sentiaient 
appears  to  be  that  clamorous  republiciin,  JlI'Kia/i,  who,  though 
Continually  bawling  against  Monarchy  and  Aihtocracy,  h.^%  mar- 
ried his  eldest  daughter  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  who  is,  of 
cour&e,  a  subject  to  a  King,  and  bears,  besides,  the  tills  of  a 
Nobleman. — Tiie  truth  is,  reader,  all  tliese  men's  abhorrence  of 
Royalty  and  its  appendages  is  sheer  dissimulation.  Wiiimsical, 
perverse,  and  fcolish  as  tluy  may  be  in  other  respects,  in  tlitir 
professions  on  tliis  suojcet  ihey  have  too  much  sense  to.be  sin- 
cere. Their  edging  in  "  Hanotiral'W  and  "  Esqjiirc,"  \\\!i\i  lluir 
ignoble  names,  wherever  they  think  it  will  be  tolerated,  jirovcs 
to  you,  thai  men  arc  now  what  they  were  in  the  days  of  i'Esoi', 
and  admonishes  you,  that  whenever  you  hear  a  Cit'rzin  expressing 
his  contempt  fur  itths,  you  should  look  upon  him  as  only  speaking 
a  parody  on  the  poor  Fox's  farewell  address  to  the:  grapes, 

thcr 
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thcr  was  inclined  to  wait,  with  patience,  the  de- 
cision of  a  jury,  he,  for  his  part,  was  not.  ^'  I  have 
"  not,''  said  the  burning,  bursting  blade,  "  been 
"  able  to  reduce  7?;?/  feelings  to  the  same  degree  of 
*'  composure."' — ^Wonderfully  strange  feelings  !  They 
were  one  day  roused  to  brutal  violence,  at  the  ap- 
pellation of  impertinent  puppy,  and  the  next,  they 
remained  totally  unaffected  by  the  very  same  appel- 
lation, with  the  aggravating  addition  of  eoivard, 
b'ar,  and  rascal!  With  men  of  common  feelings, 
however  irascible  their  tempers,  age  and  infiriTilty 
are  always  looked  upon  as  a  protection  rrom  per- 
sonal vengeance  :  to  men  of  common  sensibility,  for 
injuries  received  from  the  old  and  infirm,  the  law 
offers  the  only  means  of  obtaining  redress.  But  the 
Rushes  proceed  upon  maxims  diametrically  the  op- 
posite of  these.  Their  "  nice  feeling  and  generous 
"  sensibility"  teacli  tliem  to  go  to  war  with  the 
old,  and  to  law  with  the  young  ;  to  attack  weak- 
ness with  a  bludgeon,  and  strength  with  a  writ ! 

After  detailing  these  well-established  facts,  it 
would  be  superfluous  to  add  the  scores  of  others 
of  nearly  the  same  sort,  which  might  be  pro- 
duced. No  man  of  integrity  and  common  sense 
can  want  further  proofs ;  and  as  I  v/rite  ior  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  neither  knaves  nor  fools,  I  shall  now 
take  my  leave  of  the  Doctor  as  a  moralist^  and  con- 
sider him  under  the  character  ot  a  politician,  a  phi- 
losopJier,  and  a  pJiysician. 

"  And  why  will  you,"  exclaims  the  reader^ 
"  tease  me  with  so  frivolous  and  despicable  a  sub- 
"  ject?"- — I  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  re- 
proof; but  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  under- 
taking is  not  a  V(jluntary  act.  It  has,  like  Rush's 
birth  and  moral  character,  been  forced  on  me  by 
the  printed  report  of  the  trial ;  and,  therefore,  what- 
ever honour  he  may  derive  from  the  examination, 
must  be  attributed  to  the  superabundant  zeal  of  his 

own 
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o'A'n  advocates ;  or  rather,   perhap?,    to  his  discre- 
tion,   in  havingr  eiifr^sed   them  on    a   conditional 

These  impassioned  pleaders,  who  seem  to  have 
thought  that  they  heard  the  sweet  chinking  of  the 
English  guineas  at  the  close  of  every  period,  not 
content  with  representing  their  client  as  "  imma- 
"  allafe,"  as  the  most  "  tender,  the  most  mt-ek,  the 
"  most  unoff endings,  and  the  most  benevolent  o't  vci?i\\- 
*'  kind,"  could  not  refrain  from  adding  to  their  vo- 
cabulary of  superlatives,  the  most  "  patriotic''  and 
most  "  learned.''  They  desired  the  enlightened 
jury  to  observe  well,  that  Doctor  Rush  was  a 
"  saving  angel,'*  and  a  "  republican ;"  whiFe  the 
defendant  was  a  "  demon,"  a  "  roijalist,"  and  (still 
rising  in  the  climax)  a  *'  British  subject." — "  My 
"  client,"  said  Hopkinson,  "  has  often  draicn  his 
"  pen  in  tlie  service  of  his  country.  His  fam.e  has 
"  spread  as  extensively  as  our  commerce.  He  has 
*'  added  a  fresh  and  blooming  laurel  to  the  head  of 
**  American  genius.  He  has  done  much  to  rescue  the 
"  American  name  from  that  obloquy  and  contempt, 
"  which  some  of  the  proud  philosophers  of  Europe 
"  would  cast  upon  us,  ranking  us  as  inferior  to 
"  themselves  in  the  order  of  beings." 
•  This  was  rare  sport,  as  far  as  it  went ;  but  I  mar- 
vel much,  that  the  zealous  Hopkinson,  who  is  him- 
self an  author  both  In  prose  and  verse,  did  not  en- 
large, did  not  go  into  some  detail,  on  so  charmin"- 
a  subject.  I  am  smprised  that  he  did  not  tell  tlie 
jury  what  services  Riisli's  pen  had  rendered  their 
country  ;  that  he  did  not  explain  to  them  how  this 
great  man  had  rescued  the  American  name  from 
obloquy  and  contemp.t  j  tiiat  he  did  not  delight  their 
eyes  as  well  as  their  ears,  b\'  showing  them  some  of 


*Tlieir  bargain  was  to  have  one  half  of  whatever  ihry  could 
.get  out  of  me  !  !  ! 

•^  t/tc 
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the  sprigs  of  the  fresh  and  blooming  laurel.  So  in 
dustrious  an  advocate  ought,  methinks,  to  have  re- 
collected the  instantaneous  effect  which  Mark  An- 
tony produced  on  the  sovereign  people  of  Rome  by 
the  judicious  display  of  a  piece  of  blotted  parch- 
ment ;  and  though  poor  Pennsylvania  bears  none 
but  bastard  laurel*,  the  "  nicc-feding''  Hopkin- 
son  might  easily  have  come  into  court  with  a  bunch 
of  THAT  wider  his  arm.  It  might  not,  indeed, 
have  been  very  fresh  or  very  bloomi)ig  :  but,  1  dare, 
say,  the  group  would  have  ogled  it  with  singular 
delight. 

This  omission  on  the  part  of  Hopkinson  asto- 
nishes me  the  more,  when  I  consider  that  he  might 
have  entered  into  particulars  with  so  little  trouble  to 
himself,  and  so  much  advantage  to  his  ingenious  and 
learned  client.  He  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  opeii 
the  Doctor's  works,  and  go  on  from  subject  to  sub- 
ject, comparing  his  theory  with  his  practice,  and 
expatiating,  at  every  close,  on  his  profundity  and 
consistency.  Beginning  with  the  Politician,  he 
miolit  have  shown,  from  Plush's  eulo^ium  on  the 
President  of  the  Democratic  Society,  that  he  in- 
sisted on  a  republic's  being  the  only  government  fit 
for  a  human  being  to  live  under ;  and  be  might 
then  have  observed,  as  a  proof  of  the  eulogist's  sin- 
cerity, that  he,  in  a  year  or  two  after,  married  his 
daughter  to  a  subject,  and  sent  her  to  live  under  the 
government  of  a  king.  Further,  he  might  ha\'e 
shown,  from  the  same  work,  that  his  client  pro- 
fessed the  m.ost  ardent  love  for  personal  indepen- 
dence, and  might  have  given  another  striking  proof 
of  his  sincerity,  by  remarking,  that  he,  immediately 

■*  The  laurns  7iohUh  will  not  grow  in  Pennsylvania.  Ihe 
sort  tbund  there  is  that  which  botanists  call  the  halmia,  or 
il-vjjjf  laurel ;  and,  because  it  coincs  hy  cha?icc,  and  is  never  cul- 
tivated and  regnlarly  planted,  the  vulgar  call  it  the  bastard 
laurel.     The  buds  and  berries  that  it  bears  are  poisonous.   ' 

after- 
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afterwards,    solicited   and  obtained  a  fat  post  for 
himself,  and  another  for  his   son,  tlie  "  generous" 
bludgeonist.     From  Rush's  Account  of  the  Yellow 
Fever  of  1793  (written  before  he  got  into  place), 
Hopkinson  might  have  exhibited  to  the  jury  a  great 
number  of  proofs,  that  the  Doctor  was  not  an  ad- 
mirer of  revolutions  in  medicine  only,  and  that,  so 
full  was  he  of  the  politics  of  Tom  Paine,  he  could 
not  resist  the  temptation  to  hail  the  approach  of  the 
auspicious  day,  when  "  the  giVicral  use  of  calomel, 
**  Jalap,  mid  the  lancet'"  (merciful  God!)  "  shall  be 
"  considered  among  the  most  essential  articles  of 
"  the  knowledge  and  ?'i^h/.s-  of  Man! !  1" — If  the 
jury  had  telt  (ot  which,  however,  there  was  little 
fear)  any  qualms  of  conscience  at  the  tremendous 
prediction,  the  sagacious  pleader  might,  HkeTimo- 
theus  of  old,  liave  changed  both  his  subject  and  his 
tone,  and  returning  to  the  Doctor's  mazy  dance  of 
politics,  have  followed  him  from  the  Blue-stocking 
and  Yellow-wigs  to  the  Constitutionalists,  from  them 
to  the  Republicans,  from    the   Republicans  to  the 
Jacobins,  and    from   the  Jacobins  to  the  Federa- 
1  lists,  amongst  whom  Mr.  Adams  has   discovered 
I  the  art  of  keeping  him  steady,  by  giving  him,  his 
family,  and  relations,  an  ample  share  of  the  loaves 
and  fishes*. 


*  John  Rush,  the  "nice-feeling,  generous"  gentJemnn,  who 
(Jommitted  the  base  assault  on  poor  old  D  )ctor  Ross,  was  ap- 
pointed a  Surgeon  in  the  frigate  United  Statics  ;  but,  behold  ? 
before  he  had  been  many  months  a  surgc\'n,  lie  was  appointed  a 
Licuienant  ot"  the  said  frigate  ! !  '  Like  his  father,  he  appears  to 
be  a  man  of  universal  genius.  He  first  studied  medicine,  then  the 
laiu,  then  medicine  again  ;  then  become  a  surgeon,  and  t.iking  a 
fancy  to  the  uniform  of  a  lieutenant,  he  br-came  a  iirutenant. 
It  is  a  mercy  he  did  not  fall  jn  love  with  the  p<)>i  of  Commc- 
dore  ! — As  it  is,  however,  a  few  lucky  shots  from  the  rnemy 
migli'  put  the  best  vessel  and  the  most  numerous  crew  belong- 
ing to  this  countiy  under  his  commaii. I !  "  }''ivat  Rcspublica.' — 
What  an  outcry  would  be  raised  in  England,  if  a  promotion 
Hike  this  were  to  takr*  pb'.e  ! 


VOL.  XI.  R  Proccedinii 
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Proceeding  to  the  Philosopher^  it  was  peculiarly 
incumbent  upon  Hopkinson  to  show  hoiv  the  Doc- 
tor had  "  added  a  fresh  and  bloominG:  laurel  to  the 
"  head  of  American  genius,"  and  ivhat  he  had 
done  "  to  rescue  the  American  name  from  the 
"  obloquy  and  contempt  cast  upon  it  by  the  proud 
**  philosophers  of  Europe."  A  very  few  leaves  ot 
this  laurel  would  have  sufficed  ;  but  he  certainly 
might  have  shown  some  of  it.  He  might  have 
reminded  the  wise  jury,  that  Doctor  Rush  once 
read  Chemical  Lectures  to  young  ladies  in  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Female  Academy*.      These    pretiy  girls 


*  This  Academy  was,  a  few  years  ago,  in  greal  vogue,  but 
is  now,  alas  !  710  more. —  It  was  founded  on  principles  somewhat 
similar  to  tliose  of  Mary  Wohtonrcraft  and  John  IFuIker,  and  was 
intended  as  a  seminary  where  the  republican  fciir  might  obtain 
the  rudiments,  at  least,  of  the  lUgbis  of  IVomcn.  That  all 
might  be  of  a  piece,  the  principal  master  wns  an  old  Irish  sol- 
dier, who  "  left'  his  Majesty's  47th  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Lexington  and  Concord.  Kis  name  was  Broiun.  He  after- 
waids  published  a  paper,  by  the  assistancf;  ot  Rush,  and,  as  a 
grateful  return  for  that  assistance,  his  miserable  sheet  was  al- 
ways at  the  Doctor's  command.  To  say  that  this  ftllow  dricrtcd 
would  be  "  too  harsh,"  as  Mr.  Karper  says.  He  felt  a  call  to 
quit  the  ranks  of  a  "  tyrant"  (as  the  King  is  called  in  the  Dccla- 
raLion  of  Indcfcndevce),  in  order  to  join  the  standard  of  Liherty; 
and,  though  there  was  an  oath  in  his  way,  he  nobly  suru:iounied 
the  obstacle. 

Having  had  occasion  to  mention  this  man,  it  would  be  a  cul- 
pable negle.<'t  in  me  not  to  say  somethmg  more  of  his  history, 
which  certainly  furnishes  one  of  liie  most  awful  lessons  ever 
held  out  to  mankind.  —  Brozvii  was  a  private  soldier  at  the,  time 
t'f  his  '' ka^vhig"  the  A'J\\\  regiment;  he  rose  rapidly  in  the 
American  army, and  was,  at  tlie  time  when  Gen.  Burgoync  wa^ 
citpiurrd  (see  Anbuey,  vol.  ii.  p.  205),  a  Major  and  Commis- 
isary  of  Provisions.  Alter  the  war  was  over,  he  kept  the  Fe- 
male Academy  of  Philadelphia;  he  next  established  a  news- 
paper, which,  for  profit,  was  thought  to  be  the  first  in  the 
United  States.  He  used  to  boast  of  clearing  sixteen  thousand 
dcJIdrs  a  year;  :ind  thon«h  this  was  a  shameful  cxaggeratfon,  it 
is  certain  that  he  lived  in  great  splendour,  kept  his  chariot  and 
pair  and  his  country  sent.  His  prosperity  seemed  not  only  tu 
bti  co;«plt-te,  but  to  liavc  received  the  itamp  of  duration  ;  when. 

iy  • 
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were  told  by  the  learned  philosopher,  that  the  longe- 
vity of  the  antediluvians  was  entirely  owing  to 
their  breathing  dephlogisticated  air ;  tor  that,  be- 
fore the  deluge,  there  were  none  of  those  noxious 
vapours,  which,  in  this  our  day,  arise  from  stag- 
nate waters  ! 

In  Rush's  Treatise  on  education,  Hopkinson 
might  have  found  two  fundamental  principles:  1st, 
That  true  learning  depends  upon  a  total  ignorance  of 
the  learned  languages,  the  study  ot  which  not  only 
wastes  the  time  at  a  precious  period  of  life,  but, 
by  giving  ancient  notions,  precludes  the  possibility 
of  instilling  modern  ideas  into  youthful  minds* : 
2d,  That  children  should  have  sharp  knives,  chis- 
sels,  hatchets,  shears,  and  ev^ery  sort  of  edge  tool, 
to  play  with  ;  because  clipping  a  nose,  or  chopping 
off  a  finsccr,  is  a  trifiin^  accident  in  comi)arisoii 
with  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  an  early 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  these  instruments.  If  the 
Doctor  had  v/ritten  his  Treatise  at  a  later  period, 
he  certainly  would  not  have  omitted  the  Guillotine^ 
of  which  useful  revolutionary  instrument  there  is  an 
excellent  model  kept,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
citizens,  in  the  Philadelphian  Museum  ! ! !   * 

lo!  in  one  fatal  hour,  a  ^re  kindled  by  a  spark  in  his  office, 
bereft  him  of  the  wife  he  had  married,  and  of  all  the  children 
that  had  been  born  to  him,  after  his  leaving  the  service  of  his 
king.  He  himself,  who  had  not  many  hours  before  returned 
from  a  joyous  concert,  was  not,  indeed,  burnt  instantly  to  death; 
but  he  expired  at  the  end  of  two  dayS;  during  which  time  his  ex- 
[  cruclaling  torments  suffered  him  to  retain  just  enough  of  his 
!  senses  to  learn,  that  of  all  his  children,  the  only  one  left  to  in- 
hprit  his  wealtli,  was  a  son  whom  he  liad  by  a  former  wife,  in 
Irel.uid.and  whom  he  had  disowned  and  drii'cn  from  his  door! 

Who  can  view  the  progress  and  the  lamentable  catastrophe  of 
Erown,  without  thinkino^  on  the  words  of  Hoiy  Writ ! — "  I  iiavo 
"  seen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  and  spreading  hiiusch'  like  a 
"  green  bay-tree.  Yet  he  passed  away  !  and,  lo  !  he  was  not : 
"  yea,  1  sought  him,  but  he  could  not  he  found." 
I  *  Rusli  despises  a  knowledge  of  t!-.e  learned  langiinges  for 
1  much  about  thj  same  reason  that  an  ugf.  old  hag  Jeapi.es  beauty. 

R  2  Thee 
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There  was  one  leaf  of  the  Doctor's  philosophical 
laurel,  which  his  eulogist  should  on  no  account 
have  forgotten :  I  allude  to  his  learned  Treatise  on 
the  colours  of  the  skin.  In  this  Treatise,  which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fourth  and  last  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  the'  American  Philosophical  So- 
ciety (of  which  Rush  is  a  very  worthy  member), 
he  endeavours  to,  and  thinks  he  does,  prove,  that 
the  colour  of  the  Negroes  proceeds  solely  from  the 
leprosi;,  and  that,  when  the  race  shall  be  purged 
of  that  disease,  they  will  all  turn  white  !  !  ! 

After  having  produced  these  specimens  of  the 
fresh  and  blooming  laurel,  these  convincing  proofs 
of  Rush's  successful  efforts,  as  a  philosopher,  to 
rescue  the  American  name  from  contf.mpTj  Hop- 
kinson  might  have  given  the  Jury  a  sketch  of  his 
patriotic  endeavours  in  the  character  ot  a  Physi- 
cian. He  might  have  quoted  a  book,  written  by 
Doctor  Rush,  long  ago,  in  answer  to  Cadogan's 
Treatise  on  the  Gout,  wherein  the  Pennsyh  anian 
"  Hippocrates'''  recommiends  hot  suppers  and  good 
living  at  night,  for  tliis  wise  reason ;  that  nature  has 
a  deal  of  business  during  the  day,  in  supplying 
muscul?1r  motion  and  the  operations  of  the  mind, 
and,  of  course,  cannot  attend  to  digestion,  which 
is  best  performed  in  sleep,  when  she  has  nothing 
else  to  do ! 

He  might  have  produced  the  Doctor's  Essay  on 
Consumptions,  wlicre  he  says,  that  going  to  -sea 
was  good  tor  that  disease,  only  when  the  patient 
should  be  obliged  to  live  as  sailors  before  the  mast 
do,  and  be  frequenlly  exposed  to  cold,  to  ivet,  to 
hard  labour,  to  coarse  diet,  and  rough  usage :  that 
going  into  the  country  for  the  salubrity  of  the  air, 
was,  in  such  complaints,  absurd,  unless  the  patient 
were  made  to  icork  at  the  plough,  to  be  out  in  alL 
zveathcr,  and  to  return  ho?ne  after  night';  and  that, 
whteii  a  man  is  so  weak  that  he  cannot  sit  upon  a 

horse. 
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horse,  it  is  a  strong    indication    that  he  ought  to 
ride !  I  ! 

He  might  have  had  the  evidence  of  several  me- 
dical gentlemen  in  Philadclpliia,  that  Doctor  Rush 
recommends  blecdiiag  in  the  dropsy  and  in  the 
ague,  because  in  these  there  are  intlammatory 
symptoms  !  ! ! — And,  if  any  one  of  the  Jury  had 
had  the  aud^acity  to  observe,  that  this  was  like 
brandy  being  a  predominant  ingredient  in  pure 
wateri  or  fi^^'  being  concealed  in  ice.  Rush  might 
have  sued  him  for  damages. 

Hopkinson  might  have  appealed  to  the  Mana- 
gers of  the  Pennsylvanian  Hospital  (one  of  whom, 
tlie  sleck-headcd  Coats',  was,  indeed,  all  the  time  at 
his  elbow),  and  these  gentlemen  could  have  told 
the  Jury,  that  Doctor  Rush,  tlie  modern  "  Hip- 
*'  pocrates,"  caused  a  thing  like  a  gallows,  with 
a  rope  suspended  from  it,  to  be  erected  in  they; 
yard,  for  the  purpose  of  curing  insaraty  by  sicuig^ 
ing  s  that  the  poor  patients,  on  viewing  this  well- 
known  engine,  with  its  ominous  pendant,  thought 
they  were  brouglit  out  to  be  hanged,  and  that, 
i  after  the  first  operation,  they  imagined  they  had  a 
temporary  reprieve,  but  were,  the  next  time,  to  be 
tucked  up  in  earnest ! !  ! ! 

But,  of  all  the  sins  of  omission  of  which  mortal 
man  was  ever  guilty,  Hopkinson's  neglecting  to 
detail,  and  expatiate  on,  the  Doctor's  system  of 
depletion,  was  certainly. the  most  heinous  and  ua- 
pardoniible.  What  makes  this  conduct  the  more 
preposterous  is,  that  Rush's  lawyers,  and  the 
Judge,  made  it  a  great  crime  in  me,  not  to  hair 
examined  the  system  I  Please  Heaven,  tliey  shall 
not  have  to  charge  me  with  the  like  omission  this 
time ;  for  if  I  leave  unexposed  any  one  of  its  ab- 
surdities; if  1  leave  unrelated  one  anecdote  in  the 
history  of  blood,  it  shall  be  for  want  of  knowledge 
or  of  memor)',  and  not  for  want  ot  inclination. 

^TO    BB    CONTINUES-] 
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REPUBLICAN    FRANKNESS    AND    GRATITUDE 

EXE"MPLIFIED    IN    THE    CONDUCT    OF 

DOCTOR    MEASE, 

THE    PUPIL,    THE    FRIEND,    AND    ONE    OF    THE 

WITNESSES    OF    RL'SH. 

•'  Read  this,  my  young  blade,  and  then  to  d*inner 
"  With  what  appetite  you  may." 

THIS  Doctor  Mease  was  one  of  those  men,  who 
volunteered  in  the  glorious  service  of  retailing  to  a 
Court  and  Jury  certain  words,  which  in  a  fite-h- 
tHe  conversation  he  heard  me  utter,  respecting  my 
resolution  to  punish  Rush  for  his  insolent  appeal  to 
the  law  agiinst  Mr.  Fenno  and  me.  Mv  counsel, 
Mr.  Harper,  who  seemed  anxious  to  find  some- 
thing to  commend  in  every  one  w'no  gave  satis- 
factory proofs  of  being  my  enemy,  was  kind  enough 
to  observe,  that  the  three  witnesses  (Mease  among 
the  rest)  were  "  gentlemen  of  great  respectability 
•'  FOR  THEIR  AGE."  What  he  meant  by  tacKing 
on  the  phrase  *'  for  their  age,"  1  cannot  think. 
Did  he  mean,  that  they  were  rendered  respectable 
by  their  grejj  locks,  or  that,  considering  their  beard- 
less chins,  they  were  very  respectable  fellows  ? 
Either  meaning  was  equally  nonsensical,  for  they 
were  all  three  about  thirty  years  of  age ;  so  that 
*'  for  their  age,''  was  an  unmeaning  expletive, 
clapped  in  to  ward  off  the  charge  ot  having  be- 
stowed on  these  volunteer  heroes  his  unqualified 
approbation. 

But,  however  respectable  Mease  might  be  for 
his  age,  I  am  persuaded,  that,  after  the  relation  of 
the  following  anecdote,  he  will  be  more  respectable 
for  his  frankness  and  gratitude.  , 

Mease 
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Mease  was,  during  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1797, 
Physician  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia ;  it  was  his 
business  to  inspect  all  entering  vessels,  and  if  they 
had  sick  on  board,  or  came  from  certain  places,  it 
was  his  duty  to  make  them  perrorm  a  quarantine 
opposite  the  fort.  That  he  was  extremely  lit  for 
this  post  every  one  must  allow,  who  considers  that 
he  believed,  with  his  famed  preceptor,  that  the 
Y'ellow  Fever  was  generated  in  the  air,  and  that  it 
could  not,  in  any  case  whatever,  be  imported.  And 
who  can  enough  admire  the  submissiveness  of  the 
poor  sovereign  neople,  who,  without  daring  to 
remonstrate,  suffered  their  health  and  lives  to  re- 
main at  the  mercy  of  such  a  man  ? 

The   "  respectable"   M.^ase,  to  whom  the  Go- 
vernor, MifHin,  had  given  the  post  as  so  much  of  the 
public  money  which  he  was  obliged  to  bestow  on 
some  one  else  than  himself,  acted  as  might  be  ex- 
pected.    Very  few  vessels  were  stopped ;  and  the 
Board  of  Health  having  forced  Mifflin  to  issue  a 
proclamation    forbidding  the    entrance   of  certain 
vessels  into  the  ports  of  Pennsylvania,  Mease  suf- 
fered them  to  go  by  the  fort,  by  which  they  were 
enabled   to  get  up  to  Burlington  in  New  Jersey. 
The  Mayor  of  Burlington  complained  of  it  to  Mif- 
flin, who  answered  his  letter  with  expressions  of 
regret  at  the  conduct  of  Mease,  which  he  called 
"  high!]/  irregular."     That  this  epithet  was  far  too 
mild  to   be  applied  to  an  act  of  disobedience,  so 
audacious  in  itself,  and  so  dangerous  in  its  conse- 
quences, every   one    must  perceive.     Indeed,   the 
poor  sovereign  people  of  Philadelphia,  though  they 
dared  not  speak  out,  did,  in  this  instance,  grumble 
most  bitterly ;  and   some  of  them    had  even    the 
c  )urage  to  declare  (in  a  ivhisper),  that  th:  insolent 
Rushitc  ought  to  be  turned  out  of  his  place  i  in 
which   opinion  the  reader  will,  I  think,  perfectly 
agixe  with  them. 

R  4  So 


248  THE  RUSH-LIGHT.  No.  1. 

So  thought  not,  however,  the  pupil  of  Rush.  A 
man  who  had  learned  to  bleed  and  purge  under  the 
Pcnnsylvanian  "  Hippocrates,"  was  not,  though  in 
terms  the  most  gentle,  to  be  censured  with  impu- 
nity. But  the  young  man  was  i')V  some  time  at  a 
loss  for  a  ?}wdc  in  which  to  obtain  vengeance.  Mif- 
flin, though  sunk  to  the  lowest  ebb,  had  yet  spirit 
enough  left  to  beat  forty  Rushites  togetlier ;  and 
he  had,  besides,  the  power  of  reducing  Mease's 
revenue  from  about  9v03  dollars  a  year  to  nothing. 
Dulv  impressed  with  these  circumstances,  and 
wisely  resolving  stiil  io  go  to  bed  with  a  full  belly 
and  whole  bones,  this  "  gentleman,  respectable/or 
"  his  age"  fell  upon  a  way  of  giving  poor  Mifflin  a 
stab,  without  letting  him  see  the  base  and  perfidious 
hand  by  which  it  was  given :  in  pursuance  of  this 
his  intention,  he  sent  me  the  following  note,  and 
paragraph,  which  I  now  copy  from  his  own  hand- 


writmg ; 


£i 


Dear  Sir, 

"  If  you  do  not  think  the  enclosed  paragraph 
proper  to  come  out  in  your  name  (in  which  I 
have  taken  the  libertv  to  write  it,  and  v/hich  I 
hope  you  will  excuse),  do  not  insert  it.,  but  other- 
wise I  would  thank  you  to  publish  it. 

"  Your  friend, 
"  Mr.  Wm.  Cobbett."  "  James  Mease. 

*'  Sept.  20." 

Paragraph. — "  Prter  Porcupine  has  this  dav 
published  Doctor  Mease's  letter  to  the  Mayor  of 
"  Burlington*,  explaining  the  principles  upon 
wliich  hi  acted,  in  permiltlng  certain  vessels 
"  bound  to  nurlingtwn"  [a  wretched  lij  !  J  "  to  pass 
"  tiis  station  without  performing  quarantine ;  and, 

*  This  letter,  a  very  humble  though  a   very  shuffling  excuse 
for  his  conduct,  appeared  in  all  the  papers. 

"  in 


t< 


ti 
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"  in  Porcupine'.^  opinion,''  [oh  !  you  impudent,  lying 

dog !]    "is    fully    satisfactory      As    an    officer  of 

"  Pennsylvania,  Doctor  Mease  would  have  acted 

"  in  a  very  arbitrary  manner,  had  he   done   other- 

*'  wise."     [What  a  cat's  paw,  what  a  quibbling, 

what  a  villainous  miscreant  this  fellow  wished  to 

make    of    mj !]      "    The    Governor    says  Doctor 

"  Mease's  conduct  was  highh/  irregular,  and  that 

"  he  will  sanction  no  act  that  may  injure  the  feei- 

"  ings  of  the   citizens  of  Burlington  ;  but  this  zoe 

"  all  kmnv  is  mere  staff,  for  that  he"  [the  very  man 

w^ho  had  given  him  his  place]  "  does   not   care   a 

**  cent  for  their  feelings,  provided  his  oxvn  depraved 

*•'  sensations  are  gratified  by  the  brandy  bottle  ! — The 

**  more    the  Governor's  principles  are   developed, 

"  the   more  it  is  discovered  that  he  is  a  rank  Aris- 

"  tocrat,  under  the  cloak  of  a  Democrat.     Hence 

*'  he  wishes  to  make  his  '  Proclamations'  extend  to 

**  Jersey;  though  the  law"  [a  subterfuge  worthy 

of  a  Rushite],  "  it  appears,  which  authorizes  him 

**  to    issue   this    proclamation,    says   it    shall    n(jt. 

*^  When  in  the   drunken  frolics  with  the  rabble^' 

[this  fellovv^  was  a  declared  Democrat !]  "  in   1794, 

"  in  which  the    Governor  presided,"  [and  where 

Mease  was   one  of  the  '  rabble  .'']  "  to  celebrate 

4?  the  jnurders  and  assassinations  of  the  cut-throat 

"  Fj'e?wh,   he    drank,   '   Laws    and   no  proclama- 

"  tions :'  but  here  we  see  he  wishes  proclamations 

"  to  go  beyond  laws." 

If  any  thing  more  than  this  be  wanted,  I  am 
ready  to  prove,  upon  the  oaths  of  myself  and  my 
clerk,  that  Mr.  Harper's  "  gentleman  of  respecta- 
"  bility  for  his  age,"  came  aftcrvv^irds  to  me  in 
perbon,  requested  me  to  publish  the  above  para- 
graph, and  told  me  that  he  wished  to  keep  his  own 
name  out  of  sight,  because  people  knera  he  was  under 
great  obligations  to  MiJ/'lin  !  ! ! 

"  Neva- 
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<«  Never  pray  more,  abandon  all  remorse, 
"  For  nothing  can^t  c'lou  to  dauinaiion  add 
*'  Greater  than  this!" 

Such  reader,  is  the  pupil  of  Rush ;  such  is  the 
man  whose  principles  Rush  extols,  of  whose  friend- 
ship he  boasts,  and  of  whose  perfidious  aid  he  avails 
himself,  in  order  to  oppress  his  opponents,  and  awe 
them  into  silence  !  It  is  not,  I  trust,  necessary  for 
me  to  say,  that  I  refused  to  publish  the  paragraph, 
and  become  the  instrument  of  the  mean  and  assas- 
sin-like vengeance  of  this  ungrateful  wretch ; 
neither  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  how  much  he 
hated  me  for  the  refusal,  nor  what  were  his  motives 
for  volunteering  in  that  act  of  abominable  baseness, 
which  has  conjured  up  this  blasting  tale  from 
oblivion. 

AVere  not  Mease  a  thorough-paced  republican, 
he  would,  upon  the  sight  of  this  pamphlet,  go  out 
and  hang  himself;  but  he  knows  that  he  is  still  as 
good  as  his  neighbours ;  he  knows  that  there  will 
not  be  a  m.an  less  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  that  he 
shall  still  be  embraced  by  Rush,  and,  if  occasion 
serve,  still  eulogized  by  Harper. 


END    OF    NO.    I.    OF    THE    RUSH-LIGHT. 
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RUSH    AND    HIS    SUPPORTERS. 
[Continued  from  No.  I.  page  245.] 

Tlie  Rushite  System  of  Depletion,  xvith  a  Statement 
of  Porcupine's  Reasons  for  opposing  it. 

'*  The  Fever  began  to  ravage  the  city  and  suburbs  ;  so  that 
"  we  had  abundance  of  work,  and  it  may  easily  be  conceived 
"  what  a  quuntitv  of  innocent  blood  was  spilt.  But,  I  know 
"  not  how  It  happened,  all  our  sick  died." 

GIL    ELAS. 

X  HE  novel  system,  adopted  by  Rush,  is  most 
aptly  denominated,'  the  system  of  Depletion;  for 
the  merit  of  it  entirely  consists  in  emptying  the  veins 
and  the  intestines  with  an  expedition  heretofore  un- 
known and  unheard  of.  Of  the  effects  of  this  system, 
the  people  of  America  have  heard  Tv^^felt  enough, 
but  of  its  origin  many  of  them  are  totally  ignorant. 
For  most  of  the  great  discoveries,  especially  those 
which  have  contributed  to  the  depopulation  of  the 
earth,  we  arc  indebted  to  what  appears  to  have 
been  mere  accident ;  which  was  also,  in  some  sori, 
the  mother  of  the  System  of  Depletion. 

"  As  yet  snuffling  was  not,"  when  a  puritanical 
king-killing  saint  happened  to  be  led  by  the  spirit 

to 
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to  visit  a  holy  sister,  who  gave  him  a  present  that 
broke  down  the  bridge  of  his  nose.  And,  as  yet 
MERCURIAL  PLTRGEs,  and  "  bleeding  almost  to 
"  DEATH,"  were  not  counted  amongst  the  means 
of  preseA'ing  life,  when  the  Pennsylvanian  "  Hip- 
"  pocrates"  happened  to  stumble  on  a  smoky  old 
manuscript  present  received  from  Doctor  Franklin. 
But,  before  I  enter  on  the  particulars  of  this  fortu- 
nate accident,  I  must  state  certain  circumstances 
bv  wliicli  it  was  preceded. 

RrsH  had  constantly  endeavoured  to  place  him- 
self at  the  head  of  something  or  other ;  and,  as  is 
common  with  persons  possessed  of  vanity  too  great 
to  suffer  them  to  remain  quiet  in  obscurity,  and  of 
talents  too  contemptible,  or  tempers  too  fickle  to 
enable  them  to  attain  superiority  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  advancement,  he  had  ever  been  upon  the 
search  for  some  discovery,  some  captivating  novelty, 
to  which  he  might  prefix  his  namey  and  thus  reach, 
at  a  single  leap,  the  goal  at  which  men  seldom  ar- 
rive but  by  slow,  cautious,  and  painful  approaches. 
To  a  determination  to  become  a  great  man,  in  de- 
fiance of  niggardly  Nature,  might  be  fairly  attri- 
buted all  the  solemn  fooleries  of  this  versatile  Doc- 
tor, who,  in  his  impatient  pursuit  after  fame,  had 
cho})ped  and  changed  from  science  to  science,  till 
at  last,  like  the  straggling  hound,  he  had  tlie  morti- 
fication to  see  himself  outstripped  in  the  chase  by 
the  slow-motioned  companions  whom  he  formerly 
despised*. 

*  Just  such  another  being  is  that  pestilential  writer,  Noab 
Webster,  jui>.  "  Esij."  This  poor  creature,  who,  had  he  been 
content  lo  move  in  tl.at  sphere  for  which  alone  Nature  intended 
him,  would,  by  this  time,  have  been  a  very  tolerable  teacher, 
and  would  have  gained  an  honest  and  reputable  livelihood,  has, 
by  his  vanity  and  presumption,  rendered  himself,  successively, 
an  object  of  indignation  and  contempt,  ridicule  and  pity. 
From  the  collision  of  two  such  bodies  as  Rush  and  Web- 
ster, one  might  naturally  expect  something  strongly  ex- 
pressive 
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Various  were  the  tricks  that  he  tried ;  Religion, 
Morals,  Jurisprudence,  Literature,  Economy,  Po- 
litics, and  Philosophy,  all  became,  at  times,  the 
subject  of  his  plans  and  his  projects.  Still,  how- 
ever, fame  fied  from  his  grasp.  His  "  Original 
"  Essays,"  though  aided  by  pulfs  in  abundance, 
excited  a  laugh,  and  that  was  all.  The  learned 
languages  were  still  taught  in  the  schools ;  little 
girls  still  played  with  dolls,  and  parents  still  kept 
sharp  knives  and  pointed  scissars  from  the  hands  of 
their  children  ;  men  still  used  tobacco,  and  women 
continued  to  sweeten  their  tea  with  AVest  India 
sugar.  Thus  baffled,  thus  first  despised,  and  then 
lorgotten,  as  an  author,  the  Doctor  saw  no  hope 
ot  rendering  himself  distinguished  but  as  a  phijsician. 
On  this,  therefore,  he  appears  to  have  resolved, 
much  about  the  time  that  the  Yellow  Ferer  of  1793 
offered  an  opportunity  favourable  to  tlie  enterprise. 
He  had,  by  those  arts  wliich  men  of  his  stamp 
never  lail  to  employ,  obtained  some  trilling  marks 
ot  respect  amongst  certain  philosophical  bodies  in 
Europe* ;  he  had  thrust  liimseif  into   many  of  the 

pressn-e  of  emptiness ;  and  accordingly  a  farcical  anecdote  of 
liieir  fir..t  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  where  Webster  had  just  been 
.ippointed  a  teacher  in  the  Episcopal  Acadcoiy,  is  worth  relating. 

SCENK    THE    STREET. 

Enter  Rush  and  IViibster. 

Rush. — How  do  yoa  do,  my  dear  friend  ?  I  congratulate  you 
on  your  arrival  in  Philadelphia. 

irebsler. — You.  may,  it"  you  please.  Sir,  congratulate  Pliila- 
delphia  on  the  occasion  !  !  ! {'1^'-^}J  embrace  J 

*  Rush's  pleader,  Kopkiuson,  observed  that  his  learnf.d  client 
had  received  honours  and  coiiipliaieuts  from  the  East  Indies,-,  and 
troin  the  Jrvst  Indies.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  these  ho- 
uours  and  compliments  raine  from  the  Moors  or  the  Gentoos, 
i  from  the  Negroes  or  Mulattoes.  Probably  King  Toussaint,  hear- 
ing that  onr  tan-!f>us  phlebotomist  is  Treasurer  of  the  INiint,  may- 
have  conceived  him  fo  be  a  personage  worihy  of  his  "  his^li  con- 
"  gidcration,"     I    wonder    Hopkinson    had  not  produced  some 

proof 
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public  institutions  in  America  ;  he  read  chemical 
lectures  to  the  young  '*  Ladies"  in  the  Philadelphia 
Academy,  and  clinical  lectures  to  the  young 
"  Doctors"  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  ;  but 
all  this  did  not  make  him  a  first-rate  medical  man. 
His  practice  was  still  confined  to  that  class  of  peo- 
ple who  are  not  the  best  quaHfied  to  judge  or,  or 
the  most  able  to  reward,  scientific  merit. 

To  recover  his  lost  ground,  to  relieve  himself 
from  this  humiliating  situation,  and  to  tower  over 
the  heads  of  his  envied  brethren,  he  seized,  with 
uncommon  alacrity  and  address,  the  occasion  pre- 


proof  of  his  client  being  held  in  great  esteem  by  their  Majesties, 
Kings  Bull-Dog  and  Hanging-Maw,  at  whose  court  he  himself 
had  the  honour  of  a  public  audience. 

But  another  of  the  pleaders,  Ingersol,  went  further.  He  told 
the  jury,  that  his  client  was  an  honorary  member  of  almost 
every  Society  in  Europe,  or  in  the  ivorld.  When  I  was  a  boy, 
we  used  to  say,  that  ahnost  and  hard-by  saved  many  a  lie;  but, 
I  can  hardly  allow  Master  Ingersol  to  take  shelter  under  this 
salvo.  Amongst  the  learned  societies  that  ought  to  be  supposed 
capable  of  judging  of  Rush's  merits,  are,  certainly,  those  of  Great 
Britain  5  and  1  can  assure  the  reader,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Doctor,  his  name  has  never  met  with  any  thing 
worthy  of  being  called  honour  from  those  societies.  He  has,  in- 
deed, been  noticed  by  two  or  three  little  knots  of  visionaries  in 
France  and  Germany,  amongst  whom  any  man  may  purchase  ati 
AoHo/-on/ membership  with  llie  price  of  a  pair  of  shoes  a-piece 
for  the  President  and  Vice-President. — Ingersol  descended  to 
particulars,  and  in  this  he  was  singularly  fortunate.  He  men- 
tioned Dr.  Trotter  as  having  borne  testimony  to  the  merits  of 
Hush ;  but,  without  knowing,  perhaps,  that  Dr.  Trotter  had 
also  borne  testimony,  and  in  a  more  decided  and  public  manner, 
to  the  merits  of  Perhivis  metallic  points! ! !  It  is  pity  the 
pleader  had  not  been  apprised  of  this  fact.  What  a  hue  oppor- 
tunity for  exulting  at  the  triumph  of  American  genius  over  the 
"  obloquy  and  contempt  cast  upon  it  by  the  proud  philosopliers 
"  of  Europe!"  And  let  it  be  rem.embered  loo,  that  these  two 
great  men  hive  arisen  since  the  revolution  ;  since  these  states 
have  been  a  Republic.  Had  siu.h  lights  begun  to  blaze  forth 
under  the  Monarchy,  I  doubt  not  that  some  one  would  have  been 
found  tyrannical  enough  to  put  the  extinguisher  en  them. 

sentcd 
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sented  by  the  Yellow  Fever,  the  fearful  ravages  of 
which   were  peculiarly  calculated  to    dispose  the 
minds  of  the  panic-struck  people  to   the  tolerance, 
and  even  to  the  admiration  of  experiments,   which, 
at  any  other  time,  they  w^ould  have  rejected  with 
disdain.     Besides  this  debilitated  state  of  the  public 
mind,  Rush  had  several  other  circumstances  in  his 
favour  ;  the  only  newspaper  (that  of  Brown),  which 
continued  to  circulate  in  the  city,  was  almost  en- 
tirely under  his  control ;  his  clamorous  professions 
of  republicanism  had   gained  him  numerous  parti- 
sans amongst  the  class  of  citizens  who  could  not 
flee  to  tlie  country  ;  and  the  physicians,  whose  opi- 
nions he  had  to  encounter,  though  highly  respected 
by  all  classes,  were  men  of  too  peaceable  a  turn  to 
enter  the  field  with  a  person,  who  scrupled  not,  at 
the  very  opening  of  the  campaign,  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  public  prints  ;   and  though  many  of  them 
were  by  no  means  deficient  in  point  of  spirit,  they 
probably  thought  it  beneath  the   dignity  of  their 
characters  to  engage  in  a  contest,  of  any  sort,  with 
a  Discoverer  of  Nostrums.     The  reflecting  on  these 
circumstances,  which  would  have  damped  the  spirit 
of  a  man  of  real  science,   acted  as  a  stimulus  with 
the  enterprising  Rush,  who,   so    that  he  gained   a 
7iame  amongst    the   multitude,    seemed  totallv  re- 
gardless  as  to  its  being  purchased  by  the  contempt 
of  his  sliilfid  contemporaries*. 

*  Many  are  tl:c  anecdotes  wliich  the  Philadflpliia[;s  relate 
of  ilie  di<gusiiiig  vanity  of  this  mat);  but  1  do  not,  at  ])rcscnt, 
recollect  one  so  peilecily  in  cha;  tcter  as  the  following.  Rush 
had  advanced,  in  one  of  his  lectures  or  essays,  some  wild  and  ri- 
dicLdoiis  position,  for  which  he  was  reproved  by  a  gentlem.Tn 
v/ho  knew  hi:.i.  "  Well,  well,"  replif'd  he,  "  never  mind  it  ; 
"  ijiuy  say,  il  is  ?i  la  node  de  Rush." — Paltry,  despicable  Viinity  ! 
If,  liowevcr,  ?io/i;r/V(y  be  Kiill  his  only  wish,  iha't  wish  is  nmu  in 
a  fair  way  of  being  gratified  even  to  satiety. — By  the  aid  of  a 
Philadelphia  court  and  jury,  he  has  procured  an  ample  provi- 
sion of  money  and  of  fame. 

lie 
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He  did  not,  however,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count of  the  matter,  go  incautiously  to  work;  but 
took  all  those  preliminary  steps,  which  serve  to 
give  the  air  of  plausibility  to  an  unjustifiable  pro- 
cedure. He  first  consulted,  as  usual,  with  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  ;  he  learnt  the  particulars,  and 
tried,  or  pretended  to  tr)%  the  effects  of  the  prac- 
tice of  every  individual  physician  of  note :  then, 
and  not  before,  he  broached  his  grand  discovery. 
The  manner  in  which  this  discovery  was  made,  with 
the  pranks  that  he  played  before  and  after  it,  if  we 
could  forget  the  melancholy  circumstances  that  ac- 
companied them,  furnish  an  admiral  subject  tor  the 
pencil  of  a  Mohere. 

At  the  first  breaking  out  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  he 
made  use  of  ^'gentle  purges*;''  these  he  laid  aside, 
and  had  recourse  to  ^^  a  gentle  vomit  of  ipecacuanha ;' 
next  he  "  gave  bark  in  all  its  usual  formSy  of  in- 
'^fusion,  powder,  and  tincture,  and  joined  ivine^ 
"  brandy,  and  aromatics,  zvith  it;"  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  "  t/ie  application  of  blisters  to  the  limbs , 
"  neck,  and  head"  these  torments  were  succeeded 
by  "  an  attempt  to  rouse  the  system  by  xcrapping  the 
"  xvhole  body  in  blankets  dipped  in  xvarm  vinegar  " 
he  next  "  rubbed  the  right  side  taith  mercurial  oint- 
"  ment,  xcith  a  view  of  exciting  the  action  of  the 
*'  vessels  through  the  medium  of  the  liver  ;"  atter  tliis 
he  again  returned  to  bark,  which  he  gave  "  in  large 
*'  quantities,  and,  in  one  case,  ordered  it  to  be  injected 
"  i}do  the  bowels  once  in  four  hows  ;"  and,  at  last, 
having  found,  that  wrapping  his  patient  in  blankets  U 
dilTjjed  in  warm  vinegar  did  no  good,  he  "  directed 
*'  buckets  full  of  cold  water  to  be  thrown  frequently 
''upon  themlil" 


*  See  his  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  J  793,  page  1^3 
and  the  following. 

Sur- 
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Surprising  as   it    may   seem,   iiis  patients  dh'df 
Thus  baffled,  as  he  tells  us,  in  every  attempt  to  stop 
the  ravages  of  the  fever,  he  anticipated  all  the  nu- 
merous and  complicated  distresses  attendant  on  pes- 
tilential diseases.     "  Heaven  alone,"  says  he,  "  bore 
*'  witness  to  the  anguish  of  my  soul !    But,"  pro- 
ceeds   he    in  the  same    strain  of    disgusting  e,n-o- 
tism,  "  I  did  not  abandon  a  hope  that  the  disease 
"  might   yet  be  cured.     I  had  long  believed  that 
good  was  commensurate  with  evil,  and  that  there 
"  does   not    exist  a  disease  for  which    the    good- 
"  ness  of  Providence  has*  not  provided  a  remedy." 
And  modestly  presuming,  that  he  was  (as  he  af- 
terwards   boasted   in  print)  the  instrument  chosen 
by  Providence  for  discovering   the  remedy  which   • 
it   had   in  this  case  provided,  he  tells  us,  that  he 
applied  himself  with  fresh  ardour  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  the   Yellow  Fever,  and  for  a  long  time  in 
vain.     "  But,"  says  he,  "  before  I  desisted  I  re- 
"  collected  that  I  had,  amons;  some  old  papers,  a  ma- 
"  nuscript  account  of  the  Yellow  Fever,   as  it  pre- 
*'  vailed  in  Virginia,  in  the  year  1741,  w^hich  had 

'  "  been  put  into  my  hands  by  Doctor  Franklin,  a 
•'  short   time    before    his    death." — This    present^ 

I  which  was  not  the  only  one  Franklin  bestowed  on 

1  Philad::-']phia,  proved  to  be,  in  its  qualities,  some- 
thing like  that  which  poor  Hercules  received  from 
Dejanira. 

Rush  tells  us  (A.  of  Yellow  F.  of  1793,  p.  197), 

that  he  was  much  struck  with  certain  passages  of 

-r-  ■  I  ,  , I  I  .  ' 

*  Reader,  I  beg  you  to  pay  attention  to  the  grammar  of  this 
jSentence,  and  to  recollect  that  the  writer  of  it  has  published 
vli  It  lie  calls  "  Literary  Essays ;"  that  he  lias  had  th^  assurance 

decry  the  mode  of  teaching  followed  in  the  schools  and  uni- 
K  rsities,  and  the  intolerable  impudence  to  propose  its  abolition, 
to  make  way  for  a  plan  of  bis  o-zi<n  !  It  is  astonishing  that  amongst 
jthe  hundreds  of  men  of  learning  and  genius  who  have  bt^c-n  re- 
pled  by  this  illiterate  pretender  to  universal  knowledge,  no  ono 
Idas  ever  undertaken  to  expose  him. 

VOL,  XI  s  this 


258  THE  RUSH-LIGHT.  No.  II. 

this  old  manuscript,  but  particularly  with  one,  in 
which  the  writer  observed,  that  "  an  ill-timed  scru- 
"  puluiisness  about  the  xieakness  of  the  body  was  of 
"  bad  consequence,"  and  he  declared  that  he  had 
"  given  a  purge,  ichen  the  pulse  was  so  low  that  it 
"  could  hardly  be  felt* .'" — Reading  on,  Rush  says 
he  came  to  the  following  words: — "  This  evacu- 
"  ation  must  be  procured  by  lenitive  chologoque 
*'  pu7-ges." 

"  Here,"  says  he,  "  I  paused. — A  new  train  of 
"  ideas  suddenbj  broke  in  upon  my  mind." — He 
then  mentions  his  former  scruples  \  "  but,"  adds  he, 
"  Dr.  Mitchill"  [the  man  of  the  old  manuscript] 
"  in  a  moment  dissipated  my  ignorance  and  my 
^'  fears.  I  adopted  his  theory,  and  practice,"  and 
[without  any  trial]  "  resolved  to  follow  them ! !" 

Having,  "  in  a  moment,"  formed  this  resolu- 
tion, he  very  soon  proceeded  to  put  it  m  practice. 
The  "  chologoque  purge''  that  he  fixed  upon  was 
composed  of  ten  grains  of  calomel  and  fifteen  of 
jalap.  To  this  purge,  whi€h  the  inventor  some- 
times called  the  Sampson  of  Medicine,  was  added 
copious  blood-letting ;  a  most  powerful  co-operator ! 
With  these  remedies  the  Pennsylvanian  "  Hippo- 
"  crates"  set  to  work  in  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber. This  practice  gained  no  partisans,  except 
amongst  the  ignorant  beings  who  were  about  his 
person,  or  who  had  recently  been  his  pupils.  But, 
what  with  the  public  rage  for  wonder- w^orking  medi- 
cines, the  noisy  boasting  of  the  Rushites,  and  the 
delicacy  which  imposed  silence  on  such  men  as 
Drs.  Khun  and  Wistar,  the  mercurial  purges  be- 
came popular,  and  the  discoverer,  so  elated,  that 

*  I  wonder  whether  this  intrepid  fellow  was  a  progenitor  of 
the  rwdi:si  Dr.  Mitchill  of  New -York  ?  The  latter  is  the  founder 
of  the  "  Miubillanian"  something  or  otiier,  I  have  forgotten 
what. 

h; 
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he  thought  it  no  longer  necessary  to  suppress  the 
Suggestions  of  his  vanity:  accordingly,  on  the  12th 
of  September,  he  actually  came  out  in  the  news- 
papers with  an  exulting  recommendation  of  the  use 
of  his  specifics,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  the 
lives  of  the  sick. 

Various  were  the  publications  that  he  now  sent 
through  the  papers,  in   the   form  of  paragraphs. 
Cards,  letters,  &c.  in   one   of  which  he   asserted, 
that,  in  consequence  of  his  discovery,  there  was  no 
occasion   for  fleeing    to   the  country,   for  that  the 
Yellow  Fever  was  no  longer  a  dangerous  disease, 
but  was  710Z0  perfectly  under  the  power  of  medi- 
cine.    He  concluded  this  card  to  the  people,  which 
was  published  on  the  12th  of  September,   by  say- 
ing, that,  with  his  remedies,  "  there  was  no  more 
*'  danger    to  be    apprehended    from    the  Yellow 
*'  Fever,  than  from  the  measles  or  the  injiuenza'* 
On  the  17  th  of  the  same  month  he  concluded  a 
letter   to   the  College  of  Physicians  (who  entirely 
disapproved  of  his  practice)  by  positively  declaringji ' 
that,  could  he  visit  all  the   sick,  and  be  assisted 
with  proper  nurses,  the  disease  would  soon  be  re- 
(]uced,  in  point  of  danger  and  mortality,  to  a  level 
with  a  common  cold!  Still   rising   in  audacity,  he 
wrote  to  Dr.  Rodgers  of  New- York,  on  the  3d  of 
October,    a  letter,    which  was   immediately  pub- 
lished, and  in  which,  after   speaking   of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  other  physicians  in  terms  the  most  con- 
temptuous, he  asserted,  that  he  recovered  ninety- 
nine  patients  in  a  hundred  ! 

On  the  impudence  and  insolence  of  these  publi- 
cations the  reader  will  ask  for  no  comment,  and 
t\\(i\r  falsehood  (if,  indeed,  that  will  admit  ot  a 
doubt)  shall  be  amply  proved,  after  I  have  given 
some  account  of  the  Doctor's  practice  ot  empty- 
ing,  and  of  his  coadjutors  in  carrying  on  the  noble 
work. 

s  2  The 
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The  practice  was,  as  he  said,  very  simple  and 
very  efficacious;  for  it  consisted  merely  of  bleeding 
upon  bleeding,  sometimes  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ounces,  and  of  purge  upon  purge,  sometimes  to 
sixty  grains  of  mercury  and  to  ninety  grains  of 
jalap !  It  would  be  highly  presumptuous  in  me  to 
pretend  to  give  iny  ow?i  objections  to  this,  or  to 
any  other  mode  of  treating  a  disease :  and,  there- 
fore, though  such  unmerciful  bleeding  and  purging 
seem  to  be  synonymous  with  death  itself,  I  shall 
state  the  objections  which  were  made  by  those 
gentlemen,  who  were,  who  are,  and  who  will 
remain,  at  the  head  of  the  medical  profession  in 
America. 

These  gentlemen  insisted  that  the  purges  were  of 
too  drastic  a  nature  ;  they  compared  them  to  ar- 
senic, and  said  it  was  a  dose  for  a  horse. — They  said 
that  the  mercury  excited  salivation,  even  to  loosen- 
ing the  teeth  "*". — They  said  that  it  inflamed  and  la- 
cerated the  stomach  and  the  bowels ;  and,  in  proof, 
they  cited  a  dissection  made  at  Bush-hill,  wherein 
•yvere  exhibited  the  horrid  effects  of  the  mercurial 
purges. — They  further  said,  and,  as  far  as  I  was 
able  to  learn,  with  great  truth,  that  this  violent 
and  dangerous  purge,  though  it  must  inevitably  be 
destructive  in  weak  habits,  was  prescribed  indis- 
criminately in  all  cases,  to  persons  of  both  sexes, 
and  of  all  ages. — Finally,  wlien  the  calls  of  huma- 
nity compelled  them,  after  long  forbearance,  pub- 
licly to  protest  against  these  dreadful  doses,  they 
reprobated  the  use  of  them  in  the  strongest  terms. 
Doctor  Currie,  who  was  one  of  the  College  of  Phy- 

*  Rush  replied  to  this  objection  by  saying,  that  he  "  met 
*'  with  but  two  cases  in  which  ihen-  was  a  loss  of  teeth  from 
"  this  medicine." — But,  my  dear  "  Hippocrates,"  there  is  some 
little  difference  between  loosening  and  losing  one's  teeth.  You 
think  it  is  nothing,  I  suppose,  unless  your  patients'  teeth  drop 
into  his  porridge  ?  .  _ 

sicians, 
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sicians,  earnestly  besought  the  poor  deluded  Phila- 
delphians  to  open  their  eyes,  to  beware  of  the  new 
remedies  ;  for,  said  he,  "  the  mode  of  treatment  ad- 
"  vised  by  Dr.  Rush  cannot,  in  the  Fellozo  Fever^ 
''fail  of  'being  CERTAIN DEATUr 

As  to  the  bleeding  part  of  the  practice,  the  same 
learned  and  experienced  gentleman  said,  and  I  be- 
lieve, most  truly,  that  it  was  dangerously  copious^  and 
that  many  persons  had  been  destroyed  by  it*. — 
They  said,  that  if  the  patient  happened  to  survive 
such  copious  discharges  of  the  vital  fluid,  they  pro- 
duced weakness,  and  that  their  consequences  often 
terminated  in  the  total  ruin  of  the  constitution. — 
Here  also  they  justly  complained  of  the  want  of  dis- 
crimination, and  asserted  that  blood-letting  was  pre- 
scribed in  all  cases,  without  any  regard  to  the  habit, 
the  age,  or  the  force  of  the  diseased. 

To  each  of  these  objections  Rush  replied  by  pro- 
ducing patients  icho  had  survived  the  treatment  ob- 
jected to !  That  is  to  say,  by  proving  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  most  incredulous,  that  every  one  he 
touched  did  not  die !  Nobody  ever  contradicted 
him  ;  for  it  was  never  doubted,  that  there  were 
constitutions  capable  of  resisting  even  his  prescrip- 
tions. For  instance,  he  mentions  Mr.  Mierken  as 
being  able  to  zvoj^k  in  the  sugar-house,  in  nine  days 
after  his  last  bleeding ;  but,  he  takes  good  care  not 

*  Rush,  in  replying  to  this  objection,  has  these  words  :  "  As 
"  a  proof  Xh^X.  I  did  not  draw  one  ounce  of  blood  too  much,  it 
"  will  be  only  necessary  to  add,  haemorrhages/r^^K^'w//)/ occurred 
*'  after  a  third,  a  fourth,  and  in  one  instance,  after  a  sixth 
"  bleeding  had  been  used." Now,  reader,  of  whatever  na- 
tion, kindred,  or  tongue,  you  may  be,  if  you  live  in  an  Ame- 
rican seaport,  and  have  a  life  that  you  think  worth  preserving, 
do  i!0t  proceed  an  inch  further  till  you  have  carefully,  and 
candidly,  perused  a  short  article  towards  the  close  of  this  pam- 
phlet, entitled,  "  Ti'^  Ignorance  of  the  Penn<:ylvanian  Hippocrates  ex- 
"posed." — Turn  to  it  immediately,  I  conjure  you,  and  do  not 
quit  it,  till  you  have  read  it  three  limes  over. 

s  3  to 


t62  THE  RUSH-LIGHT.  No.  II. 

to  say  how  much,  or  rather  how  Httle  blood  Mr. 
Mierken  lost,  and,  in  the  language  of  one  of  his 
opponents,  he  remembers  to  forget  to  say  that  Mr. 
Mierken  is  the  Hercules  of  Philadelphia ;  that  his 
amazing  strength  is  proverbial,  and  that,  as  to  his 
working  in  his  sugar-house,  it  is  as  ridiculous  as  it 
would  be  to  talk  of  an  Admiral's  tcorkiug  on  board 
his  ship. — But,  I  know  of  no  map  who  surpasses 
Rush  in  what  is  vulgarly  called,  cheating  the  devil 
of  a  lie.  This  statement  respecting  Mr.  Mierken  is 
no  unfair  specimen  of  his  candour. 

His  co-operators  in  the  practice  above  described, 
were  his  former  pupils,  Leib,  Porter,  Annan,  Wood- 
house,  and  Mease,  men,  who,  as  physicians,  were 
scarcely  known.  Leib,  to  the  celebrity  of  whose 
morality  I  shall  dedicate  some  future  Number  of 
this  work,  has,  since  the  Fever  of  1793,  found  it 
prudent  to  quit  the  healing  art,  and  become  (God 
save  the  while  !)  a  legislaior.  Of  Dr.  Porter  I 
never  heard,  till  he  resigned  his  no  salary  post  in 
the  Dispensary,  because  his  colleague  Dr.  Reynolds 
(the  United  Irishman)  had  been  turned  out  by  the 
managers  of  that  ij:istitution.  Dr.  Annan  died  of 
the  Yellow  Fever.  I  never  knew  him ;  nor  did  I 
ever  hear  his  name  mentioned  three  times  in  my 
life.  Mease,  the  grateful  Mease,  the  reader  saw 
enough  of,  in  the  first  Number  of  the  Rush-Light  j 
but,  if  any  criterion  be  wanted  respecting  his  pro- 
fessional character,  and  the  extent  of  his  practice  as 
a  Physician,  let  it  only  be  remembered,  that  in 
1797,  four  years  after  the  period  of  which  we  are 
now  speaking,  he  thought  iiimself  happy  in  the 
office  of  Piiysician  of  the  port,  which  confined  him 
to  an  island  several  miles  trom  the  city,  upon  a 
salary  of  about  nine  hundred  dollars  a  year,  an  in- 
come little  exceeding  that  of  a  journeyman  me- 
chanic in  Philadelphia.  As  to  poor  Woodhouse, 
or,  as  Rush  calls  him,  Dr.  AVoodhouse,  I  re- 
fej:  the  rea4er  to  an  artiqle  in  the  next  Number, 

entitled 
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entitled  the  "  Raving  Rushite."  To  the  above- 
named  practitioners  are  to  be  added,  of  course, 
five  pupils,  who  yet  remained  under  the  tuition  of 
Rush. 

Such  w^ere  the  medical  characters,  of  whose  con- 
currence and  whose  aid  the  Doctor  had  to  boast.  I 
shall  now  speak  of  the  irregular  brethren  and  sister- 
hood, who  were  called  in  to  assist  in  administering 
the  potent  mysteries,  and  whom  the  High  Priest 
very  properly  calls  the  "  undisciplined  sect  of  prac- , 
*'  titioners."  Of  this  sect,  which  was  tolerably  nu- 
merous, Rush  records  the  exploits  of  a  few  of  the 
most  eminent  j  these  were,  a  Popish  Priest,  a  Ger- 
man  Apothecary,  an  Auctioneer^  two  Old  JVo?nen, 
and  a  brace  of  Negj^o  Parsons,  the  Reverend  Ab- 
salom Jones,  and  the  Reverend  Richard  Al- 
len*!!! 

Of  this  motley  squad  the  two  Reverend  Negroes 
seem  to  have  been  his   favourites ;    for,  says  he. 


*  Amongst  the  numerous  evils,  Avhich  the  spirit  of  equality 
has  produced  in  the  United  States,  the  degradation  of  the  cle- 
rical character  is  not  the  least ;  and,  amongst  the  causes,  which 
have  produced  this  evil,  the  admission  of  Negroes  to  the  mi- 
nistry has  not  been  the  least  efficient.  Philanthropic  dreamers 
may  say  what  they  please;  they  may  tell  us,  that  we  are  all 
men,  and  all  made  by  the  same  Almighty  hand  ;  but  we  see 
that  this  same  Almighty  hand  has  made  some  lubite,  and  others 
hlack,  and  till  these  two  colours  shall  appear  the  same  to  our 
sight,  we  never  shall  believe  that  whites  and  negroes  were  in- 
tended to  live  upon  an  equality  with  each  other  But,  as  if  the 
degradation  of  the  clergy  were  not  completed  by  the  admission 
of  members  of  the  African  race,  the  above-mentioned  aid-de- 
camp of  Rush,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  joins  to  his  profession  of 
clergyman,  that  of  chimney- iiveep;  thus  exhibitmg  an  impious 
resemblance  between  the  most  vile,  and  most  sacred  functions; 
for  he  is  still  dressed  in  black,  whether  in  his  clerical  or  his  lay 
character,  and  he  still  obeys  the  injunction  to  cry  aloud  and  spare 
not,  whether  he  peeps  from  the  pulpit  or  from  the  chimney, 
and  whether  his  vociferations  are  directed  against  sin  or  against 
foot. 


s  4  "  ihey 
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"  they  spent  all  the  intervals  in  which  they  were  not 
"  employed  in  burying  the  dead,  in  visiting  the 
**  poor  who  were  sick,  and  in  bleeding  and  purging 
"  them,  agreeably  to  the  directions"  [his  direc- 
tions] "  which  had  been  published  in  all  the  news- 
"  papers."  He  has  the  impudence  to  add,  that  the 
success  of  these  fellows  "  was  unparalleled  by  what 
*'  is  called  regular  practice."  But,  ask  any  man, 
who  had  the  mortification  to  be  a  spectator  of  their 
operations,  and  he  will  tell  you  what  bloody  and 
dirty  work  they  made  amongst  the  infatuated  crea- 
tures who  submitted  to  their  treatment. 

When  the  reader  casts  his  eye  on  the  wretched 
city ;  when  he  sees  Rush's  sister,  his  pupils,  and, 
perhaps,  twenty  apothecaries'  apprentices  besides, 
all  making  packets  of  mercury ;  and  when  he  sees 
the  swift  poison  (for  such  mercury  is,  when  impro- 
perly used)  committed  to  the  hands  of  old  women 
and  negroes,  he  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  fatal 
consequences  :  instead  of  astonishment  at  tlie  vast 
increase  of  the  bills  of  mortality,  he  will  find  ample 
occasion  for  thanksgiving  that  a  single  man  was 
left  alive. 

But  Rush,  on  the  contrary,  blessed  God  for  the  dis^ 
covery  he  had  made,  and  for  the  success  of  his  prac- 
tice. In  his  above-mentioned  letter  to  Dr.  Rod^ 
gers  of  New  York,  he  modestly  observed  that  he 
had  been  "  the  unworthy  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
"  a  kind  Providence  of  recovering  7nore  than  ninetrj- 
"  niiie  out  of  a  hundred  of  his  patients;"  and  he  had 
before,  with  not  less  modesty,  publicly  proclaimed 
in  Philadelphia,  that,  with  the  aid  of  his  remedies, 
the  Fever  was,  "  in  point  of  danger  and  mortality, 
*'  reduced  to  a  level  with  the  measles,  the  injiuenza, 
*'  or  a  common  cold."  In  his  Account  of  the  Yel- 
low Fever  of  1793,  a  work  written  after  he  had 
time  to  reflect,  and  to  retract  these  assertions,  he 

repeats 
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repeats  them  with  additional  effrontery,  and  thus 
deprives  himself  of  all  claim  to  an  exemption  from 
the  charge  of  intentional  falseJwod.  He  gives  no 
list  of  his  patients  ;  an  omission  not  to  be  account- 
ed for  otherwise  than  by  his  assurance  that  such  a 
list  would  give  the  lie  to  his  assertions,  and,  of 
course,  withdraw  the  only  prop  by  which  the  virtue 
of  his  famous  discovery  was  supported.  The  eva- 
sion, by  which  he  attempts  to  account  for  this 
omission,  is  the  most  pitiful  that  ever  suggested  it- 
self "  I  regret,"  says  he,  "  that  it  is  not  in  my 
"  power  to  furnish  a  list  of  them,  for  a  majority  of 
"  them  were  poor  people,  whose  names  are  still 
"  iinknozvn  to  me." — Can  you  believe  this,  reader? 
Can  you  imagine  that  this  man,  who  was  labouring 
with  might  and  main  to  establish  his  reputation  on 
the  success  of  a  discovery,  to  which  he  had  pre- 
fixed his  name,  would  omit  to  note  down  the 
names  of  those  he  cured  ?  Recollect,  too,  that  his 
system  was  opposed  by  other  physicians ;  that  the 
public  had  been  cautioned  against  his  practice,  as 
against  '^'-  certain  death.''  Under  such  circumstances, 
had  he  cured  more  than  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred y 
nay,  had  he  cured  but  ninety-nine  out  of  a  thousand, 
can  you  believe  that  he  would  have  omitted  to  note 
down  the  survivors  P  He  says  a  inajoritij  of  his  pa- 
tients were  poor  people.  But  this  did  not  prevent 
him  from  recording  the  names  of  the  minority:  and, 
besides,  poverty  does  not  deprive  men  of  their 
flames ;  nor  are  the  names  of  the  poor  any  longer,  or 
more  difficult  to  write  down,  than  those  of  the  rich. 
The  Grand  Discoverer  had  several  underlings  in  his 
house,  and  though  they  did,  indeed,  die  off  pretty 
fast,  in  spite  of  the  specific  powders,  there  was 
one,  at  least,  I  believe,  left  alive  to  take  down  the 
names  of  the  patients.  When  I  was  in  the  army  I 
frec^uently  wrote  from  eight  to  ten  regimental  mus- 
ter- 
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ter-rolls  in  one  day,  amounting,  in  all,  to  about  four 
thousand  names :  Rush  must  have  had  fearful 
trade,  if  his  register  would  have  had  more  work 
than  this.  Moreover,  suppose  that,  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  common  prudence  as  well  as  to  the  laud- 
able example  of  Dr.  Perkins  and  all  other  great 
discoverers,  the  registering  of  the  names  had  actu- 
ally been  neglected,  till  the  very  hour  when  the 
Doctor  regretted  that  he  could  not  furnish  a  list : 
how  easily  might  he  have  repaired  the  loss  by  an 
advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  calling  on  all 
those  who  had  been  cured  by  him,  to  send  their 
names  to  his  house  ?  He  was  not  very  delicate, 
God  knows,  in  thrusting  his  remedies  into  vogue"; 
and  why  he  should  be  more  delicate  in  obtaining 
proofs  of  their  wonderful  effects,  is,  I  think,  hard 
to  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  No  doubt  can 
be  entertained,  that  his  patients  (I  mean  the  live 
ones)  would  have  rejoiced  in  an  opportunity  of 
bearing  testimony  to  the  virtue  of  those  means  by 
which  they  had  been  rescued  from  the  jaws  of 
death.  Never  did  a  healing  discovery  fail  of  suc- 
cess for  want  of  certificates  of  its  efficacy  ;  on  the 
contrary,  wonder-working  nostrums  are  always  in- 
debted for  a  great  portion  of  celebrity,  to  the  im- 
portance which  each  lucky  patient  attaches  to  its 
existence,  and  to  the  vanity  which  almost  every 
one  has,  of  appearing  in  print.  I  repeat,  there- 
fore, that  a  notification  in  the  papers  would  have 
received  immediate  attention ;  and  that  the  pa- 
tients, whom  the  discovery  had  left  alive,  would 
have  vied  with  each  other  in  a  speedy  communi- 
cation of  their  names  ;  unless,  indeed,  they  were 
all  in  the  state  of  the  unfortunate  woman,  who  was 
described  to  Rush  by  Dr.  Woodhouse,  and,  '*  who 
"  q/'/fr her  recovery, roz/M  not  recollect  hername !! P* 
— Poor  souls !  If  the  Doctor  had  advertised,  few  of 

thern 
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them  would,  I  am   afraid,  have  recollected   their 
names!* 

Fortunately,  however,  for  Philadelphia,  and  un- 
fortunately for  Rush  and  his  discovery,  a  bill  of 
mortality  was  kept  by  the  officers  of  the  city.  This 
bill  of  mortality,  compared  with  the  vaunts  of  the 
Doctor,  vvall  enable  any  one  to  form  a  tolerably  ac- 
curate judgment,  not  only  of  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ments, but  of  the  saving  effects  of  his  remedies,  as 
.applied  by  himself  and  his  numerous  assistants. 

The  Yellow  Fever  of  1793  broke  out  on  the  first 
of  August,  and  from  that  day  to  the  eighth  of  Sep- 
tember the  number  of  deaths  had  been  various, 
once  as  low  as  three  and  once  as  high  as  forty-two. 
Now  it  was,  that  mercury  and  the  lancet  began  to 
be  put  in  motion,  and  I  beseech  you,  reader,  to 
mark  their  progress.     "List!  list!  Olist!" 

On  September  the  twelfth  Rush  began  to  recomr> 
mend  his  powders  by  public  advertisement.  He, 
at  the  same  time,  told  the  people  not  to  leave  the 
city  j  that  there  was  no  longer  any  danger,  for 
that  his  discovery  had  put  the  Fever  upon  a  level 
with  the  measles,  the  injluenza,  or  a  common  cold. 
For  some  days  previous  to  this,  the  ravages  of  the 
Fever  had  become  less  alarming,  the  bill  of  morta- 
lity had  fallen  from  forty-two  to  twenty-three  per 
day ;  and,  as  Rush  had  reduced  tlie  disease,  in 
point  of  danger,  to  a  level  with  a  common  cold,  the 
poor  Philadelphians,  who  were  carried  away  by  his 
noisy  impudence,  began  to  hail  him  as  their  deli- 
verer from  a  calamity  which  they  now  looked  upon 
as  nearly  at  an  end.  But,  Death,  who  seems  al- 
ways to  have  had  an  implacable  grudge  against  the 

*  See  Rush's  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1/93,  page 
64.— But  when  the  reader  has  taken  a  view  of  this  Dr.  Wood- 
house,  in  the  article  entitled  the  "  Raving  Riislite,"  in  the  next 
number,  he  will  be  able  to  judge  pretty  correctly  of  the  degree 
of  cretUt  due  to  the  statement  of  this  subaltern  reporter. 

Penn- 
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Pennsylvanian  "  Hippocrates,"  persecuted  him,  in 
the  present  instance,  with  more  severity  than  ever; 
for,  from  the  day  on  which  Rush  declared  that  his 
discovery  had  reduced  the  Fever  to  a  level  with  a 
common  cold ;  from  the  day  on  which  he  promul- 
gated the  infallibility  of  his  nostrum  ;  from  that  day 
did  the  bill  of  mortality  begin  to  increase  in  a  fear- 
ful degree,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract. 

Days.  Deaths. 

September     llth  — 23 

12th  33 

13th  37 

14th  48 

15th  56 

16th  67 

17th  81 

18th  69 

19th  61 

20th  67 

2Ist  57 

22nd  76 

23d  68 

24th  96 

25th  87 

26th  52. 

27th  60 

28th  51 

29th  57 

30th  63 

October  1st  74 

2nd  66 

3d  78 

4th  58 

5th  71 

6th  76 

7th  — — -  82 

Octo= 
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Days.  Deaths. 

October  8th     90 

9th     102 

10th     93 

nth     119 

Thus,  you  see,  that  though  the  Fever  was,  on  the 
12th  of  September,  reduced  to  a  level  with  a  com- 
mon cold  ;  though  the  lancet  was  continually  un- 
sheathed ;  though  Rush  and  his  subalterns  were 
ready  at  every  call,  the  deaths  did  actually  increase  ; 
and,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  this  increase  grew 
with  that  of  the  very  practice  which  saved  more 
than  ninety-nine  patients  out  of  a  hundred  !  Asto- 
nishing obstinacy  !  Perverse  Philadelphians  !  Not- 
withstanding there  was  a  man  in  your  city,  who 
could  have  healed  you  at  a  touch,  you  continued 
to  die  !  Notwithstanding  the  precious  purges  were 
advertised  at  every  corner,  and  were  brought  even 
to  your  doors  and  bedsides  by  Old  Women  and 
Negroes;  notwithstanding  life  was  offered  you  on 
terms  the  most  reasonable  and  accommodating,  still 
you  persisted  in  dying  !  Nor  did  barely  dying  con- 
tent you.  It  was  not  enough  for  you  to  reject  the 
means  of  prolonging  your  existence,  but  you  must 
begin  to  drop  off  the  faster  from  the  moment  that 
those  means  were  presented  so  you  ;  and  this,  for 
no  earthly  purpose,  that  I  can  see,  but  the  mali 
cious  one  of  injuring  the  reputation  ot  the  "  saving 
Angel,"  whom  "  a  kind  Providence  had  sent  to 
your  assistance!" 

But,  it  wns  not  only  amongst  the  people  in  ge- 
neral that  the  Doctor  met  with  this  mortifying  pt-r- 
verseness,  even  the  members  of  his  own  houscliuld, 
those  who  dipjjcd  in  the  same  dish  with  him,  and 
who  were  to  share  in  his  lionours,  seem,  in  like 
manner,  to  have  conspired  against  the  fame  ot  his 
discovery  j  for,  of  his  sister  and  five  pupils,  all  ot 

whom 
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whom  were  attacked  with  the  Fever,  foi/r  had  the 
ingratitude  to  seal,  with  their  death,  the  condem- 
nation of  his  practice. 

This  fact,  which  the  discoverer  would  doubtless 
have  concealed,  if  he  could,  gave  a  mortal  blow 
to  the  Rushite  system.  When  the  Doctor  was 
called  on,  as  he  repeatedly  was,  for  a  lisi  of  his  pa- 
tients, he  pretended  he  had  kept  none ;  when  the 
dreadful  increase  of  the  bill  of  mortalitv  was  shown 
to  have  begun  with  the  use  of  his  remedies,  he  re- 
plied, that  this  increase  was  occasioned  by  the 
want  of  fimeli/  application,  by  that  timidity  which 
prevented  patients  from  losing  blood,  or  swallow- 
ing mercury,  enough,  and  by  a  want  of  proper 
nurses.  These  reasons,  though  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly account  for  the  ijicrease  of  the  bill  of  morta- 
lity, might,  in  some  sort,  account  for  its  not  ck- 
a^easing,  and  might  also,  as  far  as  they  applied  to 
the  city  in  general,  be  opposed,  with  some  plausi- 
bility, to  the  charges  brought  against  the  incfficacjj 
of  the  new  discovery ;  but  they  could,  in  no  way 
whatever,  be  applicable  to  the  brethren  and  sister- 
hood, who  were  not  only  fully  persuaded  of  the 
virtue  of,  but  were  employed  in  preparing  and 
administering  the  infallible  remedies,  more  especi- 
ally to  the  happy  few,  who  resided  under  the  same 
roof  with  the  "  saving  Angel"  himself.  These 
fortunate  beings  were,  undoubtedly,  kept  in  that 
state  of  preparation  recommended  in  the  Doctor's 
bills  !  they  lived  in  a  fine  airy  house,  and  wanted 
for  no  menial  assistance ;  they  could  not  suffer  for 
want  of  a  timcli/  application  of  the  remedies,  for, 
besides  that  the  great  "  Hippocrates"  himself 
was  always  within  call,  each  patient,  the  sister 
excepted,  was  himself  a  bleeder,  and  they  had  all 
the  life-preserving  purges  continually  under  their 
fingers :  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  advantages, 
they  died  no  less  than  fotcr  out  of  the  si'.v  j  and,  as 

this 
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this  is  the  only  authentic  record,  from  which  a  judg- 
ment can  be  formed  of  the  Doctor's  success,  we 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  proceed,  in  our  calcu- 
lation, from  the  known  to  the  unknown,  and  to 
conclude,  accordingly,  that,  instead  of  saving  more 
than  ninety-nine,  he  lost  at  least  sixty-six,  out  of 
every  hundred  of  his  patients ;  and,  to  close  the 
melancholy  account,  it  does  not  appear,  from  a  list 
which  came  out  early  in  the  Fever  of  1797,  under 
the  signature  of  one  of  the  pupils  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  survive,  that  this  triumphant  practice, 
when  carried  to  its  full  extent,  saved,  or  rather 
spared,  more  than  twenty-two  out  of  the  hundreds 
and  hundreds  who  were  said  to  have  submitted  to 
it*  !  Well  might  Doctor  Currie  call  upon  his  fel- 
low citizens  "  to  open  their  eyes !  Well  might  he 
assure  them  that  Rush's  Yellow  Fever  remedies 
were  "  certain  death  /"f 


*  This  list  was  published  in  all  the  Philadelphia  papers  on 
the  14th  September  I707.  It  was  signed  by  John  Redman 
Coxe,  and  was  intended  to  remove  the  fears  entertained  of  copi- 
ous bleeding  ;  but,  while  the  list  itself  proved,  that  the  Rushites 
sometimes  bled  to  100  or  150  ounces,  it  could  produce  but  22 
persons  who  had  been  able  to  resist  a  bleeding  of  upwards  of  50 
ounces !  Coxe  did  not  perceive  that  he  was  establishing,  in 
place  of  removing,  the  fears  entertained  of  the  practice.  But,  in 
mistakes  of  this  kind,  he  only  followed  the  example  of  his*  too 
sanguine  preceptor. 

f  If  this  be  a  libel,  let  Rush  prosecute  Dr.  Currie.  Nay,  Ipt 
him  prosecute  himself;  for,  though  Dr.  Currie  wrote  and  pub- 
lished the  condemnation,  the  great  "  Hippocrates"  re-published 
it ;  and^  according  to  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  re-publisher  is  the  greatest  offender.  When  Rush  wrote  his 
Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1/93,  he  was,  as  the  saying  is, 
upon  his  high  horse.  He  had  been  so  flattered  by  a  set  of  mean 
parasites,  of  various  professions,  that  he  really  began  to  think 
there  was  no  other  physician  in  the  world  worthy  of  the  least  at- 
tention. Hence  he  had  the  audacity  \p  despise,  or  to  affect  to 
despise,  the  opinion  of  Doctor  Currie,  and  was  thus  led  to  intro- 
duce into  liis  own  work,  and  to  assist   in  giving  circulation   to 

the 
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Such,  reader,  was  the  origin,  and  such  were  the 
first  blessed  fruits,  of  the  far-famed  system  of  Deple- 
tion. It  remains  tor  me  to  2:ive  mv  reasons  tor  en- 
deavouring  to  explode  it,  and  to  justify  the  means 
I  made  use  of  for  that  p/urpose. 

In  the  dispute  of  1793  Rush  was  fairly  defeated, 
notwithstanding  he  wrote  more  in  the  several  news- 
papers than  all  the  other  physicians  put  together, 
and  notwithstanding  he  plyed  his  '*  dear  Philadel- 
*'  phians,"  his  "  dear  fellow  citizens/'  with  more 
than  qiiantiim  svfficit  of  that  oily  lingo,  for  which 
he  has  long  been  renowned.  His  "  dear  fellow 
"  citizens"  loved  coaxing  well  enough,  but  they 
loved  life  better.  Still  resolved,  however,  not  to 
acknowledge  himseh  in  an  error,  but  to  support  his 
practice,  if  possible,  he  stopped  until  the  Fever 
was  over,  and  tlien,  like  the  famous  physician  of 
Valladolid,  he  wrote  a  book  ;  that  book  to  which 
this  pamphlet  is  so'  largely  indebted,  and  which 
produced  an  effect  precisely  the  contrary  of  the  one 
intended.  Men  could  not  be  persuaded,  even  by 
the  smooth  tongue  ot  Rush,  that  bleeding  almost  to 
death  was  likely  to  save  life. 

When,  therefore,  the  Yellow  Fever  again  broke 
out  in  1797,  *'  Hippocrates"  and  his  pupils  (who 
were  the  only  persons  that  followed  the  practice) 
found  very  Uttle  to  do.  The  "  saving  Angel"  re- 
commenced writing  in  the  newspapers,  but  with 
somewhat  less  confidence  and   more  caution  than 

the  severest  sentence  that  ever  was  passed  on  his  discovery.  He 
seenned  not  to  recollect  that  Doctor  Cunie  was  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  and  that  his  opinion  might  have  far  more 
weight  than  his  own.  He  verified,  however  (but  certainly 
without  intending  it),  the  maxim  laid  down  in  his  book  j  for, 
as  if  to  prove  to  his  readers  that  for  every  evil  Providence  had 
provided  a  counteracting  good,  he  sent  out  his  own  poison  ac- 
companied with  the  antidote  of  Currie. — Poor  Rush  has  overshot 
himself  oftener,  perhaps,,  than  any  other  man  in  existence. 

formerly. 
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formerly.  ^  He  did  not  (except  in  a  few  instances) 
address  himself  directly  to  his  "  dear  fellow  citi- 
"  zens,"  but  published  letters,  sent  to  him  by  his 
brethrenof  the  lancet  practice,  giving  accounts  of 
the  great  cures  -wrought  by  blee'ding  and  mercurial 
purges.' — Sometimes  a   letter  from  Rush   to   some 
otiier  of  the  learned  tribe  would  appear,  preceded 
by  a  letter  requesting   information    respecting   his 
mode  of  practice.     On  these  occasions  the  Disco- 
verer seldom  failed  to  expatiate   largely  on  the  vir- 
tues of  his  remedies,  and  on   the  success  of  their 
application,  always  taking  care  to  throw  in  a  due 
portion  of  compliment  to  the  skill  of  his  correspon- 
dent, and  of  tender  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  his 
"  dear  countrymen"  and  "  dear  fellow  citizens." 
These  systematic  endeavours  for  reviving  the  prac- 
tice were   carried  to  such  a  shameless  length,  that 
there  sometimes  appeared  in  print  letters  written 
to,  and  answers  received  from,  physicians  dwelling 
in  the  same  city  of  Philadelphia,  men  with  whom 
Rush  was  most  intimate,  and  with  whom  he    con- 
versed, probably,  ten  times  a  day.     What  necessity 
was  there   for  such  men   to  zc7^ife  to  each  other  ? 
What  could  they  write  for,  but  the  express  purpose 
of  publishing   their   letters  in   the    papers  r     And 
what  object  could  they  have  in  view,  in  these  indi- 
,  rect  addresses  to  tlie   public,  but  that  of  extolling 
their  own  practice,  of  advancing   their  own  fame, 
and  increasing  their  own  profits? 

These  tricks  did  not,  however,  pass  unperceived. 
Many  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia  (not  phvsicians) 
expressed  to  me  their  dread  of  the  practice,  and 
their  indignation  at  the  arts  that  were  made  use  of 
to  render  it  prevalent.  l"!iey  thouglit,  and  not 
without  reason,  that  it  was  lawful,  just,  and  fair, 
to  employ  a  newspaper  in  decrying  what  other 
newspapers  had  been  employed  to  extol.  In  tact, 
I  wanted  very  little  persua>ion  to  induce  me  to  en- 
voL.  XI.  i  dcavour 
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deavour  to  prevent  a  revival  of  that  which  I  had 
alwavs  looked  upon  as  the  scourge  to  the  city,  in 
1793,  and  v^^hich  now,  I  was  fully  persuaded, 
menaced  the  lives  of  my  friends,  my  neighbours, 
my  workmen,  my  customers,  and,  in  short,  of  the 
people  in  general  amongst  whom  I  dwelt.  Every 
thing  seemed  to  threaten  a  return  of  the  former 
consternation  and  calamity.  The  chariot*  of  the 
mightv  "  Hippocrates"  began  again  to  rattle  along 
the  lanes  and  alleys;  the  sect  of  "  undisciplined 
"  prrxtitioners"  were  again  taking  the  field ;  the 
Rev.  Negroes  had  tucked  up  the  sleeves  of  their 
gaberdine,  were  preparing  to  draw  the  lancet  and 
throw  away  the  scabbard.  Purge  and  bleed ! 
purge  and  bleed  !  resounded  through  the  halt-de- 
serted city,  while  the  responsive  bowlings  ot  the 
dogs  "  gave  dreadful  note  of  preparation." 

Frigid  indeed  must  have  been  my  feelings,  or 
cowardly  must  have  been  my  heart,  if,  with  a  pub- 
lic print,  such  as  I  held  in  my  hand,  I  had,  in  a 
scene  like  this,  remained  a  silent  spectator.  Far 
was  it  from  me  to  think  of  a  course  so  dishonour- 
able. I  thought  I  saw  approaching  all  the  horrors 
of  1793,  and  both  my  interest  and  my  duty  com- 
manded me  to  endeavour  to  avert  themf. 

*  Lest  the  English,  or  any  other  reader,  should  attach  the 
£/?^/jV^  signification  to  this  word,  and  imagine  that  Rush  really 
keeps  a  chariot,  I  must  observe,  that  llie  thing  I  allude  to  is  a 
queer  looking  hutch,  big  enough  to  hold  only  one  man.  It  has 
glass  doors  and  windows,  it  is  drawn  by  one  horse,  and  has  an 
elevated  box,  from  which  a  negro  ftllow  lashes  his  poor  four-leg- 
ged fdlow  citizens.  Just  after  the  5000  dollar  decision,  the 
Rushites  published  a  triumphal  caricature,  representing  Ru.sh 
with  the  above  equipage,  driving  o\er  a  Porcupine,  and  scjueez- 
ing  out  of  its  throat  great  quantities  of  blood  and  dollars.  A  New- 
Yorker,  seeing  this  picture,  unaccompanic-d  with  any  explana- 
tion, mistook  it  for  a  representation  of  ihc  chariot  of  death, 
driven  by  the  devil ! 

f  Moses  Levi,  one  of  Rush's  lawyers,  had  the  charity  to  sug- 
gest, that  I,  being  a  Royalist,  might  possibly  have   hoped,  by 

discreditincc 
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For  writing   medical  essays ;    for   controverting 
scientifically  the  wild  positions  of  Rash  and  his  ad- 
herc-nts,  I  acknowledged  myself  then,  as  I  do  now, 
totally  unqualified.     To  the  charges  of  ignorance  in 
medicine,  brought  against  me  by  the    great  "  Hip- 
pocrates," I  might,  indeed,  have  found  a  triumphant 
reply  in   his  own  book  on   the  Yellow  Fever;  I 
might  have  produced  himself  as   a  witness  against 
himself ;  I  might  have  quoted  the  passages,  where 
he  asserts,  that  the  success  of  the  two   Negroes,  in 
curing  the   Yellow  Fever,  was  "  unparalleled  by 
"  what  was  called  regular  practice  ;"  that  a  hun- 
'  dred  things  are  taught  in  the  common  schools,  less 
useful,  "  and  many  things  more  difficult  than  the 
"  knowledge  that  would  be  necessary  to  cure  a 
"  Y^ellow  Fever,  or  the  Plague;"  and  that  "  all 
"  the  knowledge  necessary  to  discover  when  blood- 
"  letting  is  proper,  mi^ht  be  taught  to  a  boy  or  a 
"  girl  ojf  twelve  ijears  old  in  a  few  hours  I    I  taught 
*'  it,"    adds  he,  "  in  less  time  to   several  persons 
"  daring  our  late  epidemic  !" — "  It  is  time,"  ex- 
claims he  in  another  place,  "  to  take  the  cure  of 
"  pestilentia:l  fevers  out  of  the  hands  of  physicianSy 
"  and  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  people  /" — I 
might  have  shown  that  he   very   highly  applauded 
the  conduct  of  the  Popish  Priest,  who  exhorted  the 
other  physicians  "  to  renounce  the  pride  of  science, 
"  and  acbpt  the  neiv  remedies* .'' — I  might,  in  short, 

discrediting  the  Doctor's  practice,  to  increase  the  mortality 
amongst  the  Repuhlicam  !  Such  a  diaboHcal  thought  never  could 
have  been  engendered  but  in  the  mind  ot  a  Jew !  But  honest 
Mosey  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  I  could  not  possibly  want 
to  kill  myself.  I  cannot  for  my  life,  however,  muster  up  any 
thing  like  angtr  against  a  poor  devil  like  Moses  ;  he  did  not  be- 
lieve a  word  that  he  said  j  be  vash  vorking  for  de  monish,  dat 
vash  all. 

*  Rush  says,  however,  that  this  infatuated  quackish  divine 
died  in  this  same  Yellow  Fever. — Fielding,  in  order  to  give  us 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  extreme  confusion  experienced  by  one  of 

T  2  his 
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have  proved  most  satisfactorily,  that,  according  to 
the  written  assertions  of  this  impudent  innovator,  I 
was  duly  and  amply  qualified  to  approve  of,  or  to 
condemn,  any  mode  of  treating  the  Yellow  Fever; 
and,  indeed,  had  I  been  fool  or  knave  enough  to 
join  his  troop  of  Mock-Doctors,  I  could  probably 
have  talked  very  learnedly  about  "  bleeding  as  xchite 
"  as  Jersey  veal,''  about  "  ivashing  the  guts,"  and 
*'  shaking  the  gall-bladder;''  nay,  it  is  possible, 
that  I  could  have  equalled  even  the  Pennsylvanian 
"  Hippocrates"  in  that  butcher-like  dialect,  which 
is  so  admirably  calculated  to  vulgarize  the  medical 
profession,  and  to  brutalize  the  human  frame  ;  but 
I  felt  no  inclination  to  imitate,  in  any  way  what- 
ever, the  "  undisciplined  sect  of  practitioners,"  and, 
therefore,  while  I  admitted  the  sober  refutations  of 
those  medical  gentlemen,  who  thought  Rush  worth 
their  notice,  I  confined  myself  to  squibs,  puns, 
epigrams,  and  quotations  trom  Gil  Bias*.  In  this' 
petite  giie?'re  I  had  an  excellent  auxiliary  in  Mr. 
Fenno,  jun.  or   rather,   Fenno   was   the    principal 


his  characters,  says  it  was  as  great  "  as  that  of  a  quack  must  be, 
"  if  in  the  midst  of  a  declamation  en  the  great  virtues  of  his 
"  powders,  the  corpse  of  one  of  his  martyrs  should  be  bronght 
"  forth,  and  deposited  before  the  stage  as  a  testimony  of  liis 
"  skill;"  but,  even  Fielding  never  supposed  a  case,  wherein  the 
corpse  of  a  quack  himself  should  be  brought  forth,  in  the  like 
way,  and  for  a  similar  purpose  ! 

*  The  pleaders  of  Rush  asserted,  that  my  attacks  were  con- 
fined to  the  wan,  aad  not  to  his  practice;  this,  though  the  Jury 
atfeded  to  believe  it,  was  notoriously  false.  It  was  always  the 
practice,  and  rrnvtr  the  man,  that  I  assailed.  They  asserted 
b'=;sidcs,  that  I  never  attempted  a  refutation  of  the  errors  of  the 
practice ;  this  was  also  notoriously  false ;  for  if  the  puns  and 
squibs  were  to  be  ascribed  to  me,  so  were  all  those  excellent 
rrifdioal  essays  which  appeared  in  my  pnper,  and  for  a  sptcimea 
of  which  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  article  in  the  present  number, 
entitled,  '•  The  Ignorance  of  the  Pennsylvanian  Hippocrates 
"  exposed." 

and 
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and  I  the  auxiliary.  Never  was  a  paper  war,  carried 
on  with  greater  activity  and  perseverr.nce,  or 
crowned  with  more  complete  success.  It  began 
about  the  middle  of  September,  and  before  October 
was  nearly  ended,  the  system  of  depletion  was  the 
standing  jest  of  the  town.  Rush  suppressed  his 
mortification  for  a  good  while ;  he  seemed  to  say 
that  it  was  beneath  a  great  physician,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  karned  philosophical  society  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  be  ruffled  at  what  a  couple  of  low  news- 
mongers could  say;  but,  at  last,  having  been 
coupled,  in  a  ludicrous  way,  with  his  dear  friend 
Samuel  Coats,  a  quaker  pliilanthropist,  brother 
Broadbrim  and  he,  after  a  secret  attempt  (which  I 
shall  mention  by  and  by)  had  been  made  to  silence 
our  presses*,  laid  their  heads  together,  and  "  sent 
**  for  a  sinful  man  in  the  flesh,  called  an  Attorney, 
"  to  prepare  a  parchment,  and  carry  us  unto  judg* 
"  ment-f-." 

[To  he  continued.) 


A    BITTER    PILL    FC^    THE    RUSHI  PES. 

In  the  last  Number  of  Porcupine's  Gazette,  I 
observed  that  it  vvas  somewhat  lingular  and  it  really 


*  This  attempt  should  be  mentioned  here,  but  as  it  forms  the 
first  link  of  the  chain  of  facts,  which  ends  in  the  famous  5000 
dollar  verdict,  I  shall  reserve  it  for  the  next  Number  ;  requesting 
the  reader,  in  the  mean  time,  to  suspend  his  curiosity,  for  that 
any  thing  his  imagination  can  conceive  will  fall  greatly  short  of 
what  I  have  to  relate, 

f  The  defence  of  my  publications,  (a  little  better  one  than 
Mr.  Harper  made)  cannot  come  into  this  Number  for  want  of 
room ;  certain  anecdotes,  lately  received,  respecting  Dewees  and 
Co.  having  made  a  considerable  addition  to  it. 

T  a^  was 
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was  so)  that,  on  the  14th  of  December,  on  the 
same  day,  and  in  the  very  same  hour,  that  a  ruinous 
fine  was  imposed  on  me  for  endeavouring  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  practice  of  Rush,  General  Washington 
was  expiring  under  the  operation  of  that  very  prac- 
tice.    '  While   a   fowler,'    says   the    fable,    "  was 

*  shooting  at  a  ring-dove,  an  adder  stung  him  in 

*  the    leg.     The    poison    immediately  infected  his 

*  blood,    and  his  whole  body   began  to   mortify  j 

*  which,  when  he    perceived,  he  could    not  help 

*  owning  it  to  be  just. — "  Fate,"  says  he,  "  has 
"  brought  destruction  upon  me,  while  I  was 
*'  contriving  the  death  of  another."  AVhether 
the  Philadelphians  look  upon  the  loss  of  General 
Washington  as  a  mortal  blow  to  America,  and,  if 
they  do,  whether  they  will  have  the  candour  to 
make  an  acknowledgment  similar  to  that  of  the 
fowler,  are  points  that  I  pretend  not  to  determine. 
Indeed,  I  doubt  not,  that,  in  order  to  keep  them- 
selves in  countenance,  they  will  deny  that  any 
other  treatment  would  have  saved  the  General.  I 
dare  say  they  will  deny  that  he  was  not  treated  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  of  their  ^'  Hippocrates." 
But,  whatever  the  silly  Philadelphians  may  believe, 
or  pretend  to  believe,  on  this  subject,  I  beg  that 
pther  people  will  observe,  and  remember  it  well, 
that  General  Washington  was  not  only  treated  pre^ 
cisely  according  to  the  famous  Sustem  of  Depiction, 
but  that  Doctor  Dick,  one  of  the  physicians,  was 
p,  pupil  of  Bush.  Thus  much  by  way  of  preface  to 
the  opinion  of  one  of  the  most  skilful  physicians  in 
America,  the  learned  and  experienced  Doctor 
Brickcll,  of  Savannah 
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Observatio7is  on  the  medical  Treatment  of  General 
Washington,  in  his  last  illness  ;  addressed  to  his 
Physicians y  Messrs.  Craik.  and  Dick. 

The  life  of  this  illustrious  personage  has  been  so  emineiitl/ 
beneficial  and  ornanaental  to  the  world,  that  every  man  who  has 
a  just  value  for  virtue,  talents,  or  an  attachment  to  civil  liberty, 
must  lament  his  death. 

The  loss  to  his  country,  at  this  critical  period,  is  incalcu- 
lable; it  is  irreparable:  we  shall  never  look  upon  his  like 
again  I 

I  have  perused  the  account  published  by  his  physician'?,  of 
their  medical  treatment,  and  differ  from  them  so  entirely  in  my 
opinion  of  its  propriety,  that,  with  all  due  respect  for  iheir  good 
intentions,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  point  out  what  appears  to  me  a 
most  fatal  error  in  their  plan  :  and  although  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  science  to  restore  his  precious  life,  yet  a  discussion  of 
this  case  may  be  productive  of  benefit  to  mankind. 

J  suppose  myself  addressing  men  of  sc;;^r,ce,  whose  minds 
are  so  highly  cultivated,  as  to  comprehf;nd  my  reasoning  on  this 
subject  ;  which  I  shall  inake  as  short  and  clear  as  possible. 

When  we  examine  the  human  blood  by  optical  glasses,  by 
chemistry,  and  by  experimental  philosophy,  we  find  it  full  of 
nourishment  in  young  people  ;  but  effete  and  poor  in  the  aged. 

When  we  examine  by  anatomical  injections,  the  state  of  the 
vascular  system,  we  find  innumerable  ramifications  in  the  arte- 
ries through  which  the  blood  flows  freely  in  young  people  j 
while  many  of  their  anastomoses  are  obliterated  in  the  aged. 

The  blood  of  old  people,  therefore,  being  poorer,  and  the 
channel  for  conveying  its  nouri>>hment  fewer,  is  the  reason  that 
old  people  cannot  bear  bleeding  so  well  as  the  young,  and  it 
likewise  explains  (what  every  man  of  science  and  experience 
must  know)  why  a  small  bleeding  has  the  same  effect  on  an 
aged  person,  that  a  large  bleeding  has  upon  the  young  and 
robust. 

These  observations,  founded  on  well-established  facts,  de- 
monstrate how  guarded  and  circumspect  we  ought  to  be  ia  the 
use  of  the  lancet,  when  our  patient  is  far  advanced  in  life;  and 
how  actively  we  ought  to  employ  our  thoughts  in  devising  other 
methods  than  profuse  blood-letting  in  such  a  case. 

From  what  the  physicians  have  published,  and  other  docu- 
ments, weh'Tvedata  sutBcient  to  ascertain  how  far  the  maxims 
derivable  from  science,  experience,  and  judgment,  have  go- 
verned in  the  present  instance. 

The  duration  of  this  iUness  was  20  hours  ;  from  3.  a.m.  till 
aftcj:  10.  p.  M. 

X  4  A  bleeder 
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A  bleeder  being  sent  for  at  (lie  unusual  hour  of  3.  a.  m.  we 
may  suppose  the  operation  was  not  performed  until  four  o'clock  ; 
before  eleven  hours  elapsed,  he  was  bled  again  twice  profusely, 
which  must  have  been  about  eighteen  ounces  each  time;  and 
soon  :ifier\varus  he  was  bled  again  to  the  amount  of  ihiriy-two 
ounces. 

Thus  we  see,  by  their  own  statement,  that  they  drew  from  a 
man  in  the  sixty-nin'h  year  r{  his  age,  the  enormous  quantity 
of  eighty  two  ounces,  or  above  two  quarts  and  an  half  of  blood 
in  about  thirteen  horns. 

Vcy  few  of  t!ie  most  robust  young  men  in  the  world  could 
survive  such  a  loss  of  blood;  but  the  body  of  an  aged  person 
must  be  so  exhausted,  ::--d  all  his  powers  so  weakened  by  it.  35 
to  make  his  death  speedy  and  inrvit?.b!e. 

Here  the  elTect  followed  the  cquse  precisely:  the  physicians 
soon  observed  the  povcers  of  life  yielding;  a  loss  ot  speech} 
and  that  he  expired  without  a  struggle  !  The  excessive  bleed- 
ing bad  left  him  no  strength  to  struggle  !  ! 

•Aftei"  what  has  been  snid,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  should 
point  out  rny'plfl'i:  —  I  wiH  speak  generall3%  without  descending 
to  criticise  on  the  riiinor  parts  of  the  treatment,  which,  how- 
ever, I  do  not  admire. 

They  ought  to  hnve  attacked  the  disease  as  near  its  seat  as 
possible:  the  vein  under  the  tongue  might  have  been  opened  ; 
the  tonsils  might  have  been  scarified ;  the  scarificator  and  cup 
m'ght  have  been  applied  on  or  ne;tr  the  thyruid  cartilege.  One 
ounce  of  bluod  drawn  in  this  way  would  relieve  more  than  a 
quart  drawn  f;om  the  arm,  and  would  not  exhaust  and  enfeeble 
the  body;  in  the  same  manner  that  an  ounce  of  blood  drawn 
at  the  temple,  relieves  an  iiifiamed  eye  more  than  a  quart  drawn 
from  the  arm. 

The  neck  might  have  been  rubbed  with  warm  laudanum 
and  camphor,  and  a  bag  of  warm  line  salt  laid  on  ;  but  the  un- 
seasonable application  of  a  blister  would  prevent  this. 

Hd  ought  to  have  been  put  into  one,  two,  or  three  flannels; 
and  instead  of  calomel,  it  would  have  been  better  to  give  Jiim 
smiill  draughis  of  hot  whey,  with  a  little  laudanum,  camphor, 
.spirituous  vohtilis  aromaticus,  or  spiritus  nitri  dulcis,  occa- 
sionally, to  remove  the  spasm  which  caused  the  dyspnea,  and 
produce  perspiration,  which  would  relieve  the  lungs  by  turning 
the  course  of  the  fluids  towards  the  skin. 

John  Brickell. 

Savannah,  23  J  Jan.  1 800, 
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A  NOTE  TO  DOCTOR  DICK. 

Doctor, 

I  HAVE  lately  seen  an  account  of  the  delivery 
of  an  eulogium  on  General  Washington,  at  Alex- 
andria, and  I  could  not  help  applauding  the  dis- 
cernment of  those  who  chose  you  for  the  eulogist ; 
no  man  could  be  so  fit  to  describe  the  lite,  as  he 
who  had  so  ably  described  the  death  of  that  great 
man.  The  art  of  making  eulogiums,  as  well  as 
that  of  producing  subjects  for  them,  you  learnt,  I 
suppose,  from  your  preceptor,  the  Pennsylvanian 
"  Hippocrates  r"  But,  were  you  not  humming  us. 
Doctor,  wdien  you  endeavoured  to  persuade  us, 
that  Fate  had  some  hand  in  the/a/^// work  at  Mount 
Vernon  ?  You  say,  in  your  report,  that  tlie  General 
was  "  fully  impressed  at  the  begi/ining  of  his  eom- 
"  plaint,  as  zcell  as  through  every  succeeding  stage  of 
"  ?V,  that  its  conclusion  zcould  be  mortal ;  submitting 
*'  to  the  several  exertions  made  for  his  recovery 
*'  rather  as  a  duty,  than  from  any  expectation  of 
"  their  efficacy.  He  considei^ed  the  operation  of 
"  death  upon  his  system  as  coeval  ivith  the  disease ; 
"  and  several  hours  before  his  decease,  arter  re- 
"  peated  efforts  to  be  understood,  succeeded  in  ex- 
*'  pressing  a  desire,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
"  die  without  interruption."  Would  not  this  have 
sounded  better  from  the  mouth  of  a  believer  in  the 
second  sight,  than  from  a  disciple  of  "  Hippo- 
crates?"— Pray,  Sir,  read  the  letter  of  Dr.  Brickell, 
and  I  believe  you  will  suspect  that  poor  Fate  had 
much  less  to  do  in  the  business  than  you  an.d  your 
colleagues. 

P.  Porcupine. 

P.  S.  Dont't  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing, 
Doctor,  if  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  all 
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Blush's  pupils  were  published  r  If  you  don't,  I  do  ; 
and  I  hereby  request  those  who  are  possessed  of  in- 
formation on  the  subject  to  communicate  it  to  me, 
post-paid, 


THE  IGNOP.ANCE  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIAN 
HIPPOCRATES  EXPOSED. 

IN  the  former  part  of  this  number  of  the  Rush- 
Light,  where  mention  is  made  of  the  opinion  of 
Rush,  respecting  the  cause  of  the  spontaneous  lue- 
vwjT/iage,  the  reader  will  find  himself  referred  to 
the  present  article. 

Rush  says,  in  his  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever 
of  1793,  page  275,  *"'  As  a  proof  that  I  did  yiot 
"  draw  one  ounce  of  blood  too  much,  it  will  only  be 
"  necessary  to  add,  that  h^vnoxrh^gt^ frequently  oc- 
"  curred  after  a  third,  a  fourth,  and,  in  one  in- 
"  stance,  after  a  sixth  bleeding  had  been  used." — 
During  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1797,  and  just  about 
the  time,  that  the  5000  dollar  action  was  com- 
menced against  me,  an  underling  of  Rush,  named  „ 
Caldwell,  published  a  letter  to  me,  wherein  he 
repeats  the  opinion  of  his  preceptor,  and  uses  the 
same  argument  in  favour  of  copious  bleeding.  To 
this  publication  a  Scotch  physician,  who  was  tra- 
velling through  the  United  States,  and  who  hap- 
pened to  be  then  at  Philadelphia,  made  the  follow- 
ing reply,  by  which  the  reader  will  be  fully  con- 
vinced, that  the  spontaneous  haemorrhage,  in  place  1 
of  being  prevented,  is  produced^  by  copious  bleed- 
ing, and  that  Rush's  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  his 
remedy,  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  proof  ot  its  mortal 
ejects. 
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TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    PORCUPINe's    GAZETTE. 

Sir, 

In  the  list  of  misfortunes  brought  upon  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia by  the  prevailing  epidemic,  must  be  included  the  degra- 
dation of  its  medical  character.  Previous  to  the  appearance  of 
this  formidable  disease,  the  physicians  of  Philadelphia  were 
esteemed  the  most  eminent  on  tht^  continent  of  America  j  they 
have  since  sunk  from  that  state  of  exaltation  to  a  condition 
bordering  on  contempt,  in  consequence  of  the  rash  practice  and 
absurd  pablications  of  some  of  their  bqcjy,  and  the  injudicious  si- 
IcBce  of  others.  I  donotmean  tosay,  f;hateve|y  silly  paper  should 
have  received  a  regular  answer:  argumei]ts  evidently  contempti- 
ble refute  themselves.  But  it  sometimes  h-'ppens,  that  arguments 
sufficiently  specious  to  impose  upon  readers  pf  sound  under- 
standing, who  are  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
economy,  are  brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a 
yery  dangerous  practice.  In  such  a  case,  it  is  tl)p  duty  of  pro- 
fessional men,  who  are  better  informed,  to  expose  the  fallacy  of 
such  reasoning,  that  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrines 
attf-mpted  to  be  established  by  it  may  be  distinctly  perceived. 

These  observations  are  meant  to  apply  particularly  to  an  ar- 
gument which  has  been  triumphantly  employed  by  the  Phlebo- 
tomistSj  both  in  writing  and  conversation,  and  very  ostenta- 
tiously displayed  by  Dr.  Caldwell,  in  his  letter  addressed  to 
you,  dated  the  lOlh  of  October. 

If  is  confidently  asserted,  that  the  spontaneous  ha;raorrhages, 
which  frequently  occur  in  malignant  fevers,  are  solely  occa- 
sioned by  the  omission  of  copious  blood-letting;  and  as  these 
excessive  haemorrhages  appear  in  many  cases  to  be  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  death  of  the  patient,  we  are  told  this  fatal 
termination  would  have  been  prevented,  if  blood  had  been  freely 
drawn  at  any  preceding  period  of  the  disease. 

This  reasoning  is  so  specious,  that,  in  the  minds  of  all  those 
readers  who  ar<>  unacquainted  with  the  anatomy  and  pathology 
of  the  human  bl^^od,  it  must  be  decisive.  Tht-y  will  be  fully 
convinced  (hat  large  and  repeated  bleedings  must  be  the  most 
effectual  method  of  cure,  in  diseases  where  the  blocd  is  so  su- 
peraVun;' u)t  as  to  burst  spontaneously  from  the  vessels;  and 
the  shafts  of  your  ridicule  will  be  directed  in  vain  against  a 
practice,  apparently  founded  upon  so  firm  a  basis. 

To  detect  the  fallacy  of  this  reasoning,  it  will  be  necessary 
critically  to  examine  the  facts  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and 
then  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  conclusions  that  have 
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been  drawn  by  the  Phlebofomists,  from  those  facts,  in  support 
of  a  practice  rtplete  with  danger. 

If  those  who  employ  this  reasoning  mean,  that,  provided  the 
vessels  be  compleii^ly  drained  of  their  blood,  there  will  be  no 
risk  of  spontaneous  haemorrhage,  we  admit  the  truth  of  the 
observation.  For  conjurors  tell  us,  where  nothing  is,  nothing 
can  come  outj  and  it  hardly  requires  a  man  to  be  a  conjuror  to 
give  us  that  information.  But,  if  they  mean  to  say,  such  a 
quantity  of  blood  as  mny  be  dra\vn  wiihnnt  producing  a  dan- 
gerous degree  of  debiiity  in  the  patienr,  being  taken  away  in 
the  early  part  of  the  disease,  or  at  any  unie  preceding  the  spon- 
taneous hai:iio:rhage,  will  j)revtni  that  haemorrhage  from  taking 
place,  it  follows,  that  it  is  caused  by  the  vascular  system  being 
overloaded,  insomuch  that  the  increased  action  of  the  vessels 
bursts  a  passage  tor  the  superabundant  blood,  and  nature  does 
too  late  what  oi.ght  to  have  been  earlier  pcrtormed  by  the  doc- 
tor. Hence  it  follows,  that  spontaneous  haemorrhages,  in  ma- 
lignnnt  diseases,  must  be  most  likely  to  occur  when  the  vessels 
are  fullest,  and  the  vascul  ir  action  most  violent. 

But  is  this  really  the  case  ?  Dues  spontaneous  haemorrhage 
most' frequently  occur  at  thf-  commencement  of  malignant  dis- 
scases,  when  the  vessels  are  fullest,  and  the  aciion  most  violent ; 
or,  at  their  close,  when  the  vessels  are  comparatively  empty, 
and  the  vigour  of  the  system  exhausted  } 

Let  us  inquire  what  iia;,pens  in  a  very  fornudable  disease,  the 
Causiis  of  Hippocrates,  bett^er  known  at  Philadi.'lphia  by  a 
much-dreaded  name,  the  Yellow  Fever  of  the  West  Indies. 
This  complaint  commences  with  a  ftbrile  state  of  excessive  ar- 
dour and  violence,  which  continues  g^iucrally  irom  sixty  to 
eighty  hours,  when  the  symptoms  of  violent  aciion  rather  sud- 
denly cease,  and  extreme  debility  marks  the  remainder  of  tlie 
disea-.e. 

I  will  ask  Dr.  Caldwell,  and  those  who  think  as  he  does, 
whether,  agreeably  to  their  system,  spontaneous  haemorrhages 
ought  not  more  frequently  to  occur  at  the  commencement^ 
during  the  ardent  stale  of  this  disease,  when  the  vessels  are 
fullest,  than  during  the  quiescent  staie,  when  the  vigour  of 
the  system  is  exhausted,  and  the  mere  abstraction  of  food  and 
waste  by  natural  evacuations  (supposing  artificial  ones  to  have 
been  refrained  from),  mu->t  have  reduced  the  vessels  .to  "a  state 
of  comparative  emptiness.'  As  men  of  candour,  they  must 
answer  in  the  athrraative. 

I  will  then  ask  them  whether  spontaneous  haemorrhage  really 
happens  otiener  in  the  commencement  than  the  close  of  the 
Yellow  Fever  ?  As  men  of  veracity,  they  must  answer  in  the 
negative;  nay,  as  men  solicitous  for  the  detection  of  error  and 
the  establishment  of  truth,  they  will  go  farther  in  their  answer 
than  is  required  by  ray  question.    They  will  admit,  that,  in 

every 
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every  case  of  Yellow  Fever,  they  have  seen,  heard,  or  read  of, 
in  which  this  symptom  hns  occurred,  it  has  never  appeared  but 
in  the  last  stage,  or  quiescent  state.  We  mu^t  therefore  cease 
to  look  for  its  explanation  in  the  superabundance  of  blood,  and 
fix  our  attention  upon  what  appears  to  be  its  proximate  cause, 
the  extreme  debility  prevails  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence. 

That  excessive  weakness  alone  is  sufficient  to  account  for 
spontaneous  h,?emorrhage,  will  be  completely  proved  by  ob- 
serving the  frequency  of  its  occurrence  in  a  dise-ise  of  pure  de- 
bility, where  there  is  no  febrile  action,  and  where,  from  the 
situation  of  those  subject  to  the  disorder  at  and  preceding  the 
commencement  of  it,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  susppct  fulness 
of  the  vascular  system. — I  allude  to  the  sea  scurvy.  This  com- 
plaint afflicts  not  only  seamen  in  long  voyages,  who  are  obliged 
to  subsist  on  aliment,  the  nutritive  quality  of  which  has  been 
diminished  by  time  and  the  mode  of  prt  servation,  but  it  also 
aggravates  the  miseries  of  winter  to  the  puorcr  inhabitants  of 
noiihern  climates. 

Among  the  symptoms  of  this  shocking  disease,  nore  are  so 
formidable  as  spontaneous  haemorrhages :  they  are  apt  to  occur 
upon  the  slightest  motion  :  som  times  the  bleeding  is  ex'ernal, 
someiimt-s  internal,  and  frequently  fital.  So  slowly  does  death 
advance,  from  any  other  cause,  in  this  disease;  that  should  the 
wretched  patient  be  so  fortunate  as  to  esc;ip?  hjemorrhage,  he 
may  linger  out  a  miserable  existence,  till  ih.-  conclu-ion  of  the 
voyage,  or  the  approach  of  summer  enables  him  to  procure 
sustenance  more  nutiicious;  and  the  danger  of  sponian'^uus 
haemorrhage  is  removed  by  iiis  returning  strength,  though  ac 
companied  by  increased  fulness  of  the  blood-vessels. 

The  blood  does  not  escape,  in  \\vst  diseases,  in  conse(iU(nce 
of  violent  action  in  the  moving  powers,  or  from  any  distension 
of  the  vascular  sy-tem  by  ths  quantity  contained,  but  from 
inability  in  the  extreme  ves>)e|i,  to  resist  the  slighu-st  impu's?. 

As  I  have  shewn  the  cause  of  the  symptom,  on  which  the 
strong  argument  of  the  Fhlcbotomists  is  founded,  to  have  been 
misundfr^tood,  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  tn  say  the  concluMon 
they  have  drawn  must  be  erroneous.  Dr.  Caldwell  says,  "  In 
"  the  occurrence  of  this  spontaneous  Iiasmorrhagc  nature  un- 
"  doubtedly  gives  an  obvious  hint  which  all  physicians  should 
'•  have  discernment  and  sagacity  sufficieul  to  improve.  She 
"  would  seem  to  tell  them  in  ihc  language  (jf  f.icts,  tiiat,  if  they 
"  either  through  ignorance  or  inaltcniion  neglect  the  evacua- 
"  tion  of  blood-letting  entirely,  or  use  th';  lancet  in  a  manner 
"  not  sufficiently  bold,  she  must  and  will,  by  means  of  this 
"  discharge,  make  a  final  effort  for  the  safety  of  tJi<- patient 
"  herself;  it  is,  iiowever,  to  be  greatly  laineuled  that  she 
*'  makes  this  effort  in  vain."  Adopting  the  idea  of  Dr.  Cald- 
well, that  nature  is   the   physician's  kind   directress,  her   hint 

may 
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may  be  explained  more  consi?>tently  with  facts,  by  saying  she 
intends  by  her  conduct  to  caution  the  physician  against  bleed- 
ing in  this  disease,  particularly  at  a  late  period,  by  shfwing 
that  it  is  always  prejudicial,  often  fatal.  But  tliis  idea  of  Fis 
Medkatrix  Natura,  a  pouer  exisiir.g  in  the  animal  body  capable 
of  reflecting  upon  the  nature  of  dlseast^s,  and  adopting  the 
most  rational  method  of  cure,  in  which  she  kindly  instructs 
attentive  physicians,  is  too  ridiculous  for  .serious  argument, 
and  can  only  be  intended  ad  cjptandnm  vulgus.  Sound  philo- 
sophy rejects  with  contenhpt  such  visionary  notions. 

Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  Mr.  Editor,  it  may  be  necessary 
(to  prevent  mist;ik(-s  respecting  tlie  author)  to  say  a  little  of 
what  1  am,  and  something  of  what  I  am  not.  I  am  a  stranger, 
unacquainted  with  the  physicians  of  Philadelphia,  and  noways 
interested  in  the  success  of  parties  or  individuals.  I  am  not  a 
Phlebotomist  of  the  school  of  Sangrado,  nor  am  1  an  Anti- 
Phlebotomist ;  for,  though  I  think  it  improper  to  bleed  my' 
patients  in  Yellow  Fever  witliout  measure  and  without  mercy, 
yet  I  have  met  with  many  cases  in  which,  from  the  constitution 
of  the  patient  and  degree  of  the  fever,  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  draw  blood  in  moderation  at  an  early  stage.  I  must,  there- 
fore, be  considered  an  impartial  observer,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  soundness  of  my  opinions  j  and,  if  my  senti- 
ments appear  to  be  inimical  to  the  practice  of  the  Phleboto- 
mists,  it  cannot  fairly  be  imputed  lo  personal  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality towards  any  of  (he  individuals  of  either  party,  but  must 
be  attributed  to  a  full  conviction,  in  my  own  mind,  that  the 
extreme  to  which  the  Phlebotoraists  recommend  their  favourite 
remedy  to  be  employed,  is  dangerous  to  their  patients  and  dis- 
creditable to  themselves. 
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REPUBLICAN  LOAVES  AND  FISHES. 


LETTER    DEDICATORY. 

To  his  Excellenci/  Thomas  M'Kean,  Esq.  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peimsi/lvania,  Doctor  of 
Laws,  S(c.  S(c.  8(c. 

Dear  Doctor, 

THOUGH  I  thought  it  prudent  to  remove  to 
New- York,  before  you  began  to  purge  the  State, 
,  which  is  now  become  your  patient,  I  have  not  been 
an  unconcerned  spectator  of  your  operations  :  hav- 
ing left  under  your  power  many  friends  whom  I 
loved  most  sincerely,  it  was  as  natural  for  me  to 
turn  now  and  then  towards  Pennsylvania,  as  it  was 
for  the  affectionate  Orpheus  to  look  back  towards 
Hell.  I  have  seen,  in  your  conduct  many  things 
to  censure,  and  many  to  applaud.  Of  the  former, 
because  I  know  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  you,  I 
shall,  at  present,  say  nothing  ;  and,  of  the  latter, 
want  of  time  will  prevent  my  saying  much,  I  can- 
not, however,  delay,  even  for  a  moment,  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  removals  and  appointments, 
which,  whether  we  consider  them  as  to  \\\q  persons, 
the  jiumber,  the  time,  or  the  ??iode,  reHect  great 
credit  on  your  discernment  and  your  prudence. 
Your  appointment  of  Shippcn  to  the  post  of  Chief 
Justice,  the  time  of  that  appointment*,  and  your 
retaining  his  son-in-law.  Bard,  in  a  lucrative  office 


*  Shipper!  was  kept  in  suspense,  ////  after  he  had  confirmed 
:he  infainuus  verdict  ngahut  me,  and  then  he  was  immediately 
appointed  !  So  much  lor  elective  Kings ;  but  I  have  pretty  tales 
\o  tell  about  them  in  future  numbers, 

held 
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held  at  your  pleasure^,  are  so  many  proofs  of  your 
deep   penetration,    and    tliey  clearly  evince,    that, 
though  you  cannot  be,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
Governor   and  Chief  Judge,  you   are   not  entirely 
unmindful  of  what  may  come  to  pass  in  the  admini- 
stration of  justice  !     Your  enemies  do,  indeed,  ac- 
cuse you  of  having  driven  from  ofBce  a  great  many 
line  old  revolutionary  Whigs,  who  were  serving  in 
the  field  while  you  werfe  living  snugly  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  but,  these  people  do  not,  as  you  say,  seem 
to  recollect,  that,  if  you  did  not  use  a  sword  or  a 
musket,  you  were  far  from  hdng  idle  ;  they  do  not 
consider,    that,    while   they   were,  probably,    only 
driving  off  or  killing  the  cattle  of  Tories,  you  were 
laying  the  iron  hands  of  the  law  on  the  estates  and 
the  lives  of  the  Tories  themselves  !     For  these  ser- 
vices you   were   applauded  by  the   very  men,  who 
noio  accuse   you  of  oppression,  because  you   have 
turned  them  out  of  place  !     When  any  one  of  them 
shall,  in  future,  complain  of  your  injustice,  and  shall 
dispute  your  pretensions  on  the  score  of  revolution- 
ary   services,  step  from   your   chair  of  state,  and  , 
thunder  in  his  ear,  with  a  voice  as  loud  and  terrific 
as  the  last  trumpet,  "  Remember  ROBERTS  and 
-  GARUSLEt ! ! !" 

Bat,  your  enemies,  not  content  with  the   cen- 
sure  above-mentioned,    have   drawn   an  invidious  i 


*  By  keeping  Biird  in  liis  office  of  Prothonatory  of  the  Su- 
pren'C  Court   (;in  office  much  more  lucrative  than  that  of  Judge  I 
in   Peni  -ylvania),  the  tyrant  M'Kean  not  only  keeps  the  Chief  I 
Justice  ill  subj(^ciion,  but  commands  such  jury-lists  as  suit  him- 
self on  all  important  occasions. 

\  Two  loyal  Quakers  whom  this  M'Kean  condemned  to  death,! 
duruig  that  revolution,  of  which  he  was  the  bloody  Fouquierj 
Tinville.  He  was,  by  the  Whigs,  applauded  for  that  deed  ;  and] 
now  he  is  punishing  those  very  Whigs.  The  justice  of  Heavenj 
does  not  sleep  for  ever  ! 

comparisoni 
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comparison  between  your  conduct  and  that  of  your 
*'  patriotic  predccesso7\"  as  they  are  pleased  to  call 
him.  Alifflin  might  be  patriotic  enough  for  aught 
I  know;  but  people  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  he 
had  his  friends  to  serve,  and  that  he  served  them 
too,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  paper.  You 
have,  I  believe,  Dr.  M'Kean,  frequently  blamed 
7ne  for  handling  the  character  of  Mifflin  so  roughly  ; 
you  called  it  slander  ;  what  then  will  you  think  of 
the  article  I  am  now  going  to  lay  before  you  ?  This 
article  is  of  republican  origin  ;  it  was  handed  me 
for  publication  (though  I  never  published  it)  by 
Tom  Bradford,  who,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
told  me  it  was  written  by  one  of  the  Rushes,  lliis 
article  will  be  valuable  to  you  on  many  accounts, 
but  particularly  as  a  proof  of  your  only  having 
trodden  in  the  steps  of  your  predecessor  with  re- 
spect to  removals  from  office  j  it  will  be  valuable  to 
the  people  of  other  countries,  as  a  proof  of  the  su- 
perexcellence  of  republican  chiefs  and  republican 
governments ;  and  it  will  serve  to  reconcile  the 
malecontents  to  your  measures,  by  convincing  them, 
that  from  the  "  glorious  1796"  to  this  dav,  from 
the  quarrel  between  you  and  Old  Hopkinsou,  about 
Pi  post  in  his  Majesty's  custom-house  to  the  present 
squabbles  amongst  the  county  clerks  and  recorders, 
the  great  object  of  patriotic  contention  ever  has 
been,  THE  LOAVES  AND  FISHES. 

Tleasons  ivhy  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  ought  not  to 
re-elect  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  Ojjice  of  Governor. 

1st  Reason. — His  Excellency  is  openly  abandoned  to  kv.'d- 
:ss  and  debauchery. 

2d.  He  is  addicted  to  the  low  and  illiberal  vice  of  sivear'wg ; 
and  upon  a  very  noted  occasion,  outraged  ihe  feelings  ol  de- 
cency and  religion,  by  publicly  profaning  the  name  of  the 
Deity  in  the  most  shocking  manner. 

VOL,   XI.  IT  Jd. 
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3d.  His  public  conversation  at  his  own  table,  surrounded  by 
company,  is  frequeutly  so  vulgar,  obscene,  and  scandalous,  as  to 
txcf-'-d  description  and  almost  belief. 

4tl).  He  makes  a  practice  of  breaking  the  sabhatb,  by  giving 

entertainmenis  upon  that  day,  at  the   Falls  of  Schuylkill,  and 

-  permitting  fishermen  to  ply  with  their  nets  in  the  river,  directly 

in  his  view,  contrary  to    the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  to   the 

great  injury  of  the  morals  of  the  people. 

5th.  He  insults  the  religion  and  laws  of  his  country  by  his 
entire  neglect  of  the  public  worship  of  the  Deity,  and  by  his 
example  induces  others  to  do  so. 

6th.  During  his  jidministration  of  near  five  years,  two  as 
President  of  the  State,  and  almost  three  as  Governor,  he  hath 
never  instituted  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  innumerable 
blessings  bestowed  by  the  bounty  of  Heaven,  nor  a  day  of 
fasting  on  account  of  the  sins  of  the  people,  and  the  alarming 
growth  of  luxury,  infidelity,  and  vice  of  every  kind. 

N.  B.  This  has  been  usually  done  by  all  good  Governors,  as 
by  the  late  Governor  Patterson,  of  New-Jersey,  and  others. 

7th.  He  has  in  repeated  instances  broke  his  luord,  and  vio- 
lated the  most  so]emn  promses  and  engagements, — The  fohoiving 
facts  are  sufficient  to  sbciv  that  this  seventh  reason  is  luell founded. 

1st.  He  a6tualiy  iCfiirt,  ox  %Q\t^\\\y  declared,  he  would  never 
commission  Mr.  Darnel  Montgomery,  of  Northumberland,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace;  notwithstanding  this,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
he  sent  him  a  commission  to  a6t  in  that  capacity. 

2d.  In  like  manner  he  i'aw^,  or  solemnly  declared,  he  would 
not  commission  Mr.  MMthias  Richards,  of  Bucks  county,  but  he 
has  since  made  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

3d.  Upoxi  application  to  the  Governor  by  John  Hoge,  Esq. 
of  Washington  county  (now  a  member  of  the  Senate),  to  re- 
quest he  would  not  supersede  Mr.  Scott,  the  Prothgnotary  of 
that  county,  he  informed  Mr.  Hoge,  he  would  consider  the 
matter;  v.hen  at  the  very  time  of  his  saying  sq  he  knew  tliat 
he  had  signed  a  commission  for  Mr.  Ceddick,  as  the  successor 
of  Mr.  Scottj  and  that  this  commission  had  been  seui  forward  a 
few  Jays  before. 

4th.  Previous  to  his  being  elected  Governor,  he  frequently 
declared  he  would  not  displace  any  person,  without  spf.citic 
charges  and  proof  against  him,  and  soon  after  his  elettion, 
upon  application  to  supersede  James  Hanna,  Esq.  the  Register 
of  Wills  for  Bucks  county,  he  not  only  refused,  but  expressed  a 
fixed  resolution  of  not  turning  any  person  out  of  ofiwe,  unless 
charges  were  made  find  properly  supported.  Notwithstanding 
these  declarations  and  solemn  engagements,  he  did,  soon  after 
his  eleftion,  remove  from  their  offices  the  following  persons, 
viz.  Mr.  Scott,  Charles  B'iddk,  Esq.   Judge  Ailee,  Judge  Rusb^ 
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Caleb  Davis,  Esq.  (he  Prothogotary  of  Chester  county,  John 
Cbrtst,  Esq.  the  Register  ^inti  Kecorder  of  Berks  couiitv,  and 
James  Jcch,  Esq.  ihf  Register  o-  Lancaster  co'iiity;  aga'PSt 
any  of  w  hom  it  is  belit\ed  not  a  single  charge  was  ever  made, 
or  proof  giVen  in  siippor*  of  if.  C^^rtain  it  is,  thev  were  never 
heard  in  (heir  defei.<e,  ik  r  had  an  oppoitiinity  of  if-futino'  the 
charges,  if  any  were  realiy  n.-ade  ;  aft-r  such  public  and  noto- 
rious prnfcssi(/ns  were  repeatedly  n'ade,  the  new-,  of  th-^is  being 
displactd  must  huve  a^ionished  them  like  a  violent  clap  of 
thunder  when  not  a  cloud  could  be  seen. 

N.  B  There  is  reaion  to  assert  th  if  at  the  very  t;me  of  his 
making  the  above  declaratiou  res.iediug  James  Hanna,  Esq. 
he  had  gone  so  f.ir  as  to 'give  assurances  to  sereralpersons  that 
ht  would  displace  both  Judge  A'lee  and  Judge  Rush. 

5ih.  Hf-  solemnly  promised  Collenson  Read,  Esq.  of  Reading, 
th.it  if  a  vacancy  should  happen  in  the  county  of  Berks,  he 
would  appomt  h\'ifj'ber;  a  respertable  old  geijtlemin,  who 
hrid  once  held  the  office  of  Piothunoiary  in  that  county,  and 
has  relinquished  it  only  to  serve  his  country  in  a  mure  impor- 
taiit  «.tatlon — I  say,  he  not  on'y  made  the  promise  above-men- 
ti'jued,  but  upon  Mr.  Read's  observing,  thflt  it  wuuld  be  proper 
fur  his  father  (who  then  lived  in  tjiat  cliy)  to  remove  to  Berks 
county,  that  he  might  qualify  hi.iiself  to  h;)ld  m  office  by  a 
year's  residence;  he  replied,  thert-  was  nc  necessity  for  it;  he 
would  appoint  him  without  his  residing  a  year  in  the  county. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  upon  iht  death  ofthelaie  Pviibonotary, 
he  refused  to  appoint  Mr.  Read's  Jaiber,  and  assigned  as  the 
reason  his  7iot  having  resided  a  year  iu  the  ciiunty.  Oher  in- 
stances under  this  Jih  general  reason  can  be  brought  forward— 
but  let  these  sulhce. 

8th.  He  commis<>ioued  David  Harris,  E^g  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate Ji:(i'.^es  of  Da  iphine  county,  though  he  h.id  net  been 
"  acitiz;  n  and  inh:bi' mt  of  the  county  (-«•■  uar  bef  .re  h.s  ap- 
"  pointment,"  wh.ch  he  knew  was  required  by  die  c<jnstit:ition 
he  hath  sworn  to  execute. 

9th.  He  kept  Jueuh  Bovjcr  and  John  Cbrcst,  Esq  of  Berks 
county,  dancing  attendance  upon  him  in  this  city,  about  two 
weeks,  giving  to  each  of  them  alternate  exprdation  and  assurr 
ance,  that  he  sliould  have  tht  offii.e  uf  R  i^iiter  and  RiCord.r  of 
Berks;  and  titially  told  them  tliey  n^ust  go  together  and  settle 
the  m.itter  themselves.  This  irresolution,  and  ihtse  expres- 
sions, prod'.'crd  a  sale  of  the  office,  fro.n  Mr.  Chr.sl,  tlic  h^mer 
owner,  to  Mr.  Bower,  the  present  possessor,  for  the  sum  of 
20OI.  payable  in  four  years  at  501.  a  year. 

lOih.  Su  much  intoxicated  was  he  by  the  success  of  his 
election,  and  so  eager  to  display  his  pow(  r,  that  he  forgot  all 
regard  to  public  decency,  and  to  the  memory  of  the  lace  Jiidirc 
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Bryan,  by  nominating  (though  not  aftually  commissionating) 
a  successor  in  the  office,  not  only  before  the  body  was  interred, 
but  immediately  after  his  death  -vvas  announced  by  Doctor 
Hutcbcso7i. 

Such  indecency  in  transafting  public  business,  such  disre- 
speftful  treatment  of  the  remains  of  an  old  and  faithful  servant 
of  his  country,  would  be  only  aggravated  by, 

11th.  The  charader  of  the  person  who  was  thus  hastily  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead,  viz.  Judge  Sbrppen.  This  gentleman,  dis- 
affedled  to  his  country  during  the  late  struggle  for  liberty,  had 
remained  in  this  city  with  the  British  army,  is  the  father-in- 
law  of  General  Arnold,  and  paid  his  respefts  to  General  Howe  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  arrival  in  this  city. 

I'he  cause  of  freedom  and  virtue  had  surely  been  enough 
insulted,  when  he  was  made  President  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  But  our 
Governor  thought  otherAvise ;  and  therefore  raised  him  to  the 
highest  seat  of  judicial  authority  in  the  state. 

12ih.  He  hath  not  only  promoted  the  disafFeded,  but  in  the  in- 
stance of  J// (y^t'7{K.fZ>  he  displaced  a  staunch  friend  and  supporter 
of  the  Revolution,  to  make  way  for  a  chara6ler  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent description,  viz.  J^lr.  Yaies,  of  Lancaster.  There  is 
nothing  like  this  to  be  found  in  the  condu6t  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales.  It  is  one  thing  to  bring  forward  persons  un- 
friendly to  the  principles  of  the  Re'uolution,  and  quite  a  different 
thing  to  dismiss  the  \^ell-afFe6ted  to  make  way  for  them. 
General  IFadnngion  never  removed  a  Whig  from  office,  and  ad* 
vanced  a  Tory  in  his  room.  It  is  therefore  ridiculous  to  com- 
pare the  conduct  of  the  Governor  of  this  state  with  that  of  the 
President.  Happy  would  it  be  for  Pennsylvania  if  their  cha- 
raders  were  more  alike.  Darkness  and  light  are  not  more  at 
variance. 

J 3th  Reason. — In  an  arhitrary  and  fjrannieal  manner  he  super- 
seded Judges  yJtlee  and  Rush  as  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  still  more  cruelly  and  tymnnically  compelled  them  into  in- 
ferior stations  ;  making  thereby  a  wanton  and  merciless  attack 
upon  their  feelings,  their  reputntion,  and  their  fortunes.  In  the 
histories  even  of  Russia  and  I'urkev,  it  would  be  impracti- 
c:ahlc  to  find  an  insi.uice  of  power  exerted  in  a  manner  so  per- 
fectly savage  and  despotic,  accompanied  at  the  same  time  with 
ciicum'-tances  of  such  peculiar  irraehery.  See  this  perfidy  in  the 
■5ih  rejsoT-  under  the  Jth  general  head. — He  who  commits  a 
single  deliberate  act  of  iyraniiy,  is  as  cempletely  a  tyrant  as  the 
7nan  who  commits  a  single  deliberate  act  of  stealing  is  a  thitf, 
.it  is  the  disposition  that  is  seen  in  both  c.ises. 

I4th  reasoj). — The  wrathful  and   vindictive  passions  of  the| 
«i3;i  jnriueiice  his  conduct  as  a  puhlie  officer.     Under  this  head  I 
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shall  mention  two  or  three  facts  that  are  well  known  to  be 
true. 

I.  Soon  after  his  election  a  recommendation  in  behalf  of 
Joseph  Magoffin,  Esq.  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  Southern 
Liberties,  being  presented  to  him,  he  instantly  declared,  with 
the  utmost  i-iokrice  oi  language,  he  never  would  appoint  him  ; 
for  be  bad  opposed  him  at  his  election.  N.  B.  We  have  never  yet 
he^rd  of  iht  Governor's  breaking  ibis  promise  ;  probably  bf  cause 
the  offence  of  exercising  the  right  vested  in  Mr.  Magoffin  by  the 
constitution,  of  voting  for  and  supporting  his  antagonist,  is  an 
unpardonable  one  in  his  opinion. 

2.  Dr.  John  Otto,  of  Reading,  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  pre^ 
1-ious  to  the  election  of  the  Governor,  and  very  highly  esteemed  for 
the  spirited  execution  of  his  office.  It  so  happened,  some  years 
ago,  that  a  collector  of  taxes  lodged  a  list  of  delinquents  in  the 
hands  of  the  Doctor  to  be  collected  agreeably  to  law.  In  this 
l:st  was  the  name  of  Tbc?nas  Mi^in,  Esq.  who  was  accordingly 
notified  of  it  by  a  polite  message  from  the  justice,  and  upon 
whom  he  waited  soon  after,  with  every  appearance  of  being 
much  disturbed  and  agitatdd. 

Dr.  Otto  was  never  commissioned  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
after  the  election  of  the  present  Governor. 

3.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Washington,  having  made  use  of  some  ex- 
pressions that  were  supposed  to.be  offensive,  the  power  of  the 
Governor  was  employed  as  the  means  to  execute  the  last  resent- 
ment of  the  private  individual. 

The  judge  who  from  the  bench  pronounces  an  unjust  judg- 
ment, and  perverts  the  law  to  gratify  the  m:ilice  of  his  heart, 
violates  his  duty  and  oath.  Nor  can  ihat  Governor  be  dt-enied 
'■uilty  of  a  less  crime,  who,  availing  himself  of  the  power  his 
ation  gives  him,  wickedly  prostitutes  it  to  the  ruin  of  a  worthy 
olficer,  for  no  other  reason  than  because  the  officer  may  have 
affronted  him  or  injured  his  feelings  as  a  man. 

loth.  The  appointment  of  a  person  who  signs  his  name  J.  J. 
Dallas,  to  the  important  post  of  secretary  of  tlie  common- 
wealthy  the  indecency  of  which  is  too  glaring  to  need  com- 
ment, especially  as  his  behaviour  his  always  justified  any  senti- 
ment originally  entertained  respecting  the  mea^ure.  Thai  tliere 
were  other  persons  equally  qualified  for  this  office  nobody  can 
doubt  J  but  it  was  naturally  supposed,  with  manners  more  con- 
genial, an  exotic  secretary  would  be  more  devoted.  Accord- 
ingly we  now  see  him  desnerately  engaged,  under  the  signature 
oi  Atticus,  in  an  attempt  to  defend  what  no  other  person  in  his 
senses  can  possibly  think  defensible.  Were  it  not  that  ibis  Man 
is  secretary,  I  flatter  myself  there  would  not  be  found  one  soli- 
tary writer  in   Pennsylvania  abandoned  enough  to  take  up  his 
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pen,  to  vindicate  the  still  more  abandoned  character  and  conduct 
of  its  present  chi^f  magistrate*. 

Here  ended  the  paper  ;  but   to  all  these  reasons, 

why  MitHin  ought   not  to  be  re-elected  Governor, 

.  Bradford  might  himself  have  added  one,  and  a  very 

weighty  one  too,  to  wit — bccmist  /i/'s  brother  zvant- 

ed  the  post  ! — Loaves  and  H.>hes  again ! 

AVe  see,  too,  tliat  the  displacing  of  Rush's  hro- 
ther^  the  Judge,  forms  the  principal  article  of  ac- 
cusation against  MifBin.  If  Judge  Rush  had  been 
promoted  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  if 
Tom  Bradford  had  not  been  deprived  of  a  lucrative 
branch  of  printing  business  by  the  Governor,  and 
if,  at  the  same  time,  AVilliam  Bradford  (brother  of 
Tom,  and  a  relation  of  Rush)  had  not  felt  a  call  to 
supply  the  place  of  Mifflin,  this  poor  fellow  would 
have  been  a  "  saving  angel,"  instead  of  a  devil 
incahiate. 

Those  who  have  been  constant  readers  of  my 
writings,  will  recollect  that  I  never  inserted  the 
above  republican  communication  eitlier  in  my 
pamphlets  or  my  paper.  As  to  t\iQ  facts  against 
M'fflin,  they  were  all  true,  but  the  motives  from 
which  they  were  communicated  to  me,  were  such 
as  prevented  my  making  use  of  them,  though  fre- 
quently urged  to  do  it,  Tom  Bradford  owed  great 
.oblig^^tions  to  both  Mifflin  and  Dallas,  and  much  as 
I  disliked  these  men,   my  rnind  revolted  at  the  idea 

'  "-  '■■-■■■  ^_  ^  ,1  ,1  .       I  I     ,    ,     ■— .       --  ■     .  ^-^     ■■.-  ■  M, 

*  English  Republicans,  what  do  you  think  of  the  representative 
system  now  ?  Compare  this  Mifflin  to  the  Pcn7is  who  ruled  this 
state  io  ihp  duys  of  ihe  iMunarchy. 

Notwiihstaiiciing  ih"  iibuve  tifieen  reasons,  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred others  tliat  mijL^ht  have  been  add'  d,  the  piofligate  Mifflin 
KUas  ri'- elected  by  the  soveitign  people.  Does  this  prove  the 
good  effects  of  what  is  called  egiial  refresentalion  P  Could  Old 
ffarum,  or  even  Old  Niok,  have  ;  iiosen  a  worse  man  than  this  ? 
f — Answer  me  these  questions,  you  who  clamour  for  parlia- 
pieutary  reform. 

of 


FEBRUARY,  iSoo.  295 

of  becoming  the  cat's-paw  of  his  mean  underhand 


revenge. 


After  Bradford  had  settled  with  me  for  the  one 
shilling  and  seven-pence  halfpenny,  the  neat  proceeds 
of  one  of  my  pamphlets,   he   sent  his   son  Samuel, 
the  present  Editor  of  the  paper  called  the  "  'Frue 
"  American"  to  wheedle  me  out  of  the  above  com- 
munication ;  but  whatever  other  faults  I  may  have, 
that  of  letting  go  my  hold  is   not  one.     I  told  the 
"  True  American,''  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  to 
his  father,  that  more  of  the  same  grist  might  easily 
be  gotten  at  the  same  mill,  and  that  this  little  sam- 
ple might  serve  me,  should  a  surfeit  of  liberty  send 
me  back  to  the  "  insular  Bastile,"  as  a  triumphant 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  republican  governments 
and  republican  morals.     Thus  I  should,  probably, 
nev^er  have  used  it  otherwise   than   to  amuse  my 
children,  when  in  my  old  age  I  should  have  been 
describing  to  them  the  storm  I  encountered  while 
they  were  in  the  cradle ;   but  as  the  Philadelphians 
have   charged   me   with  calumniating   their   great 
men,  as  they  have   laid  on  me  the  monstrous,  the 
ruinous  fine  of  5000  dollars,  and  as  this  very  "  True 
"  American''  Bradford  has  published  their  charge 
against  me,  and  even  justified  their  verdict;  as  tius 
is  the  case,   I  trust  1  ihall  be  excused  for  troubling 
the  world  with  what  would,  otherwise,  iiave  been 
confined  to  my  own  chimney-corner. 


A    HINT    TO    SAMUEL    COATS. 

COATS,  you  are  one  of  m.y  bitterest  persecu- 
tors ;  you  were  one  of  the  advisers  of  the  prosecu- 
tion against  me;  you  shook  me  by  tiie  hand  and 
smiled  in  my  face  at  Buhtleton,  while  you  were 
daily  backbiting  me   at  Abingdon.     Your  nephew 
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was  one  of  the  5000  dollar  jury ;  you  applaud  the 
attempt  to  ruin  nie,  and  tlie  reason  you  give  is, 
tha  I  am  a  calumnialor,  and  that  it  is  time  to  put  a 
stop  to  calumny. — Now,  Coats,  hear  me.  I  will  show, 
in  another  Number  of  this  work,  what  Saint  Coats 
can  do  in  the  calumniating  nay  ;  and,  if  you  will 
take  my  advice,  you  will,  in  the  mean  time,  pre- 
pare yourself  a  lodging  in  the  famous  mansion  of 
which  you  are  the  manager*. 


THE    PHILADELPHIAN    HORNEt's    NEST, 

T\IY  first  taper  gave  light  into  the  nest,  and, 
when  the  last  advices  came  away,  the  Hornets  were 
pouring  out  upon  the  spectators.  The  sovereign 
people  of  Philadelphia  (whom,  by  the  by,  I  begin 
to  forgive)  have,  it  seems,  had  rare  sport.  They 
have  found  the  Rush-Light  as  productive  of  strange 
sights  as  a  magic-lantern,  and  have,  ot  course,  run 
after  it  in  crowds. 

Very  different,  however,  have  been  the  specula- 
tions of  the  Rushites :  they  have  been  plotting 
vengeance,  and,  as  it  generally  happens  to  them, 
thev  have  failed. 

On  Friday  last  one  of  them  published,  in  the 
paper  of  those  two  base  wretches,  Broicn  and  Hclf, 
the  following  most  iniamous  libel  against  me. 

*  To  obviate  any  misconstruction  of  the  expressions  I  may 
snake  use  of  in  speaking  of  tliis  Qu;iker,  I  now  declare,  once 
ior  all,  tluit  1  highly  respect  tlie  Quakers  in  gineral.  I  believe 
that  tills  sect  has,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  greater  proportion  of 
truly  honest  and  benevolent  men  than  any  other  sect,  and  I 
know,  that  though  it  contains  some  malicious  hypocrites,  it 
also  contains  some  of  the  kindest  and  most  sincere  of  human 
Ipeings. 

"  COMMU' 
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"  COMMUNICATION. 

"  Mr.  Cobbett  has  asserted,  both  in  his  farewell  Gazette,  and 
"  in  a  late  advertisement,  that  all  his  property  in  this  city  has 
"  been  taken  in  execution  and  sacrificed  at  public  vendue,  at 
"  the  suit  of  Dr.  Rush  :  this  is  not  so;  not  an  article  belonging 
"  to  him  has  been  sold  at  this  suit;  but,  it  is  a  fact,  notwith- 
"  standing  his  many  boasts  of  punctuality  in  the  discharge  of 
^*  his  debts,  that  all  bis  goods  found  in  this  city  nvere  seized  by  the 
"  executors  of  his  la?idlordfor  house-rent  disgracefully  left  unpaid  by 
"him;  and  it  is  also  a  fact,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
"  sales  arising  therefrom,  has  not  been  sufficient  to  satisfy  that 
*'  claim. 

"  Any  oae  questioning  the  truth  of  this  statement,  is  referred 
"  to  the  Sheriff's  Office,  where  it  will  be  seen,  that  all  the  mo- 
"  nies  raised  by  execution,  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
"  dred  and  thirty  dollars." 

The  reader  will  remember,  perhaps,  that  I  stated 
in  my  last  newspaper,  that  they  had  seized,  be- 
longing tome,  and  sold  for  about  four  hundred  do\- 
lars,  what  should  have  brought,  at  least,  about  a 
thousand.  He  will  now  please  to  read  a  statement 
made  to  the  above  communication,  by  Mr.  John 
Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  and,  when  he  has  read 
it,  let  him  say  if  the  hottest  hell  be  not  too  cool  for 
the  author  and  publishers  of  the  article  to  which  it 
is  a  reply. 

"  Messrs.  Brown  and  Rflf, 
"You  will  please  to  insert  tlie  following  statement  of  fafls 
"  in  answer  to  a  covnnunication,  which  appeared  in  your  paper  of 
"  Friday  last,  and  oblige 

"  Your  humble  servant, 
"  Monday  Evening,  March  3."  "  John  Morgan." 

When  Mr.  Cobbett  was  about  leaving  this  city  for  New- 
York,  1  undertook  to  receive  the  monies  wliicli  were  to  ho  col- 
lected for  him  by  Mr.  Douglas ;  and  to  sell  at  public  auciion 
some  goods  that  were  left  at  his  house.  On  or  about  December 
the  l^ltli,  the  articles  were  advertised  for  sale  by  Mr.  Coiiolly, 
the  auftioneer.  The  morning  intended  for  the  sale,  Douglas 
attended,  and  having  placed  some  of  the  goods  before  the  door, 
was  waiting  for  the  auctioneer,  when  the  Under-sheriff  made 
his  appearance,  and  seized  the  goods,  by  virtue  of  an  execu- 
tion, 
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tion,/or  tie  benefit  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  While  the  officers 
were  taking  an  inverHory  of  them,  I  was  sent  for ;  as  soon  as  I 
saw  what  was  going  forward,  I  thought  proper  to  wait  on 
Messrs.  Ehnslie  and  Bacon,  execmors  of  the  estate  of  John 
Oldden,  deceased,  and  requested  them  to  attach  the  goods,  as  they 
had  an  undoubted  right,  as  a  security  in  pait  f()r  the  rent  that 
was  due.  This  tbcy  declined  doing,  unless  I  Hvouldiurite  to  Mr.  Cob- 
hett,  and  inform  him  that  they  did  it  at  my  particular  request.  I  con- 
sented to  write  as  they  desired,  when  they  brought  a  constable, 
and  took  an  inventory  of  what  was  on  the  premises.  What  ar- 
rangement took  place  between  them  and  the  Sheriff  I  am  not 
clear  in  5  but  it  is  certain  that  the  goods  were  afterwards  sold 
by  the  Sheriff,  by  mrtite  of  Rush's  execution,  although  the  pro- 
ceeds were  paid  to  the  executors,  after  dedudiing  the  costs  of 
snit,  the  commission,  and  other  incidental  expenses 5  which 
would  have  been  improper,  had  they  not  been  sold  by  virtue  of 
tlie  abovesaid  execution. 

When  Mr.  Elmslie  waited  on  the  Sheriff  for  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale,  tlie  latter  refused  to  pay  for  more  than  the  arrears  of 
three  months,  although  there  was  more  than  five  months  rent 
due,  until  he  had  taken  the  advice  of  Mr.  Lewis,  attorney  for 
Dr.  Rush.  The  attorney  advised  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  pro- 
ceeds after  deducting  the  costs  of  execution,  &c.  The  monies 
which  Mr.  Elmslie  received  were  first  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  then  sixty  four  dollars ;  those  two  sums  added  to  costs 
of  suit,  commission,  advertising,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
amount  to  the  sum  Mr.  Cohbet  mentioned  in  bis  advertiseme?it  as  the 
total  of  the  sales. 

By  this  brief  statement  the  candid  reader  will  see  that  the 
goods  were  sold  by  'virtue  of  Rush's  execution  ;  that  the  execu- 
tors of  John  Oldden  declined  havi?ig  any  thing  to  do  zuitb  the  bu- 
siness, until  I  had  satisfied  them  that  any  censure  ivbich  might  arise 
from  it  should  attach  to  me;  and  thai  they  were  not  uneasy  about  the 
payment  of  the  rent. 

John  Morgan. 

This  statement,  which  is  as  clear  as  the  head, 
and  -as  true  as  the  heart  of  the  man  who  signs  it, 
leaves  me  very  httle  to  say  as  to  the  talseliood  or  the 
malice  of  my  enemies.  I  must,  however,  observe, 
for  the  information  of  those  who  may  not  have  seen 
my  farewell  Gazette,  that,  when  I  came  from  Phila- 
delphia, I  left  about  2500  dollars  to  collect,  and 
about  800  dollars  to  pay  ;  that  my  house-rent,  which 
would  have  been  paid  long  enough  before  if  we 
could  have  ascertained  the  day  of  giving  up  the 

house, 
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house,  was  to  be  paid  the  moment   that  day  ar- 
rived.    Before  it  did  arrive,  however.   Rush  ob- 
tained his  famous  judgment,  and  made  a  seizure,  as 
Mr.  Moi-fjan  has  related.     That  Mr.  ElmsUe  was 
under  no  apprehensions  the  reader  will  clearly  per- 
ceive ;  for,  after  he  had  heard  of  the  ruinous  5()00 
dollar  verdict;   after  he    knew  that  the  judgment 
against  me  was  sent  on  to  New- York  ;    nay,  after 
he  saw  the  sheriff  in  the  house,   such  was  his  con- 
fidence in  my  honesty,  and   such  was  his  delicacy 
towards  me,  that  he  would  not  even  the?i  have  exer- 
cised the  right  of  a  landlord,  had  he  not  been  pressed 
to  do  it  for  my  sake.  Not  only  did  he  require  to  be  so- 
licited, by  Mr.  Morgan,  to  put  in  his  prior  claim, 
but   he,  at   last,   consented    to  do    it,    only  upon 
condition  that    Mr.   Morgan   would  write  to  ?7w, 
and  inform  me  that  he  (ElmdieJ  did  it  at  Air.  Mor- 
gan s  particular  request.     Would  Mr.  Elmslie  have 
had  these  scruples  it  he  had  suspected  my  honesty  ? 
Would  he  have  been  thus  delicate,  thus  fearful  of 
hurting  mv  feelings,  if  I  had  left  my  "  house-rent 
"  DISGRACEFULLY  unpaid  r 

But,  says  the  reader,  who  is  the  infamous  slan- 
derer ?  Tell  me  who  he  is,  that  I  may  hate  him  ! 
And,  can  you  be  at  a  loss  to  know  him  ?  After 
what  you  have  read  in  these  tv/o  Numbers,  can 
you  imagine  that  such  base  revenge  could  ever 
be  conceived  by  any  one  but  a  RUSFL?  It  was 
Richard  Rush,  the  self-same  laicyer,  who,  in  order 
to  support  the  honour  of  his  profession  and  his 
dram  bhop  ramily,  came  on  express  to  Nev/- 
York  with  the  5000  dollar  judgment ;  it  Vv\ns 
one  of  tiie  "  nice-feeling  generous  sons'  o^  X\\c 
"  most  una  fending  and  most  benevolent''  Dr. 
Rush. 

The  malignant  slanderers  were  astonished  wh.cn 
s  they  saw  Mr.  Morgan's  statement.     I'hey  thought 

that 
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that  Mr.  Elmslie,  seeing  the  vile  work  that  was 
going  forward,  had,  like  a  prudent  man,  stepped 
in  and  laid  claim  to  my  goods.  Sure,  in  their  own 
minds,  that  this  was  the  case,  they  thought  that 
the  falsehood  they  had  hatched  could  never  be 
completely  refuted.  I^ittle  did  they  imagine,  that 
Mr.  Elmslie  had  n:ade  the  seizure  at  my  agent's  re- 
quest, and  lO  oblige  vie;  when,  therefore,  they 
saw  this,  they  were  alarmed,  they  were  confounded, 
and  blasted.  Ever  as  mean  as  malicious,  they  now 
retracted,  and  the  poor  cat's-paw,  Richard  Rush, 
went  to  Mr.  Morgan,  and  read  a  recantation^  which 
he  published  in  Brown  and  Relf 's  paper  of  the  next 
evening,  and  which  I  would  here  insert,  were  it 
not  beneath  me  to  offer,  in  defence  of  my  cha- 
racter, any  thing  from  the  vile  hand  of  a  Rush. 

Thus,  you  see,  reader,  tliat  my  enemies  have 
fallen  into  their  own  pit,  and  that,  at  every  strug- 
gle, they  plunge  themselves  deeper  and  deeper  in 
disgrace. — V/hen  I  saw  my  friend  Morgan's  de- 
fence of  my  reputation,  and  particularly  when  the 
next  newspaper  brought  me  the  proofs  of  his  tri- 
umph, I  could  not  help  exulting,  in  the  words  of 
King  David  :  "  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  brought 
"  to  confusion  together,  that  rejoice  at  mine  hurt ; 
"  and  let  them  shout  for  jov,  and  be  glad,  that  ta- 
"  vour  mv  risfhteous  cause  1" 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Rush's  lawyers  told  the  philanthropic  jury,  that, 
if  they  assessed  but  moderate  damages,  the  deci- 
sion would  tend  to  discourage  men  trom  appealing 
to  the  law  again,  and  that  the  city  would  be 
distuj'bed  and  disgraced  bv  quarrels  and  iiditins: ; 
but  that,  if  tliey  made  me  "  a  blighted  picture  of 
"  7mn,"  they  would  prevent  personal  violence.  The 

philan- 


FEBRUARY,  1800.  301 

philanthropic  jury  listened  to  the  advice,  and  cer- 
tainly did  their  best  to  make  me  "  a  blighted  pic- 
*'  ture  of  ruin;"  but  their  verdict,  so  far  from  having 
had  a  tendency  to  promote  peace  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood, has  set  all  Philadelphia  in  an  uproar. 
The  first  Number  of  the  Rush-Light  has  produced 
several  quarrels,  two  assaults,  and  two  or  three  fresh 
prosecutions !  "  That's  true,"  says  the  philanthro- 
pic jury,  "  but  it  is  your  Rush-Light,  Peter,  and 
"  not  our  verdict,  that  has  made  the  mischief.  It 
*'  is  not  our  fault  that  you  write."  No,  ye  pre- 
cious dozen,  it  assuredly  is  not !  It  is  not  your  fault 
that  I  am  not  in  gaol,  and  that  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren are  not  be^fjinor  their  bread  from  door  to  door  ! 
iSo,  no,  it  is  not  your  fault  that  I  have  either  the 
spirit  or  the  means  to  write  and  to  publish ;  but  it 
is  your  fault  that  I  have  the  blood-stirring  subject 
to    write  upon.     Thus  much  by  way  of   hint  to 


vou*. 


"  I  intend  to  accompany  the  Number  in  which  I  close  the 
account  of  the  prosecution  with  lists  of  this  phiianth:  jpic  jury, 
printed  on  large  cards,  that  they  may  be  nailed  up  over  chimney- 
pieces,  and  in  other  conspicuous  places.  But,  lest  he  who 
reads  ihis  Number,  should  never  read  another,  I  shall  just  in- 
sert the  names  iiere,  to  v/it : 

John  Paxton,  hardwareman,  No.  10,  South  Third  Street; 
ll'm.  Jolly,  ironmonger,  No.  11,  Arch  Street;  Jostpb  S.  Lcu^ls 
(nephew  of  Samuel  Coats),  merchant,  No.  25,  Dock  Street  j 
Is.aac  Ansthi,  watchmaker.  No.  7,  Arch  Street  ;  Tbo.  JF.  Armat, 
shopkee;)er.  No.  21,  North  Second  Street  j  Giorgc  Thompson, 
shopkeeper,  No.  129,  North  Third  Street  j  Jacob  Sfierry,  jun., 
looking  glavs-man.  No.  195,  Market  Street;  John  Tuggart, 
merchant,  No.  5.  and  11,  North  Water  Street;  U'm.  Ixoberts, 
ho'ise  carpenter.  No.  130",  Chesnut  Street ;  Archibald  Bbigharn, 
shopkeeper,  No.  32,  North  Second  Street;  Jacob  Recs,  shop- 
keeper. No.  151,  North  I'hird  Street;  Benjamin  F.  Garrigues, 
grocer,  No.  119,  South  Second  Street. 
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TO 

J  A  ISl  E  S     IVI  '  II  E  N  R  Y, 

SECRETARY    AT    WAR. 


Sir, 

ON  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  a  man,  calling 
himself  CajH.  Still,  belonging  to  the  Artillery,  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Jay,  came  to  my  house,  to  call  me 
to  account,  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  Rush,  about  a 
passage  in  the  first  Number  of  the  Rush  Light.  He 
was  armed  "  d.  la  mode  de  Bush,"  to  wit,  with  a 
bludgeon  cane,  which,  as  it  had  an  iron  poker  to  en- 
counter, remained  quitt  in  his  hand  ;  and  so  the 
noble  Captain  marched  off  without  beat  of  drum. 
I  do  not  address  this  to  you,  Sir,  by  way  of  com- 
plaint;  for  I  am  prepared  for  defence  against  un- 
lawful violence  of  any  and  of  every  sort.  But, 
Sir,  notwithstanding  all  the  ingratitude  and  injus- 
tice I  have  met  with,  I  am  still  a  friend  to  America; 
I  still  feel  a  sincere  attachment  to  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment ;  and  it  is  from  my  anxious  desire  to  see 
the  measures  of  that  Government  prevented  from 
becoming  odious  in  the  eyes  of  all  descriptions 
of  people,  that  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  the 
above  information.  Be  assured.  Sir,  that  men  v>'ill 
not  long  be  content  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of 
bullies  to  come  and  interfere  with  their  business, 
insult  them  in  their  houses,  and  terrify  their  wives 
and  their  children. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  insinuate  that  conduct,  in 
the  military,  such  as  I  have  described,  ever  was 

ap- 
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approved  of  by  the  Government,  and  I  feel  a  con- 
fidence, Sir,  tliat,  for  the  honour  of  the  army  it- 
seh,  it  will,  in  the  present  instance,  meet  with 
ma/ked  disapprobation. 

I  am.  Sir,  v/ith  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

W.  COBBETT. 

^         Neiv-Yoi'k, 
March  10,   1800. 
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.-/  Defence  of  the  Publications  on  zuhich  the  Action  of 
Bush  :vas  grounded^ 

"  Hear  ye  ray  defence,  which  I  now  make  unto  you." 

Acts.  c.  xxii.  v.  1; 

1  HAT  a  iow-bred  fellow,  like  Bush,  whom  the 
troubled  motions  of  rebellion*   had  brought  bub- 
bling up  from  \hQ  mud  of  society ;  that  a  fellow, 
who  had   extolled   his  drugs  in  newspapers,  pam- 
phlets, and  books,  v.  ithout  number,  and  who  had, 
in    these  various  publications,  not   only  ridiculed, 
decried,  and  abused  both  the  practice  and  the  per- 
sons of  the  first  medical  gentlemen  in  the  country, 
but  had  contemptuously   placed  them  beneath  his 
herd  of  *'  undisciplined  practitioners,"  his  auction- 
eers, his  negroes,  and  his  old  women;  that  such  a 
mushroom    being,    such   a    notorious  despoiler  of 
the  medical  character,  should  have  the  assurance  to 
aj)j)eal  to  the  law,  the  moment  his   own   practice 
was  assailed,  Would  have   excited  universal  indig- 
nation   amongst    any  people  but   the    poor,  tame, 

*  He  was  a  member  of  the  old  Rump  Congress. 

VOL,  xi/  X  trodden- 
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trodd.jn-down  citizens  of  Pliiladelphia,  and  must 
appear  totally  unaccountable  to  every  foreign  reader, 
till  I  have,  by  and  by,  explained  the  circumstances 
under  v^-hich  the  action  was  commenced,  and 
under  which  it  was  foreseen  it  would,  first  or  last, 
be  decided*. 

The  commencing  of  the  action  proves,  however, 
that  the  practice  ot  the  impudent  innovator  had  re-  ' 

*  Rush  was  advised   by   Ingcrsol,  one  of  his  lawyers,  to  drop 
this  suit ;  but  the  mefk,  the  kind,  the  unoffending,  the  bene- 
volent Rush,  knew  belter  things:  and  this  is  a  proper  place  to 
give  a  striking  instance  or  two  of  the  dissimulation  of  this  man. 
Asto^Ui^r,  he  always  pretended  to  be  a  Quaker,  till  he  had  a 
son  big  enough  to  ask  a  commission  for!      See  his  silly  plan  of 
■what  he  calls  a  P face- Officer  oi  the  United  States.     But  an   in- 
stance of  insinceriiy,  more   to  my  present   purpose,  is  to  be 
found  in  liis    canting  address   to   ihe  clergy,    where  he    says, 
"  Lavj-sntts  should  be  discouraged  as  much  as  possible.     It  is 
"  with  inexpressible  pleasure  that  I  have  lately  seen  an  account 
"  of  a  recommendation  fro-m  the  Presbyterian   synod    to    the 
"  churches  under  their  care,  to  settle  all  disputes  after  the 
"  manner  of    the  primitive    Christians    and    the   Friends,"  [a 
slobber  for  the  Quakers,]  "  by  arbitration.     Blessed  event  in 
"  the  history  of  mankind  !     ^Slay  their  pra6tice  spread  amongst 
"  all  sefts  of  Christians,  and   may  it  prove  a  prelude  of  that 
"  happy  time   foretold  in    Scripture,   when   ii'ar  and   murder 
"  shall  be  no  more. '     There  he  is  again!  That's  the   cantincr 
Rush  I    But,    when   his  professions    are  brought  to   the   test/ 
"when  he  is  urged   to  put  them  in  pra6tice,  he  laughs  at  those 
■who  were  foolish  enough  to  think  him  sincere.     He  could  not 
find  words  to  express  his  pleasure  at  hearing  that  the  synod  had 
protested    ngainst  law-suits,  but    he  could  not   be    persuaded, 
even  by  his  confidential  lawyer,  to  forbear  going   to  law  him- 
self.    The  truth  is.  Rush  is  noto-ious  for  the  litigiousness  of 
his  disposition  J  and    there    are  few   men,  even    amoncrst    the 
spiteful  and  wrangling  crew   that  he  is  connefted  with,  who 
have  brought  so  many  actions,  who  have  been  so  often  in   tlie 
court,  as  himself.     Observe,  too,  that  this  meek  minded  mO' 
ralist,  who,  in  conjunction  with  his  Quaker  friends,  lias  been 
constantly  hatching  some  />trfc:^-w/j/l/«o- project  5   observe,  I   say, 
that    this  love-seeking   saint,  who  feels  such    yearniiio-s,  such 
gnpings  and  bowel-h.^nkerings  for  "  the  Ihssed  time  when  war 
"  and  law-siiiis  shall  be  no  mere,"  has,  out  of  two  sons,  made  shift 
to  fabricate  a  lieutenant  anA  a  laivyer  !  ! 

ceived' 
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ceived  a  mortal  blow  ;  it  proves  that  the  publica- 
tions, for  which  I  was  sued,  were  efficacious;  and, 
that  they  were  not  iinlau-fnl,  I  trust,  notwithstand- 
ing the  decision  of  a  Philadelohian  court  and  jury, 
I  shall  find  but  little  difficulty  in  making  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  man  who  is  not  an  idiot  or 
a  prostituted  knave. 

In  maknig  this  defence,  I  shall  suppose  myself 
in  court',  and  having  heard  the  evidence  and  the 
pleadings,  replying  to  the  whole  that  was  urged 
against  me.  As  I  shall  use  the  words,  "  Gentlemen 
"  of-  the  Jury,''  I  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  the 
word  gentlemen  will  be  admitted,  on  this  occasion, 
for  form's  sake  only. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jur}', 

I  rise  to  defend  a  man,  remarkable  for  his  frank- 
ness, against  the  underhand  machinations  of  hypo- 
crisv  ;  I  rise  to  defend,  atrainst  a  char;Te  of  slander, 
a  man  who  has  been  slandered  without  measure  and 
without  mercy  ;  I  rise  to  defend  an  honest,  loyal, 
and  public-spirited  Briton  against  the  false  aud  ca- 
lumnious suggestions  of  private  malice,  political 
prejudice,  and  national  antipathy. 

i  should  degrade  the  character  of  the  defendant 
by  comparing  it  with  that  of  Dr.  Rush,  or  by  sub- 
mitting it  to  youi'  investigation.  To  the  malignant 
aspersions  of  ilopkinson,  Levi,  and  Ingersol,  I 
shall,  therefore,  make  no  reply ;  but  shall  confine 
mv^eif  to  the  subject  witii  vv^hich  alone  you  have, 
on  this  occasion,  anv  thincr  to  do. 

Mr.  Cobbett  stands  charged  with  having,  durmg 
the  prevalence  of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1797,  pub- 
lished certain  false  and  malicious  slanders  against 
I):.  Rush.  T;ic  nrintlnii  and  puhlishim^  the  de- 
fendant  would  rather  cut  his  hand  oft  tl;an  disown, 
but  tlie  fids::hood  and  malice  imputed  to  Inm  he 
utterly  denies. 

X  2  Much 
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Much  might  be  said  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
words  cited  in  the  declaration.  It  would,  I  believe, 
be  very  difficult  to  make  out  such  an  application  as 
would,  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law, 
establisli  any  one  of  the  charges  preferred  by  tlie 
plaintiff;  but  the  defendant  scorns  to  take  shelter 
under  a  subterfuge  :  it  is  for  his  enemies  to  have  re- 
course to  the  perversion  of  the  law.  He  is  proud 
to  acknowledgCj  that  all  the  censorious  expressions, 
which  he  is,  on  this  occasion,  accused  of  having 
published,  were  not  only  published  by  him,  but 
were  pointed  at  Doctor  Benjamin  Rush ;  and, 
moreover,  that  they  were  not  only  pointed  at  Rush, 
but  were  so  pointed  for  the  express  purpose  ot  de- 
stroying his  practice,  so  far  as  that  practice  cor- 
responded with  the  well-known  and  justly-abhorred 
System  of  Depletion. 

Neither  will  I  distract  your  minds  (which,  God 
knows,  are  by  nature  sufficiently  confused)  by  con- 
troverting the  unfair  constructions  of  the  opposite 
counsel.  I  shall  admit  most  of  the  meanings  wliich 
they  have  attributed  to  the  words  of  the  defendant, 
and  those  which  1  do  not  admit,  1  shall  clearly 
prove  not  to  exist. 

The  defendant  stands  charged, 

1 .  With  calling  Doctor  Rush  a  vain  boaster. 

2.  With  calling  him  a  (juack. 

3.  With  calling  him  Saiip-ado. 

4.  AVith  saying  that  he  slczv  his  palicnis. 

By  the  law^yers,  on  both  sides,  the  Const ifuliojis 
of  America,  and  the  rights  and  adxantao'cs  therebv 
conferred  and  insured,  have  been  much  harped 
upon,  as  if  the  liberty  of  the  press  were  become  the 
greater  in  consecjuence  of  tlie  revolution ;  but  all 
these  rights  and  advantages,  however  valuable  they 
may  be  in  the  eyes  of  a  sovereign  people,  the  de- 
fendant in  this  action  most  chcerfullv  foregoes.     He 

asks 
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asks  for  no  other  privilege,  no  other  security  for  his 
person  and  his  property,  than  that  which  will  arise 
from  a  fair  interpretation  and  a  due  execution  of  the 
Common  Law;  that  law  under  the  shielding  branches 
of  which  he  was  born  and  nursed  up  to  n^ianhood, 
which  was  planted  here  by  the  benignant  hand  of 
his  Sovereign,  and  which,  though  buffeted  by 
many  a  storm,  and  bearing  the  mark  of  many  an 
axe  at  its  roots,  still  stands  its  ground,  and  still 
shelters  the  inhabitants  of  these  States  from  the  up- 
lifted stroke  of  republican  despotism.  This  is  the 
law  to  which  Mr,  Cobbett  appeals  in  his  defence ; 
and,  happily  for  the  country,  this  law  is  yet  the 
only  code  to  which,  in  this  case,  either  party  carj 
appeal, 

Not  to  hamper  you  with  a  string  of  definitions 
and  nice  distinctions,  I  shall  observe,  generally, 
that  to  justify  a  jury  in  awarding  damages,  on  any 
charge  of  slander,  they  must  be  clearly  convinced 
of  four  things;  to  wit:  1.  that  the  defendant  ut- 
tered or  published  the  words  laid  to  his  charge ; 
2.  that  those  words  were  meant  to  apply  to  the 
plaintiff  J  3.  that  the  words  are  false ;  and,  4.  that 
they  were  uttered  or  published  with  a  malicious  or 
criminal  intent. 

The  publishing  of  the  words  laid  in  the  decla- 
ration, and  their  application  to  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  most  readily  avows  ;  but,  if  I  can  prove 
to  you  (or  if  you  already  know  of  yoursekes),  that 
the  words  are  true,  and  that  the  defendant  did  no 
more  than  fulfil  his  dutij  in  publishing  them,  vou 
ought  well  to  remember  your  oaths  betore  you  give 
damages  to  the  plaintitT. 

-  I  shall  examine  the  charges  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stand.  1.  The  Defendant  has  called  Doctor 
Rush  A  VAIN  BOASTER.  I  avcr  this  to  be  triu-y 
und  prove  it  bv  Rush's  own  publications,  respectmg 
his  practice  in  1793.  On  the  12th  of  September  he 
^  X   3  published 
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published  in  all  the  papers,  that,  xviih  his  new-dis- 
covered remedies,  there  v/as  no  more  danp;er  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  Yellow  Fever,  than  from  the 
measles  or  influenza.     On   the  .17th  of  the  same 
month,  he  wrott  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  that 
his  di'.Tovery,  as  far  as  it  went,  reduced  the  Yellow 
Fever,  in  point  of  dan<ier  and  mortality,  to  a   level 
with  a  common  cold.     On  the  3d   of  October  he 
wrote  to  Doctor  Rodgcrs  at  New-York  (publishing 
his  letter,  as  well  as    tliat  to  tiie  College,  in  the 
newspapers),  declaring,  that  he  had  been  made  the 
instruriient  iv  the  hands  of  a  kind  Providenee  of  cu- 
ring MORE  than  ninety-nine  patients  out  of  a  hundred. 
This  was  certainly   boasting,  and   that  it  was  vai?i 
boasting  is  notorious  ;  for,  at  the  very  time  that  he 
wrote  and  published  these  boastings,  his  remedies 
were  making  dreadful  havock  ;  from  the  date  of  the 
first,  the    12th    of  September,  to  that  of  the    3d, 
wherein  he  brags  of  curing  more  than  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred,  the  daily  bills  of  mortality  rose 
from  23  to  78  !     And,  just  after  the  last-mentioned 
most  impudent  boast  was  made,  four  patients  out 
of  six  died  in  his  ovv'n  house  i 

Upon  your  oathiS  now  I  ask  you,  is  this  fellow  a 
vain  boaster,  or  is  lie  not  ^ 

2.  The  defendant  called  Doctor  Rush  a  quack. — 
And  here,  in  order  to  make  out  the  justincation,  it 
would  be  my  duty  to  examine  the  meaning  of  the 
term  ;  but  the  good-natured  advocates  of  the  bleed- 
ing Doctor  have  kindly  saved  me  that  trouble  :  they 
have  most  unfortunately  taken  the  definition  of 
Addison,  and  Jiave  stated  a  quack  to  be, "  a  boast- 
"  ful  pret Older  to  phijsic ;  one  icho proclaims  his  ozvn 
"  medical  abililics  and  nostrums  in  public  places.'' 

Now,  then,  let  us  see,  whether  or  not  the  Doc- 
tor's conduct  brinjrs  him  ud  to  this  definition. 

During  the  whole  of  the  Fever  of  1793,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  Fever  of  1797,  he  made  no  scruple 

to 
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to  declare,  that  none  of  the  physicians,  who  did 
not  follow  his  practice,  ought  to  be  trusted  with 
the  life  of  a  patient.  His  lectures  abound  with  his 
insolent  pretensions  to  superiority  in  medicine.  No- 
torious is  it  that  he  has,  all  his  liTe,  been  a  pro- 
claimer  of  his  own  medical  abilities ;  but  to  come 
to  something  more  specific  :  on  the  12th  ot  Sep- 
tember 1793,  he  published  the  following  adver- 
tisement : 

"  DOCTOR  HUSH, 

"  Regretting  that  he  is  unable  to   comply  vith   all  the  calls 
"  of  his  fellow-citizens  indisposed  \vith    the  prevailing   fever, 
"  recommends    to   them    to  take    his  mercuTJal  purges,    which 
"  may  now  be   had  with  suitable  directions  at    most   of  the 
"  apothecaries,  and  to   lose   ten  or  twelve  ounce;  of  blood   as 
"  soon  as  convenient  after   taking  the  purges,  if  the  headache 
"  and  fever  continue  — When  the  purges  do  not  operate  speedi- 
"  ly,  bleeding  may  now  be  used  before  they  are  taken.  The  almost 
"  universal  success  zuitb  li'hich  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  the  remedies  of 
"  strong  mercurial  purges  and  bleeding  in  this  disorder,  enables  Do6*.or 
'•  Rush  to  assure  his  fellow-citizens  tliat  there  is  no  more  danger 
"  to   be  apprrhended    from    it  ivben  these  remedies   have    been 
'<  used  in  its  early  stage,  than  there  is  from   the  measles  or  in- 
"  fluenza. — Doctor   Rush    assures   his    fellow-citizens    farther, 
"  that  the  risk  from  visiting  and   attending  the  sick  at  present, 
"  is  not  greater  than  from  walking   the  streets.     While   the 
"  disease  was  so  generally  mortal,  or  the  successful  mode  of  treating 
"  it  only  partially  adopted,  he   advised   his   friends  to  leave    the 
"  city;  at  present  he  conceives  this  advice  unnecessary,  not  only 
"  because  the  disease  is  wndt-r  the  power  of  medicine^  but  be- 
"  cause  the  citizens  who  now  wish  to  fly  into  the  country  can- 
"  not  avoid  carrying  the  infection  with  them;   they  had  better 
"  remain  near  to  medical  aid,  and  avoid  exciting  the  infection 
"  into  action." 

"  Near  to  medical  aid  ;"  that  is,  near  to  /lim. — 
It  was  safer  to  remain  near  him,  thougli  in  the 
midst  of  pestilence,  than  be  near  any  other  phy- 
sician, though  in  the  sweet  air  of  the  country  ! 
This  advertisement  is  assuredly  the  most  impudent 
that  ever  was  published  ;  no  Leicester-scjuare  qunclc 
ever  equalled  it.  At  the  very  time  that  Rush  had 
the  impudence  thus  to  tell  the   people,  that  there 

X   I  was 
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was  no  longer  any  danger,  iffJieij  used  his  remedies  ; 
at  the  very  time  that  he  was  thus  advising  tliem  not 
to  IcavT  the  citv,  but  to  remain  near  to  medical  aid ; 
at  the  very  time  that  lie  was  lylcssing  God  for  the  al- 
most universal  success  of  his  ?Tmedies ;  the  bills  of  mor- 
tality were  daily  increasing  in  a  dreadful  degree. 
On  the  day  before  tlie  above  adNertisement  ap- 
peared, the  number  of  deaths  was  tzcenty-three ; 
and  from  that  day  they  began  to  increase,  and  they 
went  on  increasing,  until,  at  the  end  ot  one 
month  after  the  infallible  remedies  had  been  in 
vogue,  they  had  arisen  from  twentij-three  to  one 
hundred  and  nineteen. 

But  it  is  the  quackish  language  of  tlie  advertise- 
ment which  is  at  present  the  object  of  our  examina- 
tion. It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  read  the  Doc- 
tor's pufF  without  observing  the  strict  resemblance 
that  it  bears  to  what  the  Cockneys  call  the  "  Doc- 
tor's Bills."  Thedefendanthascomparcd Rush'spuffs 
to  the  puff  of  Sfnlsbui'Ttj-^  and  this  has  been  made  a 
charge  against  him.  But  hear  Doctor  Spilsbury,  and 
then  say,  if  you  can,  that  the  comparison  is  not  just. 

"We  congratulate  our  fclloiv- creatures,  in  having  it  in  their 
''  power  to  get  relieved  from  the  most  unpleasant  complaints  in- 
♦'  cident  to  human  nature,  such  as  the  scurvy,  gout,  rheumatism, 
!"  evil,  ulcers,  and  other  disorders  arising  from  impurities  of  the 
*'  blooel,  indigestion,  8:c.  by  taking  Spilsbury's  Anti>corbulic 
"  Drops,  a  medicine  well  know^n  upwards  of  iwenty-six  years 
*'  for  having  performed  more  extraordinary  cures  than  any 
**  other  ever  invented,  and  whose  repute  has  reached  the  remotest 
"  corners  of  the  universe,  every  nation  bearing  grateful  testi- 
*'  mony  of  its  eminent  virtues:  how  happy  therefore  is  it  for 
*'  the  inhabitants  of  this  ishimi,  that  they  can  supply  themselves 
''  with  a  medicine  which,  sliould  they  travel  to  any  part  of  the 
f'  globe,  will  secure  them  from  the  fatal  consecjuences  that  tOQ 
"  often  attend  the  above  complaints." 

The  defendant  has  called  this  a  puff  equal  to  Dr. 
Rush's,  and  if  there  be  any  untruth  in  his  words,  it 
is  because  Spilsbury's  puff  is  inferior  to  that  of 
Hush  3  for  surpass  it,  it  certainly  does  not, 

Still, 
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Still,  however,  clearly  to  establish  the  quackerijy 
the  man  must  not  only  boast  about  his  medical  abi- 
lities and  trie  virtue  of  his  nostrums,  but  he  must  do 
this  in  public  places.  That  Rush's  boastings  were 
heard  in  all  the  streets  of  Philadeluhia  is  notorious, 
and  it  is  also  notorious,  that  the  abo-.e  boasting: 
Advertisement,  as  well  as  several  others  oi  a  lihe  na- 
ture, were  published  in  all  the  ?2c:vspape7y.  It  is 
notorious  that  they  were  besides  printed  on  hand- 
bills, given  away  in  the  apothecaries'  shops,  handed 
about  the  streets,  and  stuck  upon  the  walls,  houses, 
and  public  pumps ! 

Is  not  this  man  "  a  boastful  pretender  to  physic, 
"  one  who  proclaims  his  own  medical  abilities  and 
"  nostrums  in  public  places  r"'  And,  if  this  be 
quackery,  I  ask  you  upon  your  consciences,  if  you 
have  any,  whether  Rush  is  or  is  not  a  quack  *  F 

3.  Mr.  Cobbett  is  charged  with  calling  Dr.  Rush 
Sangrado.- — To  call  a  man  Sangrado  is  nothing; 
but.  Gentlemen,  you  have  been  told  by  the  lear?ied 
Har|)er  and  the  more  learned  Ingerso],  who,  it 
would  seem,  have  both  studied  Gil  Bias,  "  that 
*'  this  Sangrado  was  a  quack  damned  to  everlasting 
"  fame,"  and  that,  therefore,  to  call  Dr.  Rush  San- 


*  The  Advertisements  of  the  retailers  of  his  nostrum  must 
not  be  forgotten. 

"  Dr.  Rush's  r^Wvvz/f^  mercurial  purging  and  sweating  pow- 
"  ders  for  preventing  and  curing  the  prevailing  putrid  fever, 
"  may  be  had  carefully  prepared,  iviibproper  directions,  at  Betton 
"  and  Harrisons,  No.  10,  South  Second-street." 

"  Dr.  Rush's  mercurial  sweating  purge  for  the  yellow  fever, 
"  may  be  had  carefully  prepared,  <-iuitb  the  Doctor  s  directions,  and 
"  sold  by  William  IJclany,  druggist  and  chemist,  tVc." 

"  Dr.  Rush's  mercurial  sweating  powder  for  the  yellow  fever, 
"  whh  prii:tcd directions,  pre^ii^red  and  sold  '.y  permission,  by  Gold- 
"  thwait  and  Baldwin,  chemists  and  druggists,  iic." 

Now,  reader,  if  you  had  met  with  thrse  advertisements  in  a 
newspaper,  \yilhout  having  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  par- 
ties concerned,  should  you  not  have  set  this  Rush  down  for  a 
potent  qu.ick  '  I  am  sure  you  would. 

grado. 
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grade,  is  to  call  him  a  quack.  Were  this  correct, 
the  ciiarge  would  be  already  answered,  but  it  is  not 
so.  Poor  Sangrado  was,  accordingly  to  the  de^!ni-, 
tion  of  Rush's  advocates,  no  quack  ;  for  he  did  not 
"  proclaim  his  own  medical  abilities  and  nostrums 
"  in  public  Dlaces  ;"  and,  therefore,  the  word  San- 
grado, as  applied  to  Rush,  was  no  slander. 

But,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the  defendant  is  a 
candid  satirist ;  he  will,  in  no  case,  seek  for  safety 
under  the  leeward  side  of  the  law.  Whether  the 
word  Sanprado  be  slanderous  or  not,  he  will  allow 
you  to  assess  damages  agamst  him  for  the  applica- 
tion of  it,  if  he  cannot  prove  to  you  that  that  appli- 
cation waisjus'f. 

Eminent  men  are  frequently  called  by  the  names 
of  other  eminent  men,  who  have  lived  in  former 
times,  or  in  other  nations.  It  is  a  figure  of  rhetoric, 
which  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  make  use  of.  Thus, 
T'jm  Paine  is  called  the  JJ'at  Tijler  of  the  present 
age;  Franklin  is  called  the  Zanga  of  Boston;  and 
/)/'.  Bi/sh  is  called  the  American  Sangrado.  AH 
that  a  writer  has  to  do,  to  Justify,  either  in  a  court 
of  criticism  or  a  court  of  law,  the  use  of  such  a 
figure,  is,  to  prove  that  the  great  man,  whom  he 
has  designated  by  the  name  ot  another,  bears  such 
a  resemblance  to  that  other  as  the  tenour  of  the 
words  does  evidently  imply. 

What  sort  of  resemblance,  then,  do  Mr.  Cob- 
bett's  words  im.ply  between  Dr.  Rush  and  Dr.  San- 
o-rado  r  Do  they  tend  to  produce  a  belief  that  the 
American  resembles  the  Spaniard  in  his  person,  m 
his  general  character,  or  in  his  medical  opinions, 
practice,  andfamer'  Most  assuredly  the  resemblance  i 
was  meant  to  exist  in  the  latter  respect  only;  forj 
Dr.  Sangrado  is  described  as  "  a  fall,  meagre,  pate\ 
*'  man,  who  had  kept  the  shears  of  Clotho  em- 
"  ployed  during  forty  years  at  least,  and  who  was, 
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in  spite  of  all  liis  rauiti/  and  presamption,  a  dowix- 
*'  rigJit  ninny* y 

It  being  evident,  then,  that  the  defendant  meant 
a  resemblance  in  the  medical  opinions,  practice, 
and  fame  of  these  two  celebrated  physicians,  it 
only  remains  for  me  to  prove  to  you.  Gentlemen, 
that  the  words,  expressing  such  a  resemblance, 
were  founded  in  truth.  Here  are  the  two  pictures; 
jexainine  them  yourselves. 

DOCTOR  SANGK^DO.  1 


DOCTOR   HUSH. 


(Extracts  from  Gil  Bias.) 

1.  "  His  opinions  were  ex- 
tremely singular." 


tt 


2.  "  Sangrado  sent  me  for 
"  a  surgeon,  whom  h*"  ordered 
"  to  »ak.e  from  my  masier  six 
"  good  porringers  of  b loud  !  Whm 
"  this  was  done  hr  orderf^d  the 
"  surffenn  to  return  in  thrt-e 
"  hours  and  take  as  much  more, 
*\  and  to  repeat  the  >a  ne  eva- 
'^  cuation  the  next  day  !" 


**  3.  This  bleeding,  Sangra- 
"  do   said,    was   to   supply   the 

want  of  perspiration  So  when 
**  I  came  to  practise,  says  Gil 
^'  Bias,  being  asked  by  an  old 
"  wormn  what  was  the  matter 
'<  Willi  her  daugliter,  I  told 
"  hfr,  with  great  "gravity,  that 
•'  the  illness  proceeded  from 
^*  the   patient's  want  of  pers- 

"  pi- 


1.  Singularity  of  opiiiion,  in 
every  thing,  is  bis  boast;  for 
instance,  his  plan  of  a  peace- 
offi-ce  to  supply  the  place  of  a 
ijjdr  office;  and  his  taking  the 
cue  of  diseases  out  of  the 
hands  of  fhysicians  to  put  it 
into  those  of  the  people, 

2.  "  I  bled  my  patients 
"  twice,  and  a  few  three  times 
"  a-day  !  I  preferred  frequent 
"  and  small,  to  large  bleedings 
"  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
"  tenibe-r ;  but  towards  the 
•*  height  and  close  of  the  epi- 
"  demic,  I  saAv  no  inconve- 
"  nience  from  the  loss  of  a 
"  pvit,  and  even  tiuejiiy  ounces 
'•  of  blood  at  a  time!" 

RUSH  ON  YEL.  FEV.  QS. 

3  "  From  the  infiuence  of 
"  early  p'lrging  and  bleeding 
"  in  promoting  siueat  in  the 
•'  yellow  fever,  tht-re  can  be 
"  little  doubt,  but  the  efforts 
"  of  nature  to  unload  the  sys- 
"  ttni  in  the  plague  through 
"  the  pores,  might  be  accele- 
•*  rated  by  the  use  of  the  same 
"  remedies.     A  profuse  sweat 

"  cannot 


*  If  Rush  had  sitten  for  this  pidure,  it  could  not  have  beeii 
drawn  more  like  liira. 
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DR.   SANGRADO, 

"  pirntion,  and  that,  of  con- 
•*  sequence,  she  must  be  spee- 
"  'lily  blooded,  that  evacuation 
*'  bt'-ag  the  only  substitute  for 
"  pcrsi'iration." 


4.  "  Not  bleed  in  a  dropsy  F' 
said  he;  "  the  patient  in  a 
*'  dropsy  should  be  blooded 
**  every  diiy." 

5.  "  Si'.ngradn  said,  it  is  a 
*'  ^ross  error,  Master  Martin 
"  Onez,  to  think  that  blood 
"  is  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
"  tlon  of  life:  a  patient  cannot 
•'  be  blooded  too  iviub  !" 


6.   "  Dr.  Sangrado  said  to 

"  me,     I    have  a    regard    for 

*'  thee,    Gil   Bias   [a  foot  ^c;v], 

"  and    will    immediately  dis- 

*'  clo^e  to  thee  the  whole  ex- 

•«  tent    of    that    salutary    art 

*'  which   I  have  professed  for 

"  so  many  years.     Other  phy- 

♦•'  sicians  make  this  consist  in 

••'  the    knowledge  of  a   thou- 

•'  sand  ditfcrent  sciences;   but 

*■'  I  intend  to  go  a  shorter  way 

«'  to  work,  and  spare  thee  the 

"  trouble  of   studying    phar- 

*'  macy,  anatomy,  botany,  and 

"  phy.-iic.     Know,  my  friend, 

"  all    that    is    required    is    to 

"  bleed  the  patients,  and  make 

*f  them drinkwarm water. This 

"  is  the  secret  of  curing  all  the 

'•'  distempers  incident  to  man. 

*'  Yes !  that  wonderful  secret 

"  which  I  reveal  to  thee,  and 

<'  which  nature,  impenetrable 

"  to 


DR.   RUSH. 

"  cannot  fail  of  wasting  many 
"  pounds  ni  the  fluids  of  the 
"  body.  To  correstond  in  <juan- 
"  tity  "zvilb  the  discbarge  from 
"  the  skin,  blood-It  tting  should  be 
"  copious." 

KUSH.  ON   YEL.   FEV. 

4.  Rush  has  frequently 
astounded  the  phj'sicians  of 
Philadelphia  by  recommend- 
ing bleeding  in  the  dropsy. 

5.  "  You  should  bleed 
"  your  patients  almost  to  death, 
"  at  lease  to  faulting."  This 
is  an  extract  which  Rush  gives 
from  a  letter  of  poor  old  Siiip- 
pen,  and  calls  it  "  the  triumph 
"  of  reason  over  the  formalities 
"  of  medicine." 


6.  Dr.  Rush  says:  "All  the" 
knowledge  that  is  necessary 
to  discover  when  blood-lett- 
ing   is    prciper,    might    be' 
taught    to  a    hoy   or  girl  of 
tiuelve   years  old,    in  a    few 
hours.      I  taught   it  in   less 
lime      to      several     persons' 
[the    two    negroes    for     in- 
stance]   dnring    tJie    preva- 
lence of  our  late  epidemic. 
We  teach  a  liundred  things 
in    our  schools   less  useful, 
and  many  tilings  more  ditfi^ 
CLilt,    tlian    the   knowledge 
that  would    be  necessary  to 
cure  a  yellow   fever  or  the 
plague. — For  a    long  white 
the  elements  themselves  were 
dealt  out  by  physicians  with 
a  sparing  hand.     They  pos-. 
sessed  a  monopoly  of  many 
artificial    remedies;    but   a 
new  order  of  things  is  rising] 

"  ii 
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t)R.  SANGRADO. 

"  to    my  brethren,    hath  not 

"  been  able  to  hide  from  my 

*'  researches,   is  coniainfd   in 

"  these  I'.vo  points,  of  plcnti- 

"  ful    bleeding    and    frequent 

"  draughts  of  water.     1   hnve 

"  nothing    more     to     impart; 

*'  thou  kiiowest  physic  to  the 

"  very  bottom." 

~.  "  I  ha\e  pteblisbed  a  book, 
"  said  Sangrado,  in  wiiich  I 
*'  have  extolled  the  use  of 
"  bleeding,  and  would  you 
*'  have  me  decry  my  own 
**  work  ?  Oh,  no!  replifd  I, 
*'  you  must  not  give  your  ene- 
*'  raies  such  a  triumph  over 
you  ;  it  would  ruin  your  re- 
putation ;  perish  rather  the 
nobility,  clergy,  and  peo- 
ple!" 


PR.   RUSH. 

"  in   medicine  as  well   as   in 

"  government.  The  time  must 

"  and    will    come,    when   the 

"  general   use  of  calomel,  ja- 

"  lap,    and    tlie    lancet,    sh;ill 

"  be  considered  amongst   the 

"  most  essential  articles  of  the 

"  knowledge    and    rights    of 

"  man." 

7.  Rush  also  has  f'^hlirbcd 
a  booh,  and  in  that  book  he 
has  said :  "  I  was  part  of  a 
"  little  circle  of  physicians, 
"  \\\\o  h;id  associated  them- 
"  selves  in  support  of  tlie  ne-jj 
"  remedies  — ^This  circle  would 
"  have  been  broken  by  ray 
"  quitting  the  city.  Under 
"  these  circumstances,  it  pleas- 
"  ed  God  to  enable  me  to  re- 
"  ply  to  one  of  the  letters  that 
"  urged  my  retreat  from  the 
"  city,  that  I  had  resolved  to 
"  stiek  to  my  principles,  my  prac- 
"  ii.r,  and  iny  patients,  io  the 
*'  Jasi  extremity .'" 


8.  "  My  master  lir.d  re-  8.  "  Look  at  the  condiict 
•'  course  to  physicians,  and  j  "  of  Dr.  Rush/'  said  pleader 
'*'•  sent  for  Dr.  Sangrado,  whom  1  Hopkinson,  "  and  say  if  it 
"  all  \'alladolid   looked  upon  f "  did  not  not  ressemble  that  of 

;is  another  llipftoercitJi."  i  "   luppocrates." 


Now,  Gentlemen,  what  think  you  of  the  resem 
(lance  ?  Dr.  Sangrado  is  a  man  ot  singular  opi- 
mions ;  so  is  Dr.  Rush.  Dr.  San t'rado  draws  blood, 
porriiigi'v  qf/crpoiTuigcr  ;  Di*.  Ru;>l),  pint  after  pint. 
Dr.  Sangrado  employs  copious  bleedings  to  siipph; 
the  icanl  of  perspiration  ;  so  doe^  Dr.  Rush.  They 
both  recommend  bletding  in  the  dropsij.  Dr.  San- 
grado says  that  it  is  a  gross  error  to  tliink:  tliul  blood 
is  necessary  to  tlu   preseri-a.'ion  of  life :  Dr.    Ru:.h 
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calls  it  the  triam|)ii  of  reason  to  prescribe  bleed! fig 
almost  to  death.  Dr.  Sangrado  sends  afootlwi/,  .a 
lac(jaei/y  to  bleed  and  drench  the  citizens  of  \'a]la- 
dolid  ;  Dr.  Rush  qualifies  jieii^roes  and  old  tromi^n  to 
bleed  and  purge  ihose  of  Pliiladeipliia.  Dr.  San- 
grado  has  written  a  book  ;  so  has  Dr.  Rush  ;  and 
they  both  resolve  /o  stick  to  tlieir piiiiciples  ai/d prac- 
tice to  the  last  extreniily.  Dr.  Sangrado  is  called,  by 
his  cotemporaries,  the  Hippocrates  of  Sjiain  ;  Dr. 
Rush's  cotemporaries  call  him  the  Hippocrates  of 
Peiinsijlvauia. — The  only  sliade  of  difference  is  in 
their  practice  ;  the  American  employs  doses  of 
mercury  and  jalap,  while  the  Spaniard  contents 
himself  with  draughts  of  warm  water ;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, you  will  confess,  that  the  latter  is,  at  least, 
as  innocent  as  the  former. 

But,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  there  needed  no 
such  laboured  comparison,  to  prove  to  you  that  the 
name  of  Sangrado  was  fairly  applicable  to  the  plain- 
tiff. You  know.  Gentlemen,  that  Dr.  Rush  has 
erected  liis  bleeding  system  upon  the  opinions  of  Bo- 
talbLs\  a  French  p'lysician,  whose  name  he  mentions 
with  great  applause  in  ]"age  330  ot  his  Account  of 
the  Yellow  Fever.  This  Botallus  endeavoured  to 
introduce  the  practice  of  excessive  bleeding,  which 
was  condemned  by  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at 
Paris ;  and  you  w^ell  know,  that  the  practice  of  his 
American  follower  was  honoured  with  something 
very  much  like  condemnation  by  the  College  of 
Physicians  at  Philadelphia.  But  the  most  curious 
fact  is,  that  Le  Sacre  introduced  the  character  ofl 
Sangrado  into  the  novel  ot  Gil  Blass  tor  the  express 
pur]^x)se  ot  ridiculing  this  very  Botallus  !  I  have 
carefully  examined  the  biography  of  Le  Sage,  and] 
I  can  no  where  find  that  he  was  sued  or  pro:sccuted 
bv  bleeder  Botallus :  so  that  the  master  in  blood 
must  have  been  of  a  more  meek  and  forbearing  dis-  j|, 
position  than  the  disciple,   or  the   liberty   of  the 

pressi 
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press,  in  the  "  dark  ages,"  under  a  French  mo- 
narch, must  have  been  greater  than  It  is,  even  in 
"  these  enliglitcned  days,"  under  the  sovereign 
people  of  America. 

The  fourth  and  last  charge  preferred  against  the 
defendant  is,  that  he  has  said  that  Dr.  Bush  slew 
HIS  PATIENTS.  Tlic  passugc  from  Porcupine's  Ga- 
zette, on  which  this  charge  is  founded,  runs  thus : 
"  Dr.  Rush,  in  that  emphatical  style  which  is  pccu- 
"  liar  to  himself,  calls  mercury  the  Sampson  of  me- 
*'  dicine.  In  his  hands,  and  in  those  ot  his  partl- 
"  sans,  it  may,  indeed,  be  compared  to  Sampson ; 
"  for  I  verily  believe,  they  have  slain  more  Ameri- 
"  cans  with  it,  than  ever  Sampson  slew^  of  the 
"•  Philistines.  The  Israelite  slew  his  thousands, 
"  but  the  Rushitcs  have  slain  their  tens  of  thou- 
"  sands," 

The  pleaders  for  Rush  have  told  you,  that  this  is 
accusing  him  of   murder.     How   unfair  this  con- 
struction is  ;   what  a  shameful  perversion  it  is  of  the 
defendant's  meaning,  must  be  evident  to  every  man 
of  common  understanding'*.     I  can  hardly  believe 
that  it  can  ever  be  the  duty  of  advocates  to  lie  in 
this  impudent  manner  (for  wiltul  misconstruction  is 
l)ing],  and,  when  they  do,  I  am  certain  that  jurors 
ought  not   to  give  any  weight  to  what  they  say  ; 
much  less  ought  they   to   affect  to  look  upon  such 
barefaced  falsehoods  as  truths.     Jurors   should  re- 
collect, that  they  are  sworn  to  decide  according  to 
the   conviction  which   is  produced    in    their  own 
minds ;    and  when  tliey  do  not  act  up  to  the  spirit 
ot  thib  oatli,  they   will  in  vain  seek  tor  a  justiiica- 


*  Shan7eftil  as  the  perversion  was,  however,  we  sihall  see,  by 
nnd  by,  that  the  Judge  ^iive  into  U,  nnd  adUially  mid  the  Jury 
that  1  iud  accused  the  Doctor  (tf  viktJci'ui^  his  patients,  ihoui;h 
the  word  iiturder  was  not  to  Lc  louiid  in  any  ot  the  expressions 
laid  in  the  declaration. 
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tion  in  the  assertions  from  the  bar,  or  even  from 
the  bench, 

Unwilling  to  trust  to  one  interpretation  of  the 
words  on  which  this  charge  is  founded,  the  Rushite 
counsel  have  asserted,  i.  That  these  words  accuse 
Dr.  Rush  of  hilling  people  zcith  deadly  ivcapons ; 
and,  2.  That  they  accuse  him  of  killing  people  ivit/i 
his  physic. — I  sliall  consider  them  separately. 

Take  the  passage  above  quoted  from  Porcupine's 
Gazette,  strip  it  of  its  figurative  quality,  insist  upon 
its  being  literally  understood,  make  it  positive  in- 
stead of  doubtful,  and  then  cut  it  up  into  simple 
sentences,  considering  each  as  having  been  made 
use  oi'  detached  from  all  the  rest ;  after  having  thus 
strained,  twisted,  garbled,  and  gutted  the  writing 
of  the  defendant,  I  will  allow,  that  something  like 
an  accusation  of  killing  people  with  deadly  weapons 
may  be  made  out.  But  it  is  not  thus  that  a  man's 
words  are  to  be  treated ;  his  person  and  estate  are 
not  to  be  brought  into  jeopardy  by  such  miserable 
pettifogging  interpretations:  pitiful,  indeed,  would 
be  the  liberty  ot  speech  and  ot  the  press,  were 
every  sentence  liable  to  a  judicial  criticism  ot  this 
sort.  No,  no ;  the  Common  Lazu  of  England  (which, 
as  I  observed  before,  is,  in  this  case,  the  law  of 
America)  encourages  no  such  uncandid,  no  such  li- 
tigious proceeding.  That  law,  I  had  almost  said 
that  holy  late,  which  is  the  result  of  the  researches 
of  wisdom  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  justice  ;  that 
law,  wliich,  while  it  has  clad  good  character  in  a 
coat  of  mail,  has  thrown  a  shield  before  the  body 
of  the  critic,  the  satirist,  and  the  public  censor; 
that  law  tells  \'ou,  that  the  words,  on  which  an  ac- 
tion of  slander  is  grounded,  shall  be  understood 
neitlier  in  their  best  sense  nor  their  icorst  sense,  but 
"  that  the  words  shall  be  taken  in  the  same  sense  , 
"  as  tlicy  would  be  understood  by  those  who  hear  ' 
"  or  read  them,  and  tor  that  purpose  all  the  words  ' 

ought : 
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*'  ought  to  be  taken  together." — See  Bidler''s  Nisi 
Prinx,  p.  4. 

Now,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  casting  behind 
you  the  base  misconstructions  by  which  you  have 
been  led  astray,  and  taking  the  law  for  your  guide, 
go  once  more  over  the  words  of  Mr.  Cobbett. 
*'  Dr.  Rush,"  says  he,  "  in  that  emphatical  style 
"  which  is  peculiar  to  himself,  calls  mercury  the 
"  Sampson  of  medicine.  In  his  hands,  and  in  those 
"  of  his  partisans,  it  may,  indeed,  be  justly  cc^n- 
"  pared  to  Sampson;  for  I  verily  believe  that  thfey 

'  *'  have  slain  more  Americans  with  it,  than  ever 
"  Sampson  slew  of  the  Philistines.  The  Israelite 
"  slew  his  thousands,  but  the  Rushites  have  slain 
''  their  tens  ot  thousands." 

'       What,  on  your  oaths  I  ask  you,  do  you,  upon 

I  hearing  these  words,  understand  the  writer  to 
mean  ?  Sholud  you,  had  you  read  this  passage   in 

I  a  foreign  newspaper,  have  concluded  that  this  Dr. 
Rush  was  in  the  habit  of  killing  people  zvith  deadly 

\  iceapoiis?  No,  no.  Gentlemen  ;  you  would  have 
drawn  no  such  conclusion  !  you  would  have  thought 
he  was  a  man,  who,  with  his  disciples,  follow- 
ed a  verv  bold  and  dangerous  svstem  of  medi- 
cine,  and  }ou  would  have  thought  nothmg  more. 
You  would  have  looked  upon  him  as  a  deceived, 
an  ignorant,  and,  ])erhaps,  an  obstinate  man  ;  but 
vou  would  have  attached  to  his  actions  no  idea  ot 
criminality ;  and  1  beg  you  to  observe  well,  that  it 
is  tor  accusinsr  him  with  criminal  killing  that  vou 
■ire,  on  this  count  of  the  declaration,  called  upon 
to  o-ive  a  verdict  a2:ahist  the  detendant  :  should 
'v'ou  comply  with  the  request,  the  future  rate  or 
our  characters  need  not  be  toretold. 

But,  Gentlemen,  I  will,  for  a  moment,  suppose 
'he  words  to  imply  killing  zvith  clcadljj  weapons,  and 
:  ven  upon  that  supposition,  I   maintain   that   they 
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are  not  actionable;  vind,  of  course,  that  they  ought 
to  make  nothnig  against  tlie  dcicndant. 

In  the  first  place,  they    are   too  indefinite  with 
tespect  to  the    persons  :  Dr.  Rush   is  confounded 
with    a  numerous   class,  called  the  Rushites ;  and 
the  persons  killed  are  neitlier  named  nor  described. 
The  law  is  extremely  scrupulous  on  these  points, 
and  positively  rejects  every  thing  that  has  only  an 
imaginarv  existence.     For  an  action  ot  slander  to 
lie,    on   account  of  an    accusation  of   kilUfig,  the 
words  must  not  only  evidently  apply  to  the  plaintitF 
as  the  killer,  but,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  it  must 
also   appear,   tliat  the  persons  said  to  be  killed  arc 
actually  dead ,  for  instance,  if  I  say  to  either  of  you, 
*'  Thou  hast  poisoned  A.  B.  and  it  shall  cost  me 
"  100/.  but  I  will  hang  thee:  no  action  will  lie  for 
♦'  these  words,  icifhout  proof  being  produced  by  t/ir 
«  plainlif,  that  A.  B.  iuiclualli/dead:'—ScQ  Jiollei 
Abridgment,  vol.  i.  ]:>.  77. — Thus,  you  see,  though 
the  killer  and  the  killed  are  clearly  designated,  the 
law  rejects  the   action,    because    the  death  is  not 
proved. 

But,  Gentlemen,  suppose  the  Doctor  were  to 
pull  out  a  list  of  his  patients  for  some  years  past ; 
suppose  he  were  to  point  to  the  populous  grave- 
vards  of  tliis  untortunate  citv.  and  sav.  These  are 
the  people  that  the  defendant  has  accused  me  of 
killing  with  deadly  weapons ;  and  suppose  you 
should  be  convinced  of  the  trutli  of  liis  assertion, 
still  the  action  will  not  lie  ;  unless  it  be  evident 
that  Mr.  Cobbctt  meant,  tliat  these  people  were 
killed  crimiualhjy  and  to  ascertain  tl-.is,  all  thcf 
words  must  be  taken  togctlier.  For  instance,  if  I 
say,  "  Mr.  Harper  is  a  thief  and  if  I  stop  there, 
an  action  will  lie  against  me;  but,  if  I  say,  "  Mr^ 
"  Harper  is  a  thief,  for  he  has  stolen  the  thoughts^ 
"  the  words,  the  expressions,  the  sentences,  and  evert 
"  xvhole  paragraphs,  from  Monsieur  Mallet  da  Pan, 

"  and 
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*'  and  dressed  tlicm  up  into  a  speech  for  Congress  ;'^  no 
action  will  lie  for  these  words,  I .  Because  the  latter 
part  of  the  words  are  satisfactorily  explanatory  of 
the  former;  and,  2.  Because  the  words  taken  all 
together  do  not  accuse  Mr.  Harper  of  any  crime, 
but  merely  of  a  little  of  what  the  law  calls  trover 
and  conversion,  and  what,  in  the  critic's  court,  is 
called  plagiarism. — A  case  more  in  point,  however, 
is  to  be  tound  in  Rolles  Abridgment,  vol.  i.  p.  72, 
where  it  is  said  :  "If  a  man  says  of  J.  S.  As  soon 
"  as  Buslie  liad  killed  Smith,  he  came  to  J .  S.  and  told 
"  liini,  lioio  he  hadv  killed  Smiili,  and  J.  S.  gave  Bnshe 
"  moneij  to  ship  him  azvaij ;"  the  law  says,  Gentle- 
men, that  no  action  will  lie  for  this  accusation, 
though  Smith  be  proved  to  be  dead;  "For,"  says 
tiie  learned  Reporter,  "  the  \\7)rd  kill  is  too  ge- 
"  neral,  and  a  man  mav  kill  another  in  his  own  de- 
"  fence,  &.c.  without  committing  anv  crim.e."  And 
if  the  word  /•///  does  not  imply  criminality  in  the 
act,  how  much  less  does  the  word  slai/,  which  is, 
now-a-days,  exclusively  appropriated  to  narratives 
of  battles,  and  is  ?iever  employed  as  a  substitute  tor 
murder  or  assassination,  whereas,  to  kill  some- 
times is. 

This  is,  however,  onlv  a  \^aste  of  time:  for  vou 
never  can  ha\e  believed  that  tlie  defendant  meant 
to  accuse  Dr.  Rush  of  c/7//?//2tf//j/ putting  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  Americans  to  death.  The 
suggestion  is  an  insult  to  common  sense,  and  a  dis- 
grace to  die  Judges  who  nave  suffered  you  to  listen 
to  it, 

The  oth.er  constructicjn  put  upon  the  words  of  the 
defendant  is  more  reasonable;  to  wit:  That  he 
has  accused  Dr.  llus.i  of  killiitg  his  patients  nith  hi^' 
remedies. — The  words,  taken  all  together,  do  not 
vx  arrant  this  construction ;  but,  admit  that  tliev 
do,  stil  they  arc  not  acrionable,  notwithstanding 
the  iv  sertion  ot  the  Lamed  Ingersol.     This  man  has 

Y  -'  told 
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told  you,  that  he  has  "  an  authority'  for  this  asser- 
tion. I  wish  he  had  told  you  n-hat  authority  it  was. 
Perhaps  it  was  Governor  (sometime  Chief  Justice) 
M'Kean  !  If  so,  I  applaud  his  prudence  in  keep- 
ing the  name  to  himself.  The  authority  to  which  I 
shall  appeal,  is  of  a  different  stamp. — "  A  man  says 
"  of  a  physician,  lie  hath  killed  J.  S.  in  the  Old 
'^  Jeicry  icifh  p/n/sic,  ichich  phi/sic  zcas  a  pill,  and  Dr. 
"  Atkins  and  Dr.  Padij/otuid  the  vomit  in  his  mouths 
- — This  is  no  vague  charge ;  the  meaning  ot  the 
words  is  by  no  means  dubious  ;  the  defendant  does 
not,  like  Mr.  Cobbett,  speak  in  figurative  language, 
and  qualify  his  assertion  with  a  phrase  expressive  of  x 
uncertainty  ;  the  accusation  is  to  be  literally  under- 
stood; it  is  clear,  direct,  \\  ith  the  circumstances  of 
manner,  time,  and  place.  Yet,  says  my  authority, 
*'  no  action  will  lie  tor  these  w^ords ;  tor  if  aphysi- 
*'  cian  gives  medicines  or  drugs  to  his  patient,  with 
"  an  intent  to  recover  him  trom  his  sickness,  tiiough 
"  the  patient  die  afterhaving  taken  them,  still  the  phy- 
sician is  not  punishable,  so  long  as  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  gave  the  medicines,  knowing  them 
to  be  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  disease.  It  the 
"  man  had  said,  that  the  phijsician  killed  J.  S.  aith 
"  medicines,  ichich  he  administered,  knowijig  them  to 
*'  be  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  an  action 
**  would  have  lain  tor  these  words." — Sec  Jiolle's 
Abridgment,  vol.  i.  p.  71. 

This,  Gentlemen  of  the  Turv,  is  the  Ian2:ua2:c 
of  the  common  law  of  England,  and  give  me  leave 
to  sav,  that  it  is  also  the  lansuao'c  of  reason  ;  for  it 
would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  an  action  ol  slan- 
der is  to  be  avoided  by  circumlocutory  phrases ;  by 
saying  in  many  words  what  might  be  said  in  i^^w. 
And  if  no  speech  and  no  writhig  is  to  be  made  use 
of,  which  c^n  be  fairly  construed  to  mean  that  a 
Dliybieian  has  killed  his  patient  by  his  remedies, 
then  I  say,  that  all  controversy  about  modes  of  cure 

must 
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must  from  henceforth  cease  ;  for  it  is  absolulelv  im- 
possible  to  speak  with  disapprobation  ot  a  physician's 
practice,  without  making  use  of  such  words  as  will, 
directly  or  indirectly,  imply,  that  lie  has-  killed  his 
patients  with  his  remedies.  Dr.  Brickell,  for  instance, 
in  remonstrating  against  the  treatment  of  General 
Washington  by  Doctors  Craik  and  Dick,  has  these 
words  :  "  Thus  do  we  see,  by  their  own  statement, 
"  that  they  drew  from  a  man  in  the  sixty-ninth  year 
*'  of  his  age,  the  cnonnous  quantity  of  eighty-two 
"  ounces,  or  above  two  quarts  and  an  halt  of  blood, 
"  in  about  thirteen  hours.  Very  lew  ot  the  most 
*'  robust  vouns:  men  in  the  world  could  survive  such 
'■^  a  loss  of  blood ;  but  the  body  ot  an  aged  person 
"  must  be  so  exhausted,  and  all  his  powers  so  weak- 
"  ened  b]j  it,  as  to  make  his  death  speedy  and  inevi- 
"  table.  Here  the  effect  foUoieed  the  cause  preciselij ;. 
"  the  physicians  soon  observed  the  powers  of  life 
*'  yielding ;  a  loss  of  speech ;  and  that  he  expired 
"  witliout  a  strufr<i;le  !  The  e.vcessive  bleeding,  had 
"  left  him  no  strength  to  struggle!  /" 

Now,  Gentlemen,  follow  the  rule  laid  down  by 
the  law,  take  all  Dr.  Brickell  s  words  together,  and 
vou  will,  at  once,  ])ercei\'e,  that  he  charges  these 
phvsicians  with  killing  General  M^ashington  \\ith 
their  remedies.  He  tells  them,  that  the  blood  they 
took  from  their  patient  rendered  his  death  inevitable; 
he  says  that  their  bleeding  was  the  cause  of  his  death ; 
and  that  the  f.a-e'i'.v/rc bleeding  left  him  m)  strength  to 
struggle  icith.  But,  are  these  not  t rut 'is  f  \\v\ 
shall  this,  or  any  other  man,  be  prevented  from 
speaking  and  publishing  these  sahitary  truths  ? 
Shall  he  be  h:irassed  and  [)rosecuted  ;  shall  he  be 
muzzled,  gagged,  or  fined  to  his  ruin,  because  he 
has  had  public  spirit  enougli  to  promulgate  truths 
so  necessary  to  the  preservation  ot  even  the  lives  of 
the  people?  and  all  this  merely  because  the  pro- 
mulgation tends  to  diminish  the  practice  and  pro- 

Y  ?>  tits 
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fits  of  a  second  Sangrado  and  his  bleeding  disci- 
ples .''  The  law  says,  No !  Reason  turns  with  dis- 
gust from  the  absurdity  ,;  Justice  grasps  her  sword, 
and  Liberty  revolts,  at  the  presumptuous,  the  ty- 
rannical position  ! 

Having:  no^^■,  Gentlemen  ot  the  Turv,  comnletciv 
justified  the  words  ot  the  defendant,  by  establish- 
ing the  fj'uth  of  those  which  are,  in  themselves, 
actionable,  and  by  proving  that  those,  the  truth  of 
which  does  not  admit  of  positive  proof,  are,  in  no 
sense,  actionable,  it  is  not  a  duty  incumbent  on  mc 
to  show,  that  none  of  them  were  published  \^'ith  a 
7nalicious  intent :  the  charge  ol  falsehood  being  dis- 
proved, that  of  malice  falls  of  course.  But,  Gen- 
tlemen, witnesses  have  been  produced  to  make  you 
believe  that  private  malice,  and  not  public  good, 
was  the  basis  of  the  publications  ;  and  the  defend- 
ant, strong  in  the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  indig- 
nant at  the  reproach  v\  ith  which  he  has  been  as- 
sailed, instructs  me  to  repel  the  ungrateful  insinu- 
ation. 

The  three  witnesses,  to  whom  vou  ha\'e  been 
listening,  are  all  physicians  (as  they  have  the  po- 
liteness to  call  themselves)  of  the  school  of  Rusli  ; 
two  of  them  were  his  pupils;  and,  I  trust,  no  one 
of  the  three  would  have  been  admitted  to  give  evi- 
dence, in  a  similar  case,  in  any  other  court  in  the 
world  ;  seeing  that  each  of  them,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  his  practice,  is  as  deeply  interested  in 
the  result  of  this  trial,  as  the  plaintiff  himself. 
Observe,  Gentlemen,  that,  when  Mr.  Cobbett 
speaks  of  the  deadly  eftects  of  the  systern  of  dcr 
pletion,  he  does  not  say,  tl.at  Iius/i  has  slain  "  his 
"  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,"  but  that  the 
"  Bzishites'*  (that  is,  all  those  who  follow  this  fatal 
system)  "  have  slain  tliei?'  thousands  and  tens  of 
''  thousands;"  so  that  the  persons  vv"ho  have  been 
admitted   to    give    evidence,    are,   virtually,  joint 

plaintiffs 


MARCH,  1800.  327, 

plaintiffs  in  the  cause  !  It  was  lately  decided  by 
the  Judges  in  this  very  court,  that  no  inhabitant  of 
Philadelphia  should  be  admitted  to  give  evidence 
against  persons  charged  with  the  transgression  of 
the  law  prohibiting  the  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings ;  because,  living  in  the  same  city  where  the 
building  had  been  erected,  he  might  possibly  be 
interested  in  the  result  of  the  trial.  And  if  this 
was  good  ground  for  exception,  how  much  better 
is  the  ground  for  excepting  to  the  evidence  of 
*'  Rushites"  in  the  present  case  ?  And  yet  this 
evidence  is  admitted  !  Is  this  your  impartiality  ? 
Blush,  Americans,  for  your  tranquil  submission ! 

But,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you  have,  howv 
ever,  heard  this  evidence,  and  therefore  I  shall,  for 
the  reasons  before  stated,  endeavour  to  remove  the 
impression  it  may  have  produced. 

'file  first  of  these  witnesses  is  James  Mease*, 
He  has  told  you,  that,  about  six  months  after  this 
action  was  commenced,  he  heard  the  defendant 
say,  speaking  of  Dr.  Rush:  "  Damn  him,  he  had 
*'  befk-r  nifhdraw  his  suit,  or  I  icill  persecute  him 
"  xvhiie  living,   and  his   memory  after  his  death.'* 


'  *  Besides  the  interest,  which  these  men  had  in  common  with 
Rush,  they  each  of  them  had  ^  />rhiU(:  gnulgr  against  me,  which 
will  clearly  account  for  their  volunteering  in  the  business,  and 
for  their  treachery  in  divulging  private  oonversaiions.  Mease's 
conduct  at  the  Island  was  very  severely,  though  very  justly, 
treated  in  Porcupine's  Gazette  j  and  it  will  be  remembered,  that 
he  hated  me  for  refusing  to  publish  his  base  and  assassin-like  at- 
tack on  poor  sottish  MilUin.  If  the  man  who  reads  this  note, 
lias  not  read  the  lirst  number  of  the  Rush-Light,  1  beg  him  to 
turn  to  it,  where  he  will  see  recorded  an  act  of  this  Mrase,  sur- 
passing in  ingratitude,  in  treachery,  in  cowardly  black-hearted 
malice,  any  thing  ever  imputed  even  to  the  inhabitants  ot  the 
infernal  regions.  And,  when  he  has  read  this,  let  him  recollect, 
that  this  iMease  is  the pu/>iJ,  the dcarfnctid,  and  one  of  tlie  trumpets 
of  Rush,  who,  in  his  Account  ot  the  Yellow  luver  of  17P3. 
iflessed  God  for  preserving  the  young  man's  "precious  lifel" 
Such,  or  nearly  such,  are  all  his  friends. 

Y  4  The 
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The  plain  truth  of  the  matter  is  this  :  Mr.  Cobbett 
went  to  the  Island,  where  Mease  was  king  Robin- 
son Crusoe,  along  with  an  English  captain,  who 
had  some  business  with  a  sick  sailor.  While  the 
captain  was  gone  to  the  hospital.  Mease  asked  Air. 
Cobbett  into  his  apartment,  brouglit  out  a  bottle  of 
wine,  and  gave  him  a  pressing  invitation  to  dinner. 
The  invitation  was  declined,  but  two  or  three 
glasses  of  wine  were  drunk,  and  a  conversation, 
of  the  rallying  bantering  kind,  took  place  ;  and, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  be  with  a  Rushite  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  v/ithout  being  pestered  with  <j.n  eulo- 
gium  on  the  fraternity  and  the  abominable  reme- 
dies they  employ,  Rush  and  his  lawsuit  soon  be- 
came the  topic.  Mr.  Cobbett  certainly  did,  on 
this  occasion,  as  on  many  others,  make  use  ot 
words  strongly  expressive  of  his  resentment  at 
*  Rush's  insolent  and  vexatious  appeal  to  the  law, 
and  he  well  remembers  threatening  to  make  him  re- 
pent of  it ;  but,  as  to  damning  him,  he  utterly  de- 
nies it ;  for,  though  he  has  to  atone  for  too  many 
sins  of  this  sort,  he  is  certain  that  he  never  so  tar 
degraded  a  curse  as  to  bestow  it  on  Rush.  And, 
with  respect  to  his  saying,  that  he  would  persecute 
his  memorij  after  his  death,  the  thing  is  absolutely 
incredible  :  he  mi2:ht  as  reasonablv  have  threatened 
to  persecute  the  memory  ot  a  butterliy  or  maggot. 
"  Can  the  Bush,''  says  Job,  "  grow  up  v/ithout 
"  mire  r  Whilst  it  is  vet  in  his  greenness,  and  not 
*'  cut  doren,  it  zcitiiere'tti  before  any  other  herb.''  Upon 
reading  these  words,  one  is  tempted  to  believe,  that 
the  holy  seer  really  had  the  Pennsylvanii;n  Hippo- 
crates in  his  eye  ;  for,  though  he  is  yet  in  his  green- 
ness, though  he  is  still  alive,  his  tame  has  perish- 
ed of  itself;  it  is  withered  and  dead. 

However,  Gentlemen,  what  degree  of  credit  so 
ever  you  may  be  inclined  to  give  to  the  testimony 
of  physician  Mease,  though  you  should  believe  that 

the 
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the  defendant  uttered  the  words  precisely  as  tlic 
witness  has  stated,  as  you  must  remember,  that 
these  words  were  uttered  eight  months  after  the 
suit  was  commenced  ;  and  that  they  cannot  tend  to 
establish  the  malice  imputed  to  the  publications,  for 
which  this  action  is  brought,  because  thev  express 
resentment  against  Rush  for  his  conduct  subsequent 
to  those  publications. 

The  next  of  the  volunteer  witnesses  is  John  Red- 
man  Coxe.  He  tells  you,  (jentlemen,  that,  on  the 
2d  of  October  1797,  which  was  some  weeks  after 
this  action  was  commenced,  he  was  in  ]Mr.  Cob- 
bett's  house*,  and  that  he  there  heard  him  say, 
that  "  he  did  not  believe  he  should  liave  said  so 
"  much  on  bleeding  or  mercurials  it  Dr.  Rush  liad 
"  not  been   the  founder  of  the    system."     Bv  the 


*  Yes,  this  subaltern  Sangiado  did  really  come  to  my  house 
about  this  time,  and  did  vtry  earnestly  intercede  with  me  in 
behalf  of  his  preceptor;  and,  by  the  same  token,  I  remember 
that  he  presented  me  a  list  of  the  physicians  of  Philadelphia, 
whom  he  very  strenuously  persuaded  me  to  lampoon  !  Upon 
this  Ust  were  the  names  of  Khun,  Wistar,  Parke,  and  several 
others ;  and  the  base  accusation,  which  lie  wished  771c  to  prefer 
against  these  respectable  gentlemen  and  truly  eminent  physician^, 
was,  that  they  had  deserted  the  poor  in  the  hour  nf  distress,  thau 
which  nothing  would  have  been  more  false  and  malicious,  or 
would  have  produced  against  th?.  parties  more  public  odium  and 
reproach.  "  Damme,"  said  the  little  bleeder,  "  shoot  one  of 
"  your  quUls  at  them  :  i/ou'U,  set  Jf'isUir  dancing  mad,  and 
"  he's  a  sli/  democrat."  1  resisted  this  eloquent  soliciuition.  I 
felt  no  inclination  to  set  Doctor  Wistar  dancing  mad  :  for,  w  hat, 
ever  might  be  his  political  opinions,  he  kept  tliem  to  him-ielf; 
and  I  had  always  heard,  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  private 
worth. 

Such  are  the  p«p/7i',  the  friends,  and  the  witnesses  of  Rush  ! 
Such  are  the  fellows,  who  have  the  impudence  to  come  forward 
in  a  court  of  justice,  and  accuse  me  of  underhand  malice! 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  them,  had  they  been  yet  unborn, 
Tlieir  great  leader  will  sink,  and  will  drag  them  all  down  with 
hiio  to  the  boUom  of  the  raire. 

little 
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little  cunning  sniveller's  noting  down  the  very  day 
of  his  visit,  it  would  appear  that  he  attached  great 
importance  to  these  words  ;   but.  Gentlemen,   you 
assuredly  cannot  belie\'e,   that  they  have  the  least 
tendency  to  establish  the  malice,  which  is  imputed 
to  the  publications  of  the  defendant.     Mr.  Cobbctt 
said,  *'  he  believed,  that  he  should  not  have  said  so 
*'  much  about  bleedinfr  and  mercurials,  li  Dr.  Rush 
"  had  not  been  the  founder  of  the  system."     What 
is  the  meaning  of  these  words  ?  Do  they  imply  ma^ 
lice  against  the  man,  as  the  babblers  on  the  other 
side  have  asserted  ?   No  such  thing,   Mr.  Cobbett 
having  ahvays  entertained   that  opinion   of  Rush, 
which  his  conduct  in  the  fever  of  1793  was  so  well 
calculated  to  confirm ;  having  always   looked  upon 
him  as  a  wild  and  persevering  experimenter,  and 
having  seen  him  publish,  that  he  was   "  resolved  to 
*'  slick  to  his  principles  and  his  practice  to  the  last 
"  extremity"    was  it   not   very   natural,    that   the 
character  of  the  man  should  increase  his  zeal  ajjainst 
the  system  ?     And,  was  it  not  as  natural  that  he 
should  sav,  that  he  believed  he  should  not  have  said 
so  much  against  it,  if  Rush  had  not  been  its  lounder  r 
Permit  me  to  put  a  case  to  you,  Gentlemen.     Sup- 
pose Jefferson  were  to  propose  to  you  a  new  alliance 
with  France  :  should  you  listen  to  it  with  the  same 
patience  as  you  would  to  a  similar  j)roposition  from 
Mr.  Adams  r     And  would  you  not  be    justified  in 
declaring,  that  you  believed  you   should  not  have 
said  su  r.iuch  about  it,  it  Jefferson  had  not  been  the 
proposer  ?     Should  you  not,  it  this  your  declaration 
were  brought  forward  as   a  proof  of  your  malice 
against  Jefferson    spurn   at   the  promoters   of  the 
charge  and  the  wretched  spies  they  had  employed  ? 
Were  you  free  men,  nay,  were  you  vassals,  were 
you  slaves,  were  you  any  thing  but  Americans,  you, 
certainlv  would. 

The 
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The  last  of  this  goodly  trio  of  betrayers  of  private 
conversation  is  JViUiam  Dewees*. 

And  here,  Gentlemen,  I  shall,  for  the  first  time, 
take  the  liberty  to  deviate,  for  one  moment,  -from 
my  subject,  in  order  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  father  of  this  witness.  This  is  fully 
warranted  by   the  manner  in  which  the  action  has 

I  been  attempted  to  be  supported  by  the  Rushite 
pleaders,  who  have  not  only  loaded  the  character 
of  the  defendant  himself  with  every  species  of  ca- 
lumny, but  have  most  shamefully  slandered  his 
honest  parents,  by  asserting  that  he  is  "  a  wretch 
''  cast. up  from  the  slime  of  m'cfnkind."     That  this 

(j   is  false  you  well  know,  and   that  it   merits  that  re-? 

'    taliation  which  truth  can  inflict  you  cannot  deny. 

,  The  gin-shop  pedigree  of  the  plaintiff  you  are  all 
accjuainted  with  ;  something  very  pretty  might  be 
said  about  the  relafiofis  and  the  descendants  of  the 
two    first    witnesses.    Mease  and   Coxe-\ ;  and   the 

*  I  have  shown  that  the  other  two  witnesses  had  a  private 
grudge  against  me,  and  tliat  Deii'ccs  had  also,  the  reader  will  be 
convinced^  \^hen  he  is  told  that  the  following  article  appeared  \i\ 
Porcupine's  Gazette. 

"  Another  Puff." 
(From  the  New- York  Gazette.) 

"  Messrs.  M'Kean  and  Lang, 

"  A  Philadelpliian  now  in  New- York  was  yesterday  sorry  to 
"  see  the  able  and  ustiful  Physician,  Doctor  Dewees,  in  this 
"  city,  knowing  that  his  absence  from  Philadelphia  will  prove  a 
"  serious  loss  to  the  afflicted  of  that  place. 

"  Sunday  Morning,  Sept.  17,   i/QT" 

Tins  arlicle,  \vhich  was,  most  probably,  sent  to  tJie  New- 
Yoik  Gazette  by  the  "  able  and  useful  physician  himself,"  was 
inserted  in  my  paper  immediately  after  my  comments  on  one  of 
Pk,ush's  most  impudent  puffs.  This  is  the  way  they  have  gone  on 
all  over  the  country.  There  Is  not  a  single  member  ot'  the  fra- 
ternity who  is  not  a  puffer. 

t  This  is  "  high  matter,"  and  will  form  a  separate  and  most 
quriouia  article  in  the  Rush- Light. 

following 
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following    account  ot   tlic  progenitor    of   Dewees 
seems  necessary  to  complete  the  genealogy. 

The  modesty  of  this  ^^  able  and  useful  physician" 
never  suffered  him,  I  dare  say,  to  suppose  that  the 
fame  of  his  ancestor  was  recorded  in  history  ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  will  teel  himself  obli<red  to 
me  for  acquainting  him  with  the  tact.  Mr.  Smyth ^ 
who  was  a  British  officer,  confined  as  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  during  the  revo- 
lution, and  who  afterwards  published  an  account  of 
his  treatment,  speaks  thus  ot  the  father  ot  the  wit- 
ness: 

"  All  this  time  the  gaoler  charged  us  at  an  ex- 
"  travagant  rate  for  diet,  fire,  and  candle,  besides 
''•  an  allowance  that  he  received  from  the  Conirress 
*'  for  that  purpose  ;  by  which  means  he    extorted 
"  every  farthing  of  money  from  us,  as  far  as  our 
"  credit  then  would   go.     But  being  determined 
"  not  to  run  in  debt,  I  at  length  retused  to  pay  him 
*'  any  more  than  the   Congress  allowed,  and   was 
*'  obliged  after  this  to  subsist  upon  bread  and  water 
"  alone  during   seven  weeks.     Tlus  gaoler's  name 
"  was   Thomas  Dcicees,  as  tyrannical,  cruel,  infa- 
••'  mous  a  villain  as  ever  disgraced  human  nature."] 
After  jMr.  Smyth  joined  the  Royal  Army,  he  camel 
with  it  from  the   Head    ot    Elk    to    Philadelphia.! 
"'  On  the  morning,"  says  he,"  "  of  the   day  that! 
*'  a  detachment  of  tlie    British   army  first  enteredj 
*'  Philadelphia,  a  number  of  the   Americans    felll 
"  into   my    hands,  and  amongst  the  rest    Ihonim 
"  Dewees,  the  cruel,  tyrannical  gaoler,  under  whose 
*'  iron  talons  1  had  suffered  so  long  and  severely.! 
"  As  soon  as  this  wretch  found   that   I  was    the! 

officer  commanding  the  party,  his  terror  is  not  to! 

be  described,  as  he   expected   nothing  less  thai 

immediate  death  ;  falling  on  his  knees,  he  begged| 
"  for  his  life,  and  for  mercy  :  I  desired  him  to  con- 
"  sider  what  he  merited  from  me.     He  acknow-l 

"  ledgedl 
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ledged  he  deserved  neither  favour  nor  compas- 
sion ;  said  that  his  orders  respecting  me  had  been 
more  rigorous  than  against  any  other,  and  owned 
that  he  had  executed  them  in  their  full  severity;  but 
still  most  earnestly  entreated  forgiveness.  I  told 
him  that  for  the  sake  of  his  innocent  wife  and 
children  (tor  he  had  a  large  family),  I  would  for- 
give him,  as  he  promised  sincere  contrition,  and 
proposed  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
Majesty :  this  he  readih)  performed ;  and  had  the 
audacity  afterwards  of  applving  to  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  to  be  appointed  Deputv  Provost  Marshal 
over  the  rebel  prisoners  in  Philadelphia,  in   tlie 

*  acccomplishment  of  w^iiich  pursuit,  however,  he 

*  veryjustlv  failed*." 

Such  is  the  account  which  liistory  gives  of  the 
father.  Now  let  us  judge  of  the  son,  by  the  evi- 
dence which,  in  this   trial,  he  has  Cfiven   with   the 

•  •         •  ^ 

intent  ot  establishmg  the  charge  of  malice  against 
the  defendant. — The  witness  relates  to  you,  that, 
being  at  the  detendant's  house  in  the  month  of 
Januarii  1797  (nine  months  previous  to  the  date  of 
the  publications,  on  which  the  action  is  grounded), 
he  heard  him  reprobate  tlie  Eulogium  on  Ritten- 
liouse,  which  Rush  had  just  then  delivered;  and 
tluit,  on  this  occasion,  he  heard  the  defendant  say, 
u'lat  the  Eulogium   was  "  too   republican"  adding. 

Damn  him,  I  :cill  attacic  Jum  for  it."  Hence, 
<'nntlemcn,  you  are  requested  to  believe,  that  the 

iblications  ot  September  were  no  more  than  a  ful- 

imentofthe  threat  oi  Jamiari/ ;  and  that   Rush's 

-^ystem  of  bleeding  was  attacked  from  political  mo- 


*  See  Smyths  Tour  in  the  \jsnED  Stvtes.     Ihese  ex- 
tracts are  taken   from  vol.  ii.  p.  293  and  422.     The  work  lius 
'  )ng  been  in  the  Philadelphia  library,  and  has  been  sold  in  every 
;iy  in  the  Unired  Slates 

,  tivcs. 
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tiv-cs,  and  not  from  any  opinion  that  the  defendant 
entertained  of  its  dangerous  effects.  Levi  has  told 
Vou,  that  Mr.  Cobbett  never  attacked  the  Doctor  s 
politics  :  "  not  a  word,"  says  he,  "  was  ever  seen 
"  upon  that  head  :  his  attack  was  desiijned  to  be 
*'  on  a  part  more  injurious  to  the  man  ;  he  threatens' 
"  in  January,  and  executes  in  September.  Thcf 
*'  arrow  was  stuck  in  his  side,  he  did  not  attempt 
"  to  draw  it  out  at  the  moment,  but  he  let  it  re- 
"  main  till  a  fit  period  for  making  it  telt." 

When  a  small   lawyer  gets  hold  of  a  figure   of 
rhetoric,  he  uses  it  as  aukvvardly  as  a  baby  docs  a 
knife,  sometimes  sei/insr  it  bv  the  handle  and  some- 
times  by  the  blade,  \^'hiic  the  compassionate  Jury 
sit   ttembling   with  anxiety   for  the  consequences. 
Such,  Gentlemen,   must   liave    been  your  feefings 
whilst   listenins:  to   the   illustration   of  Levi.     But 
the  nonsense  of  my  little  Moses's   figure,  palpable 
as  it  is,  is  not  quite  so  palpable  as  its  falsehood.     It 
is  false,  notoriouslij  false,  to  say   that  Mr.  Cobbett 
never  attacked  tlie  Doctor's  Eulosiiam   on  Ritten- 
house.     He  did  attack  it.     Xor  did  the  arroic,  as 
the  Israelite  calls   it,  remain  long  to  rankle  h->  ,his 
side.     lie  threatened  in  January  1797,  and  there 
is  not  a  man   amongst  you,  who  does  not  know^ 
that  in  his  Censor  for  tlievcnjsamemontJiofJaimanj, 
he  put  his  threat  into  execution.     Further :  which 
of  vou  has  not  read  the  last  "  Will  and  Testaiuent 
"  of  Peter  Porcupine,"  published  m  March  17.97? 
and  whicii  of  you,  then,  does  not  know,  that   the 
Lulogium   was  there   attacked  a  second  time,  pre-* 
vious  to  the  publishing  of  the   words  laid   in  the 
declaration  ?     The     silly   sans-culottish     Kulogium 
was   not    only  attacked,  but   was    destroyed,    and 
was,  by  the  defendant   and  every  body  else,  com- 
pletely forgotten  long  before  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber. 
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her*.  What  tlien  hecdmcs  of  the  support,  which 
this  part  oftlic  testimony  of  Dcwees  is  intended  to 
jrive  to  the  charjje  of  malice  ? — How  it  dwindles 
and  disappears  I 

The  latter  part  of  this  man's  evidence  is,  like  the 
former,  merely  presiunplive,  and,  upon  examina- 
tion, it  will  be  found  to  be  equally  destitute  of 
weight.  But,  Gentlemen,  there  is  somctliing  else^ 
of  which,  take  it  altogether,  it  is  also  destitute. 

He  has  told  you,  tliat,  notwithstanding  he  is  of 
the  school  of  the  American  Sansfrado,  Mr.   Cobbctt 


*  Mr.  Harper  said,  he  had  read  this  Euloginm  with  pleasure. 
If  Mr.  Harper  was  serious,  he  has  a  singular  taste  ;  for  I  can  tell 
him,  that  it  is  (or  was,  while  it  was  above  ground)  despised  by 
every  man,  possessed  of  critical  knowledge,  ore\en  of  common 
sense. — Mr.  Harper  (ihough  one  of  my  advocates)  further  ob- 
served, that  it  was  "  very  ivipcr/'un'rit  in  7ne  to  express  my  disap- 
'■'  probation  of  it,  for  that  1  had  jio  business  with  it." — ?vlr.  Har- 
pei's  notions  of  imjierline?ice  are  as  singular  as  is  his  taste  in  li- 
terary productions.     He  does,  however,  very  graciously  alloWj 
that  1  had  "  certainly  a  righf  io  find  fault  with  it."     This  was 
going  great  lengths  for  his  client ;   but  Mr.  Harper  will  oblige  the 
world  by  explaining  how  I  could  possibly  have  "  a  right  to  find 
"  fault  w  lib  it,"  if  I  had  "  710  liusines>i  wilh  it,"  and  if  it  was 
"  impertinence"  in  me  to  speak  against  it.     IMr.  Harper  does  not 
know  every  thing.     I  dare  say  he  does  not  know,  for  instance, 
that  the  vote  of  thanks,  passed  by  the  American    Philosophical 
Society  for  this  Eidogium  of  Rush,  was  carried  by  viere  faction  ; 
and  that,  ihough  it  was  said  to   be  unanimous,  it  was  actually 
opposed  by  the  most  learned  and  re«pectnblc  members,  amongst 
Whom  was  Bishop    Jf'hite,  whose  well-founded  objections  were 
replied  to  by  uncandid  and  bitter  political  reflections   from  the 
overbearing,  insolent  M'Kean. — Let   Mr.  Harper  learn  a  little 
more,  before  he  lakes  upon  him    to  reprobate  and  condemn  the 
opinions  or  the  conduct  of  those,  whose  intentions,  at  least,  are 
as  good  as  his  own      Let  him  claim,  let  him  receive  and  enjoy, 
all  the  popularity  he  deserves  for  his  zealous,  his  great,  and  cfH- 
eacious  endeavtmrs  in   support   of  the  governmeni ;   but,  let  me 
conjure  him  to  resolve,  before  he  undertakes  another  cause,  never 
to  seek  to  preserve  that  popularity  hv  traducing   the  character  of 
his  client,  though  that  client  should   have  the  mistbrtum-  to  be 
the  subject   of  a  king,  and   even   though   he  should   have    the 

I   fl^isfortune  to  have  paid  his  counsellor  beforehand. 

'  C'Hploijcd 
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employed  him  as  a  pJiysieian  in  hisfamihj,  find,  mmx'- 
over,  recommended  him  to  his  friends. — As  a  con- 
clusive refutation  of  the  former  part  of  this  state- 
ment, as  an  unquestional)le  proof  that  Dewecs  was 
never  Mr.  Cobbett's  })hysician,  I  miglit  remind 
you,  that  Mr.  Cobbett  is  ijet  alive.  He  might  re- 
])\y  to  this  impudent  assertion  of  the  witness,  in  the 
language  of  Boileau's  pitliy  epigram  to  Doctor  Per- 
rault,  of  which  I  will  give  you  an  humble  imita- 
tion. 

You  say,  then,  you  blood-sucking  elf, 

That  you've  been  our  physician  all  round  ! 
.    1  swear  that  you  ne'er  bled  myself, 

And  tlie  jjroot  is — Fm  yet  above  ground'^. 

From  this  testimony  of  Dewees,  however,  you 
are  requested,  and  almost  ordered,  to  believe,  that 
Air.  Cobbett  had  no  real  dislike  to  the  Rushite 
system,  but  that  his  attack  on  the  system  arose  from 
the  malice  which  he  entertained  against  the  man. — 
This  conclusion,  admitting  the  premises,  is  very 
imtair ;  for  the  evidence  does  not  state,  that  the 
witness  was  either  employed  or  recommended  by 
the  defendant,  in  cases  of  the  Yelloiu  Fever.     In- 


'■r  '(  Xu  dis,  done,  que  tu.  Monsieur  I'assassin, 
"  Mas  gueri  d'une  forte  maladie  ! 
"  La  preuveque  tu  ne  fas  pas  men  medecin, 
"  C'est,  que  je  suis  encore  en  vie." 

It  is  worlliy  of  remark,  that  the  Satirist  here  calls  Doctor  Per- 
rault  an  assassin,  and  that,  harsh  as  the  term  is,  Perrault  never 
brought  an  action  of  .slander  against  him  :  if  he  had,  all  the  sa- 
tisfaction he  would  have  obtained,  would  have  been  a  horse- 
feugh. — A  million  instances  might  be  produced  of  the  great  li- 
berty enjoyed  by  the  French  writers  under  the  much-abused 
Monarchy. — I  am  far  from  saying,  that  one  man  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  call  another  an  assassin  ;  but  a  court  of  justice,  under 
the  old  French  government,  would  have  cleorly  perceived,  that 
the  words  of  Boijcau  did  not  tend  to  create  a  belief,  that  Perrault 
was  actually  a  murderer  ;  and  they  would  have  justly  concluded, 
that  tlie  medical  character  which  was  endangered  by  an  epigram, 
was  net  worthy  of  the  protection  of  the  law. 

deed. 
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deed,  it  expressly  states  that  he  was  not ;  and  you 
well  kuozv,  that  the  defendant  has  had  the  Yellow 
Feve?^  twice  in  his  family,  and  that  it  is  tlie  Rushite 
treatment  of  this  disease  alone,  which  the  publica- 
tions before  vou  were  intended  to  destrov. 

But  this  general  reply,  thougli  quite  satisfactory, 
shall  not  content  me  :  the  witness  deserves  to  be 
exposed. — Being  asked  how  long  he  had  attended 
in  Mr.  Cobbett's  family,  he  replies :  "  from,  the 
"  return  of  the  citizens  in  1798,"  which  certainly 
means,  that  he  had  given  all  the  medical  assistance 
required  in  the  family,  from  the  autumn  of  1798  to 
this  present  time,  the  autunm  of  1799. — Now, 
Gentlemen,  recollect  that  this  man  was  sworn  to 
"  tell  the  truth,  the  xchole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
"  the  truth,  so  help  hijji  God;'  and  then  I  beg  your, 
attention  to  a  true  story.  • 

Doctor  Budd  was  Mr.  Cobbett's  family  Doctor, 
from  the  time  that  he  arrived  in  Philadelphia  to  the 
time  that  he  quitted  it ;  but  in  the  summer  of  1798 
Doctor  Budd  retired  into  New-Jersey,  where  he 
remained  till  the  people  returned  to  the  city.  Airs. 
Cobbett  was  at  this  time  pregnant,  and,  as  a  pre- 
caution, in  case  of  need,  some  one  was  sought  for 
to  supply  the  place  of  Doctor  Budd.  Mr.  Cob- 
bett was  situated  at  Bustleton,  fifty  miles  from 
Doctor  Budd,  twelve  from  Philadelphia,  and  eight 
from  Dewees.  Very  pressing  solicitations  were 
made  to  Doctor  Budd,  who  would  have  staid  at 
Bustleton  on  purpose,  had  not  his  family  demanded 
his  presence.  No  one  from  the  city  could  be 
thought  on  ;  because,  besides  the  great  risk  arising 
from  his  constant,  employment,  the  gentleman  en- 
gaged might  die  before  the  time  arrived,  and  Mr. 
Cobbett  knew  that  the  friends  with  whom  he  lived, 
had  some  objection  to  receiving  into  their  house 
persons  coming  from  the  seat  of  infection  and  mor- 
tality.    Under  these   circumstances,  Dewees   was 

VOL.  XI.  z  applied 
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applied  to,  but  not  till  after  repeated  efforts  had 
been  made  in  vain  to  secure  the  attendance  of  a 
reputable y^'w^/Zf  practitioner.  Thus,  then,  Granny 
Dewees  was  introduced  into  the  defendant's  family 
as  a  last  shitt,  a  poor  despicable  pis-aller. 

Mrs.  Cobbett  returned  to  the  city  before  the 
child  was  born,  and  Doctor  Budd  would  now  have 
been  the  man  :  but  as  Granny  Dewees  had  been 
bespoken,  and  as  he  had  been  put  to  the  trouble  of 
two  or  three  journeys  to  Bustleton,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  he  should  attend ;  but  not  without  the 
express  promise  of  Mrs.  Cobbett  to  her  husband 
that  she  w^ould  swallow  none  of  his  drugs,  and  that 
Doctor  Budd  should  be  called,  if  any  medical  as- 
sistance should  be  tound  necessary. — All  terminated 
well :  Granny  Dewees  pertormed  his  part  as  ex- 
*  pertly  as  any  skilful  dame  in  the  parish  could  have 
done,  and  there  ended  his  attendance  for  that  time. 

In  the  summer  of  1799  the  parties  were  distri- 
buted precisely  in  the  same  way  as  they  were  in 
1798.  The  dysentery  raged  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mr.  Cobbett,  who  was  afraid  that  his  little  boy 
had  got  the  disorder,  and  who,  thereupon,  wrote  a 
note  to  the  pis-allej\  Dewees,  describing  the  state 
of  the  child,  requesting  him  to  ride  over  to  Bustle- 
ton,  and  to  bring  with  him  what  he  thought  might 
be  of  use.  He  attended  the  next  day,  and  left  a 
packet  of  powders.  As  soon  as  the  man  of  science 
w^as  ffone,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobbett,  and  a  voun^r 
man  who  has  long  lived  in  the  family,  held  a  am- 
sidtation,  not  on  the  patient,  but  on  the  drugs  j 
which,  after  a  very  deliberate  discussion,  it  w^as 
unanimously  resolved  to  throw  into  the  fire. — The 
child  recovered  ;  Dewees  attributed  the  recovery  to 
his  mercurials,  and  has,  I  dare  say,  recorded  it 
amongst  the  w'onders  he  has  wrought.  He  was 
suffered  to  hug  himself  in  the  deception,  and  there 

ended 
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ended  his  "  atlcndunce,''  in  the  defendant's  family, 
for  the  second  and  last  time. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  was  this  attending  in  Mr. 
Cobbett's  family  ''from  the  autumn  of  1798?" 
Dewees  called  at  Afr.  Cobbett's  in  the  spring  of 
1799,  and  observing  a  mark  on  the  little  boy's 
arm,  he  asked  if  he  had  been  inoculated :  Airs. 
'  Cobbett  told  him  he  had,  and  he  well  knew  that 
he  had  not  been  the  inoculator.  He,  therefore, 
knew  that  he  had  not  attended  in  the  family 
'■'from  the  autumn  of  1798." 

This  witness  being  asked  icho  was  Mr.  Cobbett's 
family  Physician,  replies:  "  I  cannot  tell." — Hear 
the  truth,  Gentlemen.  While  he  was  attending  on 
Airs.  Cobbett,  her  little  daughter  was  taken  ill. 
Seeing  the  child  with  all  the  appearances  of  sick- 
ness about  her,  he  asked  what  remedies  had  been 
applied,  and  was  told  that  Doctor  Biidd  had  pre- 

I  scribed  for  her. — So  that  he  knexv,  and  could  have 
told  ivho  was  the  family  Doctor  of  the  defendant. 
Being  asked,  whether  he  had  ever  been  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Cobbett  to  any  other  families^  he 
replies :  "  Yes ;  frequently."' — The  timth  is  this. 
While  Mr.  Cobbett  was  at  Bustleton,  and  while  the 
physicians  were  all  employed  or  dispersed,  he  ad-- 
vised  two  neighbours,  one  in  the  dysentery^  and  one 
with  a  blccdimy  at  the  nose,  to  send  for  the  nis-aller. 
judging  him  to  be  somewhat  better  tlian  no  Doctor 
at  all.  Tivice  is  \'iO\.  frequent lij.  Frcfuiuntly  means 
oftentimes  and  commonly.  Besides,  it  Dewees  had 
recollected  that  the  oath  bound  him,  in  the  name 
of  God,  to  tell  the  whole  truthj  he  would  have  told 
you,  that  at  the  very  time  that  he  was  visiting  these 
two  neighbours  of  the  defendant,  another  neighbour 
was  taken  ill  of  what  was  I'lioao-ht  to  be  the  Yv^Jlow 
Fever,  and  that  Mr.  Cobbett,  who  could  have 
brought  Dewees  to  the  spot   in   an  hour,  sent  for 
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Dodor  uMoHgc's,  first  to  Philadelphia,  then  into  the 
Neck,  and  after  that  to  Jenkintown,  whence  he 
was  at  last  brought  to  the  patient,  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  night*  ! 

What,  then,  becomes  of  the  evidence ;  what 
becomes  of  the  character  and  conscience,  the  body 
and  the  soul,  of  Dewees  ?  f 

But,  Gentlemen,  of  the  Jury,  this  refutation  of 
the  verbal  testimony  was  entirely  useless  to  i/ou. 
You  wanted  no  intormation  on  the  subject,  but 
what  you  already  possessed.  You  all  know  of  your- 
selves, that,  when  the  Yellow  Fever  was  in  Mr. 
Cobbett's  own  family,  the  physicians  he  employed 
were  not  of  the  school  ofSangrado;  you  knoiv,  that 
they  were  Doctor  Monges  and  that  very  Doctor 
Stevens,  whom  the  impudent  and  insolent  Rush  had 
accused    of  slaying  more  than  the  sword,  and    to 

*  By  the  by,  this  recommenduig  and  sending  for  Doctors  to 
my  neighbours,  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  good  proof  of  that 
hardness  of  heart  a\\dLihAiinsigmJicance  in  society,  which  the 
lying  and  ungrateful  miscreants  of  Philadelphia  have  ajj'ected  to 
attribute  to  me. — Governor  M'Kcan,  lawyer  Hopkinson,  and 
lawyer  Levi,  were,  last  summer,  deposited  in  farm-houses  near 
my  country  retreat.  I'll  engage  no  neighbour  v/as  ever  troubled 
v/ith  their  soUcitude  for  his  welfare ;  I  believe,  that  no  one,  even 
of  the  most  wretched,  would  have  listened  to  a  recommendation 
from  their  lips ;  and  I  much  question,  if  my  word  would  not, 
apiongst  any  of  my  neighbours,  have  passed  for  more  than  the  , 
joint  ho7id  of  the  three. 

f  I  am  told  that  Dewees  has  said,  that  he  is  sorry  for  what  has 
happened;  and,  for  once  I  believe  him  most  sincerely  !  But  it 
is  a  pity  he  was  not  taken  with  this  fit  of  remorse,  before  he 
inarched  amongst  the  volunteers  to  the  Court,  to  betray  the  pri- 
vate conversation  of  his  customer. 

Strange  to  tell.  Rush  also  says  he  is  wrry  ! ! ! — Sympathetic 
soul !  I  dare  say,  it  grieves  him  to  death  to  be  force  d  to  receive 
oGOO  dollars  of  British  money!  It  is  said,  however,  that  he  has 
gottea  his  chariot  new  painted,  and  has  spruced  himself  up, 
since  the  "  liberal"  decision.  This  does  not  look  much  like 
mourning.  Wh-^ther  hi.s  sorrow  was  expressed  si?ice  the  gleam 
of  the  Rush-Light  began  to  appear,  or  before,  1  cannot  ascer- 
tain. 

whom 
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whom  the  defendant,  along  with  hundreds  of  others, 
owe  the   preservation  of  their  lives.     Neither  you 
nor  any  other  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  can  plead 
ignorance  of  this  fact,     Mr.  Cobbett  has  more  than 
once  made  his  public   acknowledgments  to   these 
preservers  of  himself  and  his  family.     A\'hat  further 
information,    then,    can   you    want  ?     You   know, 
that,  when  he  was  himself  attacked  by  the  dreadful 
disease,  in   that  awful  moment,  you  knoxc  that  he 
not  only  rejected  the  system  against  which   he  had 
written,  but  that  he  put  himself  into  the  hands  of 
the  very  men  whom  your  Rush  had  marked  out  as 
medical  murderers,  and  thus  gave  to  his  opinion  the 
pledge  of  his  life  !     What  better  assurance  could  he 
give  of  his  disbelief  in  Rush,  and  of  his  confidence 
jn  the  opposite  system  r     What  clearer  proof  of  his 
sincerity,  of  the  purity  and  benevolence  of  his  in- 
tentions, do  you  want }     And  what  clearer  proof, 
you  suspicious  and  ungratetul  people,  what  clearer 
proof  can  you  have,  unless  }^ou  rip  open  his  bosom 
and  look  into  his  heart  ? 

Here,  Gentlemen,  I  close  my  defence.  I  have 
shown  you  that  the  publications  of  the  defendant 
are  true;  and  that,  with  respect  to  his  intentions, 
the  imputation  of  malice  is  false.  You  must  be 
convinced,  that  the  action  is  vexatious  and  ground- 
less ;  that  it  is  a  war  ot  private  interest  and  ambi- 
tion, against  the  safety,  the  happiness,  and  the 
very  lives  of  the  people.  Standing  thus  upon  the 
firm  ground  of  justification,  I  disdain  hackneyed 
invocations  to  the  liberty  of  the  press.  The  de- 
fendant stands  in  need  ot  the  interposition  of  no 
imaginary  goddess ;  he  seeks  no  shelter  from  new- 
discovered  principles  and  new-fangled  institutions ; 
he  asks  no  other  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities, 
than  those  which  tlie  humblest  of  his  humble  fore- 
fathers enjoyed ;  his  motto  is  the  motto  of  his 
countrymen,  Nolumiis  leges  AnglicC  imUarii   from 

z  3  those 


342  THE  RUSH-LIGHT.  No.  TIT. 

those  laws,  the  common,  the  establlsl^ed,  the  anr 
cient  laws  of  England,  and  from  those  laws  alone, 
he  will  accept  of  protection.     From  })Our  hands  he 
begs  not   for   piercy,    but   demands  justice ;    and 
should  you  despise  this  demand  ;  should  you  listen 
to  the  suggestions  of  his  base  persecutors,  and   en- 
deavour to  "  make  \\m\  a  hlii^hfcd  picture  of  infami) 
*'  and  ruin"  I  venture  to  predict,  that  not   only 
your  efforts  will  prove  impotent,  but  that  you,  and 
your  country,  will  repent  of  pur  compliance.    ISIy 
word   for  it,  ruin  is  not  his  fate.     "   I  have  been 
"  young,  and  now  am  eld ;  yet  I  have  not  seen  the 
"  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his  seed  begging  bread." 
And,  though  you  should  succeed  in  wresting  trom 
him  the  fruit  of  his  care  and  his  toil ;  though  you 
should  embitter  his  life  with  domestic  distress,  you 
will,  thereby,  but  extort  fresh   proofs  of  his  iorti- 
tude  and  integritv,  and  of  the  baseness,  the  malice, 
the  ingratitude  and  perfidy  of  his  foes  :  you  will  only 
give  lustre  to  his  character,  and  stamp   intamy  on 
your  own.     Nay,  should  your  triends,  your  neigh- 
bours, your  countrymen,   and    the   world,  join    in 
applauding  an  iniquitous  decision ;  and  should  you 
go  on  rejoicing  to  the  very  verge  of  the  grave,  still 
you  and  your  accomplices  should  bear   in    mind, 
tliat  all  does  not  end  there,  and  that  death  is  not 
eternal  sleep.     The  witnesses,  to  whom  you  have 
listened  with  such  delight,  are  no  casuists,  I  ween, 
or  they    would  have   perceived,  that  giving  such 
.evidence  as  manifestly  tends  to  produce  a  belief  of 
what  is  not  true,  is  something  very  like   perjury ; 
^nd  that,  1  IE  who  has  said,  "  Thou  shalt  not  bear 
"  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour,"  will  not  be 
put  off  with  subterfuges  and  mental   reservations. 
Nor  would  I  have  you  torgct,  Gentlemen,  that  there 
is  another  tribunal  in  which  you  will  appear,  not  to 
judge,    but  to    be    judged ;  and  that,  affecting   to 
believe  what  you  do  ;iot  and  what  you  cannot  be- 
lieve, 
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lieve,  though  it  may  serve  here  as  a  convenient  ex" 
cuse,  w^ill  not  justify  you  in  the  presence  of  the 
Searcher  of  all  hearts,  in  whose  awful  name  you 
have  promised  to  do  justice  !  There  it  will  not  be 
asked,  whether  the  plaintiff  were  an  American  and 
a  republican ;  nor,  whether  the  defendant  were  a 
Briton  and  a  royalist :  the  only  question  put  to  you, 
will  be — have  you  acted  according  to  your  con- 
sciences ?  That,  and  that  alone,  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inquest,  and  the  ground  of  the  judg- 
ment ! 


POSTCRIPT  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

SINCE  the  foregoing  sheets  were  published,  it 
is  said,  that  the  jurors  declare,  that,  had  my  law- 
yers pleaded  my  cause  as  well  as  I  ha\'e  done  it  my- 
self, they  would  not  have  assessed  a  shilling  da- 
mages against  me.  Paltry  excuse!  There  is  no 
neiv  fact,  of  any  importance,  brought  to  light  by 
me.  They  knew  before  all  that  they  know  now  ; 
but  they  little  expected  the  exposure  which  has 
taken  place.  They  now  see  themselves  pointed 
at  as  a  set  of  perjured  villains,  and  they  lay  hold  of 
any  apology  that  presents  itself  I  will,  however, 
endeavour  to  preserve  their  vile  names  from  obli- 
vion a  little  longer, 

List  of  the  five  thousand  Jury. 

Isaac  Paxton,  hardwareman,   No.   ]0,   South  Third   Street; 
Win.  Jolly,  ironmonger,  No.  11,  Arch  Street;   Joseph  S.  Lewis 
(nephew   of  Saaiucl   Coats),  merchant,  No.  25,  Dock  Street; 
Isaac  Austin,  \^3i\.c\ia\diktT,  No.  7,  Arch  Street ;  77'i).  IVrii.  Annat, 
shopkeeper,   No.  21,   North  Second  Street;    George   Thompson, 
shopkeeper.  No.  I2p,  North  Third  Street;  Jacob   Sperty,  JiuLt 
looking  glass-man,    No.    1()5,    Market    Street;     John    Taj^gart, 
merchant.  No.  5,  and  11,  Nf)rtli  Water  Street;    /^«.  Roberts, 
house  carpenter.  No.  136,  Chesnut  Street  ;  Archibald  Bingham, 
shopkeeper,  No.  32,  North  Second  Street ;    Jacob  Rces,  shop- 
keeper. No.  151,  North  Third  Street;    Benjamin   F.  Garrigues, 
grocer,  No.  118,  South  Second  Street. 
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*^*  In  the  last  Number  I  put,  by  mistake,  John  Paxton  in- 
stead of  Isaac  Paxton.^-\  have  been  told,  that  Tboinas  W.  Armat 
threatens  to  sue  me.  I  wonder  what  has  filled  the  jiate  of  this 
Philadelphian  coxcomb  with  laxc  ?  Does  he  imagine,  that,  be- 
cause he  was  "dressed  up  in  a  little  brief  authority,"  on  the 
14th  of  December  last,  his  conduct  at  that  time  is  not  to  be  en- 
quired into?  Does  he  imagine,  that  his  having  been  a  juryman 
will  render  him  sacred  and  inviolable  ?  I  am  only  sorry  that  he 
is  too  insignificant  a  creature  to  attract  public  attention.  He 
puts  me  in  mind  of  those  little  vermin,  which  often  escape  a 
mortal  squeeze,  because  they  are  too  small  for  us  to  feel  them 
with  our  fingers. — I  request,  however,  that  my  correspondent 
will  not  exclude  this  article  from  the  English  edition.  The  Phi- 
ladelphians,  in  the  liey-day  of  their  m.ilignant  exultation,  called 
the  decision  against  me  an  important  one,  triumphantly  publish- 
ing the  names  of  the  jurors,  and  as  their  publication  never 
■was,  and  never  will  be,  read,  these  jurors  ought  to  thank  me 
for  snatching  their  names  from  oblivion. 


TO  THE  LIVERYMEN  OF  LONDON. 

Gentlemen, 

IF  you  are  not  a  mere  mob,  you  must  have  some 
little  desire  to  ]:now  in  what  light  your  public  con- 
duct is  viewed  by  the  rest  of  mankind ;  I  therefore 
take  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  and  your  countrv- 
mcn  in  general,  that  your  last  choice  of  a  Lord 
Mcnjor  has  procured  you  the  honourable  applauses 
of  all  the  republicans,  revolutionists,  rebels,  and 
regicides  in  America.  That  the  authenticity  of 
so  agreeable  an  article  of  information  may  noi  be 
a  matter  of  doubt  with  you,  I  here  insert  an  extract 
from  a  democratic  newspaper  of  New- York,  en- 
titled, the  "  American  Cilizen,"  which  extract  I 
humbly  recommend  to  be  nailed  up,  in  letters  of 
brass,  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  your  Guild- 
hull. 

"  Ne:c-York,  Fridaij,  March  18,  1800, 

"  We  publish  in  our  paper  of  this  day,  an  ac- 
"  count  of  the  proceedings  at  the  election  for  Lord 

*'  Mayor 
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"  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London.     The  London  pa- 
"  pers  which  we  have  received,  and  which  contain 
"  an  account  of  this   transaction,   are   of  an  older 
"  date  than  several  other  accounts  that  have  been 
"  received  from   Europe.      We  believe,  however, 
that  this  transaction  has  not  been   published  in 
any  paper  of  the   United   States ;  it  will,  there- 
fore, probably,    be   gratifying   to   many    of   our 
readers,  and  to  a  still  greater  number  it  must  be 
essentially  interesting,  to  know  the  political  sen- 
"  timent  that  is  prevalent  in  the   capitol  of  Eng- 
"  land.     It  is  not  the  mere    circumstance  of  the 
"  election  of  a  corporation  officer  in  a  distant  coun- 
*'  try  that  can  be  of  any  consequence  to  the  Ame- 
"  rican  Citizen  ^  but  consequences  drawn  from  cer- 
"  tain  facts  are  frequently  of  vast  importance  in  po- 
"  litical  calculation.     It  is  in  this  point  of  view, 
"  that  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  late  election 
"  in  the  city  of  London.     One  of  the  candidates 
"  in  this  case  was  the  known  and  decided  friend  of 
"  monarchy f  the  advocate  of  every  measure  of  Eng- 
"  lish  administration;  and  his  opinions  harmonized 
"  with  the  general    arrangements   of  the    govern- 
"  ment.     v^nother  of  the  candidates  possessed  sen- 
"  timents  directly   opposite.      Alderman  Combe, 
"  wlio  was  elected  to  the  Mayoralty  of  the  city  of 
"  London,  is  reputed  to  be,  and  we  believe,  with 
"  truth,  a  firm  republican  in  his  political  sentiments, 
"  He  has   triumphed  over   all  opposition,    which 
*'  shows  almost  unequivocally  a  certainty,  that  the 
*'  capitol  of  England  is  making  progress  in  the  dif- 
*' fission  of  republican  senti??ients ;  and  that,  from 
*'  this  single  circumstance,   there   is   reason  to  be- 
"  lieve,  that  energy  of  mind   in  that  country  will 
*'  rise    superior    to   the  political  degradation    into 
*'  which  its  government  has  endeavoured  to  preci- 
"  pitate  it.     Should  an  event  of  this  sort  exhibit 

itself 
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"  itself  in  England,  it  would  strengthen,  in  a  high 
"  degree,  rcpiihlicanism  throughout  the  ivorld,  and 
**  become  the  guarantee  of  the  best  interests  of  li- 
*'  berty  among  the  human  race," 

Now,  Gentlemen,  what  think  you  of  this  com- 
pliment ?  The  ])olitical  sentiments  of  your  eulogist 
are  here  fully  displayed,  and  the  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  his  eulogy  is  too  evident  to  escape 
you.  This  man  rejoices  at  the  result  of  the  late 
election,  because  the  candidate,  whom  you  have 
rejected,  is  "  a  decided  friend  of  inonarclnj,'^  and 
because  the  one  you  have  chosen  is  "  a  firm  rc- 
*'  puhlicanr  Hence  he  very  naturally  concludes, 
*'  that  the  "  capitoV  [republicans  are  not  the  most 
correct  writers  in  the  world]  "  of  England  is  making 
*'  progress  in  the  difiiission,"  [diffusion]  "  of  repub- 
"  lican  sentiments ;"  on  which  circumstance  he 
founds  a  malignant  hope,  that  the  government  of 
England  will,  ere  long,  be  destroyed,  and  that 
republicanism  will  be  strengthened  throughout  the 
world  ;  a  hope  in  which,  I  dare  say,  he  is  most 
heartily  joined  by  the  regicides  of  France. 

When  men's  political  conduct  is  such  as  to  merit 
the  enthusiastic  applauses  of  every  enemy  of  their 
king  and  country,  it  requires  no  comment ;  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  add,  that  I  trust  it  will  be  very  long, 
ere  "  a  reform  in  Parliament'"  will  enable  you  and 
your  numerous  brother-citizens  to  send  _/or(2/ Combes 
at  a  time  to  occupy  the  benches  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  for,  whenever  that  unfortunate  day  ar^ 
rives,  Britain  will  soon  be  what  Holland  now  is. 

Neto-Yor/i,  Peter  Porcupine. 

March  19,  1800. 


REPUB. 
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REPUBLICAN  MORALITY. 

Halifax  (Nova  Scotia), 
Ma.  Porcupine,  November  7,  1800. 

AS  the  newspapers  throughout  the  L^nited  States  of  America 
generaHy  contain  lists  of  what  the   people  there  (in  the  decent 
language  of  liberty  and  equality)  style  British  spoliations,  and 
as  I  owe  some  left  handed  compliments  tu  those  enlightened  ci- 
tizens, I  thought  I  could  not  better  discharge  that  part  of  my 
debt  than  by  communicating  to  thtm,  through  the  channel  of 
your    newspaper,  some    observations  on    the    case  of  the  ship 
Polly  and  cargo,  lately  condemned    in  the  Court  of  Vice-admi- 
ralty here.     As  I  know  those  virtuous  lovers  of  liberty,  delight 
in  misch'ef,  it  will  be  very  pleasing  to  them  to   add  this  case  to 
their  catalogue,  as  it   will  furnish  wliat,  in  the  republican  dia- 
lect, will  be  called  another  glaring  instance   of  British  piracy. 
Besides,  i;  will  be  pecul;;:rly  grateful  to  them,  as  it  will  furnish 
a  strong   proof  that  Jacobin  morality  gains  ground  last  in  the 
United  States,  and  will  afford  a    favourable  prospect,  that  the 
erroneous  opinions  our  foolish  ancestors  entertained   of  the  sa- 
cred obligations  of  an  oath,  give  way  fast  to  the  admirable  phi- 
losophy of  modern  republicans;  it    will  also  help  to  keep  up 
the  spirits  of  the  fraternity,  during  the  present  deranged  state 
of  affairs  -,  for  it  will  be  considered  a  great  point  gained,  when 
they  can  destroy  the  credit  which  is  due  to   public  papers;  for 
those  gentrylove  established  governments,  as  the  devil  in  old  times 
was  said  to  love  holy  water.  The  ship  Polly  was  laden  with  cocoa, 
indigo,  cotton,  coffee,  and  sugar;    and,    by  her  papefs,  both 
vessel  and  cargo  appeared  to  be  wholly  owned  by  Messrs.  Mann 
and  Foltz,  m.erchants  at  Charleston.    South  Carolina.     The  pa- 
pers stated  her  voyage,  when  captured,  to  be  from  Charleston  to 
Cadiz.     She  was  broua,ht  into  this   port  by  his  Majesty's  ships 
of  war  the  Hind  and  Termagant,     Her  papers,  and  the  proofs 
of  her  neutrality,  were  prepared  apparently   with   great   care, 
and  seemed  full    and  complete.     She  had.  first,  a  bill  of  health 
from  the  port  of  Charleston.     Second,  a  bill  of  lading,  signed 
by  Joseph  Taggart  ihe  master,  and  by  Mann  and  Foltz  as  the 
shippers  of  the  cargo,   at  Charleston  for  their  account  and  risk, 
consigned  to  John  White,  Esq.  at  Cadiz,   no  freight  to  be  paid, 
being  the  owner's  property.     Third,   A  manifest  and  clearance 
for  the  whole  cargo,  under  the  seals  and  signature  of  tlieotHccrs 
of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  Charleston,  by  which  it  appeared 
that   the  whole  of  this  cargo  was  shipped  in   August    last  at 
Charleston,  and  was  cleared  out  for  Cadiz.     Fourth,  An  affida- 
vit made  by  Mr.  Foltz  in  the  strongest  terms,  who  swears  that 

the 
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the  whole  of  this  cargo  actually  belonged  to  him  and  Mr. 
Mann,  his  partner,  merchants  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  no  other  person  whatsoever  had  any  interest 
therein,  directly  or  indirectly.  This  affidavit  is  made  before  a 
notary  public  at  Charleston,  of  the  name  of  John  Mitchell, 
who  certifies  the  same  under  his  seal,  with  the  usual  formalit)', 
and  also  ceitities  the  respectability  and  citizenship  of  Mann 
and  Foltz ;  and  for  fear  there  should  be  any  doubt  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  paper,  certificates  from  the  British  and  Spa- 
ni'ih  consuls  are  annexed,  to  establish  the  official  situation  of 
Mr.  Mitchell  (which  leads  me  to  express  a  strong  wish  that 
his  Majesty's  consuls  will  be,  in  future,  a  little  more  cautious 
how  they  affix  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  to  such  trumpery). 
Fifth,  A  roll  of  equipage.  Sixth,  Letters  patent,  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  United  States,  signed  by  the  President  and 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  recommending  this 
vessel  to  the  protection  of  all  the  nations  on  earth,  she  being 
wholly  owned  by  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica ;  to  which  is  annexed  an  affidavit  made  by  Taggart  the 
master,  who  swears,  that  no  subject  of  the  belligerent  powers 
has  any  interest  in  this  vessel,  directly  or  indirectly.  Seventh, 
A  letter  of  instructions  to  the  master,  signed  IVIann  and  Foltz, 
who  order  him  to  deliver  this  cargo  to  White  at  Cadiz,  who  had 
orders  to  remit  the  proceeds  to  London,  and  they  direct  him, 
either  to  return  with  freight  or  a  cargo  of  salt  to  Charleston. 
Lastly,  An  invoice  and  letter  from  Mann  and  Foltz  to  White, 
advising  him  of  their  having  shipped  this  cargo  to  his  address, 
and  request  him  to  remit  the  proceeds  for  their  account,  to  Mr. 
John  Shoulbred,  of  London. 

This  vessel  sailed  from  Cadiz  last  December,  as  an  American 
vessel  commanded  by  one  Howland  ;  Noili,  who  was  on  board, 
passed  as  a  passenger,  and  brought  in  her  to  Charleston  a  cargo 
of  wine,  brandy,  vinegar,  fruit,  and  dry  goods;  on  his  arrival 
there  he  discharged  Howland,  and  appointed  Taggart,  who 
bad  been  the  mate,  to  be  master,  and  appointed  his  brother 
mate.  Without  discharging  this  cargo  at  Charleston,  which 
was  registered  in  the  custom-house  at  Cadiz  (as  appears  by  the 
papers  found  on  board),  as  the  property  of  Spaniards,  to  be  de- 
livered at  Laguira  ;  they  procured  American  papers,  to  show 
that  the  cargo,  being  die  property  of  American  citizens,  was 
shipped  for  Laguira  at  Charleston,  on  board  the  American  ship 
Polly,  both  vessel  and  cargo  the  property  of  American  citizens, 
dwelling  at  Charleston:  Under  cover  of  these  papers  they  ar- 
rived at  Laguira,  where  Noili  disposed  of  the  cargo  agreeably 
to  its  original  destination,  and  loaded  the  present  cargo,  prin- 
cipally for  the  account  of  the  house  of  Beine,  at  Cadiz.  At 
Laguira  be  and  Taggart  formed  a  set  of  papers,  to  show  that 
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Taggart  had  purchased  this  cargo,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  out- 
ward cargo,  owned  by  Mann  and  Foltz,  and  that  he  had  shipped 
it  for  their  account  and  risk,  to  be  delivered  to  them  at  Char- 
leston, A\'ith  these  papers  the  vessel  sailed  for  Laguira,  actu- 
ally bound  to  Cadiz,  but  to  touch  at  Charleston,  for  the  express 
pvirpose  of  procuring  American  papers,  as  fully  appeared  by 
the  papers  found  concealed.  Noili  staid  at  Laguira,  and  he 
mentions,  in  cue  of  his  letters,  his  fear  that  if  the"£ncrli«h  found 
him  on  board  it  might  condemn  the  whole.  The  vessel  arrived 
safe  at  Charleston — the  master  having,  with  his  false  paper,  de- 
ceived the  officers  of  a  British  frigate,  by  whom  he  was  exa- 
mined during  this  passage.  At  Charleston  he  shipped  a  new 
crew,  and  having  procured  American  papers  of  all  kinds,  with- 
out landing  the  cargo,  he  sailed  for  Charleston. 

The  master,  and  his  brother  the  mate,  v.hose  name  is  Samuel 
Taggart,  were  examined  on  oath  ;  they  call  themselves  citizens 
cl  Rhode-Island,  and  confirnned  the  account  given  of  this  ves- 
sel and  her  cargo  by  her  papers,  and  declared  tiiat  no  papers  of 
any  kind  \vhatever  had  been  destroyed  or  concealed  in  any 
shape.  The  crew  having  been  shipped  at  Charleston,  after  this 
ship  was  ready  for  sea,  could  give  no  account  about  her.  The 
cook,  unfortunately  for  the  concerned,  had  not  been  converted 
from  the  Christian  to  the  Jacobin  religion,  and  was  foolish 
enough  to  believe  that  he  was  bound  to  tell  the  truth,  when  exa- 
mined on  oath  ;  and  the  stupid,  silly  fellow  told,  how  Samuel 
Taggart  the  mate,  after  the  vessel  was  brought  to  by  the  ships 
of  war,  ordered  him  to  burn  a  quantity  of  papers,  which 
from  the  appearance  he  supposed  to  be  the  log-book  ;  that 
be  burned  the  whole  in  the  mate's  presence.  The  master 
claimed  this  vessel  and  cargo  for  Mann  and  Foltz,  and  after 
the  cause  had  been  considerably  investigated,  several  letters 
and  papers  were  found  concealed  between  the  lining  of  the 
cabin  and  the  stern-post  of  the  ship,  which  gave  the  com- 
plete history  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  and  fully  proved,  tliat  the 
whole  of  the  papers  and  affidavits  before  mentioned  were  a 
composition  of  sliameful  faKehoods  fabricated  by  persons 
calling  the  nselves  American  citizens,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
ceiving the  British  nation,  and  prevent  its  making  prize  of 
(be  property  of  it>  enemies.  Whut  they  were  to  receive  for 
their  services  is  best  known  to  themselves  ;  though  I  believe, 
from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  that  the  market  was 
overstocked  with  the  consciences  of  American  neutrals,  and 
that  in  the  present  enlightened  century  they  fell  for  a  very 
low  rate.  It  was  fully  ascertained  by  these  letters  and  pa- 
pers, that  this  vtshcl  and  cargo  belonged  to,  and  were  under 
the  sole  management  of  a  Spaniard  named  Guillaunie  Noili  ; 
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that  the  whole  of  the  cargo  was  put  on  board  this  vessel, 
at  Lagnira,  under  his  sole  direction  and  management;  the' 
register  from  the  Spanish  custom-house  clearly  showed  thei 
whole  to  be  the  proper!)'  of  Spanish  merchanis.  and  from 
it  and  other  papers  it  fully  appeared  that  Mann  and  Foltz 
did  not  own  one  shilling's  worth  of  the  property,  unless  they 
could  pretend  to  own  some  cocoa  and  indigo,  to  the  value  of 
four  thousand  dollars,  which  Noili  directs  his  cofrespondent 
to  deliver  to  their  order  at  Cadiz,  free  of  freight,  or  com- 
mission, as  he  hoped  they  would  charge  no  commission  for  the 
services  at  Charleston. 

After  this  statement,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  should 
say  the  unjust  judge  (as  this  virtuous  race  of  neutrals  are 
pleased  to  style  the  judge  of  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty) 
condemned  both  vessel  and  cargo,  and  I  need  not  tell  you 
how  glad  I  am  that  the  next  proceeds  will,  in  a  few 
days,  be  distributed  amongst  some  of  those  brave  men  who 
are  the  defenders  of  the  civilized  world.  But  I  cannot 
conclude  without  observing,  that  if  this  case  should  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  American  Government,  and  it  ne- 
glect to  procure  those  papers,  and  decorate  the  pillory  with 
them,  and  the  ears  of  the  good  citizens  Mho  fabricate  them, 
I  feel  little  doubt,  in  my  opinion,  that  that  feeble,  phi- 
losophic government  will  soon  pass  away  li'ke  an  empty 
shadow ;  and  it  will  remain  with  the  people  who  profess 
the  Christian  religion,  to  unite  in  forming  a  strong  and 
energetic  government,  sufficiently  powerful  to  erase  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  a  set  of  vile  miscreants  who  deny 
the  existence  of  God,  and  comfort  their  doubting  converts 
with  the  hope,  that,  even  if  they  should  find  death  to  be: 
other  than  eternal  sleep,  yet  that  it  would  require  only 
one  grand  revolutionary  movement  to  republicanize  the 
infernal  regions,  and  establish  a  democracy  in  HelJ. 

I  am,  &c. 

E. 

Such,  reader,  is  American  moraliti) !  Such  is 
the  morality  of  a  people  who  have  taken  for 
their  motto,  "  Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Independence  /" 
— I  have  at  times  seen,  in  those  Britisli  prints 
which  are  famed  for  nothing  but  their  attach- 
ment to  the  enemies  ot  Britain,  very  severe  re- 
flections on  the  conduct  which  owr  naval  com- 
manders and  Admiralty  judges  have  been  "  s,uiity 
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"  of"  (as  it  is  phrased),  towards  the  American 
neutrals,  I  trust  that  the  facts  stated  in  the 
above  letter  will  induce  all  loyal  subjects  to 
doubt  the  truth    of  the   accusations   which    these 


seditious  prints  are    continually  prelerring  a 
his  Majesty's  civil  and  military  officers. 


gamst 
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A  Peep  into  a  Republican  Court  of  Justice, 

"An  Englishman  loves  liberty,  but  he  loves  it  not  for  the  sake 
"  of  the  mere  nai:.e;  he  must  have  something  substantial  that 
**  results  from  it ;  something  that  he  can  see  and  ft,el :  this  he 
"  has  in  the  freedom  of  ii  s  person,  and  the  security  of  his 
"  property.  An  Englishman,  thcrci'ort,  thinks  more  of  his  ao'// 
"  than  his /C'///;V«/ liberty." 

Reeves's  Thoughts,  ic.  Let.  I. 


I 


I  IX  the  precedmg  Numbers  of  the  Rush-Light,  I 
have  given  a  sketch  of  the  parentage,  and  of  the 
moral  and  literary  character  of  Rush  j  I  have  de- 
tailed the  insolent  absurdities  of  his  general  con- 
duct, and  the  frightful  consequences  of  his  system 
of  depletion  ;  and  I  have,  I  trust,  most  satisfac- 
torily justified  the  words,  for  the  publication  of 
which  the  oppressive  and  unprecedented  judgment 
was  given  against  me,  in  the  city  of  Phiiadel|/liia. 
Here  then  I  s'liould  stop,  were  my  design  confined 
to  a  defence  of  my  own  character,  and  to  the  blast- 
ing of  that  of  my  persecutors.  But  as  I  observed 
in  the  introduction  to  the  subject,  my  views  extend 
to  far  greater  utility ;  and  therefore,  though  the  in- 
justice towards  myself  is  already  universally  ac- 
knowledged ;  thoudi  it  has  excited  the  indignation 
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oF  every  honest  man  ;  though  it  has  roused  into  ac- 
tion, in  my  favour,  every  latent  sentiment  of  friend- 
ship, and  has,  witli  respect  to  me,  in  a  j^reat 
measure  extinguished  the  ardent  embers  of  poUtical 
hatred  ;  though  every  wish  of  a  private  nature  is 
gratified  even  to  satiety,  still  the  public  and  the 
world  have  on  me  a  claim  which  it  would  be  a  de- 
reliction ot  duty  to  resist. 

Tlie  Narrative  of  the  juridical  ])roceedings  in  the 
cause  of  Rush,  furniiihes,  as  I  observed  before,  a 
series  of  facts,  ol  which  justice  to   the   people  of 
America,  justice   to    foreign  nations,  and   particu- 
larly to  the  deceived  and   infatuated  In  my   native 
country,  demand  an  ample  exposure.     This  subject 
is  of  some  importan.ce  to  every  man  who  has  the 
slightest  notion  of  real  liberty,  or  the  least  desire 
to  secure  its  enjoyment.     The  character  and  con- 
duct of  Rush,  the  fatal  effects  of  his  medical  prac- 
tice, and  the  decision  against  me,  are,  in  different 
degrees,  all  matters  ot  private  or  local   considera- 
tion;  but  the   proceedings  of  courts  of  justice,  as 
they  stamp  the  character  of  a  state,  and  form  the 
truest  criterion   of   its   government,    are  in   some 
measure  interesting  to  all  persons,  and  in  all  places. 
Political  lihcrly  is  a  matter  of  speculation   rather 
than  of  interest ;  it  is  an  imaginary  something  of 
meaning  undefined,  and  is,  at  best,  a  very  distant, 
if  not  a  very  questionable,  good.     But  civil  liberty ^ 
which  is,  perhaps,  better  expres.sed  by  the  single 
w^ord  ,7/^s7/c^,  is  clearly  defined  and  understood,  and 
is  ardently  beloved  by  us  all :  it  brings  us  into  con- 
tact with  the  government,  the  excellence  of  which 
it  makes  us  teel :  it   comes  to  our   homes  and   our 
fire-sides  j  it  throws  a  rampart  round   our  property 
and  a  shield  betore  our  persons ;  it  is  our  guide  and 
our  help  through  the  day,  and  our  guardian  when 
we  lie  down  to  sleep.     This  is  the  liberty  of  which 
our  forefathers  were  so   proud  :  this  is   the  liberty 

which 
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which  their  blood  so  often  flowed  to  preserve  to 
their  children.  What  degree  of  this  Hbertv  is  en- 
joyed  in  America,  the  tollowing  narrative  will 
evince. 

The  malicious  Suit  of  Rush  a2:ainst  me  was 
brought  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  my  first  object  was,  to  remove  the 
suit  from  that  Court  to  the  circuit  of  the  United 
States,  a  removal  N^'hicii  my  being  an  alien  gave  me 
a  right  to  demand,  but  which  was,  by  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  absolutely 
refused. 

The  nature  ot  the  Courts  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
and  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  are  understood 
by  some  few  persons  in  America ;  but  as  I  hope 
the  Rush-Light  will  be  read  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  some  little  explanation  respecting  these 
Courts  appears  to  me  to  be  necessary. 

The  several  States  composing  those  dominions 
which  are  known  to  foreign  natrons  by  the  title  of 
The  U?u'ted  States  of  America,  are  so  many  distinct 
and  independent  sovereignties,  and  not,  as  is  gene- 
rally imagined  in  Great  Britain,  so  many  counties 
or  provinces.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  in- 
stance, has  its  own  governor,  who  is  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive magistrate,  and  whose  autliority  is,  in 
many  respects,  less  limited  than  that  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  It  has  besides  its  two  houses  of 
Legislators,  who,  with  the  Governor,  make  laws 
for  tlie  government  of  the  State,  and  who  are  un- 
controlled by  any  other  power  whatever.  In  like 
manner  it  has  its  own  Judges,  who  are  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  but  without  the  advice  or  consent 
of  a  privy  or  other  counsel,  and  without  the  in- 
strumentality of  any  ministers,  on  whom  responsi- 
bility will  attach. 

In  some   of  the  other  States,  the  power  of  the 
Governors  is  rnore  limited-,  in  that  of  New-Yoik, 
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for  instance,  there  is  a  Council  of  Appointment  •, 
but  every  State  is  totally  independent  of  all  the 
others,  and,  as  far  as  relates  to  jurisdiction,  it  is 
also  independent  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  judiciary  of 
this  latter  has,  in  all  the  States,  what  is  called  a 
connirrent  jurisdiction  ;  which  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion is  expressly  provided  for,  in  cases  where  an 
alien  is  a  party. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  very  clear 
on  this  head.  It  says,  in  Sect.  II.  "  The  judicial 
"  power  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  all 
"  controversies  befii'een  a  State,  or  citizens  thereof, 
**  a)id  foreign  States,  citizens,  or  subjects.'' 

In  order  to  obviate  misconstruction,  and  more 
fully  to  provide  for  the  due  observance  of  this  part  of 
the  constitution,  so  necessar}'"  to  the  security  of  the 
property  of  aliens,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  amongst  the  first  of  its  proceedings  under 
the  present  Constitution,  passed  a  law,  which  says: 
"  And  be  it  further  enacted*,  that  if  a  suit  be  com- 
"  menced  in  any  State  court  against  an  alie?i,  and 
"  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  aforesaid  sum 
"  of  five  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs,  to  be 
"  made  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court ;  and 
"  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of  entering  his 
"  appearance  in  the  said  State  court,  tile  a  petition 
*'  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  into  the 
"  next  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
*'  neld  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is  pending,  and 
*'  shall  offer  good  and  sufficient  security  for  his  en- 
**  taring  in  such  Court  on  the  first  day  of  its  session, 
*'  copies  of  said  proceedings  against  him,  and  also 
",  for  his  there  appearing  and  entering  special  bail 


*  This  law  was  passed  on  the  24th  of  September  178Q.     See 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i.  p.  56, 
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"  in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  was  originally  requi- 
"  site  therein,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
*'  court  to  accept  the  surety,  and  proceed  no  furtht^r 
"  in  the  case.'' 

Such  is  the  provision  which  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  made  for  the 
security  of  the  property  of  aliens ;  and  whoever 
knows  any  thing  of  America,  whoever  is  in  the 
least  acquainted  with  the  national  partialities  and 
antipathies  which  mark  the  words  and  the  conduct 
of  but  too  manv  of  the  rulers  of  the  individual  States, 
must  at  once  perceive  that  such  provision  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  In  Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  it 
was  notorious,  that  all  the  influential  officers  of  the 
government,  executive  and  judiciary,  bore  an  im- 
placable hatred  against  Great  Britain,  and  all  her 
loyal  subjects;  and  though  a  ./z//;?/ stood  between 
these  rulers  and  the  British  subject,  yet  it  was 
equally  notorious,  that  that  jury  must  be  chosen  by 
a  man,  who  held  his  lucrative  office  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  rancorous  Governor. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  what  justice  had  a 
Briton  to  expect  in  the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania  ? — 
Besides,  there  is  an  absolute  absurdity  in  his  being 
compelled  to  plead  in  those  Courts  ;  for  who  ought 
to  administer  justice  to  an  alien,  but  that  govern- 
ment who  makes  treaties,  and  who  maintains  all 
the  nationafintercourse  with  the  sovereign  of  that 
alien  ?  What  does  His  Britannic  Majesty,  or  what 
do  his  subjects,  know  of  the  government,  or  of' the 
courts,  of  Pennsylvania  ?  They  may  hear  of  them, 
indeed,  and  they  may  stare  at  their  transactions  j 
but  that  is  all.  When  a  British  subject  contem- 
plates on  a  residence,  or  on  placing  his  property  in 
the  United  States,  he  looks  up  for  security  to  the  j 

government  of  those  United  States  ;  and  in  order  to  / 

estimate  the  security,  where  should  he  look  but  into  ^ 
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the  constitution  and  the  laws  on  which  alone  that 
security  depends  ? 

But  if  British  subjects  in  general  were  insecure  in 
the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  how  much  more  inse- 
cure was  I,  against  whom  it  was  well  known  that 
not  only  the  Governor,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Attorney-General,  but  even  the  Chit;!  Justice,  who 
was  to  preside  at  the  trial,  had  a  personal  and 
mortal  g-rudge  ?  I  therefore  resolved  on  removins^ 
the  cause,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  remons- 
trances of  my  lawyers,  who  made  use  ot  every  Ar- 
gument that  could  be  thought  of,  to  persuade  me 
to  abandon  my  intention.  They  were  fully  of 
opinion,  that  there  was  no  danger  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  declaring  myself, 
in  open  court,  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, would  be  tantamount  to  a  declaration  that 
monarchy  was  preferable  to  republicanism,  and 
would  of  course  not  only  be  very  offensive  to  the 
Court  before  whom  such  declaration  was  made, 
but  would  inevitably  tend  to  render  me  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people  of  America,  and  to  weaken 
the  force  of  all  my  future  publications. 

My  lawyers  \\  ere  Mr.  Thomas  and  ivlr.  Edward 
Tilghman.  When  this  advice  ^\  as  given,  I  had 
every  reason  to  suspect  the  former  or  the  basest 
treachery  5  but  in  the  fidelity  of  the  latter  I  had 
then,  as  I  still  have,  the  most  implicit  confidence. 
The  reasons,  however,  on  which  the  advice  was 
grounded,  were  far  from  being  satisfactory  to  me. 
Declaring  myself  the  subject  of  my  Sovereign  was 
no  more  than  the  formal  assertion  of  a  truth  that 
did  me  great  honour  ;  it  was  saying  nothing  for,  or 
against,  either  monarchy  or  republicanism  ;  and  as 
to  its  giving  offence  to  tlie  Court,  or  to  the  people 
pf  America,  the  idea  appeared  to  me  perfectly  ab- 
surd. What !  said  I,  you  enter  into  a  solemn  treaty 
with  my  King,  in  which  treaty  you  recognise  my 

right 
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right  as  a  British  subject  to  come  and  live,  and 
carry  on  trade  amongst  you,  in  return  for  which 
recognition  you  receive  an  equivalent ;  and  you 
have,  after  this,  the  assurance  to  tell  me,  that  I 
must  forbear  to  plead  my  title  "of  British  subject, 
forego  the  protection  it  offers  me,  and  passively 
submit  to  injustice  and  ruin,  lest  the  Court  and  the 
people  of  America  should  be  ojfhided !  AVhat, 
added  I,  would  you  say,  were  such  advice  as  this 
given  to  an  American  living  in  the  British  domi- 
nions ?  What  would  you  say,  were  he  told,  that 
to  disown  and  forswear  his  country  were  the  only 
means  of  avoiding  legal  injustice  and  public  odium  ? 
And  what,  in  the  name  of  God  !  w^hat  pretensions 
has  an  American  to  superioritv  over  a  Briton  ?  Is 
his  country  more  dear  to  him  than  mine  is  to  me  ? 
Are  his  fellow-citizens  more  honest  and  more  gene- 
rous than  my  fellow-subjects  ?  are  they  more  tamous 
for  learning  and  for  noble  deeds  ?  Are  his  rulers 
more  powertal,  more  wise,  more  magnanimous, 
or  more  just,  than  my  sovereign,  who,  though  his 
fleets  command  the  ocean,  though  he  is  the  arbiter 
of  nations,  and  the  acknowledged  saviour  of  the 
civilized  world,  makes  his  chief  glory  consist  in 
being  the  defender,  the  friend,  the  lather,  of  his 
people  ? 

In  vain  was  I  told  that  my  plea  was  without 
precedent ;  and  that  it  had  been  made  by  no  British 
subject  since  the  revolution.  If  this  were  the  case, 
1  thought  it  was  high  time  that  it  should  be  made, 
and  that  we  should  cease  to  accept  of  safety  and  re- 
spect on  such  degrading  conditions.  Accordingly, 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  ot  Penn- 
sylvania I  presented,  in  compliance  with  the  law 
above  quoted,  the  foUov^^ing  petition,  which  I  now 
copy  from  the  record. 


A  a  J-  Benjamin 
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Benjamin  Rush         -»       Supreme  C6urt  of  Pennsylvania, 


} 


^rii- ^'  /-  uu  .i.       r       Case  December  Temi,  No.  3. 
William  Cobbett,     J 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania. 
The  Petition  of  William   Cobbett,  the   Defendant   in  the 
above  action,  an  alien,  and  a   subject   of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  humbly  sheweth*. 

That  he  is  sued  in  the  action  above  mentioned,  in  which  the 
matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  or  value  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, exclusive  of  costs;  that  be  is  desirous  to  remove  the  said 
cause  for  trial  into  the  next  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  holden  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  hath  good  and 
sufficient  security,  ready,  here  in  Court,  to  engage  for  his  en- 
tering in  said  Circuit  Court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  a 
copy  of  the  process  in  the  said  action,  agreeably  to  the  Act,  en- 
titled, "  An  Act  to  establish  the  judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
"  States,"  and  also  for  his  appearing  in  the  said  Circuit  Court  ; 
He  therefore  prays  the  Honourable  the  Court,  that  security  may 
be  taken  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  cause  may 
be  removed  to  the  said  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  accord- 
ingly. 

Philadelphia,         j  WILLIAM  COBBETT. 

30th  Dec.  1797.        J 

William  Cobbett,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  facts  within 
stated  are  true. 

3QthDec.l-g7.  WILLIAM   COBBETT. 

The  consideration  of  this  petition  was  put  off  to 
the  next  session,  which  was  held  in  March  1798. 
But  before  I  proceed  to  relate  the  fate  of  it,  I  can- 
not help  remarking  on  the  sensations  which  its  pre- 
sentation produced  in  the  Court  and  the  auditory. 
It  was  towards  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  when  ^Ir.  Thomas,  albeit  unused  to  the 
jnodest  mood,  stole  up  gently  from  his  seat,  and  in 
a  faint  and  trembling  voice,  told  the  Bashaw 
M'Kt^an,  that  he  had  a  petition  to  present  in  behalf 
of  \^'illiarh  Cobbett.  For  some  time  he  did  not 
rnake  himselt  heard.     There  was  a  oreat  talking  all 

*  "  Forgive  me,   that  I  am  meek  and  gentle  with   these 
'•  bptcheisj"  Shakespeare. 

round 
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round  the  bar;  Levi,  the  lawyer,  was  reading  a 
long  formal  paper  to  the  Judges,  and  the  Judges 
were  laufrhin"-  over  the  chit-chat  ot  the  day.  Amidst 
the  noi-y  mirth  that    surrounded  hnn,  there   stood 
poor  Thomas,  with  his  papers  in  his  hands,  like  a 
culprit  at  school,  just  as  the  boys  are  breaking  up. 
By  and  by,  one   of  those  pauses,  which  frequently 
occur  in  even  the  most  numerous  and  vociferous 
assemblies,  encouraged  him  to   make   a  fresh  at- 
tempt.    "    I  present,"  says  he,    "    may  it  please 
"  your  Honours,  a  petition  in  behalf  ot  William 
"  Cobbett."     The  moment  the  sound  of  the  word 
Cobbett  struck  the  ear  of  M'Kean,  he  turned   to- 
wards the  bar,  and  having  learnt  the  subject  of  the 
petition,  began  to  storm  like  a  madman.     A  dead 
silence  ensued.     The  little  scrubby  lawyers  (with 
whom  the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania  are    continually 
crowded)  crouched  down  for  fear,  just  like  a  brood 
of  poultr\%  when  the  kite  is  preparing  to  pounce 
in    amongst  them ;    whilst   hapless  Thomas,   who 
stood  up  piping  like  a  straggled  chicken,  seemed 
already  to  feel  the  talons  of  the  judicial  bird  of 
prey.     He  proceeded,  however,  to  read   the  peti- 
tion, which  being  very  short,  was  got  through  with 
little  interruption.     When  he  came  to   the  words, 
"  subject  of  his  Britannic  Majesty y'  M'Kean   did, 
indeed,  grin  most  horribly,  and  I  could  very  dis- 
tinctly   hear,    "   Insolent    scoioidrel  T — "    damned 
"  aristGcrat  /" — "  damned  Englishman  r  &:c.   &:c. 
from   the    mouths  ot   the   sovereign    people.     But 
neither  these  execrations,  nor  the  savage  looks  that 
accompanied   them,    prevented   me  trom   fulHlling 
my  purpose.     1  went  up  to  the  clerk  of  the  court, 
took  the  book  in  my  hand,  and  holding  it  up,  that 
it  might  be  visible  in  all  parts  of  the  hall,  I  swore, 
in     a    voice    that  every    one   might  hear,  that    I 

Preserved  my  allegiance  to   rny  King ;  after  which 
put  on  my  hat,  and  walked  out  of  court,  followed 

by 
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by  the  admiration  of  the  few,  and  by  the  curses  of 
the  many. 

The  consideration  of  the  petition  was,  as  I  before 
observed,  postponed  till  March  term ;  which  gave 
kite  M'Kean  time  to  ruminate  on  the  novel  ad- 
venture. On  the  one  hand,  was  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  general  government  ; 
on  the  other,  the  escape  of  his  prey.  "  Qt  two 
'•  evils,"  says  the  proverb,  "  choose  the  least ;" 
and  kite  M'Kcan  chose  on  this  occasion,  just  as  any 
other  kite  would  have  chosen.  When  the  Court 
met,  he  did,  indeed,  listen  for  about  an  hour  to  a 
sort  of  contention,  which  Thomas  and  Hopkinsoii 
called  law  argument ,  and  which  was  full  as  edify- 
ing, though  not  quite  so  entertaining,  as  the  dis- 
putes with  which  I  had  frequently  been  delighted, 
between  Punchinello  and  the  Devil.  While  the 
lawyers  were  arguing,  the  Judges  were  engaged  in 
a  conversation,  which,  from  the  marks  of  risibility 
apparent  on  their  countenances,  seemed  to  be 
much  more  diverting  than  the  contest  between  the 
puppets  of  the  bar.  When,  therefore,  this  pleasant 
conversation  was  over,  M'Kean,  turning  his  head 
towards  Ilopkinson,  bawled  out :  '' Hunt  you  most 
"  done  .^"  This  put  an  end  to  the  law  argumentj 
in  a  moment.  No  showman,  with  the  help  of  his 
wire,  ever  produced  more  ready  or  more  implicit 
obedience  ;  and  kite  M'Kean  now  hastened  to  put 
an  end  to  the  farce,  by  declaring,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  without  consulting  his  associates,  and 
without  giving  any  reason  whatever  for  his  decision, 
tkat  the  petition  of  William  Cobbett  should  not  be 
granted* . 

*  Read  this  Norii! — As  I  was  going  into  the  Court-house 
to  hear  this  decision,  I  met  Mr.  Conic,  a  young  man  who  live4 
and  studied  with  Hopkinson,  the  lawyer  of  Rush.  After  the 
usual  interchange  of  civilities,  the  following  dialogue  ensued,  the 
correctness  of  which  I  am  ready  to  vouch  for  upoa  oath. 

Co  ale » 
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Such  Is  the  manner  in  which  icritten  constitutions 
are  observed !  That  indefatigable  constitutiou- 
grinder,  Tom  Paine,  told  his  silly  partisans  in 
England,  that  they  had  no  constitution  at  all ;  and 
this  he  represented  as  a  most  insupportable  griev- 
ance.  "  Now,"  savs  he,  "  in  America  it  is  not 
"  so.  If  you  ask  an  American  citizen  whether  a 
*'  certain  procedure  be  constitutional,  or  not,  he 
"  takes  down  the  book  from  the  shelf,  opens  it, 
"  turns  to  the  article  that  treats  of  the  subject  in 
"  question,  and  gives  you  an  answer  in  a  mo- 
"  ment."— Very  true,  Thomas  :  so  you  see,  I  took 
down  my  copy  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  con- 
stitutional law;  I  turned  to  the  article  and  the  sec- 
tion that  treated  of  the  subject  in  question,  and  I 
prayed  the  Judges  to  grant  me  my  petition  accord- 
ingly ;  but  the  Judges  laughed  at  me  and  the  con- 
stitution too  ! 

But,  says  the  reader,  is  there  no  redress  in  such 
cases  r — S^one  at  all. — The  constitution,  which  has 
made,  wdth  aliens,  this  solemn  covenant  for  the 
security  ot  their  property,  has  made  no  provision 
tor  carrying  it  into  effect,  in  opposition  to  the  will 
ol  such  men   as  ATKean.     Indeed  there   seems  to 

Coale. — What  are  you  doing  here  ?  You  are  going  to  remove 
your  cause,  are  you  not? 

Cobhiti. — Yes. 

Coale. — Then  you  won't  succeed. 

Cohbctt. — Why  ?     How  do  you  know  I  shan't  ? 

Coale. — Why,  the  Court  are  against  you,  I  can  tell  you 
that. 

Cohbett. — What !  have  they  decided  tlicn  before  they  have 
heard  the  parties  ?    They  surely  cannot  be  such  bartfaccd  rascals. 

Coale. — Well  !  you'll  see. 

And  sure  enough  I  did  see  in  a  very  little  time. — Xow  let  the 
reader  observe,  that  this  Mr.  Coale  was  in  all  the  secrets  of 
the  lawyer  of  Rush  ;  let  him  compare  Coale  s  prediction  with  the 
decision  of  the  Court,  and  with  the  manner  in  which  that  decision 
was  given  ;  and  then  I  leave  him  to  form  his  own  judgment  of  the 
motives  from  \\hich  the  petition  was  rejected. 

be 
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be  an  intentional  omission  here.  The  Federal 
Government  promises  protection  to  every  alien  ; 
but  in  case  he  should  be  oppressed  by  tlie  State 
Governments,  it  takes  care,  bi;  omitting  to  provide 
for  redress,  to  shift  all  responsibility  from  itself. 
Had  I  petitioned  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  to  quash  the  proceedings  against  me, 
he  would  have  replied  (if  indeed  he  had  given  me 
any  answer  at  all),  that  he  had  no  control  over  the 
Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  any  more  than  over  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  England  3  and  were  I 
now  to  petition  the  President  to  show  how  I 
have  been  injured  by  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  to  beseech  him  to  give  me  redress,  his  reply 
would  be  similar  to  that  of  the  Chief  Justice ;  he 
would  tell  me  that  the  government  of  Pennsylvania 
is  a  government  totally  independent  of  him,  and 
that  he  can  in  no  Vv'ay  undo  what  it  or  its  judiciar)'- 
does.  This  is  but  too  true  j.  but  does  this  diminish 
my  loss  ?  Does  it  do  away  the  oppression  ?  If  the 
Federal  Government  has  not  the  power  to  protect 
an  alien,  it  should  not  promise  him  protection. 
The  government  has,  by  its  constitution  and  laws, 
proclaimed  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  property  of 
aliens  is  under  the  safeguard  of  its  Courts ;  and 
when  these  aliens  are  harassed  and  ruined  by  the 
unjust  and  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the  State 
Governments,  shall  the  Federal  Government  get 
rid  of  its  responsibility  by  pleading  its  want  of 
power  ?  The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
stipulated  with  my  Sovereign,  that  his  subjects  (and 
I  amongst  the  rest)  shall  have  a  right  to  live  and 
carry  on  business  here,  being  subject  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  which  laws  provide  that  I  shall  have 
a  right  to  remove  my  cause  into  the  Federal  Courts. 
And  shall  this  government  now  say,  that  it  is  not 
responsible  for  my  having  been  deprived  of  this 
right  r     If  this  be  the  case,  neither  would  it  have 

been. 
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been  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  had  he  banished  me  from  the 
State.  To  stipulate  always  implies  the  power  to 
fulfil;  any  other  idea  of  stipulation  is  absurd;  and 
if  the  power  to  fulfil  does  not  exist,  to  stipulate^ 
is  to  delude. 

The  vindictive  Judge  of  Pennsylvania  having 
thus  determined  not  to  let  go  his  grasp,  I  was 
compelled  to  submit  to  his  jurisdiction,  with  very 
little  hope  of  escaping  a  ruinous  decision.  I  did, 
however,  take  every  precaution  that  was  in  my 
power;  I  employed  Messrs.  Edward  Tilghman  and 
Wm.  Rawle  as  my  counsellors,  and  to  them  I 
aftervvards  added  !NIr.  Harper,  a  man  on  whose 
talents  and  whose  spirit  I  placed  a  perfect  re- 
liance*. The  necessary  steps  were  also  taken  to 
insure  a  special  jury,  who,  it  was  thought  by  my 
lawyers  and  my  friends,  would  be  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection against  the  intrigues  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
tyranny  of  the  Court. 

At  the  next  term,  September  1798,  I  was  served 

with  a  jury  list,  which  1  struck  ;  but  the  trial  was 

put  off.     I   was   served  with  another  jury  list  at 

I   December  term,    1798;    with   another   at  March 

term,     1799;    with    another    at  September  term, 

1799  ;  and  at  every  term,  though  the  juries  w^ere 

al\\-ayo   struck   by  me,  and  though   I  w^as  alwavs 

ready,  the  trial  Vv^as  put  off.     At  hu^t,  on  the  13th 

December    1799,    it   was    resolved  to  bring    it  to 

issue.     The  moment  I  saw  the  ju?y  list,  "   Ah!" 

said  I,  to  a  friend  that  happened  to  be  with  me, 

"  the  action  of  Rush  is  to  be  tried  this  time."    We 

j  looked  over  the  list  again  and  again,  and  after  the 

1  most  mature  consideration,  we  could  find  but  seven 

j  men  out  of  the  forty-eiglit,  whom  we  thought  fit  to 


*  Never  was  a  man  so  grossly  deceived  iu  another  as  I  was  in 
this  Harper, 

be 
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be  trusted  on  tlie  trial ;  but  as  I  had  the  power  of 
rt^ecting  no  more  tlian  twelve,  tlicre  we're  left,  of 
course,  twenty-nine  wliom  I  disapproved  of,  to 
the  Seven  whom  I  approved  of;  and  as  every 
one  of  these  seven  was  struck  off  bv  Rush, 
there  remained  not  a  single  man  on  the  jury,  in 
whose  intes^ritv  I  had  the  siiditest  confidence*. 

But  there  were  other  circumst:^nces  hidilv  ad- 
vantagecus  to  my  adversar)-.  M'Kean,  the  kite- 
like Chief  Justice,  who  is  better  known  in  Eng- 
land under  the  title  of  the  Democraitc  JiuU^e,  was 
now  become  Governor  of  the  State,  and  had,  by 
the  early  exercise  of  his  power,  struck  terror  into 
all  ofticers  under  his  control.  SJiippen  was  the 
senior  Justice  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
andhc'wasin  eager  expectation  of  succeeding  to 
the  post  of  Chief  Justice  •  but  x^kl'Kean  kept  him 
in  suspense,  in  a  sort  of  state  of  probation,  tHl  the 
action  of  Rush  against  we  should  be  decided  f  ! ! ! 

Singularly  favourable,  however,  as  these  circum- 
stances were,  there  was  another  still  more  favour- 
able wanted  to  encouracre  the  American  Sang-rado 
to  push  the  cause  on  to  trial :  which  was,  vuj  ab- 
sence from  Philadelphia.  I  had  several  months  be- 
fore publicly  signified  my  resolution  to  quit  Penn- 
svlvania,  if  M'Kean  should  be  elected  Governor  of 

*  Observe,  reader,  that  this  is  rcpublica?t  justice  !  A  defendant 
in  England  would  think  it  very  odd^  that  the  plaintiff  should 
have  his  choice  out  oi  five  juries.  Poor  John  Bull's  ideas  are 
confined  as  yet  ;  but  were  he  once  to  sutler  Citizens  Erskine, 
Gray,  and  Co.  lo  reform  his  Parliinient  for  him,  and  place  him 
under  a  sovereign  people  instead  of  a  Sovereign  Monarcli,  John 
would  ioon  become  enlightened,  his  notions  would  eSpand,  and 
he  would  learn  to  despise  the  prc/judicesof  his  forefathers. 

f  I  h  ive  a  collection  of  materials  which  are  intended  to  ex- 
hibit to  the  people  of  England  a  comparative  view  of  tlif^  Bri- 
lish  and  American  governments  in  all  'heir  different  brandies. 
If  I  should  live  to  hnish  this  work,  I  shall  clearly  shuw,  that 
no  court  of  justice  (as  it  is  called)  ever  was,  or  can  be,  e.\cept  by 
mere  chance,  impartial,  under  the  American  government. 

the 
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the  State  ;  and  every  one  knew  I  sliould  be  as 
q:ood  as  mv  word.  Indeed,  it  was  known  that  mv 
books,  furniture,  &c.  &c.  were  already  sent  off  to 
New- York  ;  but  I  ]-cni[iined  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  city  (where  1  was  seen  every  day),  in  order 
to  be  present  at  the  trial,  if  it  should  come  on. 
On  the  7th  of  December  there  v/as  no  prospect  of 
the  cpuse  being  brought  to  trial  ;  on  the  8th,  there- 
fore, I  came  off  for  New-York,  where  my  affairs  re- 
quired my  presence.  On  the  11th  my  correspon- 
dent wrote  me  that  the  cause  was  put  off  to 
another  court ;  but,  the  fei'ij  next  day,  it  w^as  all 
at  once  resolved  to  bring  it  to  trial  immediatelv. 
This  sudden  change  was  produced  by  an  advertise- 
ment of  mine,  signifving  vnj  aiTival  al  A"<?a-For/% 
and  mv  Tesoluiiou  to  drop  (he  publication  of  Porcu- 
pine's Gaxette.  Sure,  therefore,  of  all  the  advan- 
tas^es  to  be  derived  from  mv  absence,  and  relieved 
trom  all  apprehensions  on  the  score  ot  my  future 
writings,  the  dastardly  wretches  at  last  ventured  on 
the  execution  of  their  long  meditated  revenge*! 


■*  I  have  before  observed,  that  Thomas,  my  lawytr,  was 
bribed.  I  have  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  this,  and  I  will 
in  niy  Biography  of  the  American  Beir,  which  sliail  appear  in  h 
future  number  of  the  Rush-Light,  give  a  full  account  of  the 
matter. 

Hopkinson,  the  principal  tool  of  Rush,  went  to  Mr.  Feniio'* 
father  in  the  summer  of  !7P8.  and  advised  him  to  prevail  on 
his  son,  the  present  Mr.  John  Ward  Fenno,  to  compromisrt 
with  Dr.  Rush.  "  As  to  Cobbctt,"  said  he,  "  be  is  to  be  ruined." 
Mr.  Fenno  scorned  the  conditions. 

Mr.  Edward  Tilghman  told  me,  that  the  very  Judges  who 
sat  on  this  trial,  had  d^^clared  their  resolution  of  "  pinchirig" 
thejirst  slanderer  who  should  come  into  their  clutches.  And, 
observe,  iliat  they  said  this  long  after  the  action  was  brought 
against  me,  and  also  long  after  tbey  knew  tliat  I  was  tbejirit  upon 
the  docket  for  slander  :  so  tint  their  previous  declaration  ap- 
pears clf-arly  to  have  been  thrown  out,  in  order  to  give  the  co- 
lour oi impartiality  to  the  decision,  which  they  meditated  ag.ii^ii 
me. — Let  me  not  be  accused  of  making  an  improper  ii'>e  of  the 
\  information  given  me  by  Mr.  Tilghman;  he  did  not  tell  it  me  as' 
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In  what  manner  the  cause  was  conducted,  on  the 
part  ot  Rush's  lawyers,  has  ah'eady  been  noticed. 
The  evidence  has  also  been  examined  and  exposed: 
it  therefore  only  remains  for  me  to  insert,  and  to 
make  a  few  comments  on  the  charge  of  Judge 
Shippen. 

Gentlemen, 

This  is  an  action  brought  by  the  PlaintitF  against  the  De- 
fendant for  writing,  printing,  and  publishing,  divers  scan- 
dalous libels,  to  defame  and  vilify  him.  The  defendant  has 
pleaded  that  he  is  not  guilty  ; — his  counsel,  however,  have  ac- 
knowledged the  publication  of  the  papers,  which  otherwise  it 
would  have  been  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove.  The 
question,  therefore,  will  be,  whether  they  amount  in  law  to  de- 
famatory libels,  or  not  } 

By  the  laiv  and  practice  in  England,  in  the  case  of  libels,  the  only 
task  of  the  Jury  is,  to  judge  of  the  fact  of  publication,  and  the  truth 
and  fair  application  of  the  inucndos  ;  the  Court,  as  judges  oj-  the  laiu, 
resermng  to  themselves  the  sole  power  of  deciding  ivhether  the  paper 
amounts  to  a  libel,  or  not.  But  in  this  State,  by  the  special  direc- 
tions of  our  constitution,  the  Jury  possess  the  power  of  judging 
both  of  the  law  and  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court, 

A  libel  is  defined  by  the  law,  to  be  the  malicious  defamation, 
expressed  either  in  printing  or  writing,  or  by  signs  or  pictures, 
tending  to  blacken  either  the  memory  of  one  who  is  dead,  or 
the  reputation  of  one  who  is  alive,  or  to  expose  him  to  public 
hatred,  contempt,  or  ridicule.  This  offence  may  be  punished, 
either  by  indictment  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth,  or  by  a 
civil  action  at  the  suit  of  the  party  injured.  When  the  prose- 
cution is  by  indictment,  the  Court  only  are  to  direct  the  pu- 
nishment; but  ill  a  civil  suit,  the  damages  are  to  be  assessed 
solely  by  the  Jury. 

The  charges  laid  against  the  defendant  in  the  declara- 
tion are  various;  but  they  may  be  reduced  in  substance  to  the 
following: — That  he  repeatedly  calls  the  plaintiff  a  quack,  an 
empiric;  charges  him  with  intemperate  bleeding,  injudiciously 
administering  mercury  in  large  doses  in  the  yellow  fever;  putT- 
ing  himself  off ;  writing  letters  and  answering  them  himself; 
styling  him  the  Sampson  in  medicine  ;  charging  him  luith  muT'  I 
dering  his  patients,  and  slaying  his  thousands,  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands. 

^  communication  made  to  him  in  confidence ;  he  did  not  give 
it  me  as  a  secret :  and,  indeed,  it  was  publickly  spoken  of  in  the 
city,  and  was  intended  to  be  spoken  of,  for  the  purpose  before 
mentioned. 

The 
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The  counts  laid  in  the  declaration  are  fully  proved  by  the 
publications,  which  are  certainly  libellous.     In  what  manner  do 
the  defendant's  Counsel  repel  these  proofs?  Not  by  justifying  the 
truth  of  the  matters  charged  against  Dr.  Rush,  'ivbicb  on  the  con-- 
trary  they  have  repeatedly  ackncrjjlcdgsd  to  he  false,  but  by  analy- 
zing the  several  allegations  in  the  newspapers,  and  from  thence 
drawing   a  conclusion  that  bo  intentional  personal  malice  ap- 
pears, which  they  say  is  the  essence  of  the  otfcnce. — IMalice 
rests  in  the  heart,  and  is  only  to  be  judged  of  by  the  words  and 
actions  of  the  party  ;   the  words  themselves  import  malice,  and 
in  that  case  the  proof  lies  on  the  defendant  to  show  the  inno- 
cence of  his  intentions;  if  he  has  done  that  to  your  satisfaction 
you  will  acquit  him  :   but  this  is  chicily  founded  on  the  allega- 
tion thjt  the  attack  was  meant  to  be  made  on  Dr.  Rush's  system, 
and  not  on  the  man  ;  it  mifortmiately  appears  that  ?wt  the  least  at- 
tempt  is  made  to  comlai  the  Dcdor's  arguments  ivitb  regard  to  the  sys- 
tem itself,  but  the   attack  is   made  merely  by  gross  scurrilous 
abuse  of  the   Doctor  himself.     Added   to  this,  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses proves  a  declaration  made  by  the  defendant,  that  if  Dr. 
Rush  bad  not  been  the  man  be  should  never  have  meddled  with  the 
system. 

Another  ground  of  defence  is  of  t  more  serious  nature,  as 
it  leads  to  an  important  question  on  our  constitution — it  is  saiil 
that  the  subject  of  dispute  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
was  a  matter  of  public  concern,  as  it  related  to   the  health  and 
lives  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  that,  by  the  words  of  our  con- 
stitution, every   man   has  a  right   to   discuss  such   subjects  in 
print.     The  liberty  of  the  press,  Gentlemtn,  is  a  valuable  right 
in  every  free  countr)',   and  ought  never  to  be  unduly  restrained  ; 
but  when  it  is  perverted   to  the  purposes  of  private  slander,  it 
then  becomes  a  most  destructive  engine  in  the  hands  of  unprin- 
cipled  :i)»n.     The  utmost    purity  and  integrity  of  heart  is  no 
shield  against  the  shafts  and  arrows  of  malice  conveyed  to  the 
world    by  printed   publications.     Verbal   slander  may   be  fre- 
quently very  injurious ;  but  slander  in  writing,  or  print,  being 
more  generally  dIs^eminated  and  more  durable  in  its  effects,   is 
consequently  infinitely  tnore  pernicious  and    provoking.     Our 
state  constitution  of  I7.QO  contains  ceitainly  very  general  words 
with  relation  to  the  right  of  a  citizen  to  print  his  thoughts,  and 
.offer  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  public;  but  it  at  the  same 
time  guards  against  the  generality  of  the  privilege,  by  expressly 
declaring,  that  every  person    availing  himself  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  should  be  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty  j 
thus  .securing  to  our  citizens  the  invaluable  right  of  reputation 
against  every  malicious  invader  of  it. 

Printed  publications  attacking  private  cliaracter,   are  consi- 
dered with  great  reason  by  the  law  as  a  very  atrocious  offence. 
VOL.  XI.  B  b  from 
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from  Us  evident  tendency  to  the  breach  of  the  public  peace — if 
men  find  they  can  have  no  redress  in  our  courts  of  justice  for 
such  injuries,  they  will  naturally  take  satisfaction  in  their  own 
way,  involving  perliaps  their  friends  and  families  in  the  contest, 
and  leading  evidently  to  duels,  murders,  and  perhaps  to  as- 
sassinations. 

The  principal  subject  of  consideration  with  the  Jury  will  be 
what  damages  they  are  to  assess.  On  this  subject  you  are  the 
A  LMOST  iDiamtroUable  judges — it  is  your  pccuUar  pro-vince  : — The 
Court  have  uiitcid tbe poivir  to  order  a  new  trial  ivbere  damages  ar& 
excessive  ;  but  in  cases  of  torts  and  injuries  of  this  kind,  the  Ia=w  books 
say  the  damages  must  he  so  outrageously  disproportionate  to  the  offcnee, 
as  at  first  blush  to  shock  every  person  who  bears  of  it,  before  the  Court 
ivill  order  a  ne-iv  trial. 

Every  one  must  know  that  offences  of  this  kind  have  for 
some  time  past  too  much  abounded  in  our  cityj  it  seems  high 
time  to  restrain  them — that  task  is  ^vithyou,  Gentlemen.  To  suppress 
so  great  an  evil,  it  will  not  only  be  proper  to  give  compe7isatory ,  but 
exemplary  damages;  thus  stopping  the  growing  progi  ess  of  this  daring 
crime — at  the  same  time  the  damages  should  not  be  so  cnormoiis  as  ab- 
solutely to  ruin  the  offender.. 

I  hope  no  party  considerations  will  ever  have  place  in  this 
Court,  in  the  administration  of  justice — and  I  entreat  you. 
Gentlemen,  to  banish  them,  in  considering  this  subject,  entirely 
from  your  breasts. 


Peter  Porcupine  to  Judge  Shippen. 

Sir, 
The  Charge  which  you  gave  against  me,  on  the 
14th  of  December  last,  has  given  rise  to  a  very  in- 
teresting question  ;  to  wit : — which  is  its  promi- 
nent characteristic,  stupidili/  or  malice? — This  is  a 
question  far  too  knotty  for'  me  to  presume  to  de- 
cide; but  with  all  due  submission  to  your  Honour 
and  the  honourable  Judge  Brakenridge*,  who  sits 
on  your  right  hand;  I  think  I  may  venture  to  throw 

■*  This  man  was,  a  very  little  while  ago,  pardoned  upon  con- 
dition that  he  would  turn  Slate's  evidence  !  !  ! — This,  reader,  is 
a.'Re/>ublican  Judge. 

some 
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some  light  on  the  subject :  and  in  doing  this,  I  will 
endeavour  to  forget  your  private  character,  that  it 
may  not  extort  from  me  larigaage  derogatory  to  my 


own. 


You  say,  '■'  By  the  law  and  practice  in  Eng- 
"  land,  in  the  case  of  libels,  tlie  only  task  of  the 
"'  Jury  is  to  judge  of  the  fact  of  publication,  and  the 
"  truth  and  fair  application  of  the  innuendoes  :  the 
"  Court,  as  judges  of  the  lav/,  reserving  to  them- 
**  selves  the  sole  power  of  deciding  whether  the 
"  paper  amounts  to  a  libel,  or  not.  But,  m  this 
*'  State,  by  the  special  directions  of  our  constitu- 
*'  tion,  the  Jury  possess  the  power  of  judging  both 
"  of  the  law  and  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the 
"  Court." 

Pray,  Sir,  what  are  we  to  call  this  ?  Are  we  to 
consider  it  as  one  of  tliose  stale  tricks,  which  have 
been  so  long  practised  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
Americans  believe  that  they  enjoy  more  liberty  than 
ihtirfvrmcr  fellow-subjects  enjoy  ?  or,  must  we  look 
upon  it  as  intended  to  flatter  the  Jury,  and  give 
them  a  high  opinion  of  their  power  ?  If  the  former, 
if  your  intention  were  merely  to  keep  the  poor  so- 
vereign people  in  good  humour  with  their  present 
rulers,  there  is  not- much  to  be  said  :  selt-preserva- 
tion  is  the  first  law  of  nature.  But  if  your  design 
were,  by  puffing  up  the  pride  of  the  Jury,  to  em- 
bolden them  to  gratify  your  and  their  private  wishes, 
at  the  expense  of  justice  ;  if  this  were  your  motive, 
what  do  vou  deserve  ? 

Be  your  motive,  however,  what  it  might ;  whe- 
ther the  object  you  h.id  in  vicvv'  were  to  obtain  and 
secure  a  good  post  for  yourself,  or  to  ruin  me,  what- 
ever mijjht  be  vour  end,  vour  means  were  most 
vile  ;  your  statement  respecting  "  the  law  and  jwac-, 
"  lice  of  Knglamr  was  a  s\\AmG.f\i\  falsehood,  a  id 
would  have  been  a  disgrace  to  any  other  Bench 
than  that  from  which  il  canl•^ — "Whereas,"  says  the 
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English  law,  "  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  on  the 

*'  trial   of  an    indictment    or    information,  for  the 

*'  making  or  publishing  any  libel,  where  an  issue  or 

*'  issues  are  joined,  between  the  King  and   the  de- 

"  fendant,  or  defendants,  on  the  pica  of  Not  guilty 

*'  pleaded,  it  be  competent  to  the  Jury  iinpannclled 

"  to  try  the  same,   to  give  tlieir  verdict  upon   the 

"  whole  matter  in  issue  :   be  it  theretore  declared  and 

*'  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by 

"  and  with  tlie  advice   and  consent   of  tlie  Lords 

*'  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  pre- 

'*  sent  l-'arliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 

"  of  the  same.  That,  on  every  such  trial,  the  Jury 

"  sworn  to  try  the  issue,  may   give  a  general  ver- 

*'  diet  of  Guilty  or  Not  guilty  2fpou  the  whole  matter 

"  put  in  issue  wyfon  such  indictment  or  intormation  ; 

"  and  shall  7?o/be  required  or  directed,  by  the  Court 

*'  or  Judge  before  whom  such  indictment  or  infor- 

'  mation  shall  be  tried,  to  find  the  detendant  or  de- 

''  fendants  guilty,  merely  on  the  proof  of  the  pub- 

*'  lication  by  such  defendant  or  defendants  of  the 

*'  paper  charged  to  be   a   libel,  and  of  the   sense 

**■  ascribed  to  the  same  in  such  indictment   or  in- 

"  formation.''— Act    33    Geo.  IIL  c.    60.  A.  D. 

1792. 

This  act  was  passed  in  17J.»2;  but  you  will  ob- 
serve (it,  indeed,  you  und^^rstand  the  meaning  of 
the  words),  that  it  is  a  deelar atari)  act ;  an  act 
*nade  to  remove  doubts,  to  explain  and  to  declare 
v^hat  xeas  then,  and  what  always  had  tieen,  the  law 
ot  the  land.  You  will  observe  too,  if  you  are  ca- 
pable of  comprehending  the  distinction,  that  this 
act  declares  the  right  of  the  Jury  to  decide  upon 
the  whole  matter  put  in  issue  even  upon  an  indict- 
7?ient  or  information ;  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive, that  this  right  in  civil  actions  never  was 
disputed,  never  was  even  a  matter  of  doubt.  So 
that  it  appears,  jVtr.    Shippen,  that  your  boasted 

Penn- 
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Pennsylvanian  Constitution  has  given  the  people  no 
7i<?t<:7  rights  ;  it  appears  that  the  sovereign  citizens, 
whom  you  help  to  rule,  enjoy,  even  nominally,  no 
greater  liberty  of  the  pres^  than  they  would  still 
have  enjoyed,  had  they  remained  the  subjects  of  a 
king  ;  and  it  necessarily  follows,  that  you  were 
wretchedly  ignorant  of  botli  the  statute  and  com- 
mon law  of  England,  or  that  you  advanced  a  wil- 
ful and  most  h^rctacedfalse/iood. 

Your  definition  of  the  law,  and  your  enumera- 
tion of  the  charges  laid  against  me,  which  are  really 
too  stupid  to  deserve  a  comment,  conclude  with 
asserting  that  the  declaration  charges  mc  with  hav- 
ing  accused  Dr.  Rush  *'  with  murdering;;  his  pa- 
tients," and  "  slaying  his  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands. "^ — What  could  induce  you  to  make  this 
false,  this  impudent  assertion  ?  Neitlier  the  word 
murder,  nor  any  of  its  derivatives,  nor  any  word 
that  is  synonimous  with  it  or  anv  one  of  its  deriva- 
tives, is  to  be  found  in  the  ])ublications  laid  in  the 
declaration.  The  passage  to  which  you  evidently 
allude  is,  I  trust,  fully  justified  in  the  third  Num- 
ber of  the  Rush-Light  ;  but  lest  that  number 
should  have  been  kept  trom  your  sight  by  the  ope- 
ration of  that  free  constitution  which  vou  so  con- 
sistently  boast  of,  I  shall  insert  it  here: — "  Dr. 
*'  Rush,  in  that  emphatical  style  wliicli  is  peculiar 
"  to  k'imself,  calls  mercury  the  Sampson  of  nicdi- 
'*  cine.  \w  his  hands,  and  in  those  of  his  pari isans, 
"■  it  may,  indeed,  be  justly  compared  to  Saiiipson  ; 
'-  for  I  verily  helierr^  that  ihej/  liave  shiin  more 
"  Americans  with  it,  than  ever  Sampson  slew  of 
"  the  Philistines.  The  Israelite  slew  his  thousands, 
*'  but  the  Jiiishites  have  slain  their  tnis  of  thou- 
^'  sands." — Now,  is  tins  as  you  say  it  is,  cliarging 
Dr.  Rush  "  \N  ith  murdering  his  patients,  and  slay- 
"  \\vs  his  thousands  and  tens  ot  thousands  ?"  So 
shameful  a  perversion    of  a   man's  words,   had  it 
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been  made  use  of  by  a  pleader,  in  England,  would 
have  been  severely  reproved  by  the  Court ;  what 
then  will  Englishmen  think  of  a  Judi;e  who  could 
be  guilty  of  it?  And  what  will  they,  what  must 
they  think  of  the  government  under  which  such  a 
man  is  a  Judge  ? 

Continuing  in  your  pleader-like  strain,  you  ob- 
serve that  the  counsel  of  the  defendant  do  not  repel 
the  charges  brought  against  him,  "  by  justifying  the 
^'  truth  of  the  publications ;  but   that,  on  the  con- 
"  trary,  they  have  repeaiedly  acknoxckdt^cd  thos^  pub- 
*'  lications  to  be  falser — It  is  true,  indeed,  that  my 
counsel,  to  their  shame  be  it  spoken,  did  not  justify 
the  truth  of  the  publications  laid  in  the  declaration  ; 
but  that  they   mi2,ht  have  justified,  every  man  in 
America   knows  well ;  and  you    knew,  that  they 
woidd  have  done  it,  had  their    client  not   been  an 
Englishman,  and  had  they  not,  like  you,  been  in 
fear  of  M'Kean  and  ot   your  brother  slaves  who 
filled'  your     tribunes    and    crowded    round    your 
bench*. 

In  your  zeal  for  the  plaintifi:,  you  did,  however, 
go  too  far  ;  for  my  CGunsel,  tam^e  and  submissive  as 
they  were,  did  not  "  repeatedly  acknowledge  the 
*'  publications  to  be  false."  Neither  Mr.  lUgh- 
man  nor  Mr.  Rawle  did,  in  anyone  instance, make 
such  an  acknowledgement.  Nor  was  even  the  trim- 
ming  mob-courting  Harper  guilty  of  baseness  and 
treacliery  to  the  extent  that  you  have  imputed  to 
him.  He  did,  indeed,  say  more  than  once,  that  He 
f^  believed"  the  publications  were  *' rer?/  untrue:". 
but   he  made  no  uiujuaUfied  acknowledgment  of 


*  The  few  taint  attempts  that  weremnde,  by  Messrs.  Tilghman 
and  Rawle,  to  ren  1  the  abominable  aspersion-  which  were  cast 
on  my  -huacter  and  conduct,  were  replied  to  by  hissing  and 
cursing  fr  'm  the  sovereign  people  in  the  gallery  and  in  the  area 
_  of  the  Cturt-huuse^  Nor  did  this  most  scandalous  behaviour  re- 
ceive any  repiool  irom  the  Court. 

their 
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their  hQm^J(dse.  He  went  far  enough,  In  all  con- 
science, against  a  cause,  which  he  was  well  paid 
to  support :  his  conduct  wanted  no  colouring  ;  you 
might,  therefore,  have  spared  the  daubings  of  your 
aukward  brush*. 

"  It  appears,"  say  you,  "  that  not  the  least  at- 
"  tempt  is  made  [in  the  publications  against  Rush] 
"  to  combat  the  Doctor's  arguments  with  regard  to 
*'  the  system  if  self''  If  you  had  been  candid,  if 
you  had  remembered  vour  oath,  you  would  have 
observed  further,  that  the  publications  for  which 
I  was  sued,  made  only  a  part  of  those  which  ap- 
peared against  Rush  and  his  system  of  depletion ; 
you  would,  therefore,  have  said  nothing  on  this 
head,  unless  you  had  found,  upon  an  examination 
of  Porcupine's  Gazette,  from  which  the  pretended 
libels  were  extracted,  tliat  I  had  never  accomoa- 
nied  these  pretended  libels  with  serious  arguments 
against  the  wild  and  destructfve  opinions  and  prac^ 
tice  of  the  plaintiff.  "  But,"  say  you,  "  added  to 
"  this,  one  ot  the  witnesses  proves  a  declaration 
*'  made  by  the  defendant,  that  //  Dr.  Rush  had  not 
*'  been  the  man,  he  should  7iever  have  meddled  ivith 
"  the  system^ — Atrocious  falsehood  ! — The  words 
of  the  witness,  Dr.  Coxe,  as  reported  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  trial,  are  these  :  "  He  (the  defendant) 
"  replied,  that  he  did  not  believe  he  should  ever 
*'  have  said  so  much  on  bleeding  and  mercurials,  if 
•'  Dr.  Rush  had  not  been  the  author  of  it." — Was 


*  The  conduct  of  Harper  was  truly  abominable.  lie  en- 
gaged in  my  cause  with  all  apparent  aKicijiy  ;  I  have  heard  hinj 
3  hundred  times  reprobate  the  practice  of  Rush,  and  express 
the  utmost  contempt  for  his  character.  But  the  fact  is,  the 
mean  wretch  thought  I  was  going  down,  he  saw  the  tide,  as  he 
thought,  turning  against  me,  and  he  basely  deserted  his  duty,  in 
order  to  preserve  his  popularity.  It  Ids  happened,  however,  as 
it  ought  to  happen;  for  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that 
even  in  Philadelphia  he  is  universally  detested  for  his  treachery, 

B  b  •!•  this 
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this  declaring,  that  if  Dr.  Bush  had  not  been  the 
man,  I  ''  NEVER  'should  have  MEDDLED  with 
*'  the  sjjstenif'"  When  vou  summed  up  this  evi- 
dence, were  you  thinking  of  the  office  you  filled, 
or  of  that  which  you  were  in  hopes  of  filling  ? 
Were  you  afraid  of  being  outstripped  in  tlic  honour- 
able course  by  either  of  your  worthy  compeers  ?  It 
must  be  confessed,  that  such  a  tear  was  not  unrea- 
sonable ;  for  so  well  are  you  matched,  that  had  you 
started  togedjer,  it  is  a  moot  point  with  me  which 
of  the  three  would  have  won  the  prize. 

But  a  misconstruction  of  the  publications,  and  a 
perversion  of  the  evidence,  did  not  satisfy  you  : 
vou  seem  to  have  been  still  afraid,  that  in  spite  of 
such  cheerinii:  encourac:ement  the  Jury  micrht  have 
some  scruples ;  and,  tliereiore,  you  took  care  to 
conclude  with  giving  them  an  assurance,  that,  pro- 
vided they  laid  on  damages  enough,  their  verdict 
should  be  approved  of  by  you. — "  The  principal 
*'  subject  of  consideration  with  the  Jury  will  be," 
say  you,  "  idiat  dama^^es  they  are  to  assess."  \o\i 
then  proceed  to  tell  them  that  they  are  "  the  almost 
"  uncontrollable  judges  on  this  subject,"  add  that, 
"  though  the  Court  has  it  in  its  power  to  order  a 
"  new  trial  in  case  of  excessive  damages,  yet,  that 
*'  in  cases  of  torts  and  injuries  of  this  kind,  the  law 
"  hooks  say  tlie  damages  must  be  so  outrageously 
*■"  disproportionate  to  the  olfencc,  as,  Tut^first  blush, 
"  to  SHOCK  every  person  zdio  hears  of  it,  before 
"  the  Court  will  (>rder  a  new  trial!!!" 

iJravo!  Vivat  Respubiica  !  Huzza  lor  '■' owx  glo- 
^'  ?/y?/.v revolution  !"  Huzza  for  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple! Mve  la  lilicrtc!^ — But  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
rejoicing  I  liad  almost  iorgot  to  ask.  you,  what  "  law 
"  books"  you  found  this  maxim  in  ?  In  those  of 
Robespierre  and  Fouquier  Tinville,  I  suppose;  or, 
perchance,  in  those  of  Pennsylvania,  or  ot  Algiers 
i 'ind  it  where  vou  will,  however,  you  have  applied 

it. 


MARCH,   1800.  377 

it,  and  you  and  your  country  are  entitled  to  all  the 
honours  it  confers.  1  would  give  a  thousand  dol- 
lars ii  Old  Price  were  yet  alive,  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  sticking  this  Charge  of  yours  in  one  of 
the  curls  of  his  wig. — Here,  you  wayward  and  dis- 
contented Britons,  w^ho  are  hankering  after  repub- 
licanism ;  look  here  !  Here  you  see  a  complete  spe- 
cimen of  the  blessings  of  lihertij  and  reform  !  Were 
one  of  your  Judges  to  declare,  that,  in  order  to  in- 
duce him  to  grant  a  new  trial,  the  punishment  for 
calling  a  man  a  quack  must  be  so  outrageously 
cruel,  as,  at^/iT'st  blush,  to  SHOCK  evejy  person  zvho 
hears  of  it,  you  would  stone  him  to  death  ;  you 
would  shun  his  touch,  as  you  would  the  touch  of  a 
hangman  :  but  were  you  in  Pennsvlvania  only  tor 
one  month,  were  you  once  "  ameliorated"  in  tl:e 
philanthropic  city  of  Philadelpliia,  were  vou  so- 
vereign citizens  instead  of  subjects,  you  would 
listen  to  him  as  patiently  and  submissively  as  a  pe- 
nitent does  to  his  iather  confessor. 

Begging  your  Honour's  pardon  for  this  digression, 
I  return  to  you  and  your  Jury.  Hasing  promised 
them  that  there  should  be  no  check  upon  their  ra- 
pacity, you  dismiss  them  with  putting  into  thc'-r 
mouths  a  pretext  for  their  conduct.  "  Evcrv  one," 
say  you,  "  must  know,  tiiat  offences  of  this  kind 
"  have,  for  some  time  past,  too  uiuch  abounded  in 
"  our  citv  :  it  aecms  hi<:h  time  to  restrain  them — ■ 
*'  that  task  is  nit h  you.  Gentlemen,  'lb  suppress  >o 
*'  great  an  evil,  it  will  not  only  be  proper  to  gi\c 
"  compensatory,  but  exemplary  damages  ;  thus  stoj)- 
''  ping  the  growing  progress  of  tliis  daring  crime — 
"  at  the  same  time  the  damaq;es  should  not  be  so 
"  enormous  as  absolutely  to  ruin  tiie  oifender." 

The  doctrine  oi  eremplary  damages  is  new,  and 
it  certainly  is    as  efficacious  an  instrument  of  op- 
pression as  ever  was  devised.     The  very  word  da- 
mages excludes  every  idea  of  punishme?it.     It  Im- 
plies 
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plies  compensation  for  injuries;  and  no  Jury  can, 
without  being  forsworn,  give  a  farthing  more  than 
what  they  believe  to  be  tJw  amount  of  the  injury  ; 
for y\(  example  be  the  object  of  prosecution,  the  pro- 
cess ought  to  be  by  indictment,  or  intormation. 

It  has  sometimes  hai)pened,  that  actions,  similar 
to  that  of  Rush,  have  been  brought  by  noblciuen 
and  gentlemen  in  England,  who  have  preferred  the 
civil  to  the  criminal  process,  merely  to  challenge  an 
investigation ;  because  the  former  allows  the  de- 
fendant to  justify  the  truth  of  his  words,  which  the 
latter  does  not.  The  damages,  if  any  are  given  in 
such  a  case,  must  be  given  tor  the  sake  of  example; 
for  it  rarely  happens  that  the  slander  is  productive 
of  any  real  injury  to  the  plaintiff.  Such  were  the 
actions  brought  by  Lord  Sandwich,  in  1773,  and  by 
the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  in  1786,  in  both 
which  cases  damages  were  given,  though  it  was  next 
to  impossible  that  the  plaintiffs  could  have  sustained 
any  injury.  But,  Mr.  Shippen,  there  is  some  little 
difference  between  these  noblemen  and  a  boasting- 
inventor  of  purging  powders.  Neither  Lord  Sand- 
wich nor  Mr.  Pitt  could  receive  a  conwensatiun ; 
yet,  as  they  were  charged  with  malversation  in  of- 
fice, a  civil  process  was  necessary  to  clear  up  their 
characters:  and,  as  neither  fine  nor  imprisonment 
could  take  place  upon  such  an  action,  damages  were 
given  for  the  sake  of  example.  But  in  the  case  of  a 
bleeder  or  powder-doctor,  all  the  Jury  had  to  do, 
if  they  found  the  publication  false  and  malicious, 
was,  to  ascertain,  to  the  best  of  their  judgments,  the 
amount  of  the  real  injury  the  leliow  had  susta'incd, 
and  to  assess,  as  damages,  a  sum  just  to  that  amount, 
and  no  more. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  custom  in  Eng> 
land,  respecting  the  legality  of  assessing  exem- 
plary dam.ages,  it  is  most  certain  that,  as  to  the  sum 
to  be  assessed,  no  Judge  ever  attempted,  no  Judge 

ever 
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ever  dared  attempt,  to  dictate  to  the  Jury.     The 
following   extract  from  a  charge   of  Lord  Mans- 
field, shows  how  careful  he  was  not  to  encroach  on 
the  exclusive  ^province  of  the  Jury  to  estimate  da- 
mages.    "  I  Vvill  not  say  a   word  to  you  about  tlie 
"  damages.     I  am  sure  no  observations  on  any  side 
can  occur,  which  you  are  not  capable  of  making 
yourselves.     You  will  take  the  paper  out  with 
*'  you,  and  will  consider  all  the   circumstances  of 
*'  the  case,   of  a  pubUc  or  private  nature." — This 
charge   was  delivered  in  an   action   of  scandalum 
magnatiim  (defamation  of  a  nobleman),  brougiit  by 
Lord  Sandwich  against  the  printer  of  the  London 
Evening  Post,  for  the  publication  of  a  piece  signed 
Alfred,  on  the  2d  of  Feb.  1773,  in  which  his  Lord- 
ship, then  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  was  falsely 
accused  of  having   exposed    to  sale   the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  the  Navy   for  the  sum  of  2000/. 
And  this  instance  of  Lord  Mansfield's  forbearance 
is  the  more  applicable  and  forcible,  as  he  was  al- 
ways charged  (though  I  believe  very  unjustly)  with 
bending  the  law   to  favour  the  ministerial  side  of 
the  question,    and    to    extend  the    power  of  the 
Judges  as  far  as  possible.     If  he  could  have  found 
any  precedent,  or  have  invented  any  plausible  mo- 
tive tor  encroaching  on  this  undoubted  province  of 
the  Jury,  he  would  not,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  have 
scrupled  to  use  it  on  such  an  occasion. 

Another,  and  still  more  strikins:,  contrast  to  your 
charge  is  to  be  found  in  that  of  Lord  Mansfield's, 
deUvered  in  the  action  of  Mr.  Pitt  against  the  prin- 
ters of  the  General  Advertiser  jmd  the  Morning 
Herald,  who  accused  him,  he  being  at  the  time 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  of  gaiiibUng  in  Ihe 
stock.;  wil/i  the  money  of  the  nation.  Lord  Mans- 
fielr  closed  liis  charge  thus  :  "  Tlie  assessing  of  the 
**  damages  is  entirely  in  your  province.     /  shall  not 

"  say 
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"  saij  a  word  upon  it.  You  will  consider  them  iin- 
*'  der  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  ma- 
•'  lignity  and  the  extent,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
*'  example,  you  will  give  those  damages  ^^'t;?^  tliink 
*'  property 

This  is  the  language  of  an  English  Judge.  How 
different  is  it  from  yours!  Lord  MansHeld  tells  the 
Jury,  that  to  estiniate  the  damages  is  cntirehj  in 
their  province  :  that  he  shall  not  say  a  icord  upon  it. 
You  tell  your  sovereign  men,  that  they  are,  indeed, 
the  almost  uncontrollable  judges  of  damages,  and 
you  promise  them,  that  their  verdict  shall  not  be 
set  aside,  unless  it  be  so  outrageously  cruel,  as,  at 
first  blush,  to  shock  every  person  who  hears  of  it  ! 
The  libel  on  ^Ir.  Pitt  was  a  most  atrocious  one,  vet 
Lord  Mansfield  forbears  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  great  damages,  and  tells  the  Jury  to  give  what 
they  think  j)ropcr,  for  the  sake  of  example  onli/. 
But  vou  call  for  damages  both  com])ensatonj  and  ex- 
emplary ;  vou  urge  them  to  bring  upon  the  head  of 
the  defendant  the  consequences  of  both  a  civil 
and  a  criminal  prosecution  !  You  do,  indeed,  ob- 
serve to  them,  that  "  the  damages  must  not  be 
"  so  enormous  as  ahsohdehj  to  ruin  the  offender." 
This  was  a  wholesome  caution :  it  was  telling  them 
how  far  thev  miirht  jro,  without  endanfrcrins:  the 
success  of  the  scheme  ;  it  was  saving  to  them, 
"  Ruin  him  in  effect,  but  take  care  to  do  it  in 
"  such  a  wav  as  will  not  defeat  our  intention.  Bilk 
*'  him,  embarrass  him,  break  up  his  business,  and 
"  plunge  him  into  debt ;  but  be  careful  not  to  let 
"  vour  malice  so  far  overshoot  the  mark,  as  to  leave 
*'  us  no  excuse  for  contirminsf  vour  verdict."' — This 


*  The  damages  given  for  y^i/ji/)/ accusing  Mr.  Pitt  of  this 
heinous  offence  was  250/.— Britioh  printers^  bless  your  kind 
stars ! ! 

was 
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\yas  pretty  language  from  a  Court  to  a  Jury  !  The 
Jury  followed  your  directions  with  great  exact- 
ness, and  the  malignant  slaves  thought  they  had 
given  me  a  deadly  blow  ;  but  that  blow,  while  it 
has  had  no  etiect  on  me,  has  recoiled  with  re- 
doubled force  on  thems.ch'es,  their  accomplices, 
and  their  city. 

But  your  pretext  for  rec(^maiending  a  ruinous 
verdict^  is,  if  possible,  more  atrocious  than  the  re- 
commendation itself.  "  Offences  of  this  kind,"  say 
you,  "  have,  for  some  time  past,  too  much  abounded 
'^  in  our  city ;  //  seems  hii^h  lime  to  restrain  them — that 
"  task  is  >\'ith  you.  Gentlemen." — So,  because  ot- 
tences  01  the  same  kind  liad  abounded  in  tlie  citif, 
because  they  had  passed  unnoticed,  because  thev 
had  been  tolerated,  1  was  to  be  all  but  absolutely 
ruined  ;  I  was  to  suffer  lor  what  all  others  had  done, 
and  also  for  the  negligence  of  Courts  and  Juries  1 
Precious  justice  this ! 

Yes ;  offences,  not  of  "  this  kind,"  but  of  a 
much  worse  kind,  had,  indeed,  tor  a  long  time 
abounded  in  your  city.  Libels  the  most  false, 
scandalous,  and  malicious  ;  publications  the  most 
obscene  and  most  impious,  had  long  abounded,  and 
do  still  abound  ;  and  had  I  shared  in  these  publica- 
tions, not  a  farthing  ot  damages  would  ever  have 
been  given  against  me.  i3ut  I  was  a  British 
subject ;  I  had  defended  the  character  of  my 
Kin":  and  countrv  an-ainst  the  infamous  calum- 
nics  that  you  and  your  asociates  suffered  to  be 
propagated  ;  1  exposed  the  little  despots  of  Ame- 
rica j  1  had  C(jntrasted  their  character  with  that  oi 
the  King,  against  whom  tlicy  were  continually  en- 
dv^avouring  to  revive  the  animosity  of  the  people; 
and  it  was  for  this,  and  this  alone,  that  you  and 
your  associates  hated  me.  At  the  very  moment 
when  you  ga\e  this  scandalous  cliarge,   when  you 

called 
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called  aloud  for  ruin  on  my  head,  vou  were  per-*- 
fectly  convinced  that  I  had  rendered  America  es- 
sential services  ;  you  knew  that  my  character  was 
unblemished,  and  that  my  conduct,  as  a  publisher, 
was  singularly  laudable  ;  you  knew  that  I  never 
wilfully  published  ?i  falsehood ;  you  knew  that,  as 
a  bookseller,  I  never  gave  circulation  to  a  seditious, 
an  irreligious,  or  an  immoral  publication,  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  I  had  constantly  endea- 
voured to  obstruct  the  progress  of  such  works, 
and  that  I  had  been  the  patron  of  every  effort 
to  counteract  their  deleterious  effects.  All  this 
you  knew,  and  with  all  this  in  your  mind,  you 
uttered  the  malicrnant  charofe  which  I  this  dav 
rescue  trom  that  oblivion  to  which  its  stupidity  had 
condemned  it*. 

One  fact  onlv  remains  to  be  narrated,  and  a  most 
valuable  one  it  is.  I  beg  every  Englishman  to 
pay  good  attention  to  it,  and  to  bless  God  for  not 
having  placed  him  under  the  jurisdiction  of  an 
American  Judge. 

The  trial  was  begun  on  the  13th,  rtnd  the  5000 
dollar  verdict  was  given  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber. It  is  well  known  that  after  every  verdict,. /b«r 
daijSs  are  allowed,  previous  to  entering  up  the 
judgment,   in   order  to    enable    the    defendant  to 


'  *  The  partiality  of  these  people  does  not  appear  in  its 
true  light,  till  it  is  known  that  Mr.  Feiino,  who  was  sued 
at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  very  same  pretended  libel, 
has  been  suffered  to  go  otl  without  further  notice.  They  hate 
Fenno  lor  his  royalist  principles,  but  he  being  an  American, 
they  knew  that  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  Jury  to  assess 
heavy  damages  against  him,  and  to  have  given  5000  dol- 
lars against  me,  while  they  only  gave,  pt-rhaps,  100  against 
him,  would  have  been  too  glaring  a  proof  of  their  infamy. 
For  the  same  reason  the  attion  against  him  will  never  be 
brought  to  issue, 

prepare 
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prepare  for  application  for  an  arrest  of  judgment. 
On  the  17th,  therefore,  my  counsellor,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Tilghman,  made  a  motion  for  a  rule  to 
show  cause  why  the  verdict  and  judgment  should 
not  be  set  aside  tor  exccssiveness  of  damages ; 
which  motion  was  rejected  by  you  and  your  asso- 
ciates. Well  might  you  reject  it !  for,  on  the  16th, 
the  day  before  you  retused  the  new  trial,  I  was 
actualhj  arrested  tor  the  5000  dollars  at  New- York! 
so  that  it  appears,  that  the  plaintiff  and  his  coun- 
sel were  sure,  quite  sure,  that  a  new  trial  would 
not  be  granted  two  days,  at  least,  before  that  new 
trial  was  moved  for  !— Vivat  Respublica !  Ilu.zz3. 
for  libertv  and  revolution  ! 

'•'  And  what  do  I  care  for  all  this?"  say  you  ; 
"  I  have  got  the  post  of  Chief  Justice,  and  shall 
"  hold  it  j  and  in  spite  of  all  the  exposures  you 
"  can  make,  I  shall  still  have  the  huzzas  of 
"  the  base  herd  of  Americans*." — That  is  true 
enough :  I  have  not  encountered  the  hopeless 
task  of  m.aking  any  impression  on  you,  or  on 
the  wretched  beings  by  whom  you  are  surround- 
ed ;  but  I  know  ichere  I  shall  produce  an  im- 
pression :  and  though  my  labours  may  be  slow  in 
their  operation,  they  Vv'ill  be  sure  and  lasting  in 
their  etlects. 

W.  COBBETT. 


•  When  Shippen  closed  his  charge,  there  was  a  clapping  of 
bands  inrtonosi  the  people,  who  filled  the  galleries  and  thtj  aica 
of  the  Court  hou'-e ;  and  wheo  tlie  verdi(5twas  prononnccd,  the 
joy  of  the  malignant  wretches  broke  out  into  loud  and  repeated 
acclamations!  Nor  was  this  joy  confined  to  the  herd  of  specta- 
tors j  the  shouting  in  the  Court-house  was  the  next  day  re- 
corded by  the  news-printt-rs,  who  exulted  in  this  proof  of  the 
zeal  and  justice  of  iheir  fello-iv  citizens  I 
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The  Rush-Light  has  alreadt^  made  some  astonisli- 
ing  exposures  respecting  the  much  boasted  libcrfj/ 
of  the  p?-e.'s\\\  It  lias  many  more  to  make.  The 
mean  arts  and  the  abominable  tyrannv  employed 
in  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  ot  effecting  the 
suppression  of  this  work,  surpass  all  that  ever  has 
been  recorded  of  the  detestable  court  ot  Star-Cham- 
ber.  The  governments  of  America  a})pear  to  me 
to  be  approaching  very  fast  towards  absolute  des- 
potism. If  a  writer,  like  the  author  of  the  Pu?-- 
sia'/s  of  Literature,  were  in  this  country,  he  would 
be  ruined,  if  not  assassinated,  in  less  than  twelve 
months.  The  poor  printers  and  booksellers  are  re- 
duced to  a  degree  of  slavish  dread  hardly  to  be 
conceived ;  and  to  liear  the  language  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  general,  one  would  really  imagine,  that 
the  bloody  laws  of  Valentinian  (on  which  M'Kean 
lately  pronounced  an  eulogium)  were  in  full 
force*. 


*  A  few  days  ago,  a  paragraph  appeared  in  a  Philadelphia 
paper,  recommending  the  passing  of  a  law  to  punish  the  lenders 
and  the  readers  of  libels  !  This  paragraph  was,  I  am  informed, 
written  and  published  at  the  request  of  an  officer  under  the 
federal  government.  Now  let  me  ask,  what  the  people  of 
England  would  say  to  the  editor  of  any  of  those  papers  that  are 
called  ministerinl,  were  they  to  broach  such  a  proposition  as 
this  ?  Would  the  public  bear  it  ?  And  is  not  its  being  borne 
here,  without  a  murmur,  a  clear  proof  that  the  people  have  no 
true  notion  of  liberty,  and  that  they  are  amused  with  the  name, 
while  the  thing  is  not  known  amongst  them? 


FOR. 
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PORCUPINE'S  REVENGE. 
A  Dialogue  between  Rush  and  Porcupine. 

Rush.  Master  Peter,  yoa  see,  with  my  tweh'c  sov'reign  men,' 
I  have  tipp'd  you  a  squeeze  for  the  strokes  of  your  pen. 
These  twelve  sov'reign  men,  now  I  no  longer  need  them. 
How  shall  I  reward  ? 

Peter.  Why,  bleed  them.  Rush,  hleed  them  ! 

Rush.  But  to  the  Judge  on  the  bench,  so  just  and  humane, 
(The  worthy  successor  and  tool  of  M'Kean) ; 
To  my  liwyers  who  bellow'd  so  loudly  against  you^ 
To  Hopkinsou,   Ingersol,   Levi  the  Jew, 
The  half-quaker  Lewis  (who  once  was  a  carter). 
And  yourfai'hful  counsel,  the  mob-courting  Harper  j 
To  my  volunteer  witnesses,  grateful  young  Mease, 
To  the  poor  Dr.  Co\e.  and  poor  granny  Dewees, 
(Who  gen'rousiy  came,  with  no  duty  to  urge  them). 
What  rriturn  shall  I  make  ? 

Peter.  Why,  purge  them,  Rush,  purge  them  ! 

Enter  Grave-Disser. 

Grav.-Dig.  By  my  soul,  Master  Peter,  I  think  it  too  hard. 

That    with  such    folks   as   these  I    must   £11    my 
church  vard. 
Peter.  Church-yard!  honftst  fellow,  my  meaning's  not  such  ; 
For,  where  a  man's  buried  it  matters  not  much ; 
And  the  great  Dr.  Mitchell   (of  bleeding  renown) 
Says,  "  let  all  human  carrion  be  dragg'd  out  of  town." 


A  TRAGEDY  SCENE. 

£/^^erS-.\NGTiADo,  with  file  Husli-Light  in  his  hand. 

He  remains  J'or  about  Iialfan  hour  in  stupid,  sullen 

silence:  and  then,  startiugfrom  his  ixrerie,  pours 

forth,  in  slow  and  melancholy  accents,  tlie following 

soliloquy. 

Unthinking  Doctor,  wherefore  did  thy  rage 
Urge  thee  with  printer's  prowess  to  engage  ? 
VOL.    XI.      .  c   c  O, 
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O,  why  from  puffing  to  the  law  retire  ? 

Why  for  thyself  construct  the  fun'ral  fire? 

Whit  though  an  Ingersol  before  thee  stood. 

With  dangling  brush,  to  paint  thee  fair  and  good  ; 

A  weeping  Hopkinson,  dear  tender  creature. 

Sobbing  to  wail  tlie  injuries  of  Nature  ; 

What  though  kind-hearted  jurors  press'd  thee  round. 

And  philanthropic  judges  too  were  found  ; 

What  though  the  gentle,  ju'^t,  and  gen'rnus  crowd 

The  verdict  sanction'd  with  applauses  loud ; 

What  though  five  thousand  dollars  were  the  prize. 

Which,  in  idea,  gratify'd  thine  eyes  ? 

Say  !  could  such  lenitives  relieve  thy  shame. 

Or  reunite  thee  to  thy  shadow,  fame  r 

Could  they  kill  Peter — whose  vindictive  art 

So  well  directs  his  venom  to  thy  art  ? 

Could  they  prevent  exposure  and  disgrace, 

Or  change  the  tincture  of  an  Ethiop's  face? 

Oh,  no  !  they  bade  these  hellish  fires  arise. 

And  bound  thte  to  the  stake  ! — (He  dies.) 


A  PORTRAIT  OF  A  GOVERNOR. 

DjYiwn  by  one  of  his  Slaves. 

Before  I  exhibit  this  picture,  I  shall  trouble  the 
reader  with  a  few  explanatory  remarks.  AI'Kean, 
from  under  whose  government  I  thought  it  prudent 
to  retire  in  December  last,  had  no  sooner  seized 
fast  hold  of  the  reins  of  power,  than  he  began  to 
lash,  with  a  merciless  hand,  every  man  who  had 
dared  to  oppose  his  election,  and  who  happened  to 
be  placed  within  his  immediate  reach.  The  civil 
offices  in  Pennsylvania,  such,  tor  instance,  as  that 
of  register,  clerk  of  court,  prothonotary,  &c.  Sec. 
are  very  numerous,  and  are  all  held  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  governor,  who  appoints  and  dis- 
places without  control  or  advice.  Tlie  greatest 
part  of  these  offices  were  filled  by  men,  who  had 
rendered  themselves  more  or  less  conspicuous  during 
the  late  revolution  ;  and  who,  being  once  on  horse- 
back, and    finding    riding  much  pleasanter    than 

walking, 
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walking,  through  this  vale  of  tears,  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  dismount.  They  had  all  been  appointed  by 
Mifflin,  who,  though  not  destitute  of  malice,  was 
a  mere  sot,  capable  of  being  soothed  by  the  most 
stupid  attempts  at  adulation.  Most  of  these  civil 
officers  had  served  in  a  military  capacity  under 
him,  and  he  felt  that  partiality  towards  them, 
which  old  comrades  generally  feel  towards  each 
other.  When,  therefore,  a  successor  to  their  pa- 
tron was  to  be  chosen,  they  saw  themselves  in 
jeopardy.  Two  candidates  offered.  Boss  and 
M'Kcan.  In  the  latter  they  remembered,  indeed, 
an  old  revolutionist ;  but  they  also  remembered, 
that  he  was  not  a  Mifflin.  Keen,  vigilant,  perse- 
vering, tyrannical,  and  vindictive,  as  they  knew 
M'Kean  to  be,  they  were  atraid  to  give  him  their 
support,  lest  they  should  have  him  for  a  master, 
and  afraid  to  oppose  him,  lest  they  should  be  dis- 
placed. Being,  however,  at  last,  tully  persuaded 
that  Ross  would  succeed,  they  openly  gave  him 
their  support.  They  were  cgregiously  deceiv^ed ; 
M'Kean  was  elected  by  a  vast  majority:  and, 
though  his  great  age  was  one  of  the  objections  they 
affected  to  have  against  him,  he  soon  made  them 
feel  that  he  was  not  deficient  in  point  of  energy. 

The  first  step  he  took  was  to  annul  all  the  com- 
missions, during  pleasure,  granted  by  his  prede- 
cessor. He  had  previously  obtained  exact  intorma- 
tion  respecting  the  electioneering  conduct  of  every 
one  of  the  civil  officers,  whom  he  had  the  power  to 
displace,  and  according  to  this  he  made  put  his  list 
of  proscription.  He  swept  the  poor  fellows  off  by 
dozens,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  a  foul-feeding 
glutton  brushes  the  Mies  from  the  meat  which  he  is 
himself  going  to  devour. 

Many  of  these  ousted  patriots,  all  of  them,  in- 
deed, who  could   WTite   (and  some  of  them  who 

c  c  'J  couJbi 
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could  not),  began  a  most  lamentable  outcry  against 
liim.  The  newspapers  were,  and  still  are,  inun- 
dated with  their  doleful  addresses  to  the  compassion 
of  the  people.  Being,  as  they  imagined,  snugly 
quartered  on  the  public  for  life,  they  had  entirely 
forgotten  the  favourite  maxim  of  republicanism — a 
rotation  in  office  ! 

Amongst  all  these  pitiful  complainants,  not  one 
has  come  before  the  public  with  a  worse  grace  than 
the  writer  of  tlie  following  letter.  He  married  one 
of  Mifflin's  bastard  daughters,  and  with  her  he 
married  two  offlces,  those  of  clerk  of  the  mayor's 
and  orphan's  courts  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  but  M'Kean,  not  willing,  I  suppose,  to 
tolerate  polygamy  in  his  dominions,  has  divorced 
him  trom  two  thirds  of  his  spouses. 

To  GOVERNOR  M'KEAN. 

Philadelphia,  March  I7,  1800. 

At  length  ray  case  is  decided,  and  I  have  received  from  your 
Excellency  my  dismission  from  office,  in  dire6t  and  palpable 
violation  of  your  promise  made  {noi  to  me.  for  I  h.ive  no  favours 
to  askofyou),  but  to  the  late  Governor  Mifflin,  wiiich,  although 
he  is  no  more,  can  be  ascertained  by  proof  you  dare  not  contra- 
dift.  It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  no  surprise,  that  the  little  regard 
you  may  have  left  for  your  character  and  veracity,  in  transac- 
tions of  this  kind,  has  yielded,  after  a  short  struggle,  to  the 
burning  impulse  of  party  rage  and  personal  vengeance,  let, 
if  there  were  not  many  and  irresistible  evidences  of  your  total 
disregard  for  every  manly  and  just  sentiment,  when  it  comes  ia  I 
collision  with  your  paltry  and  vind'£live  passions,  I  should  | 
suppose  you  had  not  without  some  dilliculty  made  up  your 
mind  to  my  removal,  and  that  now  and  tlitn  a  consciousness  of 
perfidy  would  stagger  your  resolution,  and  make  you  sensible 
of  shame. — Let  me  repeat  that  I  pretend  to  no  claims  upon 
your  personal  or  political  regard.— I  made  no  requests,  and  re- 
ceived no  promises  ;  /  had  a  right  to  none,  and  I  place  this  among 
the  honourable  circumstances  of  my  dismission  :  but  to  the  late 
Governor  you  did  make  such  promises;  they  are  known  to 
many;  and  your  secretary,  before  the  death  of  Mr,  Mifflin, 
explicitly  declared,  not  surely  from  his  own  authority,    that  / 
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ivouldie  co7it'inued  in  my  appoint  men  !s.  As  a  further  proof  that  my 
removal  was  not  at  first  intended,  I  received  no  circular  letter, 
as  those  gentlemen  did  who  were  originr.Hy  proscribed. — Whe- 
ther the  mean  and  guilty  terror,  Icokiug  to  another  election, 
and  trembling  before  a  supposed  dangerous  competitor,  which 
induced  you  10  make  a  promise  so  repugnant  to  your  inclina- 
tion, or  the  contemptible  perfidy  with  which  you  have  broken 
that  promise,  be  the  most  debasmg.  is  a  question  you  may  dis- 
cuss at  your  leisure ;  but  when  deatli  had  removed  the  d;mger 
which  was  the  basis  of  your  engagcint-nt,  I  was  satisfied  yuu 
■would  not  suiiVr  youself  to  be  shackled  with  the  obligation. 
Mine  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  you  have  pursued  iliis 
disgraceful  course  of  trimming  duplicity.  I  am  accjuainted 
with  other  cases  in  which  the  sauie  sort  of  low  degrading  policy 
and  iusincerily  have  been  used  by  you,  which  in  due  time  will 
be  exposed  10  the  public  eye. 

When  I  looked  through  my  native  state,  and  beheld  the 
viftims  that  were  falling  on  every  side;  when  I  saw  you 
scouring  over  the  land  like  an  avenging  tury ;  when  I  disco- 
vered that  long,  laborious,  and  faithful  scrsices  in  that  revolu- 
tionary war,  about  which  you  prate  so  much;  that  unexctpii- 
onable  official  condu6t,  and  the  most  amiable  private  character; 
that  no  course  ot  prudence  or  moderaiion  at  the  lats  election  ; 
that  nothing,  in  fa6t,  but  an  active  membKrship  in  your  party 
could  save — when  you  declared  to  a  gentleman,  "  you  are  an 
"  unexceptionable  charafter,  and  an  excellmt  officer,  hut  you 
"  voiLd  against  me" — when  old  age,  burdened  with  large  and 
expensive  fan)ilies,  was  treated  with  scorn  and  consigned  witli 
insult  to  misery  asd  want;  nay,  when  the  very  tears  ihat 
glistened  in  the  eyes  of  the  distressed  seemed  but  to  brighten 
your  savage  triumph,  what  had  I  to  expert  ?.  an  open  and 
avowed  opponent  to  your  elcdtion,  who  had  requested  no  friend 
to  solicit,  no  fie  to  forbear;  well  knowing,  that  solicitation, 
whilst  it  pampers  the  base  pride  of  a  groveling  and  vindiftive 
mind,  never  di>-poscs  it  to  justice  or  moderation.  Wiien  such 
men  as  Aknuv,  Gibbons,  Linton,  Read,  Bowers,  Bak- 
NiTZj  and  LiuNS,  whose  "  while  liakes  challenge  pity,"  ^nd 
who  have  wasted  iheir  youth  in  the  service  of  their  country,  ate 
struck  with  your  iron  rod  of  power,  in  what  could  /  prrscma/y 
hope  for  an  exeinpiiou  ?  Do  you  tell  me  that  Buniiiz  and  Lions 
have  been  niappoinitd  ?  but  you  will  not  say  they  were  net 
marked  as  devoted  victim-;,  and  were  not  accordingly  compli- 
mented with  your  civil  circulars,  in  which,  with  a  ludicrous 
and  canting  hyjiocrisy,  you  atff6t  to  be  soiry  at  the  arrange- 
ments, made  by  youncif,  which  render  tin  ir  removal  and  de- 
struction necessaiy.  You  did  not  pursue  th(;  blow,  it  i>>  true  ; 
but  why  ?     Did  conscience  recall  the  deed,  and  a  sense  of  duty 
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restrain  you  ?     No — or  you  could  never  have   intended  their 
ruin.     But  the  people  of"  their  respeftive  counties  became   out- 
rageous at  yonr   unexampled   bnrbarity,  crnshing  the   crippled 
soldier  and  the  aged  patriot  ;  your   popularity  was  threatened, 
and  your  coward  heart  shrunk  from  the  foul  niibchi'^f  your  soul 
delighted    in  :    insufferably    indolent    and   overbearing    in    the 
ebulitions  of  your  Ituiper,  you  sink  mean,  deiefted,  and  de- 
graded   at    the    prospeft    of  just  retribution.     Such   wns  your 
charafter  as  chief  justice  on  the  bench,  and  if   adheres  to  the 
governor.     As  to  the  exercise  of  your  power  on   me,  there   is 
nothing  remarkable  in  it,  as  it  relates  mprely  to  myself  j  and  is 
^vorthy  of  remark  only   as  it   exposes  the    rottenness  of  your 
faith.     Tliere  are    many  ground-  on   which  I   might  with  cer- 
tainty have  looked  for  this  procf-e ling  from  vdu.     The   ra^-e  of 
an  old  family  quarrel   (m  which  I  had   no  part)   may  have'^in  a 
measure  subsided;  but  the  embers  have  been   burning  on  your 
heart,  and  wanted    but  opportunity  to   blow  them  into  a   de- 
stroying  flame.     Any  man  acquainted  with   your   temper  and 
dispositions  will  not  hesitate  to  believe,  that  you   can  scarcely 
receive  a  more  welcome  gratification  than  to  inflia  an  injniy  on 
the  son  of  Fkancis   Hopkin?on.     Whether  this  was  the  pre- 
vailing impulse  in  your  conduft,  or   whether  some   mercenary 
dependant  claims  the  promised  price  of  his  prostituted  services 
(for  you  will  recollea  you   speak  of  your  "  arraiigcvwiis"  on 
the  very  day  after  you  came  into  office),   I  will  not  more  mi- 
nutely  enquire:    as    the  motives    are  equally  unworthy,  your 
claim  to  either  or  both  of  them  will  not   be  doubted.     But  ano- 
ther reason  remains — I  opposed  you  at  the  late  eUclion :  yes,  thank 
God  !  and  in  a   most  open,  decisive,  and  undisguised  manner. 
My  efforts,  such   as  they    were,  w^ere  exerted  against  you    to 
their  extent,  and  in  favour  of  a  man,  infinitely  above  you  in 
the  qualifications  of  his  heart  and  understanding,  and  in  the 
respeftability  of  his  charafter  and  condu6t  :  and   I  had  a  full 
and  uniinpeachable   right  to   do  so:   and  wliile  I   did   it   with 
truth  and  propriety  you  had  no   right  to  complain.     As  to    the 
manner  of  my  opposition,  I  drfy  die  industry  of  yonr  Excel- 
lency, which  has  been  so  fortunate    in  collecting  alliiJavits  and 
certificates,  true  and  untrue,  from  all    quarters  of  the  state,   of 
the  deeds,  words,  and   thoughts  of  your  enemies!     I   defy   all 
those  wretched  minions,  who,   crawling  at  your  feet  while  they 
despise  you  in  their  souls,  bloat  your  pride  with  disgusiino-  flat- 
tery, until  your  poor,  weak    brain  reels  inflame  your  passions 
with  paltry   anecdotes,  and  corrupt  your  heart  with  falsehood 
and  hypocrisy — lo  produce  a  sirigle  paragrapli  of  my  writintr, 
a  single  word  of  my  utterance,  that  is  not,  to  the  utmost,  true 
in  its  matter,  and  justifiable  in    its  manner.     I  do  not  mean   to 
Stand  accountable  for  every  thing  that  your  apdavit-ynm  may 

lay 
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lay  to  my  charge :  God  forbid  that  I  should  be  tried  by  their 
veracity  !  but  what  I  have  written,  said,  or  done,  I  will  ac- 
knowledge and  defend.  My  opposition  w^s  honest,  conscien- 
tious and  constitutional}  and  I  would  not  recall  the  smallest 
portion  for  all  you  can  give,  or  all  you  can  take  away, 

I  have  been  informed,  that  once,  in  the  fury  of  a  savage 
temper,  or  in  the  heat  of  inebriety  (for  the  most  regular  men 
are  sometimes  thrown  off  their  balance),  you  boaslingly  de- 
clared of  an  officer  you  were  about  to  displace,  for  the  unpar- 
donable sin  of  voting  against,  •'  that  you  ivou/d  teach  bis  iv'ifc 
*'  and  children  hoiv  to  star've  /"  Such,  probably,  arc  your  chari- 
table intentions  towards  me  :  but  in  these  1  trust  you  will  be 
disappointed.  Although  the  offices  I  have  holden  have  neces- 
sarily abstraded  me  in  a  great  degree  from  the  regular  pursuits 
of  my  profession,  which  I  shall  exert  myself  to  regain,  yet  I 
cannot  doubt,  that  perseverance  and  industry  will  make  tlie 
loss  you  have  inflided  but  temporary,  and  disappoint  the  mur- 
derous malignity  that  didated  your  conduft.  \Vhen  such  dull 
animals  as  Thomas  M'Kean,  without  the  smallest  pretensions  to 
genius,  mannerd,  or  general  information,  become  governors, 
nobody  should  despair  of  preferment. 

While  you  arc  exercising  with  merciless  rage  the  odious 
power  of  a  tyrant,  while  you  are  gratifymg  passions  the  most 
diabolical,  and  resentments  the  most  mean,  you  can  scarcely  be 
so  lost  in  the  sublime  contemplation  of  your  own  importance, 
as  to  hope  that  the  vidims  you  prostrate  will  retort  no  re- 
proaches to  your  teeth,  or  bury  in  silence  the  injuries  you  in- 
flift.  Do  you  suppose  that  every  blow  you  strike  breaks  the 
spirit  of  the  man,  extinguishing  even  the  desire  of  retaliation  ? 
Or  do  you  feel  yourself  so  exalted  on  your  tottering  stool  of 
authority,  as  to  despise  the  just  reward  of  your  deeds?  Your 
elevation  commands  neither  respeft  nor  fear  iTom  me,  and  the 
use  you  are  making  of  it  is  sinking  you  even  with  your  friends. 
I  have  never  approached  you  with  humility,  and  1  do  not  now 
address  you  to  complain.  That  immoveable  hatred  and  con- 
tempt, with  which  a  free  mind  scorns  a  tyrant,  in  all  his. shapes 
and  in  all  his  a6ts,  are  the  cn!y  feelings  that  inspire  me  in  your 
presence.  In  all  (his  display  of  the  strength  of  office,  1  know 
you  area  poor,  self-convitSted,  wretched  being.  You  lie  down 
covered  with  curses,  and  the  hours  of  a  single  day  do  not  pass 
round  without  whipping  you  with  the  stings  of  scorpions, 
making  you  feel  what  sort  oi  thing  you  are.  Ulius  t!  e  vr.y  in- 
dulgence of  your  wishes  becomes  the  b.ine  of  your  happiness. 

One  consideration  only  has  made  me  hesitate  in  tiuis  exposing 
your  thamrful  insincerity  to  the  world,  and  giving  cNprcssion 
to  my  feelings.  I  mean  the  good  understanding  and  friendly 
intercourse  that,  putting   political  differences  aside,  has  sub- 

t^  «^  4  sistcJ 
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sisted  between  the  branches  of  our  respeftive  families,  which 
promised  to  bury  the  feuds  of  former  days,  and  restore  that 
harmony  which  should  ever  be  found  among  the  descendants  of 
common  ancestors.  But  I  address  yon  nn  a  personal  question 
between  you  and  me,  in  m  hi(  h  your  children  are  in  no  shape 
implicated;  and  1  trust  they  can  scarcely  be  so  unreasonable 
as  to  rxpeA  I  am  to  be  wounded  without  feeling,  or  to  feel 
without  resenting. 

You  may  perh  ips  discover  harshnes-  of  language  in  this  letter, 
but  to  have  accommnlatcd  myself  to  the  favourite  style  of  your 
Excellency,  I  should  have  indulg(^d  much  more  deeply  in 
inve6ti\e  and  abuse.  A  man  who  ventures  to  brand  nearly  one 
half,  and  surely  (he  most  respeftable  part,  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  such  names  as  traitors,  tories,  refugees*, 
&c.  thus  charging  thein  with  positive  and  high  crimes,  has 
little  reason  to  look,  for  much  studied  politeness  of  expression 
from  those  he  has  so  gros.sly  and  indecently  insulted.  Your 
claims  on  this  score  from  me  will  appear  still  more  unfounded, 
when  you  refleft  on  the  evening  in  which,  in  the  presence  of 
one  of  my  friends,  you  amused  youself  with  calling  me  scoun- 
drel, puppy,  rascal,  with  similar  f-pithets  of  genteel  disappro- 
bation. 

1  understand  J.  Berkley  is  not  intended  as  the  permanent 
proprietor  of  my  offic**s  but  that  he  is  to  hold  them  for  a  year, 
when  they  will  be  delivered  over  to  a  person  who  will  then  be 
qualified  to  receive.  This  is  a  sort  of  juggling,  by  which  your 
Excellency  may  reward  a  great  many  friends  with  a  few  offices. 
How  much  the  chance  of  ihis  coThiiigeut  remainder-man  is  worth, 
time  will  decide;  but  if  -/E-op's  frog,  or  any  other  poor 
creature,  ever  burted  with  pride,  your  Excellency  will  cer- 
tainly make  an  explosion  bet"ore  the  year  rurrs  out. — For  the 
present  I  leave  you,  but  with  this  assurance,  that  you  and  I 
do  not  part  here. 

Jos,     HOPKINSON. 


*  If  M'Kean  diJ  call  the"  m^st  respeifabW'  ^2iVt  of  the  people 
T^,nes,  he  was  above  h.ilf  r'^ghr  I  differ,  too,  with  Mr.  Hnpkinson 
on  another  point.  I  cannot  think  that  calliriL^  people  Tories  and 
Rif^tgets  is  to  accuse  them  of  *'  positive  and  high  crimes." 
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POSTCRIPT  BY  PETER  PORCUPINE. 

NOAVj  reader,  remember,  that  tins  is  not  the 
invectijfe  of  a  royalist  agahist  a  republican  chief: 
it  is  the  languajje  of  one  repubhcan  speaking  of 
another.  It  is,  in  most  ot  its  traits,  a  fine  picture 
of  one  of  those  petty  despots,  who  have  arisen  out 
of  the  ruins  of  the  Britisli  srovernment  in  this 
country.  I  wish  every  subject  ot  the  King  to 
contemplate  it  weli,  and  to  ask  himself  seriously, 
whether  he  would  like  to  change  rulers  with  poof 
Hopkinson  and  his  fi^ee  fellow-citizens?  Oh! 
that  Britons  were  but  wise  !  Then  would  they 
daily  return  thanks  to  Heaven  for  the  bles:>ings  they 
enjoy ;  then  would  they  compare  the  character 
and  conduct  of  their  mild,  benevolent,  just,  and 
magnanimous  Sovereign,  with  those  of  the  selfish, 
mahgnant,  vindictive,  ferocious  tyrant,  who  now 
grinds  the  faces  of  tiie  Pennsylvanian-.  And  yet 
(oh  the  wonders  of  republican  vanity!)  tliese  latter 
wretches  have  liie  impadvjnce  to  talk  about  tiieir 
liberty,  and,  at  the  instigation  of  their  rapacious 
oppressors,  tliey  do  annually  celebrate,  what  they 
stupidly  term,  their"  emancipation  from  the  British 
"  yoke*  I !  r 

Bv  arts  like  these  it  is,  that  the  v/orld  has  been, 
and  is  still,  deceived.  1  he  vain  boastings,  the 
insolent  preten^ions,  of  republican  America,  have 
been  too  long  suffered  to  pass  with  impunity. 
Wlnj  the/  have,  would  take  more  tiiue  to  exp.lain 
ttian  1  can  spare  at  present ;  but,  the  fatal  coil-^c- 
quences  of  this  iniquity  are,  to   me  at  least,  very 

*  Lft  not  tlie  render  imagine  tint  this  article  is  intended  to 
be  published  in  Amcrka.  I'hese  liberty  boys  would  roast  me 
before  a  slow  tire,  were  1  to  promulgate  amongst  liiem  what  I 
have  wiiilcu  in  iLib  parjgraph. 

evident. 


394  THE  RUSH-LIGHT.  No.  V. 

evident.  The  seeds  of  the  late  horrid  rebellion  in 
Ireland  were  certainly  ingrafted  from  America ; 
and,  indeed,  if  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  instruct, 
as  well  as  to  govern,  the  subjects  of  the  British 
Empire,  will  suffer  them  to  be  deluded;  if  they 
will  tacitlij  acknowledge,  that  the  most  perfect 
system  of  government,  the  highest  degree  of  liberty 
and  happiness,  have  residledj'rom  a  rebetlion,  and  a^ 
rebellion,  too,  against  King^  (ieorge  the  Third ;  if 
they  will  supinely  permit  this  captivating  talsehood 
to  engross  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  what  is  the 
natural,  what  the  inevitable  consequence  ? 

Mr.  Grattan,  in  that  seditious  (not  to  say 
treasonable)  Address,  wliich  has  been  rendered 
notorious  by  the  admirable  Answer  of  Doctor 
Duigenan,  cites  the  example  of  America  as  an  en- 
couragement to  an  Irish  revolt,  and  takes  occasion 
to  terrify  the  loyal  subjects  of  Ireland  by  a  most 
false  and  malicious  representation  of  the  fate  ot  the 
American  loyalists.  So  far  as  Doctor  Duigenan 
was  possessed  of  facts,  he  has  amply  exposed  the 
falsehood  of  the  adresser :  lie  has  nobly  defended 
the  cause,  the  conduct,  and  the  character  ot  the 
loyal  Americans,  who  arc,  and  who,  I  trust,  ever 
will  be,  regarded  with  peculiar  affection  by  their 
King  and  their  faithful  fellow-subjects.  But,  had 
the  Doctor  lived  in  America  since  the  consum- 
mation of  the  *'  Glorious  Bevolution"  he  would, 
doubtless,  have  given  a  counterpart  to  the  picture, 
This  counterpart  I  have  attempted  to  draw,  and 
will  exhibit  it  on  some  future  occasion ;  suffice  it, 
for  the  present,  to  say,  tliat  it  holds  out  little 
temptation  to  treason  and  rebellion. 

END    OF    NO.    IV.    OF    THE    RUSH-LIGHT. 
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<'  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  ! — Tell  it  not  in 

"  Gath)  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon  !" 

Sam,  II.  c.  L  v.  19,  20. 


INTRODUCTION. 


J.  HE  friend  of  Priestley  and  of  Cooper  i^if  they 
have    one    left    on   earth)    may    now    imitate    the 
pathetic  solicitation    of  David,  when  he   heard   of 
the  disgraceful  catastrophe  of  Saul  and  of  Jonathan  ; 
for,  if  there   be  any  thing,  which  can  yet   add   a 
sting  to  the    torment  of  their  minds,  it  assuredly 
must  be  the  dread  of  that  derision,  which  a  know- 
ledge of  their  present  situation  is  calculated  to  pro- 
duce amongst  those,  whom  they  have  so  insolently 
reproachcx.!  for  peaceably  and  loyally  submitting  to 
the  rule  of  their  Sovereign,  and  whom  they  have  so 
earnestly  besought  to  exchange   the  hiraiuiy   of  a 
king  for  the  freedom  of  a  republic.     But,  on  this 
subject,  solicitation,  however  pathetic,  would,  and 
ought  to  be,  in  vain  3  for,  though  no  one  can  help 

teeling 
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feeling  some  compassion  for  the  humbled  dema- 
gogues, every  British  subject,  who  has  it  in  his 
power,  must  regard  it  as  his  duty  to  make  use  ot 
the  example,  now  furnished  by  themselves,  for  the 
purpose  of  eradicating  the  principles,  which  they 
have,  but  too  successfuHv,  endeavoured  to  im- 
plant.— Such,  I  solemnly  declare,  is  the  motive 
from  which  I  now  take  up  the  pen. 

The  character,  the  principles,  the  former  con- 
duct, of  Doctor  Priestley,  are  too  well  known  to 
require  an  elucidation.  And,  as  to  Mr.  Cooper, 
most  people  know,  that  he  is  also  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  that  he  has  for  a  long  time  been  a  most 
disaffected  subject,  that  he  accompanied  the  traitor 
IVali  in  an  embassy  to  the  rebel  assembly  of 
France,  that  he  afterwards,  in  1793,  came  to 
America,  returned  home  in  1794,"  and  published  a 
book,  exhorting- his  countrvmcn  to  emigrate  to  this 
land  of  liberty*,  whither,  finallv,  he  returned  him- 
self in  1795,  and  settled  at  Northumberland,  in 
the  State  ot  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  previously 
provided  a  retreat  lor  himself  and  his  trlend 
Priestlev. 

Being  now  arrived  in  that  republican  paradise, 
which  thev  had  so  lonir  sousrht,-  it  was  reasonable 
to  suppose,  that  they  vv^ould  pass  the  remainder  ot 
their  days  in  peace ;  but,  it  was,  on  the  otlier 
hand,  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  they  would 
expect  promotion  under  a  government,  which  tiiey 
had  made  use  of  such  unwarrantable  means  to  ex- 
alt above  all  others. 

While  General  V/asliington  was  President,  they 
seem  to  have  been  v/illing  to  forego  their  preten- 


*  This  book  is  entitled,  •'  Some  Lifurmatiun  resped'mg  yiiiierica" 
and  a  most  mischievous  publication  it  has  proved.  Hundreds 
of  poor  deluded  Englishmen  curse  the  hour  that  the  author 
was  born  J  but,  naore  of  this  hereafter. 

sions ; 
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iions ;  but  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams  was  an  event 
well  calculated  to  awaken  their  dormant  patriotism, 
and  to  encourage  them  to  seek  for  an  opportunity 
of  exerting  those  eminent  talents,  of  which  they 
had,  as  it  were,  robbed  their  native  country  purely 
for  the  good  of  Am.erica. 

Mr.  Adams  had,  it  seems,  liv^d  upon  terms  of 
oreat  intimacy  with  Doctor  Priestlev,  in  En<rland, 
where,  if  the  Doctor's  vanity  does  not  lead  him 
beyond  the  truth,  they  frequently  assembled  with 
Doctor  Price  and  other  worthies  of  the  same 
stamp,  all  of  whom  most  humanely,  benevolently, 
and  jjenerouslv  concurred  in  a  wish  to  better  the 
lot  ot  ill-tated  Britons  by  an  extension  of  their  poli- 
tical libertv  and  religious  toleration.  When,  there- 
fore, the  Birmingham  Philosopher  arrived  in  Ame- 
rica, his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Adams  was  re- 
newed, and  was  cultivated,  on  both  sides,  with  at 
least,  much  apparent  sincerity. 

That  Mr  Adams  had  little  objection  to  the 
religious  tenets  ot  the  Doctor  is  not  to  be  doubted  j 
for,  of  a  course  of  sermons,  which  the  latter 
preached,  at  Philadelphia,  during  the  winter  of 
1796,  Mr.  Adams  was  a  constant  hearer,  nay 
further,  these  sermons,  which  were  soon  afterwards 
published,  were,  by  permission,  dedicated  to  him, 
and  it  was  even  stated  in  the  dedication,  that  they 
were  publis/ied  at  his  request. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising,  that  the  Doctor 
looked  upon  the  exaltation  of  this  Gentleman  to 
the  President's  chair,  as  the  dawn  of  his  own  im- 
portance :  and,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  a  man 
far  less  sano:uine  than  Doctor  Priestlev,  miirht  have 
built  his  hopes  on  a  slighter  foundation.  Accord- 
ingly, the  very  next  session  of  Congress,  after  Mr. 
Adams's  election,  his  friend  the  Doctor  appeared 
as  a  candidate  for  the  post  of  Chaplain  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.     Great  exertions  were 

made 
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made  in  his  favour,  but  all  without  effect  ;  he  had 
only  twcnti/six  votes  out  of  a  hundred.  John 
Knox  was  vet  too  strons:  for  Socinus. 

In  bestowing  the  post  of  Congressional  Chaplain, 
the  President,  it  was  known,  had  little  or  no  influ- 
ence ;  therefore,  the  defeat  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives did  not  at  all  discourage  the  hopes  of 
the  Doctor,  or  of  his  brother  emigrant.  Mr. 
Adams  was  installed  in  March,  1797,  and  though 
offices  in  his  girt  are  not  very  plenty.  Cooper  found 
one  that  suited  him  in  a  very  little  time.  An  agent 
w^as  to  be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  attend  to  their  interests  before  the  Board 
of  Conimissioners,  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  in 
virtue  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 
The  business  of  this  agent  was  to  examine  the 
validity  of  the  claims  preferred  against  the  United 
States,  and  to  make  objections  to  them  if  necessary ; 
in  fact,  the  ofiice  was  neitlier  more  nor  less  than 
that  of  counsel  for  the  defendant ;  of  course,  it  re- 
quired a  lawyer  to  fill  it,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
wonderful,  that  Cooper,  who  was  bred  to  that 
profession,  should  take  a  fancy  to  the  salary. 
Priestley  undertook  to  give  him  the  following  re- 
commendation to  the  President. 

"  August  12,  1797. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

"  IT  was  far  from  being  my  intention,  or  my 
"  wiah,  to  trouble  you  with  the  request  of  any  fa- 
"  vours,  though  it  is  now  in  your  power  to  grant 
"  them ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  I  shall 
"  ever  take  a  second  liberty  of  the  kind.  But  cir- 
"  cumstances  have  arisen  which,  I  think,  call  upon 
"  me  to  do  it  once,  though  not  for  myself  but  a 
"  friend.    The  office  of  Agent  for  American  claims, 

"  was 


it 
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"  was  offered,  I  understand  to  Mr.  Hall  of  Sun- 
*'  bury,  and  he  has  declmed  it.  It  this  be  the  case, 
and  no  other  person  be  yet  fixed  upon,  I  should 
be  very  happy  if  I  could  serve  ISlr.  Cooper  (a 
man,  I  doubt  not,  ot  at  least  equal  ability,  and 
possessed  of  every  other  qualification  for  the  of- 
fice) by  recommending  him.  It  is  true  that  both 
"  he  and  myself  tall,  in  the  language  of  our  ca- 
"  lumniators,  under  the  description  of  Democrats 
"  who  are  studiously  represented  as  enemies  to 
"^  what  is  called  i^oiernment  both  in  England  and 
'*  here.  What  /  have  done  to  deserve  that  cha- 
"  racter  you  well  know,  and  Mr.  Cooper  has  done 
"  very  little  more.  In  fact,  we  have  both  been 
"  persecuted  for  being  friends  to  American  libertv, 
"  and  our  preference  of  the  government  of  this 
"  country  has  brought  us  both  hither.  However, 
"  were  the  accusation  true,  I  think  the  appoint- 
*'  ment  of  a  man  of  unquestionable  abilitv  and 
"  fidelity  to  his  trust,  for  which  I  would  make  my- 
"  self  answerable,  would  be  such  a  mark  of  supe- 
"  riority  to  popular  prejudice  as  I  should  expect 
"  from  you.  I  therefore  think  it  no  iinfavoiir(d)le 
"  circumstance  in  the  recommendation.  That  vou 
"  will  act  according  to  your  best  judgment,  I  have 
"  no  doubt,  with  respect  to  this  and  other  affairs  of 
"  infinitely  more  moment,  througli  which  I  am 
"  persuaded  you  will  bring  the  country  with  repu- 
"  tation  to  voursclf,  thou^-h,  in  circumstances  ot 
"  such  uncommon  difficulty,  perhaps  with  less  case 
"  and  satisfaction'  than  I  could  wish.  M'ith  my 
"  earnest  wishes  for  the  honour  and  tranc^uillity 
"  of  your  Presidency, 

"  I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your's  sincerely, 

"JOSEPH  PRIESTLEY." 

Sir. 
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"  ON  my  expressing  an  inclination  for  the  of- 
*'  ficc  which  Mr.  Hall  has  declined.  Dr.  Priestley 
*'  was  so  good  as  to  offer  his  services  with  you  on 
"  my  behalf. 

"  Probably  the  office  will  be  filled  before  this 
"  letter  can  reach  you  :  probably  tliere  may  be  ob- 
"  jections  to  nominating  a  person  not  a  native  of 
"  the  countrv :  probably  the  objection  mentioned  by 
"  Dr.  Priestley  may  reasonably  be  deemed  of  weight 
"  in  my  instance.  Be  all  tliis  as  it  may,  I  see  no 
**  impropriety  in  the  present  apphcation,  to  be  ap- 
"  pointed  Agent  of  American  claims,  for  it  is  still 
"  possible  I  may  suppose  more  weight  in  the  ob- 
"  jections  than  they  will  be  found  to  deserve.  If  it 
"  should  so  happen  that  I  am  nominated  to  that  of- 
**  fice  I  shall  endeavour  to  merit  the  character  the 
"  Doctor  has  given  of  me,  and  your  esteem.  I 
**  am    &c. 

"  THOMAS  COOPER." 

It  mu?t  be  confessed,  that  there  is  noticing  crawl- 
ing in  either  of  these  letters  :  they  breathe  as  inde- 
pendent a  spirit  as  letters,  on  such  a  subject,  pos- 
sibly can.  Nor  do  I,  indeed,  see  any  thing  in 
them  that  an  American  has  a  right  to  find  fault 
with.  The  Doctor's  assertion,  that  he  and  Cooper 
were  persecuted  in  England  for  their  attachment 
to  America,  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

What  answ^er  the  President  gave  to  the  letters,  or, 
whether  he  ever  gave  any  at  all,  is  not  publicly 
known;  but,  in  a  very  little  while  alter  the  date 
of  Coopers  api^lication,  one  Reid  of  Philadelphia, 
was  appointed  to  the  office,  which  appointment,  as 
is  natural  to  suppose,  gave  the  Northumberland  pa- 
triots great  offence.  In  point  of  talents.  Cooper 
was  certainly  very  far  superior  to  Reid ;  but  then, 

it 
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it  was  justly  considered,  by  those  who  talked  on 
the  subject,  that  the  revolutionary  pretensions  of 
the  former  were,  at  least,  doubtful,  while,  it  was 
notorious  that  the  latter  was  the  son  of  a- member 
of  the  Old  Congress,  who  had,  besides,  filled  the 
office  of  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in  those  glo- 
rious times  when.  Roberts  and  Carlisle  were  sent 
to  the  gallows! 

Independent,  however,  of  all  personal  conside- 
rations, the  President  had  sufficient  reason  for  re- 
fusing the  request  of  Cooper.  It  is  true,  that  this 
latter  was,  according  to  the  then  existing  law,  be^ 
come  what  is  called  an  American  Citizen ;  but,  it 
was  easy  to  perceive,  that  his  being  employed 
as  Agent  would  not  have  contributed  to  the  har- 
mony, which  it  was,  at  that  time,  hoped  would 
prevail  in  the  Board  of  Commissioners.  The  Bri- 
tish Commissioners,  gentlemen  of  loyalty  and  ho- 
nour, could  not  have  listened  with  much  respect  to 
the  companion  of  Watt  and  the  lying  preacher  of 
emigration ;  and,  had  they,  in  consideration  ot  the 
office,  forgotten  the  man  and  his  hostility  to  the 
Sovereign,  whose  commission  they  bore,  there  was 
every  reason  to  suppose,  that  he  v^^ould  avail  him- 
self of  the  numerous  opportunities  that  would 
offer,  to  keep  their  memories  continually  re- 
freshed. 

But,  strong  as  these  reasons  for  refusal,  and 
■  others  that  might  be  mentioned,  were,  the  patriots 
of  Northumberland  seem  not  to  have  perceived 
their  force.  Another  appointment,  too,  which  took 
place  soon  after  tiic  rejection  ol  Cooper,  probably 
aggravated  their  disalfcclion  ;  I  allude  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Rush  to  the  Trcasiireship  ot  the  Mint, 
a  post  which  woukl  have  suited  Doctor  Priestley  to  a 
nicety,  and  of  wliich  he  certainly  was  as  worthy  as 
his  more  smooth  tongued  competitor.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  Doctor  actually  applied  for  this 
VOL.  XI.  i>  d  place, 
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place,  but  it  was  talked  of  as  Ji  thing  that  he  would 
like  ;  and  certain  it  is,  that,  from  tlie  time  of  this 
appointment  to  the  present  day,  the  Doctor  and 
his  friend  Cooper  have,  on  all  convenient  occa- 
sions, shown  themselves  the  bitter  enemies  ot 
Mr.  Adams,  his  adm?iiistration,  and  his  measures. 

Hie  season  however,  tor  open  opposition  to  the 
Tederal  government,  was,  for  a  long  time,  inauspi- 
cious.    The  summer  of  1799  warmed  the  dormant 
faction  into  life.     In  Pennsylvania,  ]M*Kean,    the 
avowed  friend  of  France,  of  Jefferson,  and  of  de- 
mocracy, was  a  candidate  for  the  important  office 
ot  Governor.     To  him,  therefore,  who  had,  in  his 
State,  ten  times  as  many  offices  in  his  gitt  as  the 
President,  the  emigrated  philosophers  looked,  with 
confidence,  for  that  profit  and  importance,  which 
they  had  in  vain  solicited  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  that  they  might   not  be  destitute  of  a 
ground  for  their  pretensions,  they  zealously,  ably, 
and  efficaciously  supported  his  cause  in  the  canvass 
that  preceded  his  election. 

During  this  canvass,  tins  six  months  of  disputa- 
tion, of  intrigues,  of  reciprocal  calumny,  of  anxiety, 
ot  hope,  of  fear,  and  of  hatred.  Cooper,  who  is 
possessed  of  talents,  intrepidity  and  perseverance, 
that  would  do  honour  to  a  better  cause,  voluntarily 
became  the  editor  ot  a  newspaper  {published  in  his 
neighbourhood,  during  which  editorship  he  pub- 
lished, inhisownname,  a  number  ot  essavs,  otwhicUI 
shall  speak  more  fully  in  my  letter  to  liimself.  One 
of  these  essays,  which  was,  indeed,  a  well  writ- 
ten, a  most  artful,  and  an  extensively  mischievous 
performance,  drew  from  the  Federal  party,— not  a 
reply,  but,  a  })ublication  of  ilic  aiwcdotc  of  his  ap- 
pUcaiion  to  the  President,  ot  wliich  the  toUowing  is 
a  copy,  taken  tnim  a  Reading  paper,  in  which 
it  was  first  published,  on  the  Ubth  October,  1799. 

''  Thomas 
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*'  Thomas  Cooper  s  address  to  the  readers  of  the 
**  Sunbury  and  Northumberland  Gazette,  of  which 
*'  he  was  Editor,  having  been  republished  in  this 
**  State,  with  an  introduction  approbatory  of  the 
"  piece,  a  correspondent  wishes  to  know  if  it  be  the 
"  same  Thomas  Cooper,  an  Englishman,  of  whom 
"  the  following  anecdote  is  related  ?  If  it  is,  ev^ery 
"  paper  devoted  to  truth,  honour  and  decency, 
*'  ou"-ht  to  jrive  it  a  thorouo^h  circulation." 

'  Not  many  months  ago,  it  is  said  a  Mr.  Cooper, 

an  Englishman,   appHed  to  the  President  of  the 
"  United  States  to  be  appointed  agent  for  settling 
"  the  respective  claims  of  the  citizens  and  subjects 
"  of  this  country  and   Great  Britain.     In   his  let- 
"  ter  he  informs  the   President   that,  although  he 
"  (Thomas  Cooper)  had  been  called  a  Democrat, 
"  yet  his   real  political   sentiments   were   such  as 
*'  would  be  agreeable  to  the  President  and  govern- 
"  ment  of  the  United  States,  or  expressions  to  that 
"  effect.     This  letter  was  accompanied  with  ano- 
"  ther  from  Dr.  Joseph  Priestley,  who  did  not  fail  to 
*'  assure  the  President,  of  the  pliability  of  his  h'iend 
*'  Cooper's  democratic  principles.     The  President  it 
"  is  said  rejected  Cooper  s  application  with  disdain, 
"  and  Priestlei/s  with  still   stronger  marks  of  sur- 
"  prise,  saving,  it   is  said,  as  he  threw  the  letter 
"  on  the  table,  does  he  think  that  I  would  appoint 
"  any  Englishman  to  that  important  office  in  prefer- 
"  ence  to  an   American  ! — What  was  the  consc- 
"  quence  ? — When  Thomas  Cooper  toimd  his  appli- 
"  cation  for  a  lucrative  office  under  our  President 
"  rejected,  he  writes  in  revenge  the  address  which 
"  has  appeared  in  print,  and  Dr.  Priestley  CKcrtcd 
**  his  influence  in  dispersing  this  very  address,  which 
"  he  must  know  was  the   offspring  of  disappoint- 
"  ment  and  revenge ! ! !" 

The  reader,   who  compares   this  anecdote  with 
tke  Letters  of  Dr.  Priestley  and  Cooper,  and  who, 

D  d  2  like 
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like  me,  is  willing  to  give  the  devil  his  due,  will 
allows,  that  a  narrative  more   destitute  of  candour 
and  of  truth  never   disgraced  even  an  American 
newspaper.     It  was  attributed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government,  who,  it  was  said,  must  have, 
at  least  communicated  the  fact ;   but,  besides  the 
w^ant  of  grammar  in  the  composition,  and  the  gross 
falsehoods  of  the  statement,  it  is  by  no  means  cre- 
dible, that  the  government  would  be  guilty  of  such 
an  unpardonable  act  of  meanness  as  to  combat  its 
adversaries  by  divulging  the  applications,  dictated, 
probably,  by  their   poverty.     Had   this,  however, 
been  the  case,  I  see  no  reason  (provided  the  truth 
had  been  adhered  to)  on  which  either  Priestley  or 
Cooper   could,  consistently  with   their  principles, 
have  grounded  a  complaint ;  for,  they   have  both 
repeatedly  declared   (indeed,  it  is  one  of  their  fa- 
vourite  maxims),    that  government    should   have 
no  secrets. 

Cooper  published.  In  a  hand-bill,  on  the  2d  of 
November,   1799,  a  regular  reply  to  the  anecdote,, 
in  which  reply  he  vindicated  his  conduct  in  making 
the  application  for  an  ofiice   under  the  President, 
and  endeavoured  to  do  away  all  appearance  of  in- 
consistency, by  stating,  that  his  application  was 
made  before  the  President  had  sanctioned  any  of 
the  measures,  which  were  in  the  opinion  of  the  ap- 
triots,  so  abhorrent  to  true  republicanism,  so  de- 
structive to  the   inlerests  and  so  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.—"  Nor  do  1,"  said  he  "  see 
«'  any  impropriety  in  making  this  request,  to  Mr. 
"  iWams:    ai  that  time   he  had  just  entered  into 
*'  office,  he  was  hcjdly  in  the  infancy  of  political 
*'  mistake ;  even  those  who  doubted  his  capacity, 
■     "  thou ^' lit  well  of  his  intentions.     Nor  were  w^. 
«  yet  saddled  with    the  expense  of  a  pernianent 
"  navy,  or  threatened,  under  his  aus])ices,  with  the 
''  existence  ot  a  standing  army.     Our  credit  was 

"  not 
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"  not  yet  reduced  so  low  as  to  borrow  money  at 
"  eight  per  cent,  in  time  of  peace,  while  the  unne- 
"  cessary  violence  of  official  expressions  mi^ht  have 
**  justly  provoked  a  war.  Air.  Adams  had  not  yet 
'*  projected  his  embassies  to  Prussia,  Russia,  and 
*'  the  Sublime  Porte,  nor  had  he  yet  interfered,  as 
"  President  of  the  United  States,  to  influence  the 
"  decisions  of  a  court  of  Justice — a  sketch  of  au- 
"  thority  which  the  Monarch  of  Great  Britain  would 
"  have  shrunk  from — an  interference  without  pre- 
"  cedent,  against  law,  and  against  mercy.  This 
"  melancholy  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  a  native 
**  citizen  of  America,  forcibly  impressed  by  the 
**  British,  and  delivered  up,  with  the  advice  of  Mr, 
"  Adams,  to  the  mock  trial  of  a  British  Court 
"  Martial,  had  not  yet  astonished  the  republican 
"  citizens  of  this  free  country ;  a  case  too  little 
"  known,  but  of  which  the  people  ought  to  be 
"  fully  apprized,  before  the  election,  and  they 
"  shall  be." 

As  to  the  truth  or  the  falsehood,  the  innocence 
or  the  criminalness,  of  this  passage,  it  is  not  now 
my  business  to  enter  into  an  inquiry.  |t  furnished 
the  ground  for  a  criminal  prosecution  j  the  author 
was  indicted  at  the  last  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania ;  his  plea  was 
not  guilty,  he  set  up  a  justification,  pleaded  his  own 
cause,  was  found  guilty,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  of  400  dollars  and  to  suffer  six  months  impri^ 
sonment  on  the  felon  side  of  the  Philadelphia  jail, 
where  he  now  is. — May  such  be  the  fate  of  every 
Republican  Briton ! 

"  A  misfortune,"  says  the  proverb,  "  seldom 
comes  alone."  So  it  happened  now;  tor  the  day 
after  Cooper  was  convicted,  news  was  received  in 
Philadelphia,  that  Dr.  Priestjey  and  his  family  were 

^W  poisoned,  by  the  hands  of  his  ©wn  S !  l.give 
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the  article  as  I  find  it  in  Brown's  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette of  the  29th  of  April.    " 

From  the  Reading  Advertiser  of  Satiirday  last. 

"  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  respectable  gentlemaa 
"  in  Northumberland,  dated  April  17th,  1800,  to 
"  his  friend  in  this  place. 

On  Monday  last  Dr.  Priestley,  Mrs.  Priest- 
ley, (wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Priestley,  jun.)  her 
two  children,  a  hired  girl,  and  a  little  bound 
*'  girl,  all  of  them  were  poisoned ;  they  are  how- 
*'  eVcr  so  far  recovered,  with  their  own  exer- 
*'  tions  (by  drinking  warm  water),  and  the  assist- 
"  ance  of  tl"»€  medical  gentlemen  of  this  place,  that 
*'  they  are  supposed  to  have  overcome  the  most 
"  imminent  danger.  The  hired  girl  made  a  pudding 
"  for  dinner,  took  the  flour  as  usual  out  of  the 
*'  meal  chest,  biit  discovered  some  shining  parti- 
*'  clcs  of  some  substance  intermixed  with  the  Hour 
"  ■ — she  acquainted  Mrs.  Priestley  thereof,  who 
"  thought  little  or  nothing  of  it— tlie  girl  however 
"  and  a  hired  man,  went  to  the  chest,  and  took  off 
*'  the  top  which  appeared  to  have  most,  and  threw 
'*  it  away^  otherwise  they  all  must  have  inevitably 
"  tallen  an  instantaneous  sacrifice.  Tlie  poison  in- 
"  termixed  with  the  flour  is  said  to  be  arsenic,  and 
"  was  so  strong,  that  after  tlie  Doctor  and  family 
"  had  disci lafged  a  quantity  from  their  stomachs, 
"  by  vomiting,  the  poultry  eating  thereof  almost 
*'  instantlv  died. 

"  This  horrid  deed  of  the  person  that  is  supposed 
"  to  have  committed  it,  did  not  surprise  me  in  the 
"  least  w  hen  related  to  me,  as  the  opinion  I  cnter- 
"  tain  of  the  Doctor  accords  with  fhe  principles  of 
*«  true  Democracy — and  bis  S — 's  (one  of  the  fa^ 
*'  mily)  are  the  same — this  ordinary  drunken  wretch 
"  is  supposed  to  be  the  perpetrator — Mrs.  Prjestley 

"  has 
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"'  has  said  it  was  him  ;  the  hired  girl,  for  several  days 
"  before  had  seen  him  about  the  meal  cheats,  open- 
*'  ing  them,  asking  her  who  eats  Indian  meal,  and 
"  who  eats  wheat  meal,&c.?  The  Doctor  and  his 
"  S — ,  are  so  full  of  French,  principles  tliat  nothing 
*'  appears  strange  in  this  affair." 

This  account  has  been  republished  in  most  of 
the  newspapers,  and  it  does,  hitherto,  remain  un- 
contradicted by  any  thing  that  I  have  seen  or 
heard  of. 

To  avoid  a  digression  in  the  preceding  narrative, 
I  have  reserved  it  fjr  this  place  to  observe,  that 
while  Cooper  was  labouring  in  that  fertile  vineyard, 
the  newspapers,  Dr.  Priestley  was  publishing,  in 
the  form  of  pamphlets,  a  series  of  letters,  addressed 
to  the  people  ot  Northumberland,  the  evident  ob- 
ject ot  which  letters  was  to  pay  his  court  to 
vNI'Kean,  by  satirizing  his  old  and  intimate  friend, 
the  President,  and  the  government  of  which  he  was 
at  the  head.  To  defend  Mr.  Adams  and  the  Fe- 
deral Government  against  an  attack,  whicli,  I  wiJl 
venture  to  say,  has  done  them  more  harm,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, than  any  one  they  ever  had  to  encounter, 
I  have  not  the  capacity.  1  have  seen  tlie  time,  in-  " 
deed,  when  1  should  have  had  the  inclination,  and 
should  have  made  the  attempt;  but  1  now  unre- 
luctantlv  resign  the  task  to  the  Bosioji  Slaves  ai.d 
the  *'  True  Aiiicricatis  \'  to  those  who  tormerlv  re- 
ceived the  "/?cT.fa'i/^anViestley"  with  peals  of  ap- 
plause ;  to  those  who  menaced  me  witli  '*  banish- 
''  ment,"  and  who  exulted  in  the  hope  of  making 
me  "  a  blighted  picture  of  infamy  and  ruin  ;"  t«> 
the  calumniators  ot  my  king,  the  enemies  of  mv 
country,  and   the   oppressors   o\    myself.*      All    [ 


*  The  oppreshivf,  the  unpreccilcnied,  the  abominable  de- 
cision against  inr  at  Philadelphia  has  been  ascribed  to  party 
•sjuTii ;    but,  justice  to   those  ^vllom  1  so   long   combated,    dc- 

D  d  '{  inands 
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have  to  say  to  Dr.  Priestley  and  to  Cooper  is  be- 
tween ourselves,  as  British  subjects,  a  title  which  I 
have  valued  above  all  others  ever  since  emigration 
taught  me  how  to  discriminate,  and  which,  I  be- 
lieve, is  not  now  so  degrading  in  their  sight  as  it 
formerly  was. 


To  Dr,  Joseph  Priestley. 

Sir, 

THE  season  of  disgrace  is  also  the  season  of  re- 
flection ;  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  neglect, 
the  rebuffs,  and  the  insults,  which  yon  have  latterly 
received  from  those  by  ^^•hom  you  were  formerly 
caressed,  may  have  brought  to  your  recollection  the 
warning  I  gave  you  upon  your  arrival  in  America  : 
— "  A  man  of  all  countries  is  a  man  of  no  coun- 
"  try  :  and  let  all  those  citizens  of  the  world  re- 
"  member,  that  he  who  has  been  a  bad  subject  in 
^'  his  own,  though  from  some  latent  motive  he  may 
"  be  well  rcceiv<?d  in  another,  will  never  be  either 
^'-  trusted  or  7TSpei- ted."*  When  I  wrote  this  sen- 
tence, I  v.-as  fully  persuaded  I  thould  see  it  verified 
by  you;  but  littb  did  I  expect,  that,  in  the  short 
space  of  five  years,  I  should  see  the  salutarv  truth 
acknowledged,  and  proclaimed  to  the  world,  by 
yourself 

niands  from  me  the  acknowledgment,  that  the  Democrats  were 
not  only  perfectly  innocent  of  tlie  deed,  but  that  they  ex- 
pressed, and  do  still  express,  their  hoiror  at  it.  The  insidious 
and  malignant  p'osccutor  is  an  otficer  under  the  Federal  Gor 
vernment;  the  .'ndge,  the  Jury,  the  lawyers  of  Rush,  and, 
I  am  sorry  to  add,  my  own  lawyers, 'were  all  Federalists,  to  a 
man ! 

*  See  Observations  on  the  Emigration  of  Dr.  Joseph  Priest- 
ley, &c.  which  were  tirst  published  in  1794. 

To 
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To  your  Ten  Letters,  addressed  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Northumberland  in  Pennsylvania,  you  have  pre- 
lixed  the  motto,  "  nunquamiie  repoiiam  ?"  Why  not? 
Who  hindered  you  from  replying  ?  What  kept  you 
silent  so  long  ?  And  what,    at  last,  urged  you  to 
reply  ?  Verv  little  notice  had  been  taken  of  you  in 
print  for  some  months  preceding  the  date  of  your 
letters.     In  short.  Doctor,  it  is  evident,  as  v^^ell  from 
the  circumstances  under  which  you  published,  as 
from  the  publication  itself,  that  you  wrote,  not  to 
clear  up  your  own  character,  but  to  gain  the  good- 
will  and  the  patronage   of  M'Kean,  which  as  it 
conveniently  happened,  you  were  enabled   to   do 
by  indulging  vour  spleen  against  the  President  and 
the  Federal  government. 

You  were,  however,  placed  in  a  puzzling  di- 
lemma. If  M'Kean  were  elected  without  any  as- 
sistance from  you,  you  foresaw  that  you  could  have 
no  pretensions  to  his  favour  ;  and,  as  you  could 
render  him  no  essential  service  without  attacking 
the  Federal  Government  and  its  measures,  you 
were  compelled  to  make  that  attack,  which,  was, 
besides,  necessary  to  remove  an  opinion,  that  was 
very  prevalent,  of  your  being  still  in  the  confidence 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  President.  On  the  other 
hand ;  you  must  have  perceived,  that  a  bold  and 
unqualified  censure,  not  only  on  Mr.  Adams  and 
the  measures  of  his  government,  but  on  the  con- 
stitution itself,  would  come  very  aukwardly  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Priestley,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
warmest  admirers  and  loftiest  eulogists  of  that  con- 
stitution. You  must  have  been  aware,  that  you 
were  about  to  undo  all  tlie  mischief  you  had  done  ; 
that  your  meditated  attack,  while  it  served  the 
cause  ot  democracy  in  America,  must  inevitably 
serve  the  cause  of  monarchy  in  Europe  ;  that  some 
one  would  not  fail  to  compare  your  present  senti- 
ments 
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merits  and  declarations,  with  those  which  you  had 
promulgated  on  former  occasions,  and  to  avail  him- 
self of  your  experience  and  acknowledgements  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  your  dangerous  princi-. 
pics.  This  much  you  might  have  expected,  and,  I 
dare  say  you  did  expect,  trom  mc-^  if  you  did,  I 
shall  now  endeavour  to  fulfil  your  expectation,  as- 
suring you,  that  it  has  not  been  for  want  of  incli- 
nation, that  the  duty  has  remained  so  long  unper- 
formed. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  join  in  the  brutal  exulta- 
tions  of  the  Boston  Slaves  and  "  lyuc  Americans,*' 
These  base  wretches,  who,  but  a  little  while  ago, 
cloyed  you  with  tulsome  pancgyricks,  and  abused 
me  for  my  animadversions  on  your  conduct,  arc 
now  rejoicing  at  your  disappoir-tments,  mocking  at 
your  anguish,  and  almost  expressing  their  regret 
that  the  ratsbane  you  tound  in  your  porridge  did 
n<it  prove  mortal.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  and 
must,  1  think,  have  struck  you  very  forcibly,  that 
the  Philadelphia  Gazelle,  which  wns  the  first  to  cen- 
sure my  Observations  on  your  emigration,  was  also 
the  first  to  express  satisfaction  at  your  being  poi- 
soned !  A  memorable  instance  of  the  versatility, 
the  baseness,   the  savagcness  ot  republicanism  ! 

To  imijtate  the  cowardly  triumph,  the  dunghill 
cock  crowing,  of  these  servile  wretches,  I  scorn.  That 
you  have  been  disappointed  in  your  political  ex- 
pectations, that  you  have  met  with  refusal,  neglect 
and  contempt,  instead  of  carcsi»es  and  rewards,  tor 
your  unwarrantable  endeavours  to  exalt  America 
above  your  own  c(umtry,  1  most  heartily  rejoice  ; 
but  I  do  not  rejoice  at  your  private  calamities  ;  and 
if  I  ever  expressed  a  wish  to  see  you  suffer  bodily 
or  domestic  torment,  it  was  expressed  without  due 
reflection,  and  is  now  retracted  ^^ith  tlie  utmost 
sinceritv. 

It 
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It  is  not  my  intention.  Sir,  to  give  a  regular  an- 
swer to  your  Ten  Letters  :  I  only  mean  to  point 
out  to  you,  and  to  our  countr}inen,  the  disagree- 
ment between  your  present  and  your  former  senti- 
ments respecting  the  American  (jovernment,  leav- 
ing; the  defence  of  that  ijovernment  to  those  who 
admire  it  now  as  much  as  you  formerly  did. 

By  way  of  introduction  to  the  censures  you  are 
about  to   pass,  you  take  occasion  to   insist  on  the 
harmlessness  of  a  man's  publishing  his  sentiments, 
be  they  what  they  may,  and    to  suppose  a  case, 
which,  to  say  the  truth,  is  not  inapplicable.     *'  If," 
say  you,  "  I  were  to  advise  you  to  change  the  whole 
*'  torm  of  your  government  trom  a  republic  to  a  mo- 
"  narchy,  arid  if,  notwithstanding  all  I  could  urge 
"  in  favour  of  such  a  government,  you  should  pre- 
*'  fer  what  you  call  liberty^  in  which  persons  of  all 
"  ranks,  qualified  or  unqualiiied,  give  the  greatest 
part  of  their  time  to  a  subject   which  they  will 
never  understand,  and  still  chuse  to  clamour,  and 
almost  fight,  about  endlesselections  of  magistrates, 
no  harm  would  be  done.    You  might  proceed  just 
as  you  had  done  before.     If,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  mischief  that  often  arises  from  competition,   I 
should  advise  that,  instead  ot  making  a  king  of 
any   native  American,  who  would  not  soon  ac- 
*'  quire   the  proper  dispoi>ition  and  habits  of  one, 
*'  you  should  return  to  your  former  allegiance  to  the 
*'  king  of  Great  Britain,   a    king  ready  formed  to 
'*  your  liands,   who   would,  no  doubt,  forgive   all 
"  that  was  past,  and   promise   you  the  best  treat- 
"  ment  for  the  future,  and  tlius  become  a  wing  of 
'*  that   great   empire    which  now   commands   the 
*'  world,  and  share  in  her  honour,  and  you  should 
"  not  quite  like  the  proposal,  I  should  still  hope  to 
**  be  excused  for  making  it,  from  my  loyalty  to  my 
"  natural  sovereign,  and  my  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
**  my  native  country,  even  if  I  did  not  consult  your 
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"  interest  in  it ;  and  as  you  would  not  be  hurt,  you 
"  could  not  be  much  offended.  Mr.  Cobheft,  a 
greater  admirer  of  England  than  I  am,  would  no 
'  doubt,  go  farther  than  I  could  in  its  commenda- 
tion. He  might  say  that,  could  you  but  see  the 
*'  king  of  Great  Britain  seated  in  his  robes  on  the 
"  throne  in  the  House  of  Lords,  with  all  the  Lords 
*'  and  Bishops  in  their  robes ;  could  you  see  him 
"  served  on  the  knee,  and  persons  kissing  his 
**  hand,  you  would  be  ashamed  of  your  President, 
*'  and  every  thing  belonging  to  him.  He  might  say 
"'  that  an  American  would  be  struck  dumb  at  the 
"  sight  of  an  English  judge  seated  in  his  scarlet  robe 
"  on  the  bench,  with  all  the  lawyers  in  their  gowns, 
"  and  flowing  wigs.  He  would  say  that  the  best 
**  man  among  you  was  hardly  fit  to  be  made  a  jus- 
"  tice  of  the  peace  in  England.  And  then  what  is' 
"  your  navy?  It  is  not  so  much  as  the/r<;o-  com-' 
**  pared  to  the  ox  in  the  fable;  and  might  bid  you 
*'  take  care  lest  the  ox  should  set  his  foot  upon  it. 
"  But  should  you  consider  all  this  as  mere  prejudice 
*'  in  favour  of  our  native  country,  you  would  only 
*'  smile  at  our  representations,  and  not  be  angry." 

When  you  wrote  this,  Doctor,  you  were  hum- 
ming the  Northumbrians,  or  you  were  certainly 
humming  yourself;  for,  I  believe,  you  have  since 
felt,  that  the  good  citizens  of  America  do  not  listen 
to  such  royalist  propositions  with  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  patience.  But,  why  did  you  put  the  se- 
verest of  these  sarcasms  into  my  mouth  ?•  God 
ktiows,  I  have  anti-republican  sins  enough  to  an- 
swer for,  without  being  loaded  with  yours,  /never 
said,  that,  if  the  people  of  this  country  would  see 
their  old  King,  they  would  be  ashamed  of  their  Pre- 
sident and  every  thing  belonging  to  him  ;  /  never 
said,  that  the  best  man  in  America  was  hardly  fit  to 
be  made  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  England  ;  nor  did 
I  ever  crack  my  jokes  on  the  infant  jiavy,  in  any 

way 
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way  whatever,  much  less  did  I  ever  dream  of  com- 
paring it  to  the  vain  and  stupid  frog  that  burst  her- 
self by  endeavouring  to  puff  up  her  diminutive  and 
despicable  carcass  to  the  size  of  the  majestic  ox. 

As  to  judges,  I  grant  you,  I  have   been   rather 
free :    I   have,    at  times,  drawn    comparisons  not 
altogether  advantageous  to  certain  people,  whom  I 
believe,  you  have  the  honour,  at  this  time,  to  call 
your  friends.     But   I    never  wasted    my  time   in 
talking  about  the  robes  of  a  judge  ;  people,  like  the 
Pennsylvanians,  who  have  seen  a  chief  justice  can- 
vassing for  himself  from  the  very  bench;  people 
who  have  heard  of  a  judge's  thieving  in  a  shop,  or 
in  the  lobby  of  Congress,  who  have  heard  of  ano- 
ther harbouring  a  known  thief  in  his  house,  who 
have    heard    of  another  committing   murder  with 
impunity,  and  who  have,  so  very  lately,  seen  ex- 
alted to  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court,  a  man, 
who,  but  a  few  years  ago,  took  the  benefit  ot  an 
amnesty,    and    actually    turned    States'    evidence 
against  his  accomplices  !  !  ! — People  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  these  things,  Doctor,  would  not  be 
struck   dumb   at  the    sight  of  an   English  judge, 
though  seated  in  his  scarlet  robes. 

In  order  to  reconcile  the  seeming  contradiction 
in  your  sentiments,  delivered  at  different  epochs, 
you  tell  your  neighbours,  that   you    found   thin'^s 
not  what  you  expected  to  find  them. — *'  A\'hen," 
says  you,  "  I  left  England,  I  was  induced  to  con^e 
hither  chiefly  on  account  of  my  high  admiration 
of  the'  constitution  of  your  government.     It  was 
at  that  time  the  only  one  that  had  been  drawn 
up   with  deliberation    by  persons  appointed  for 
that  express  purpobc,  and  solemnly   accepted  by 
the  nation.     It  was  wholly  toundcd  on  the  rights 
of  man,  and  the  sovercigntij  of  the  people.     There 
were  no   hereditary  honours,  or  powers  ofanv 
kind,    and    no   fonn    of  religion   established   by 
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*'  law.     The  power  of  making  peace  or  war,  and 
"  also  that   ot  re^ulatin^^  commerce  with  foreiirn 
*"'  nations,  as  well  as  among  youfsclves,  was  wisely 
*'  placed  in  the  Congress.     Your  country  was  then 
*'  open  to  all  new  comers  without  an;^  restriction  j 
*'  and  that  great  and    necessary  guard    of  liberty, 
"•  i\\Q  freedom  of  speech  and  of  l//e  pirss,  was  uncon- 
trolled.    To  my  great  surprise  and  mortification, 
howeve-r,  I  now  find   that  several  of  these  arti- 
cles, essential  to  a  truly  free  government,  have 
been,  in  my  opinion,  on  one  pretence  or  other, 
infringed.     Or,  if  the  present  state  of  things  be 
really  agreeable  to   the   Constitution,  it  was  not 
"  drawn  up  for  the  use  of  plain  men,  but  of  very 
"  acute    lawyers    onlv.     Certainlv    the    comment 
"  does  not  naturally  tiow  trom  the  text ;  or  there 
"  was  in  the  letter  of  the  constitution  a  latent  am- 
*'  biguity,  wliich   defeats    the   professed  object  of 
**  it.     Thus  because  your  constitution  gives  to  the 
"  President,    and   two   thirds    of  the  Senate,    the 
power  of  making  treaties  with  foreign  powers, 
and  treaties  may  relate  to  anv  subject  in  which 
different  states    rqay    be   concerned,    they    may 
make  treaties  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive, 
and  also  treaties  of  commerce  ;  and  by  this  means 
all   interference  of  the  proper  representatives  of 
the  people,  either  in  the  business  of  commerce, 
or  of  peace  and    war,  in  which  they  are  most 
concerned,  and  in  which  they  therefore  ought  in 
reason   to  have   the  most  control,   is  effectually 
precluded.     The   treaty,    shackling    their   com- 
merce, or  involving  them   in  a  war,  is   actually 
made  independently  of  them,  and  all  their  ob- 
jections to  it  have  no  effect. — Since  treaties  be- 
come parts  of  the  law,  by  which  the   courts  of 
justice  are  bound,  I  do  not  see  but  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the 
«•'  Senate,  that  is  I  believe  of  twenty-one  men,  to 
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'"  bind  the  country  "  in  all  ca<^cs  zvhaf soever.'" — It 
*'  is,  moreover,  contended  by  the  friends,  as  they 
"  are  called,  of  government,  that  when,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  treaty,  money  is  to  be  raised  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  the  representatives  of  the 
"  nation,  who  give  the  money,  must  absolutely 
raise  the  sum  required,  or  as  the  phrase  is,  make 
the  appropriations,  having  no  other  choice  than 
that  ot  raising  it  in  what  they  may  think 
the  best  manner. — This  is  a  power  which  even 
"  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  been 
**  bnms^ht  to  surrender.'^ 

Thus,  then,  it  appears  that  you  were  deceived, 
and  that  experience  has  convinced  y(3u,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  in  England  is,  in  the  most 
essential  point,  more  independent  of  the  King  and 
his  nobles,  than  the  Representatives  of  America 
are  of  the  President  and  the  Senate  !  Bat,  Sir, 
xchcn  did  you  discover  the  deception?  The  in- 
fringement (if  it  was  one)  of  which  you  speak, 
respecting  the  treaty-making  })ower,  took  place  in 
1795,  just  after  your  arrival  in  the  country;  and, 
if  it  did  really  give  you  such  great  "  mortification," 
how  happened  it,  that  you  did  not  notice  it  before, 
particularly  as  the  press  was  then,  according  to 
your  own  confession,  uncontrolled?  The  alien 
and  sedition  laws  are,  indeed,  of  a  more  recent 
date;  but  they  were  passed  early  in  171)8.  What, 
then,  made  you  delay  your  animadversions  till  the 
summer  oi  1799?  It  is  unfortunate,  that  after  re- 
maining so  long  a  silent  spectator  of  a  violated 
constitution,  you  should  have  taken  up  the  pen  to 
remonstrate,  and  that  you  should  have  ventured  to 
do  it,  too,  after  the  Congress  had  made  laws  '*  to 
"  restrain  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  jircs.s, 
*'  more  severe  than  those  in  England. '"  It  is  e\- 
tremely  untortunate,  that  you  should  have  been 
roused    from   your   slumber,    a/ler   you   had   been 
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slighted  by  the  Federal  Government ;  and  that  you 
should  have  braved  every  danger  from  the  laws, 
just  at  the  time  that  a  new  patron  stood  in  need  of 
your  assistance  in  this  way ;  just  at  the  time  when 
some  overt  act  of  hostility  against  Mr.  Adams  and 
his  government  was  necessary  to  convince  M'Kean 
and  his  party,  that  you  retained  no  attachment  to 
your  former  friend  and  companion. 

Shocked,  as  you  were,  at  these  violations  of  the 
constitution,  it  was  quite  natural  for  you  to  pro- 
pose the  establishment  of  a  court  of  your  own  in- 
vention to  prevent  further  violations  ;  nor  was  it 
very  astonishing,  that,  while  your  hand  was  in, 
you  should  propose  certain  amendments  to  the 
constitution  itself.  As,  however,  these  will  never 
have  any  existence  but  in  your  brain,  I  shall  pass 
them  over,  observing  only,  that  your  wanting  al- 
ready to  reform  "  the  government  of  your  choice,''  is 
a  pretty  good  justification  for  those,  who  rejected 
your  projects  for  reforming  that  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  standing  army,  which  forms  another 
subject  of  complaint  with  you,  I  shall  speak  to  your 
friend  and  fellow  labourer,  Cooper,  who  has,  I 
presume,  by  this  time,  learnt  the  precise  value  ot 
the  word  standing,  both  in  its  monarchical  and 
republican  acceptation. 

The  violations  of  the  constitution,  of  which  you 
speak,  and  which  I  have  noticed  above  j  the 
treaty-making  power,  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce, the  granting  appropriations,  the  indirect 
prohibition  of  emigration,  and  the  restraint  on  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  ;  all  the  encroach- 
vnents  (if  there  have  been  any)  on  these  points, 
have,  indeed,  taken  place  since  your  arrival  here , 
but,  this  certainly  is  not  tiie  case  w^ith  respect  to 
tlie  economy,  and  the  morals  ot  the  country, 
as  ainst  which,  however,  you  have  now  entered 
yo  ur  protest,  without  considering,  perhaps,  in  your 
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zeal  to  serve  M'Kean,  that  it  is  extremely  unjust 
to  charge  Mr.  Adams,  or  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, with  hardly  any  of  the  evils  of  which  you 
complain.  After  reciting  them,  in  yeur  own 
vvords,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  refresh  your 
memorv. 

"  What  seems  to  be  more  particularly  impolitic 
*'  in  this  countrv,  as  ill  suiting  the  state  of  it,  is  the 
'■'■  duty  on  the  importation  of  books,  which  are  so 
"  much  wanted,  and  which  even  great  encourage- 
"  ment  could  not  produce  here.  Is  it  at  all  pro- 
''  bable  that  such  v/orks  as  the  Greek  and  Latin 
"  Classics,  those  of  the  Christian  Fathers,  the  Po- 
"  lyglot  Bible,  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  or 
*'  the  Memoirs  of  the  iVcademy  of  Sciences,  &;c. 
"  &.C.  will,  in  the  time  of  our  great  grand  children, 
"^  be  printed  in  the  United  States  r  and  yet  there  is 
"  a  heavy  duty  on  their  importation ;  and  for 
"  every  printer  or  maker  of  paper  for  printing, 
"  there  are,  no  doubt,  several  thousand  purchasers 
"  of  books,  all  of  whom  are  taxed  for  their  ad- 
*^  vantage.  In  these  circumstances,  it  were  surely 
"  better  to  have  more  cultivators  of  the  ground, 
"  and  fewer  printers. 

"  A  foreigner  travelling  in  the  interior  part  of 
"  this  country,  and  findiiig  the  numt  of  roacby 
"  bridges  and  inns,  wonders  that  things  of  such 
"  manifest  utility  shxould  not  liave  h::d  more  attention 
"  paid  to  them,  when  he  sees  that  g>raf  simis  are 
*'  raised  and  expended  on  objecls,  the  use  of  ichich  is 
"  at  best  very  doubtful.  And  men  of  letters  coming  to 
"  reside  here,  find  their  hands  tied  up,     Books  of 

literature  are    not  to  be.  had,  and  philosophical 

instruments  can  neither  be  made  nor  purchased. 

Every    thing  of    the    kind   mast  be   had    Irom 

Europe,  and  pay  a  dufij  on  importation. 

"  But  all  this  may  be   shoitslghtcd  speculation; 

and  it  may  be,  nay  I  doubt  not  it  is,  better  tor 
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"  the  world  at  large,  that  its  progress  should  not 
"  be  so  rapid ;  that  a  long  state  ot  infancy,  cliild- 
'^  hood  ami  foil  ij,  should  precede  that  of  manhood 
"  and  true  wisdom  ;  and  that  vices,  which  will 
''  spring  up  in  all  countries,  are  better  checked 
*'  bv  the  calamities  of  w^ar  than  by  reason  and 
"  philosophy. 

"  A  stranger  is    apt  to  wonder  that   political 
"  animosity  should  have  got  to  so  great  a  height 
"  in  this  country,  when  all  were  so  lately  united 
"  in  their  contest  with  a  common  enemy  ^  and  that 
"  their  enmity,  which  cannot  be  of  long  standing, 
"  should  be  as  inveterate  as  in  the  oldest  countries, 
"  where  parties  have  subsisted  time   immemorial 
"  But  it  may  be  the  design  of  Providence,  by  this  | 
"  means,  to  divide  this  icidelij  extended  country  into  \ 
"  smaller  States,  which  shall  be  at  war  with  each ! 
"  other,    that    by   their  common    sufferings  their 
*'  common  vices  may  be  corrected,  and  thus  lay  a 
"  foundation  for  the  solid  acquisition  of  wisdom. 

"  A  stranger  naturally  expects  to  find  a  greater  i 
"  simplicity  of  manners,  and  more  virtue,  in  this  I 
"  new    country,    as   it  is  called,  than  in  the  old 
"■  ones.     But  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  it,  will 
"  convince  him,  that   considering  how   easily  sub- 
"  sistence  is  procured  here,  and  consequently  how 
"  few   incitements   there   are  to  the  vices  of  the 
"  lower  classes   especially,  there  is  less  virtue,  as 
"  well  as  less  knou  ledge,  than  in  most  of  the  coun- 
"  tries  of  Europe.     In  many  parts  of  the   United' 
"  States  there  is  also  less  religion,  at  least  of  a  ra- ; 
"  tional  and  useful  kind.     xA.nd  where  there  is  noj 
'*  sense  of  religion,  no  fear  ot  God,  or  respect  to  a 
'♦  future  state,  there  will  be   no  good  morals  that  j 
'*  can  be  depended  upon.     Laws  may  restrain  the 
"  excesses    of  vice,  but    they  cannot    impart  the 
"  principles  of  virtue." 

"  Infidelity  I 
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*'  Infidelity  has  made  great  progress  in  France, 
*'  through  all  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  also  in 
"  England ;  but  I  much  question  whether  it  be 
*'  not.  as  great  in  America ;  rnd  the  want  of  infor- 
"  mation  in  the  people  at  large,  makes  thousands 
*'  of  them  the  dupes  of  such  shallow  writings  as 
*'  those  of  \h\  Paine,  and  the  French  unbelievers, 
*'  several  of  which  are  translated  and  published 
*'  here,  and  either  through  want  of  knowledge,  or 
"  of  zeal,  little  or  uothins;  is  done  hy  the  friends  of 
*'  RevelatioUy  to  stop  the  baneful  torrent .'' 

Now,  are  all  these  things  so,  Doctor  Priestley  ? 
Is  it  true  that  this  written  constitution,  "  ratified 
"  by  the  solemn  consent  of  the  citizens,  and 
*'  founded  on  the  Bights  of  Man  and  the  Soiereignti/ 
*'  of  the  People,''  is  it  really  true,  that  this  consti- 
tution has  been  violated  in  divers  instances,  and 
with  impunity  ?  Is  it  true,  that  the  American 
Representatives  have  abandoned,  to  the  Executive, 
essential  privileges,  which  the  British  House  of 
Commons  do  yet  preserve  ?  Is  it  true  that  the 
Congress  have  made  laws,  to  restrain  the  press, 
more  severe  than  those  in  England  ?  Is  it  true, 
that  there  is,  in  this  country,  a  burdensome  and 
dangerous  standing  army  ?  Is  It  true,  that  heavy 
taxes  are  raised  and  squandered  on  useless  ob- 
jects ?  Is  it  true,  that  the  country  is  destitute  of 
roads,  bridges,  and  other  useful  accommodations  ? 
Is  it  true,  that  childhood  and  folly  are  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  nation  ?  Is  it  true,  that  the  people 
have  less  knowledge,  less  virtue,  less  religion, 
than  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe  ;  and,  is  it 
indeed  true,  that  infidelity  is  making  rapid  and  un- 
repelled  strides,  while  political  animosity  threatens 
not  only  to  destroy  the  government,  but  to  tear  the 
country  to  pieces  r — If  all  this  be  true,  it  is  an  act 
of  charity  to   turn   your  attention,  for   a   moment, 
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from  the  gloomy  picture,  to  that  delightful  one, 
which  was  drawn  by  your  own  hand  about  six 
years  ago. 

"  I  think"  (said  you  in  your  answers  to  the  ad- 
dresses   delivered    to  you  upon    your  landing   in 
America),  "  I  think  myself  greatly  honoured,  flying 
"  as  I  do  from  ill  treatment  in  my  native   country, 
"  on  account  of  my  attachment  to  the  cause  of  civil 
"  and   religious  liberty,  to  be  received  with  the 
"  congratulationsof  a  society  of  men,  associated  to 
"  cultivate  the  love  of  liberty,  and  the   enjoyment 
"  of  a  hap})})  republican  government" — ^This  was  a 
part  of  your  answer  to  the  Tammany  Society.     To 
the  "  republican  Britons"  (that  is,  the  rebel  Britons) 
you  were  more  unreserved  in  your  commendations 
of    republicanism. — "   I    think    myself  peculiarly 
"  happy  in  finding  in  this  country  so  many  persons 
"  of  sentiments  similar  to  my  own,  some  of  whom 
"  have  probably  left  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  on 
*'  the  same  account,  and  to  be  so  cheerfully  wel- 
"  comed  by  them  on  my  arrival.     You  have  already 
"  had   experience  of  the   difference  between  the 
"  governments  of  the  two  countries,  and,  I  doubt 
"  not,  have  seen  sufficient  reason  to   give  the  de- 
"  cided  preference  that  you   do    to   that   of  this. 
"  There,  all  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  as 
"  far  as  pohtics  are  concerned,  is  at  an  end  ;   Here, 
*'  on  all  subjects  whatever,  every  man  enjoys  the  in- 
"  valuable  liberty  of  speaking  and  loriting  whatever 

"■  he  pleases. 

"  The  wisdom  and  happiness  of  Republican  go- 
"  vernments,  and  the  evils  resulting  from  hereditary 
"  monarchical  ones,  cannot  appear  in  a  stronger 
*'  lio-ht  to  you  than  they  do  to  me.  We  need  only 
*'  look  to  the  present  state  of  Europe,  and  of  Ame- 
"  rica,  to  be  fully  satisfied  in  this  respect. — I  coH' 
"  gratulate  you,  gentlemen,  as  you  do  me,  on  qui 

"  arriva 
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*'  In  a  country  in  which  men  who  wish  well  to  their 
"  fellow-citizens,  and  use  their  best  endeavours  to 
"  render  them  the  most  important  services,  men 
"  who  are  an  honour  to  human  nature,  and  to  any 
"  countrv%  are  in  no  danc:er  ot  being:  treated  like 
**  the  worst  oi felons^  as  is  now  the  case  in  Great 
"  Britain." 

But,  say  you,  when  I  bestowed  these  commen- 
dations on  the  American  Government,  I  was  but 
just  landed  in  the  country,  and,  of  course,  could  not 
know  any  thing  of  the  evils  and  abuses,  of  which 
I  now  justly  complain.  That  is  very  true  ;  but, 
though  your  want  of  information  on  the  subject 
might  have  been  a  very  sufficient  apology  for 
silence,  it  was  none  for  your  advancing  falsehoods. 
The  Sedition  law  was  not,  indeed,  passed,  when  you 
boasted  of  the  American  liberty  of  the  press;  but, 
you  ought  to  have  known,  that,  at  the  very  time 
that  you  thought  proper  to  draw  a  comparison,  in 
this  respect,  so  disadvantageous  to  your  native  coun- 
try, the  laws,  regulating  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
were  precisely  the  same  in  both  countries,  while 
every  circumstance  attending  the  administratio>i  of 
those  laws,  was  evidently  in  favour  of  the  British 
writer. 

Not,  however,  to  leave  vou  any  excuse  on  the 
score  ofwant  of  information,  I  beg  leave  to  remmd 
you  of  a  letter,  which  you  wrote  long  after  you  were 
settled  in  .\mcrica,  and  in  which  you  say  to  your 
friend  in  England:  "  Every  account  I  have  troin 
"  England,  makes  me  think  myself  happy  in  this 
"  peaceful  retirement,  where  I  enjoy  almost  every 
"  thing  I  can  wish  for  in  this  life. — The  advantages 
"  we  enjoy  in  this  country  are,  indeed,  very  great. 
"  Here  we  have  no  poor  ;  we  never  see  a  beggar, 
"  nor  is  there  a  familij  in  want.  We  have  no 
*<  church  establishment^  and  hardh)  any  taxes.  This 
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"  particular  state  [Pennsylvania]  pays  all  its  of- 
*'  ficers  from  a  treasure  in  the  public  funds .  There 
"  are  very  few  crimes  committed,  and  we  travel 
"  without  the  least  apprehension  of  danger.  The 
"  press  is  perfectly  free. — I  do  not  think  there  ever 
**  was  any  country  in  such  a  state  of  rapid  improve- 
"  ment  as  this  is  at  present." 

This  letter,  Sir,  vou  wrote  in  October  1796, 
atter  you  had  been  two  years  and  a  quarter  in  your 
"  peacetul  retirement."  How  different  are  its  sen- 
timents from  those  of  your  Ten  Letters  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Northumberland  !  And  yet  it  is  hard  to 
conceive,  that  the  difference  has  been  produced 
merely  by  your  different  degrees  of  information. 
The  liberty  of  the  press  has,  indeed  (according  to 
your  assertions),  been  abridged  since  the  date  of 
your  letter  of  1796,  but,  the  other  abuses  and 
evils  existed  in  1796  as  well  as  in  1799.  The  Pre- 
sident and  Senate  had  made  treaties  and  regulated 
commerce  in  1795  ;  and  you  never  knew  the  time 
when  the  United  States  had  not  the  same  sort  of 
army  that  they  have  now.  That  the  sedition,  and 
other  new  laws,  may  have  increased  the  "  political 
animosilies'"  of  the  people  is  very  possible,  but  it  is 
incredible  that  these  laws  alone  should  have  pro- 
duced dissensions  that  menace  the  existence  of  the 
government  and  the  Union.  These  political  ani- 
mosities must  have  existed  in  1796,  and,  indeed, 
everyone  knows,  they  did  exist  in  1796,  and  with 
little  less  violence  than  in  i799. 

However,  we  will  suppose  all  these  political 
evils  to  have  been  created  by  the  sedition  laiCy 
jind,  consequently,  to  have  made  their  appearance 
since  the  date  of  vour  letter;  yet,  I  presume,  the 
same  cannot  possibly  be  supposed  with  respect  to 
the  other  evils  you  now  complain  of.  The  sedition 
Jaw  certainly  did  not  add  to  the  heavy  tax  on 
books ;  it  did  not  destroy  the  highways,  bridges,  and 
■houses  ofenlertainment;  it  did  not  produce  tXrdtchild- 
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hood  and  folly,  which,  you  sav,  mark  the  character  of 
the  American  nation  ;  nor  did  it,  all  at  once,  deprive 
the  people  of  knoujkdge,  virtue,  and  religion,  or  pre- 
vent the  friends  of  revelation  from  exerting  them- 
selves to  stc^p  the  banefid  torrent  of  infdelitij.  No, 
Sir,  you  will  find  no  one  credulous  enough  to  be- 
lieve, that  all  these  evils  have  arisen,  and  have 
grown  to  such  a  fearful  height,  in  the  short  space 
of  three  years.  And,  if  they  were  in  existence, 
w^hen  you  wrote  your  letter  of  1796,  how  could 
you,  v^^ith  such  facts  before  your  eyes,  write  such  a 
letter  ? 

That  letter  I  first  saw  in  a  newspaper,  published 
at  Leeds,  inEnsrland;  and  I  have  been  well  in- 
formed,  that  it  was  republislied  in  all  the  manufac- 
turing towns  in  that  country,  for  the  nefarious  pur- 
pose oi  inveigling  away  the  inhabitants,  to  a  coun- 
try where  it  was  impossible  for  them  i'o  earn  their 
bread,  and  where  thev  must  incvitablv  end  their 
days  in  poverty  and  misery. 

I  have  more  than  once  promised  to  enter  into  an 
examination  of  this  emigration  epistle,  this  land- 
jobbing  gall-trap  ;  and  the  present  ojiportunity  is, 
perhaps,  as  good  a  one  as  ever  may  olfer. 

"  Here,"  say  you,  "  we  have  no  poor ;  we  never 
*'  see  a  beggar,  nor  is  there  .1  family  in  want." — ■ 
This  was  in  October  ITLH).  Nt)w,  Sir,  in  that  very 
year,  which  was  not  a  year  of  Yellow  Fever,  or  of 
any  extraordinary  distress,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a 
year  of  uncommon  jvjblic  ]:'n)sperity,  there  were 
received  into  the  alms-house  of  i'liiladelphia  alone. 
Jive  thousand  and  nine  paupers,  and  there  were  main- 
tained in  the  said  house,  upon  an  average,  constantly 
through  the  whole  ycar,_/(;^//-  hundred  and  seventeen 
persons.  The  sum  expended,  in  suj)p(>rt  oi  these 
people,  was  jOllOlO.  os.  Id.*    'Hie  p()')r  taxes  as- 

*  Currency  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  about  one  third  less  iii 
value  than  sterling,  or  British  money. 
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sessed  for  the  house  amounted  to  Xl'^,6]R.  12s.  2d. 
the  bastard  fines  to  about  JjlOO,  the  babnce  being 
made  up  by  the  product  of  the  labour  of  the  poor 
and  other  trifling  resources.  The  number  o'i  fami- 
lies and  of  individuals,  who  v.'ere,  during  that  year, 
relieved  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  the  sums 
expended  in  this  way,  I  cannot  precisely  ascertain  ; 
but  I  am  sure  I  am  not  far  from  being  correct,  when 
I  state,  that  the  whole  sum  expended  on  account  of 
the  poor,  in  that  year,  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
was  sixty  thousand  dollars,  upv^■ards  ol  thirteen  tlioii- 
sand  pounds  sterling,  a  sum,  I  believe,  far  exceed- 
ing the  poor  expenses  of  any  town  in  Great  Britain 
of  equal  population  — And  yet,  "  we  have  no  poor  T 
• — After  this  statement,  I  leave  your  barefaced  as- 
sertions, that  "  we  never  see  a  beggar,  nor  is  there 
"  a  family  in  zvant,'^  to  rest  on  their  own  credi- 
bility. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  triumph  in  the  detection  of 
a  falsehood  like  this.  It  would  have  given  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  confirm  your  account ;  but  it 
would  certainly  be  wrong  in  me,  either  actively  or 
tacitly,  to  assij^t  in  the  delusion,  more  especially  when 
I  consider,  that  such  capti\  ating  talsehoods  have  en- 
ticed thousands  to  this  country,  and  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  swell  the  lists  of  misery. 

*'  We  have  hardly  any  taxes.  This  particular 
'*  State  [Pennsylvania]  pays  all  its  officers  from  a 
*'  treasure  in  the  public  funds."  The  Officers  are,  I 
sjppose,  like  every  other  expense,  paid  out  ot  the 
treasury,  and  th^fundsy  which  the  State  possesses, 
were,  recollect,  raised  on  the  State.  Tlicre  will 
not  always  be  ncvv-  lands  to  sell,  nor  will  there  ever 
be  another  Penn  family  to  disinlierit.  Notwith- 
standing these  uniijue  resources,  however, and  vvith- 
out  saying  a  word  about  the  Federal  and  State  di- 
rect taxes  that  have  been  laid  on  since  1796,  you 
were   singularly    favoured,    Doctor,   if   }ou    had 
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*'  hardly  any  tares'  in  that  year.     That  there  were 
poor  taxes  I  have  already  shown,  and,  by  my  own 
receipt-book,  I  can  prove   there   were  others.     I 
paid  all  the  taxes  for  the  house   in  which  I  li\'ed, 
and  those    taxes  for   the  year  1796,  amounted  to 
near  seventy  dollars,  twenty-one  dollars  ol  whi(;h 
were  for  poor-rates ;  so  that,  my  share  of  other  State 
taxes  for  that  year,  amounted  to  forty-nine  dollars, 
or  about  eleven  pounds  sterling  ;  and  if  other  people 
paid  nothing,  if  the  nice  little  republican  government 
was  supported  out  of  the  product  of  certain  public 
flmds,  I  was  very  ill  used.     Nor  must  you  tell  me, 
that  if  I  had  lived  in  the  country,  I  should  have 
been  exempt  from   these  expenses;  I  know  a  little 
of  this   matter,  Sir,  and  1  know,  that  a  farmer  in 
Pennsylvania,    pays,  in  proportion  to  what  can  be 
cleared  from  his  farm,  more  than  is  paid  by  a  farmer 
in  Great  Britain ;  to  which  I  will  add,  without  the 
fear  of  being  contradicted  by  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  fact,  that  the  farmers  and  peasants  in  Eng- 
land, are,  in  common,  better  fed,  clad  and  lodged, 
than   people  of  the  same  description    in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

"  There  are  [in  Pennsylvania]  ve7y  few  crimes 
"  committed,  and  we  travel  without  the  least  ap- 
"  prehension  of  danger." — If  you  insist  upon  con- 
fining the  meaning  of  the  word  crimi's  to  robberies 
conmiitted  on  the  highway,  I  grant  you,  there  are 
not  a  great  many  ;  but  there  are  more,  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  than  there  were  in  France,  before 
the  blessed  rebelUon,  of  which  you  are  an  admirer. 
But,  Sir,  there  are  other  crimes  besides  those  of 
highway  robbery,  and  if  the  large  packet  of  bills  of 
indictment,  which  the  attorney-general  of  Pennsyl- 
vania carries  into  every  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
were  not  of  itself  sufficient,  the  light  manner  in 
which  theft  is  spoken  of  might  scr\e  to  convince 
you,  that  crimes  are  not  scarce  in  that  State.     It 
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is   true,  indeed,   vou  do  not  see   manv  executions  ; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  amelioration  (as  it  is  called) 
of  the   penal  code  almost  amounts   to  a  direct  en- 
couragement  of  felony,  you  will   see    in   the  pre- 
sent  neighbourhood   of  your  friend  Cooper,  some 
hundreds  of  "  unfortunate   and    f^uiltv  fellow-citi- 
*'  zens,"  ss  Judge  Chasj  called  Fries,  who,  if  tr.ey 
had   been  in  Enj'land,   would  have  swung;  on  the 
gallows  tree.     In  fact,  I  assert,   and  am   ready  to 
meet  the  enquiry  at  any  time,  that,  in  proportion  to 
the  population  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  there 
are  more  capital  crimes  committed,  than  there  are 
in    the  Britisli   dominions,  not  excepting  London 
-and  its  vicinity;  and,  as  to  moral  olTences,  there  is 
more  delinquency  in  office,   there  are  more  public 
defaulters^  more  acts    ot   swindling,  more  fraudu- 
lent debtors,  more  bastards  begotten,  more  divorces, 
more  eloped  wives,  more  runaway  apprentices,  in 
the  single  State  ot  Pennsyl'vania,  whicli  contains  not 
tico  hundred  thousand  souls,  tlian  there  are  in  the  . 
whole  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  which  contains 
about  eleven  millions. 

You  are  fond  ot  controversy,  Doctor  :  take  me 
up,  then,  u]ion  tills  subject.  1  am  ready  to  meet 
you  at  any  time,  and  will  confine  myself  to  tacts 
of  1796,  the  year  in  whicli  you  wrote  your  letter. 
The  honou.r  of  your  favourite  State  is  at  stake,  and 
loudly  calls  on  your  patriotism  for  a  defence. 

"  The  press  u  perfectlijfree.'' — This  was  written 
in  the  year  1796,  and,  therefore,  vou  will  not,  of 
course,  allow  your  recent  complaints  to  be  cited  in 
contradiction  of  your  assertion.  But,  Sir,  these  com.- 
plaints  are  confined  to  the  abridiijement,  which  this 
valuable  braneiiot  liberty  has  suffered  from  the  .V('(//- 
tion  lau:;  whence  it  tollow^s,  that,  though  the  })roofs 
which  I  am  about  to  produce  in  contradiction,  are 
drawn  from  proceedings  of  a  date  somewhat  later 
than  that  of  youi'  letter,  they  ought  to  be  admitted; 

because, 


APRIL,  1800.  427 

because,  they  were  not  grounded  upon  the  sedition 
law,  nor  upon  any  other  law,  passed  since  the  writ- 
ing of  your  letter,  and  might,  consequently,  have 
taken  place  in  1796  as  well  as  since  tliat  year. 

In  the  year  1797,  the  Spanish  Minister  com- 
plained against  me,  to  the  Federal  government,  for 
publishing  a  libel  against  him  and  his  king  ;  the 
former  I  had  called  a  fop,  half-don  and  half-sam- 
ailotte,  and  tlie  latter  a  poor  degraded  araturey 
who  had  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  mur- 
derers of  the  head  of  his  family.  Notoriously  true 
as  this  was,  the  Federal  Government  ordered  a  cri- 
minal prosecution  to  be  commenced  against  me  in 
the  Federal  court ;  but,  the  Spaniard,  who  then 
courted  his  present  wife,  the  daughter  of  vrmr  pa- 
tron Mc.  Kean,  who  was  then  Chiel-Justice  of 
Pennsylvania,  wished,  for  reasons  too  evident  to 
mention,  to  bring  me  to  trial  before  bis  intended 
father-in-law,  who, besides,  owed  me  a  mortal  grudge. 
The  Federal  e;overnment  could  not,  ot  coiirie,  do 
any  thing  by  way  of  compliance  with  this  request ; 
it  Wab,  therefore,  resolved  by  M'Kean,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  then  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  commence  anolhcr  proae- 
cution  in  the  Stafe-coiirt.  Bat  tor  two  separate  a-o- 
vernments  to  orosecute  a  man  at  one  and  the  same 
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time,  and  tor  the  same  identical  olfence,  was  some- 
diing,  for  which  even  the  Rights  of  Man  had  not,  as 
yet,  fLiniished  a  precedent.  As,  however,  the  in- 
genious sons  of  liberty  are  seldom  long  at  a  loss  for 
the  means  of  carrying  a  favourite  point,  it  was  re- 
solved, that  a  prosecution  should  be  pushed  on  in 
both  courts,  and,  to  preserve  the  chances,  and  avoid 
the  total  defeat  that  might  arise  from  one  grand- 
jury's  being  governed  by  a  tavourabic  decision  of 
the  other,  the  two  Attornies-General  compared 
their  bills  of  indictment,  one  taking  care  to  leave 
out  such  parts  of  my  publications  as  the  other  had 
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inserted.  Thus  were  two  crimes  made  out  of  one 
pretended  libel  ;  I  had  to  give  bail  twice,  and 
encounter  the  troul^le,  vexation,  and  expense  of 
two  criminal  prosecutions,  for  publishing  articles 
which  would  not  have  encouraged  the  most  haughty 
and  insolent  man  in  England  to  appeal  to  the  law. 
— And  vet,  "  the  press  hpn-fectlyfree'! 

But,  say  you,  both  the  bills  were  returned  igno- 
ramus.— Very  true.  Doctor:  the  grand  juries  pre- 
served me  from  the  clutches  of  your  patron  and  his 
associates,  they  preserved  my  wife  and  children  from 
want,  and  myself  from  the  disgrace  of  inhabiting 
the  felon  side  of  the  philanthropic  Philadelphia  pri- 
son, where  your  friend  Cooper  now  lies;  but,Doc- 
tor,  these  grand  juries,  these  invaluable  preservers 
of  liberty,  are  not  an  institution  of  the  Bights  of 
Man  ;  they  are  not,  and  were  not  at  the  time  when 
you  wrote  your  eulogium  on  the  liberty  of  the  Ame- 
rican press,  peculiar  to  this  country.  I  owed  my 
preservation  at  that  dangerous  crisis,  not  to  any  re- 
form in  the  jurisprudence  of  America,  not  to  any  ad- 
ditional safeguard  which  the  revolution  had  placed 
round  the  liberty  of  the  press,  but  to  that  invaluable 
part  of  the  jurisprudence  of  our  ancestors,  that  pre- 
cious gem  of  the  British  Constitution,  which  the 
people  of  these  States  have,  as  yet,  had  too  much 
sense  to  destroy,  and  which  still  exists,  in  all  its 
glory,  in  the  country  which  gave  us  birth,  and 
Avhich  you  have  had  the  ingratitude  to  defame. 

I  should  now  remind  you  of  the  malicious  and 
vexatious  prosecution  of  Rush,  and  of  the  unjust 
and  oppressive  proceedings  therein,  with  none  of 
which  the  Sedition  law  had  any  thing  to  do  ;  but 
you  want  no  information  on  this  score,  and  I  trust, 
that,  before  this  time,  the  Rush-Light  is  in  a  fair 
way  of  exposing  the  dark  transaction  to  the  view 
of  our  heretofore  deluded  fellow  subjects.  I  shall, 
therefore,  conclude  my  remarks  on  your  "  perfect 
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"•  liberh)  of  the  press,"  by  the  developemcnt  of  an 
act  of  tyranny,  in  your  present  Governor  M'Kean, 
that  might  have  been  an  object  of  envy  with  Fou- 
quier  Tinvillc,  or  even  with  your  Robespierre 
himself. 

What  I  am   going  to  relate,  took  place  under 
the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  year 
1797;  therefore,  the  Federal  Government  and  its 
sedition  law,   against  which  alone   you  now  com- 
plain for  having  abridged  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.     It  took  place 
in  the  State  where  you  lived  ;  it  took  place  under 
the  same  laws  and  the  same  Governor  and  Judges 
that  were  in  power  when  you  wrote  your  letter  of 
1796,  and  when  you  told  the  people  of  England, 
that  "  here  the  press  wsLS  per  fee  fly  free." 
'    In    1797,  ]SrKean,  the  Chief-Justice  of  Penn- 
sylvania, formed  the  resolution  of  suppressing  Por- 
cupine's Gazette,  a  publication  in  which,  on   ac- 
count of  his   violent   attachment   to  the  cause    of 
France,  he  had  been  frequently  assailed  -,  but,  not 
being  able  to  fix  on  any  thing  that  could  be  fairly 
called  a  Ubel,  and  having,   in  the  case  of  Oswald, 
experienced  some  inconvenience   from  the  untrac- 
tableness  of  grand  juries,  he  fell  upon  a  scheni'i  bv 
which  he  hoped  to  effect  his  purpose  without  their 
assistance. 

He  collected  a  bundle  of  my  pamphlets  and  pa- 
pers, and  thereupon  issued  a  warrant  to  bring  me 
before  him.'    This  warrant  (of  which  he  refused  me 
a  copv)  stated,  that   I  had   published  certain  false 
and  malicious  libels,  against  himself,  again,;'f  Miiflin, 
Dillas,  Jefferson,  Munroe,  Gallatin,  Old  Franklin, 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Charles  Fox,  Slieridan,  Lord 
Stanhope,   Bonaparte,  tlie  Bishop  of  Be  rgamo,  Pi- 
chegrn,  Robespierre,  Talleyrand,  Parl\er  (the  mu- 
tineer), Napper   Tandy,    Arthur  O'Connor, — and 
the  devil  knows  who  besides. 
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Wei],  what  did  he  demand  }  Not  bail  for  my  ap- 
pearance, as  the  law  required,  to  answer  for  these 
offences  at  the  next  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ; 
no,  he  had    no   idea  oi  committing  his  ridiculous 
charges  to  a  grand  jury,  which  is  always  composed 
of  men  of  some    respectability;  he,  therefore,  de- 
manded surety,  of  myself  and   two  others,  in  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  for  my   keepins.   the 
peace  and  being  of  giwd  behaviour  I  Having  taken 
these  recognizances,  he  immediately  set  himselt  to 
work  to  collect  my  subsequent  publications,  to  pick 
out  of  them  what  he  was  pleased  to  term  breaches 
of  the  recognizances,  and,    thereupon   he   issued  a 
civil  process  for  the   recovery  ot  the  four  thousand 
dollars,  in  the  name,  and  for  the   behoof,  of  the 
'^ free   State  of  Pennsylvania."      This  action    has 
been  (in  the  same  way  as  Rush's  was)  put  off  from 
court  to  court  ever  since  December,  1797,  and,  as 
the   times  are  now    changed,    will,  probably,   be 
brought   to   trial  next   month. — Whether  he    will 
succeed  in  getting  such  a  jury  as  Rush  got,  is,  as 
yet,  uncertain. 

To  those  who  understand  the  law,  the  atrocity  of 
this  procedure  must  be  too  evident  to  need  exem- 
piiHcation  ;  and,  every  man  of  common  sense  must 
perceive,  that,  in  a  State  where  the  usual  course  of 
law  can   be  thus  eluded ;  where    grand  juries  (the 
princi])al  check  on  a  partial  court)  can  be  dispensed 
with  at  pleasure ;  where  a  man  mast  give  security, 
or  go  tojail,  for  publishing  what  his  accusers  never 
intend  to  bring  before  a  jury;  where  like  bail  can 
be  demanded  of  him   every  week,  and   where  he 
can   be    kept  constantly,   and    for   years  together, 
bound  to  the  peace  and  good  behaviour,   at  the  ar- 
bitrary w^ili  of  a  judge,  without  ever  having  broken 
the  peace  or  behaved   ill,  and  without  ever  being 
brought  to  trial ;  where  all  this  can  be  done,  every 
one  who  has  two  grains  of  sense  must  perceive,  that 
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there  can  be  no  liberty  of  the  press,  nor  any  other 
liberty  whatever. — Yet,  you  exultingly  exclaim, 
"  Here  the  press  is  perfecth/ free ^ 

Suchjrecdom,  Doctor,  perfect  as  it  is,  does  not 
satisfy  John  Bull.  Honest  John  is  sometimes  mono- 
headed  and  fickle  ;  he  sometimes  wrangles  with  his 
best  friends,  while  he  hugs  tlie  villains  who  are 
ready  and  willing  to  cut  his  throat ;  but  John  never 
loses  sight  of  the  main  chance,  and,  though  a 
noisy  patriot  may  wheedle  him  out  of  a  good  deal, 
you  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  coax  him  into 
contentment  with  your  Pennsylvanian  liberty  of  the 
press :  John's  liberty,  like  his  money,  must  be 
sterling,  or  he  hurls  it  in  your  teeth. 

According  to  the  law,  and  the  estabfished  prac- 
tice in  England,  surety  for  good  behaviour  cannot 
be  required  from  any  man,  for  a  libel,  before  con- 
viction; and  in  all  other  cases  when  it  can  be  re- 
quired, it  must  be  required  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  by  the  c^urt,  upon  conviction.  Xo  Jud<'-c 
of  the  King's  BeiiCh  has  aiiy  such  authority.  A  ^v;- 
vereign  people  may,  indeed,  say,  that  their  judges 
ought  to  have  great'^r  power  than  those  appointed 
by  a  king,  and,  it  they  like  it,  I  am  surel  have  no 
objection,  so  long  as  it  docs  not  affect  me.  But, 
this  is  not  the  matter  between  you  and  me :  you 
have,  in  a  most  arttul  and  insidious  manner,  endea- 
voured to  persuade  the  peo[)le  of  England,  tliat  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  which  you  enjoy  in  Pennsyl- 
vania is  greater  than  that  which  they  enjoy,  and  I 
have  undertaken  to  undeceive  them. 

Fitzherbcrt,  in  his  Natura  Breiium  (a  book  of 
established  authority  in  the  law  courts  both  here 
and  in  Enc^land),  treating  of  the  writ  de  securitate 
pads  (security  forthe  peace),  sjiys:  "  this  writ  lies, 
"  when  a  man  is  in  fear  or  doubt,  that  another  will 
*'  beat  or  assault  him  ;  and  lies  properly  where  one 
*'  man  does  threaten  another  to  kill  him,  beat  him. 
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or  assault  liim." — Further,  "  the  Justices  of  the 
King's  Bench  will  not  grant  any  writ  for  sureties 
of  the  peace,  without  making  oath,  that  he  is  in 
fear  of  corporal  damage."  With  respect  to  the 
good  behaviour.  Lord  Coke  says :  "  libellous  nvrds 
"  are  not  a  breach  of  the  behaviour ;  for  though 
"  such  words  are  motives,  and  mediate  provocations 
"  for  breach  of  the  peace,  yet  tend  they  not  imme- 
"  diately  to  the  breach  of  the  peace,  like  a  chal- 
"  lenge." — The  first  of  these  authors  wrote  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  second  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabetli.  Lord  Coke,  who  is  well 
known  to  have  been  no  favourer  of  libels,  cites  a 
case,  in  which  a  man,  after  being  bound  (for  some 
offence)  to  be  ot  good  beliaviour  till  a  time  named, 
did,  in  the  interim^  use  slanderous  words  against 
the  person,  whom  he  had  before  offended ;  yet 
was  it  determined,  that  this  was  no  breach  of  his 
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Lord  Camden,  in  speaking  of  an  attempt  some- 
what resembling  the  procedure  of  ^I'Kean,  ex- 
claims :  ''  What  must  one  think  of  any  court  of 
"  justice  [not  a  single  judge,  off  the  bench]  that 
shall,  upon  the  caption  of  a  man  as  a  libeller,  re- 
fuse to  let  him  to  bail,  before  he  has  entered  like- 
wise into  recognizance  for  his  behaviour?  Nay,  if 
the  same  person  should  afterwards  be  guilty  of 
any  petty  constructive  misdemeanor,  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  it  might  be  pretended  he  had  forfeited 
"  his  former  heavy  recognizance  ;  so  that,  he  would 
"  be  punished,  not  in  proportion  to  his  real  trans- 
"  gression,  but  to  one  that  was  only  supposed  :  and 
"  this  in  a  country  where  law  presumes  every  man 
*'  to  be  innocent  until  he  be  found  guilty  !  In  plain 
"  words,  it  is  a  libel  on  the  constitution  to  hold 
"  such  doctrine,  and,  in  a  judge,  a  breach  of  his 
*'  trust  (which  is  treason  at  Common  Law)  to  sup- 
"  port  it.     It  would  render  every  English  subject, 
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"by  possibility,  a  miserable  fettered  slave!" — It 
follows  then,  of  course,  that  every  Pennsylvanian  is 
by  possibility,  a  miserable  fettered  slave  ;  for,  the 
tyranny,  which  Lord  Camden  trembled  at  in  theory, 
M'Kean  has  reduced  to  practice. — And  yet,  Doc- 
tor, "  hej^e  the  press  is  perfectly  free  T  And  yet, 
this  is  the  very  man  whom  the  people  have  just 
raised  from  the  bench  to  the  chair  of  State,  with 
loud  huzzas  of  "  M'Kean  and  liberty  /"  Yea,  this, 
this  is  the  man,  to  promote  whose  election  you 
took  up  your  battered  pen,  and  from  whom  you 
have  been  mean  enous^h  to  solicit  a  reward  ! — "  Tell 
"  it  not  in  Gath ;  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of 
"  Askelon!" 

There  remains  but  one  other  subject  of  your  let- 
ter of  1796  for  me  to  notice,  in  doing  which  I  shall 
be  very  brief. 

"  Here  we  have  no  church  establishment.'" — This 
is  perfectly  correct.  I  could,  indeed,  show  that 
this  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils -ot  the  American 
system;  that  it  is  a  delect,  which  the  government 
feels  most  severely,  and  which  will,  much  more 
than  any  other  cause,  retard  the  national  unity  and 
happiness  of  the  people.  To  say  what  I  could 
wish  to  say  on  this  head  would  demand  room, 
which  I  have  not  to  spare  ;  but  your  observations  of 
1799,  may,  perhaps,  induce  you  to  fear,  that  your 
exultation  of  1796  was  rather  premature.  For, 
Sir,  it  the  people  of  America,  with  those  numerous 
advantages  and  those  few  temptations  to  vice, 
which  you  give  them,  are,  as  you  say  they  are, 
more  ignorant,  less  industrious,  less  virtuous,  less 
religious,  and,  it  there  be  more  infidelity  amongst 
them,  aud  less  zeal  to  defend  revelation,  where,  1 
pray  you,  are  we  to  look  for  all  the  good,  which 
has  arisen  out  of  the  absence  of  a  church  establish- 
ment }  Doubt,  Sir,  that  you  have  been  deceived  ; 
forbear  to  rail  against  the  Church,  and  hope,   with 
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me,  that  the  day  will  never  come,   when  a  motley, 
mongrel  crew  of  sectaries  shall  succeeed  in  hurling 
her  from  her  base,  and,  along  with  her,  that  ancient 
and  glorious  fabrick  of  which  she  has  ever  been, 
and  still  is,  the  principal  support.   Nay,  Sir,  go  one 
step  further  with  me  :  confess  your  erroTS  ;  acknow- 
ledge that  you  were  deluded,  and  were  instrumental 
in   deluding  others.     Make  all  the   atonement  in 
your  power  :   return  home,  and  tell  what  you  have 
seen.     Never  was  there   a  man,  who  had  a  fairer 
opportunity  of  evincing  true  greatness  ot  mind,   of 
exchanging  contempt  for  respect,  misery  for  happi- 
ness.    You  have   a   country  that  ever  stands  with 
open  arms  to  welcome  her  wandering  sons  :  turn 
not  from  her  maternal  embrace  to  the  selfish  hug  ot 
democracy  :   at  any  rate,  dishonour  not  the  name 
ot  Englisliman  by  becoming  the  eleemosynary  eu- 
logist of  a  puffed  up  petty    despot,  whose  person 
you  must  loath,  whose  actions  you  must  reprobate, 
and  whose  character  you  must  despise. 

With  this  admonition  I  bid  you  farewell,  assuring 
you,  that,  while  I  rejoice  at  your  public  disappoint- 
ments, there  are  very  tew  who  more  sincerely  re- 
gret your  private  calamities,  and  no  one  who  more 
heartily  despises  your  former  panegyrists  and  pre- 
sent persecutors. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 
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